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PREFACK. 



ItHE' Tariety of natural productions inf 
North America, both animal and vegetable, 
2ind the connexion- it formerly had with 
this country, give it a peculiar claim to the 
notic^ of British youth*; axonsideralion that' 
has induced the author to attempt a general 
description of it, in the form of a tour, 
adapted to the taste and capacity of young, 
readers.* 

» 

When the difficulty of selecting from such^- 
a fund of materials is considered, she trusts^ 
she shall obtain the same indulgence she haS' 
been favoured with, on former . occasions. 
She considers it a sanction to the work 
to acknowledge, fha^ Ihe chief sources of 
her information have- been derived from 

Jefferson, 



IV FREFACB, 

Jefferson, Weld, Rochefoucault, Bartram, 
Michaux, CarVer, Mackenzie, and Hearn. 

The curious anif^rTginannformation con» 
tained in the letter concerning the war with 
the Indians/ wa9 communicated .by an Indi^ 
chi^C ^^^ ^ilU dottbtlesii, be esteemed a va. 
Iuable'ddditi6a;.aail isicompletely authentic^ 
and i$xoiaveytK) ia the eicpreasivr language 
of the IndiaiitribesL ; . . 



t % f ' , t 



« * * * 

. r 



^ > • . ' ' * ' * ' I 



T T ♦ 






""' ^'' CONTENTS. 



CONTENTS. 



. »AAB.* 

IMTRODUCTION. Motive for the Voyage. Arrival 
in America ••••••.•••••.*..•«.••••>•••• 1 



iBTTBft 1. FUkidelplMii. Tlwem. BiriUiliigs. 
tanta* GanriageSk Fraakliii •.••••• ••..«•• •• 



Uttbbi«. Trade of PbttaMt^hL Fens. OkaritaUe 
iastfiutiofis. Fenal^Lawsb Gaol. SlaveTradeb Beoe* 
set. WoekDao. Whke* Slave- Trade.- OorerBneaf 14 

• 

iiTTift uu New Jersey^ fpeatott, BurlifiglMi.' De^ 
laware. Oover^ WitmiogtoB. MHIi. FeAcesI Bridges. 
Cbester. Havre de Gracew CaavaM-back JOiick. 
Boads. Baltimore ^^•^.••••^ 25 



IIP. -Wafihingloii. SftuatioB. Water eomtoii- 
nioation. Plam iLiexaadna • *- 30 

IxTTM V. FalUof tliePatxmpmao. Adventore. Me«at> 
VemoB. Geaeral WatbiagtoiL Log-hoiiser. Taverns* 
Woods dS 

LsTTfR VI. Mr. I«flfet«m. MonHcello. liOqaaUig. 
Boek Bridge. MaddisoD's Cave. Passage of the Pa* 
tewaMic acroia the Blue IHilge^. • 41 

Lettba vit. Face of the country in Virginia. Character 
ofthfelnbabitaiits. Tobacco^ Ricbmon^ WHliaiii^^ 
barf. ¥ork» H aia p to p . timM^ if easas olIluipeGtion 47 



• « 



vi CONTENTS. 

PAGE 



Letter vrxi. IJLoijsies. P^ops^ ^^i^§eroents. Code 
of laws. Trewl -feirte. ^oifest *6reW. .-f 



i>4 



Letter ix. Vicinity tJf WWb!k. Dismal Swamp. 
Turkey-buzzard. Fire-flies. Wild fruits. Unhealthy 
- *<-€li!Mate. Moss 59 

Jt-EtTER ^s C^wiipA/, J&wb^ni.. Cbsirle^tpw»».fi*j^scu 

Streets. Houses. Manners. Funerals. Laws. Slavery. 

LET^ygR; x^ ) S^aJ^-^. .^CJ^wanB- WoiA^n.- Rl^a^efs, ? j 
^ Negpoes.^, Me^9;.M^ri$^; P#8i^r.i ..Wiot^er: 69»$<Mi» 2 

m 

I 

LexjTer jciii Say^Hn^t. >I^4sat of MOitfia^Jr SHostfiing; .?.! 
« Clasfie»;;of 41)6 ^HihaflMttnAs o/,*Jkma*c»**/jafclrUcrew. : 

?.vQpp?§vro* . Asippp«a .#■ 1 •.%««..«« . <. . < . , ..<Ai . ..* *-^k:77 

Le:^^»^. .«UJVj /1&egi|^apbi»l jiiUj|tip|Trf "Al^tomklierar 
n-rWei:., .View. af;tb0.cguiitr^!.Fishii^ pujrtj. .SMlDi i 

Vegetable productions. Sand holes. Ogeechee limes. 

V*«»Wv.abe4r^r«ii?tr.. .4a»iiAS.;'Tort<5ttse.t:. ^t.-^Mw^f iJ 

BJ«ef. St^JobnVRUerf .Ju^aos.'' •.*«.wif.^..»»4.;<i.V85 
•» • . '• 

Letter xiv. Excursion into the interior part of the 
court try* forests, .LwMl m«^0iia! PlitmQtt^ Wfth 3 ' 
'M^s»..C)'P»'!^5s<:JEag4«^,' jPj?«ioqtt<K»i*.Hibi46ii8. sSe^i 

i,'.I]ueliQaQ. Wajter-fQwK..Gm^sfe«I»1^11^^tori'. Jiiiifemi 
village. Butterflies 91 

LE4exj$^'£lfir. KbUftds. of sea-w«eU> . S!»J(^hir.d« .Ef^eK* 

Persons. Feast. Town. Houses. Situation, Siminole 
fikondk. Cattle. Deer. Public entertainment 09 

Letter 



CONTENTS.) i.ii 

• - PAGE. 

Letter xvi- Face of the conn try. Natural basons of 
water. Simtnole Indians.. River St. Juan. Traffic. 
Canoes. Encampment. Apalarhuela, Town of 
Blood. Talassee. Mobile. Penaacol^ • 107' 

Letter xvij. Indians. Muskogees. Persons. Wo- 
men. Hospitality. Ancient towns. Barro\K^s. Virtues. 
Anecdotes. Logan. Silou^e. Government. Religion. i!4 

Letter xviii. Pearl River and Island. New Orleans, 
^lississippi. Manchac. Indian village. Candleberry 
Myrtle. Natcbes.> Journey to Nashville. Trees. 
Gensing. Animals* Squirrel hunting .• 124 

Letter XIX.. State of Tenessee. .Situation. Rivera. 
Mountains. Brooks. Cotton.. Tenants. Churches. 
East Tenessee. Maize, Cattle. Plantations. Roaring 
River. Indiansi* Milestones. Knoxville 130 

Letter xx, Cherokee Indians, Persons. Love of 
• liberty. Aged chief, Sorr^'1-tree. Plantation. Crys- 
tals. Jonesborough. Allegany Mountains. S 'a- 
mander.. Bear. hunting. Journey. Morgantown ..• 136 

Letter XX I, Kentucky. Situation. Barrens. Manners. 
Schools. Produce. Horses. Cattle, Wild turkeys. ' 
Harrodsburgh. Lexington * 143 

Letter xxji. Paris, Millesbiu^gh. Saltw^iks. ^-^cks. ^ • 
Mammoth. I-ndian oration,; Washington. Embark 
on the Ohio, Voyage to Pittsburgh* Fits;, settler, .^ 
Manners. Muscles. Cat-fish. Point Pleasant. Towns, 
Mariettaj. Plane-tree. Pace ofthe country . »• 14&- 

• • * « 

Lettke xxni, Pittsburgh;. River Monongahala.. . 
' River Allegany.. .Ligonier's Valley, Azalea* Re4-; 

ford. 



viii CONTENTS. 

ford. Cones of the cucamber-tree. ShippeRsburgh. 
Carlisle. York. Lancaster t5G 

LfiTTi&a XX iv. Tree*. Harrisbargh, Suiibury. 

Northumberland. Anecdote. Bethlehen^. Mora* 

irians. Easton. Mineral spring. Morristown. Falls 

of the Pdsaik. Copper mine. Peaches, Red Fruit. 

' View of New York, Arrival in that city . . • 1 . • • • X6.I 

Lbttek XXV. New York. Brood Way. Freedom 
of religious sentiments. Markets. Charitable in- 
stitutions. Slayes^ Trade. Foundation of the colony. 
Long Island. Character of the inhabitants. Curious 
negro. Environs of New York. Succession of towns 
toBbston 17P 

Lettcr xxv I. T^vellefs in the stage waggobi Pot- 
ash. Golf and Wadley. Connecticut. First Settlers. 
Schools* Rhode Island. Cheese. General Green. 
Boston. Harbour. Islands. Monument. Trade. Sea«- 
otter. Ftirtiade ...»., i7t 

LBTTCRXXTir. Lynn. Salem. Persecution 4>f witches. 
Marblehead. Beverley. Drying stock-fish. Glouces* 
ter. Newbury Port. River Merrimack. Small towns. 
Piscfttaqua Bridge. Portland. River Kennebeck. 
Wood-cutters. Happy farmers •...^..•. 184 

^CTTftti xxy iif . District of Maine. Poverty of the 
inhal]lllitita. Trees. Animals. Penobscot. Meet an 
acquaintance. Kantocket. Sancho. Whalers lOO 

IltTTBR XXIX. Voyage to Boston. Artists and great 
men. Appearance of the country. River Connect!? 
cot: Korthamptoft. Pittsfield. Shakers. Mineral 
Sptiftf. Albany. ...... •.......'. 4^.«.f..,t 19ft 



ix CONTENTS;. 

FAGB. 

Letter xxx. Tlie narrative of an (iidiaa chief, cop- 
cerning tiie war betweea the Amcricaos and wnae 
of the Indian tribes 205 

Letter xxxi. Cobos. Cataract. Curious mliieral 
spring. Saratoga. Trees. Skenesborougli. Lafc« 
CItamplain. Ticonderago. Crown Point Indian 
canoe; St John V A new acquaiotaace •••••••••• fi^ 

Lrtt&r XXXII. The adventures of. a iraxeUertakoi 
captive by the Indians..* #•.•»••••••••. 271 

LxTT&x xxxjii. Mode of travelling. DeaeriptioQ of 
abateaUk Canadian Manners. Montneal. Cathedral* 
FuneraL Island of Montreal. Jonmey to Quebec* 
Sorelle. Quebec. Cape Diamond. General W«lf. 
Dogs «..«• 2|V 

Letter xxxiv. British posiesdons. GovtnmKni De- 
fence. Bdigion. Servants. Produce. Trees. Maple, 
Manufactures. Exports. Seigniors. Catholic cuttoma* 
Female peasants. Diversions. Birch canoes. Ca- 
lashes. Sledges. Cllinate. Furtraiie. F»lls.«fMoQ^ 
xnorenci and La Chau^re. Trois Eirterea. NuiM* 204 



Letter xxxy. Mr. Franklin joins a party of traders. 
La Chine. Cockanonaga Indians. Cao^iaa boat- 
men. Rapids. Hill of Cedars. Lake of a Thousand 
Islands. Kington. Course af the River 8t«.LftV9eiHi€« 304 

Letter xxxvi. Kingston. Yoyafpe acreis Lake 
OnUrio. Niagara. Ague* Fan. Indian mode of 
fishing. SxcurnontotheFalisofHutgara ..•.••«. 30g 

Letter XXXVII. Snakes. Pigeoi^hooting, Seneka 
Indians. Blow-guq. Bear hunting. Spruce pbe»» 

lants. 



CONTENTS/ 

tants. JF*<)rt ebippcway. Blodc-house. FiM-feErie. 
Bad' adcofiiDtodations .;.;..*. ^ ....-•.,... 31 8 

= ETTER xxxviii. Voyage across Lake Erie. Islands. 
Detroit River. Superiatendant of tbe Indian Depart- 
ment. District of Maiden. Distribution of presents 325 

r 
Letter xxxix, Detroit* JV.urt. Pi«ovisi(Mis* Indians. 
Surnames. Ingenuity. Geography. Burying the, 
hatchet U-.*w.«».. ..**.,...,.........:. .v.. ..;.... 332. 

Letter xl. Lake Huron. Saganaum Bay. Thunder 
Bay. Trade of Mlchilliiisackiriack'. Origin of the ftnr 
trade. Cotireurs de Boi&.. Military posts, SmaIl-f)ox^ 
North Cofdpany. ;Articies^of exchange. Voyage:of • 
theiwiders.. Embarkatioiu Voyage to Miciiillimaekir 
'^aack^ • .Departure from that place. .•.«.••• w 337 ^ 

Lettbr tLu 'Va^'ageito Fort Chippeway. Whke- 1 
fish, . Lake Swperlor. Fruits, Fine view. Winter ;: 
resklende. Fishery .«;•. :«v .. ^« ••••« .^ ..... . ...... 244 



I ■ ••».« 



LETTt*k*Lrf.*^-ii>epartmte'fitoia. Chippeway. loci. . 

c'Kfu^ult^es; . Mbdse«^eer.. • Rejn^deei:.' Beavers. < 
Island. Red-knife Indians. Small berries. Indian 
lodg€sl^White'^artrifdges.| MackeivzieVRiver/ Ham 
MoiinMrln; Indian encampment. Dog-jrib Indians. 
Bes^r^. Smail white b Jlfaloes. Aged Indiaa. Scat'' 

«- idrdd psriie^ oflftdiaiis. Hare Indians. QuarrelJers... 
Divided Channel. Relics of the Esquimaux. Face 
of thd'ciuatry.' AQimftTif. A-grave. Tide. Whales. 
Cr^eht JEbeUiril. Place of sepulture. . Dear pond. . 

^^SoUtary femaie« SiiporstUioasKiiKsteneaux^ Chepe-. .. 
I wyan •••• «••••• 355 



CONTENTS. X 

PACE. 

Letter xliii. Departure for the south-west ward. 
Peace Point. Face of the country, and animals. 
Frost. Fort. The Swan. Strange Indian custom. 
Indian inanners. Continue the voyage. Bears* Den. 
Islands. Elk snare. Dangerous adventure. Trees. 
Di prided Hiver. Indians. Birds. Ciinoe strikes. 
Crew murmurs. DifBculties • 376 



9 



Letter xLiv. Re-embark. Eocks. Extreme diffi- 
culties. Indian house. Fishing machine. Commu- 
nication with straggling tribes. Subterranean house. 
BUnd Indian. > Alarm of the natives. Fare. Leave 
the canoe. Land journey. Various tribes. Man- 
ners. Hed-fish men. Village. Natives. Manners, 
Fare. Snow-topped mountains. Village. Friendly 
Indians. Voyage. Ocean. Station on a rock 392 

L^-TTER XLV. Natives. Arrival of an European 
vessel. Traffic. Meet a friend. General remarks 
on America 4I4 

COKCCUSION 41Q 



INTRODUCTION^ 



iSXCUSSIONS 



nr 



NORTH AMERICA. 



After Mrs. Middleton hvd concluded the iout 
of tbe British Empite, she laid a plan for the com*- 
plelion of belrichildren^sedtTcation, adapted to the 
situations she intended for them. 

Arthur bad alwajs shown a disposition for an 
active life, and a desire for novelty, ^vhich in- 
clined her to accept the ofi^r of a friend, to pro* 
cure for him a writer's place in the East Indies; 
but several circumstances combined at the' same 
time to unsettle his mind, and excite an eagerness 
to undertake a voyage to America, much earlier 
than she approved of his abandoning his studies, 
or being released from tbe parental care of Mr. 
Franklin. In the hours of relaxation, both Ar^ 
timr and Edwin were indulged with a variety of 
books, calculated at once to instruct aifd eater- 
^\m amongst thesei none delighted Arthur so 

B much 
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TDUch as travels, and the description of foreign 
countries, ^iiich he read lyith the greatest avidity^ 
always placing hiRiself, in ideai in the situation of 
the hero of the tale, and declaring that, as soon as 
he should have the direction of himself, he would 
make a voyage round the world. It happened that 
Robertson's History of America, amongst others^ 
fell into his hands, which, though he was shocked 
at the barbarities inflicted on tlie natives, interested 
him extremely, and made him earnestly wish to 
see a count rv, that had been the scene of such 
extraordinary exploits • and where the rivers, the 
mountains, and forests, are upon a grander scale 
than those in Europe. This work inflamed hina 
with curiosity to visit the Indian nations that inha- 
bit the interior of that extensive continent: he 
longed to see their warriors^ and partake with them 
the pursuits of th(5 cbace. 

Whilst these wishes engaged bis attention, Mr. 
Henry Franklin arrived in. England, and having 
been unaccustomed to the confinement of domestic 
life, and free from all connexions but his brother, 
jjad no inclination to sit down inactively at home. 
Soon after his return, a proposal was made to 
him by a nobleman of bigli rank, to exjjlorc 
North America, with a view to procure authentic 
inforraatipn concerning the cueloros of the natives, 
as weU as those of the European settltjrs; the 
productipiis of the soil, the anioials, the face of 
tUe cpuiktry, and in short, evcTry thing that could 

contribute 
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coiHrtbute to a eomplcte description of (liat vast 
portion of the terraqueous globe. This was an 
undertaking for which he was particularly qualified 
by bis natural endowments, habits, and acquireil 
knowledge. His understanding was clear, his 
oonstitution strong, bis courage undismayed, his 
pursuit of knowledge insatiable, and he was in 
the prime of Hte* He had read a great dc<U, 
travelled much, and observed iiccuratcly what he 
had seen* With a mind so enriched, and a disposi* 
tion congenial to the task, he Was the man pecu«* 
liarly adapted to his patron's design. The ofier 
was no sooner made than accepted ; for bovf could 
he refuse a scheme so agreeable to his taste. Dur- 
ing the short time that was necessary to arrange 
his private affairs, he was a frequent visitor at 
Mrs. Middleton's, where the conversation gene* 
rally turned upon bis voyage, or ■ some circum« 
stance relative to it. Arthur always listened at* 
tentivcly to this subject,. would often bring the map,, 
and request him to trace his intended route; hi^ 
eyes sparkling with pleasure* whilst lie mentioned 
diferent objects likely to occur in various parts of 
the country. 

His desire to accompany his friend at length be* 
came so ardent, that Mrs. Middleton changed hei; 
views for him, and yielded to his in^^linotion; a 
measure in which she more easily concurred, from 
the high confidence she placed in the charaot<;v 
and conduct of Mr. Franklin. Her consent once 

,B 2 obtained, 



"Obtained, Arthur's joy ivas excessire; be could 
speak on no other topic but bis 'journey : sleeping 
or waking, bis mind was full of the same images, 
and in his dreams he 'was continuaBy accompanied 
by Indians, or people in grotesque habits, pursuing 
«oroe wild animal through thepaihless deserts. 

Every preparation being adjusted, and the vessel 
in which 4hey were ijo embark ready to sail, dn af- 
fecting parting took' place between Mrs. Mlddleton 
and her son, with many Injunctions from her, and 
entreaties from his sisters and brother to write regu- 
larly an account of whatever occurred to hira, 
whether he was situated where his letters could be 
c;onv^yed by mails to England, or not; as an un- 
broken chiaia of events might thus be preserved, . 
which might be sent to them in packets, as oppor- 
tunity offered. Mr. Henry Franklin madea similar 
promise to his brother, and the moment of separation 
being arrived, after affectionate embraces on alt 
sides, Mr. Henry Franklin conducted his young 
eharge on board the vessel, destined to convey 
them across the Atlantic to America. 

The confinement of the ship, the want of variety, 
each succeeding day being nearly like that whicft 
went before it, with the delay of expectation, ren^ 
dered the voyage insufferably tedious io Arthur^ 
and never were his ears more agreeably struck, 
than with the sailors cry, of " land, land," as 
Uie sboies of the Delaware w^jte fiist perceived, 

like 



ftke a small blue cloud at the edge of the ho» 
rizoa* 

As they drew nearer^ the tops of trees became 
Visible, and resembled small islands ; tilly by degrees^ 
the majestic forest was seen clothing Ibe shores to 
the brink of the waler# 

Arthur would gladly have beeir put on shores 
but the captain dared not infringe a law, (enacted 
on account of the dreadful pestilence,- that raged 
in Philadelphia in 1793^ and has so often deso- 
lated it since,) that no person shall leave any 
ship till it has beea esami^ed by the officep of 
healths 

Hairing surmountied all delays, they at Ibtigtlj put 
ibeir feet on that vast continent, which was not 
known in Europe, till 1497, when it %ias discovered 
hy Americus Yesputius, and presently entered 
Philadelphia, the aoctent cafHtal of the United 
States, with emotions of curiosity and interest^ 
scarcely to be described « 

The captain conducted them io a tareni, as all 
inns aie called ia this country, where they refresh- 
€d themselves with repose, change of linen, &c. 
A day or two's experience convinced Mr. Frank- 
lin, that as Ue- intended to pass isome time in this 
city, a more comfortable and settled habitation was 
necessary. The master of the inn recommended 
him io a respectable widow, who kept a boarding>> 
house for strangers^ where be ^m agreeably sup* 

. B3 plied 
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plied wifli BfM^rtiaeiits, and everj other conveni* 
ence. 

' Before be extended his views to any other part oF 
the country, his first care was io see every tiling- 
worth notice in Philadelphia, which he did with the 
best directed attention, as will appear by the letters 
transmitted to England. 



LETl'ERI. 

Arthur Middleton io his Brother Edwin. 

Philadeiphia* 
0£AR BuOTIlEIt, 

MY sistens tntist imisider 0iy letters as 
addressed to them as well as \o j&a, for I cntinoi 
repeat the same things three times over ; and f must 
make each of you ]3nr(icipate with me in every 
adventure, whether prosperous or frnfortuaate. 

Behold me at last arrived in this great cily, 
liilberto the capital of the United States, though the 
new cily of Washii^ton is to be the metropolis of 
the empire* 

The capacious bay at the mouth of the river 
Delaware, on which Philadelphta stands, is bmmded 
on the north-west by the province of New Jersey, 
and ^that of Delaware on the opposite side. The 

shores, 



sbores, both of llic bay and the river, are lout, and 
covered with fi[>resiS) except io a few j^aces, ^hore 
they are supplanted by extensiTe marshes. Neaner 
to PhiLidelphia the shoces became mora elevdlted, 
and, on the Delaware side especially, are enlivened 
with ntimberless neat fann^houses, towns, and 
villages. 

At a distancei the city makes a- noble appear- 
ancc; bat the confused heap of woodefi stove- 
houses and wharfs, that jut out into the river, 
gave me a mean opinion of it, on our firsi ap« 
proacb, which was not improved by the dirt 
and narrowness of Water-stieet, thfongb which 
i¥e passed to our inn« The mention of tlte inil 
brings to my recollection my. surprise,, at boing 
shown into a room already ^occupied by all tbe 
other goests in tbe hovse. ]lif r« Ftanktin oidered 
a private apartment, but iione waB>to.be hfd. At 
night it was far more disagreeable, for we wiere 
obliged to sleep in a chamber Aifnisl«od ^fth five 
or six beds, and filled with people whose faces we 
bad never seen before. L was so fatigued, that I 
foigot tbe whole matter in: five minutes ; bat Mr. 
Fraaklin remonstrated with.the master of the bouse, 
on the impropriety of huddling strangers togetheir 
10 that manner; bat without any etkci, for he had 
no idea of such refinement, and said, that it was 
the custom of the country^ Io which traveUers must 
submit* 
The city is built aceordtng to. a. most beaiUiful 

B 4 and 
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and ^tgataM drngn^ with the stfeete intersecting 
eack other at right angles, as we are told man j 
other American towns are. At the point where 
the two principal streets cross each other, is erected 
a marble rotanda, to receive and dislribute the 
watem o( the Schnjlfcill, which is raised by ma- 
chinery to a level of thirty or forty feet above the 
highest ground in the city, by pipes, as it is in 
LondoQi* The principal street is one hundred feet 
wide, Iheothers vary from eighty to fifty ; they are 
all paved with pebbles, having path-ways of red 
brich, with purnps on each of them, at a little 
distance from each other, and lamps fixed on the 
top of them. Most qi the houses are likewise boilt 
with brick, some few of wood ; an^ those most 
remarkable for theur dcganee are ornamented vfrith a 
partictdar species of pale-Uiie marble, as are many 
of the public stroctwes, which are also genarally 
brick. 

The State-house is handsome: the legislative 
bodies hold their meetings in it ; adjoining to it, are 
ibe congress aiid city halls* The first was used by 
the congress of the United States, before they held 
their assemblies at Washington : the senate chamber 
is handsomely fitted up, but the apartment designed 
for the representatives of the lower house is entirely 
plain, and easy of access ^o. every ohe who chuses 
to enter it, as the gallevy leading tn it is open to the 
street. 

The presidents's house is constructed kija whira- 

. sical 



sical manner, frota the interference of a coriimittee, 
which was appointed to superiiitend (he buildings 
These wise architects, from the spirit of improve* 
ment, reversed the stories; so that the pilasters 
which shoald have supported the upper apart- 
ments, seem to be suspended in the air. 

The places of worship are numerous, and of all 
kinds; every religion being tolerated in this coun*- 
try. The church belonging to the Presbyterians is 
one of the handsomest, being decorated •with a 
portico, supported by six Corinthian pillars. But 
the African church, appropriated tq the use of the ' 
n^proes, an oppressed race, for whom I feel the 
urarmest compassion, pleased me the most. Here ' 
they receive instruction from a clergyman of their 
own colour; a- privilege they scarcely enjoy in any 
other place. 

The prindpal-roark^ 10 very large, neatly ar-^ 
ranged,. and wdi supplied with variety of pro- 
Tisions. 

WehavobeenoBceor^wice to the theatre, but 
the company in the pit have such a disgustiag cus- 
tom of drinking: wine or porter j and smoldng td«~ 
b^cco^ betweea4he acts, that I have no inclination 
to vbit it again^.. I. was better- amused at the am- 
phitheatre^. whei« they show feats of horseman* 
ship; and we h^ve> been* Introduced to several as- 
semblies, an4 concerts : ^tor the- wealthy ni^rphants 
live in an elegant style, and 'in>Ma^e the rqanners of 
the great e^ies in ^uro|^;,../f m): as^ there Are no 

B5 titles 
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titles of nobility^ the ladies lore to dfetin^aish t%em* 
aelves by the splendour oTtheir dress and eqnipages. 
The young women are generally handsome; but 
they. lose their teeth much sooner than we do, and 
look old rery early. 

The men are almost always engaged in business, 
and show a reserve to strangers ; though we have 
met with some very agreeable, in>jnigcnt, kind-- 
hearted people: there being a great variety ; for the 
city has been supplied with inhabitants from most 
of the nations in Europe, who have left their own 
country with the hopes of making a fortune, and 
many succeed in this enterprise very rapidly. Mr. 
Franklin says, there are few instances in history of 
a city rising, by such a hasty progress, to so great a 
beight of prosperity, as Philadelphia. We saw an 
old man who remembers the time wh<^D there 
were but three coaches "kept in it, and now the 
tstreets are filled with them.. He asserts, likewise, 
that two or three vessels, at most, arrived in a year', 
with the manufactures of Gjreat Britain; but at 
present, the commerce is so mucb increased, that 
some thousands of ships go out 'of the port yearly, 
to different quarters of the globe ; forty or fifty of 
which double the southern promontory of Africa, 
to exchange the productions of the United States 
for the richest commoditi^ of the Elsist, and io 
enrich the busy inbabttants of both countries by 
commerce. The modesof reiigfiott vary as mhcb 
as )he origin of the people; but the Quakers are 
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the most' numerous, (hat baying tieeir tlie proicssfor^ 
of WiDiam Penn, the firstpioprietorynho ivas foU 
lowed to America by manjr of his biethren. 

My taste for natural history has* been highly gra« 
tified, not only at the curious museuin, which con-^- 
tains a complete collection of the animals and mino 
lals of North America^, but likewise in a visit to the 
seat of Mr.. William Hamilton, atthe Woodlands on 
theSchuy]kilI,.nearthe city^.whereisasuperb col- 
lection of-exolic plants. The late Colonel Hamilton^ . 
waS) 1« believe^ n rehitiou of this gentleman^s. He 
l)ore a great character for talent and conducti was 
an aclife supporter of General Washington, and, 
io the latter part of bislife^ was eminent as a barrister ; 
but Qiifortunately fell a sacrifice to the mistaken « 
notions of honour,.in<a duel.with the vice-president^^ 
Burr. 

The coaches and chariots are much the same 99- 
ours in Enj^land ; but L must give you some ac<»- 
count of the light waggons and coachees^. whioh 
are carriages in common use here. The body of 

« 

the coachee is rather longer than that of a coach ; 
the front of it is quite opeO' down « to the bottom ;. 
and'the driver sits on a bench, under the roof of. 
the carriage ::ivithin are two seats for the passen- 
gers,, who are placed with theii; faces towards- the- 
horses : : the roof is supixirted by props ; - it is- like- 
vnst open above the paiineh on each side of the 
dooffs^.and^. as a defence against bad weather, it is- 

B.S fumisbedli 
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furnished with a leathern curtain, which Encloses 
the open part* • The \igl\i waggons are very mocli 
like the coachfies, but they are not so elegantly 
Mied up, and are large enough to hokt a dozen 
people, which makes ihem convenient for stage 
carriages. I was not satisfied, you raaj be cer- 
tain, till I had had a ride in each of them* 

The Philadelphians ara indebted to Bcnjaipia 
Franklin, for the. establish nienl q£ thq iiniveisitj^ 
the public library, the hospitak, companies. of ns^ 
sttranoe against fire, and the philosophical .society. 
This great man was the son of a soap*boiIer at Bcms^p 
ton, and was boui in 1706. Having taken a dislike 
to his father's businessj he was apprenticed to hty 
brother, who was a printer, and pnb^isbed a news- 
paper ; which gave young Franklin an opportunity 
of displaying his genius and taste for literature^ 
that excited his brother's jealousy to so great a de- 
gree, that be was obliged to leave him, and under* 
^ent many vicissitudes in atteroptiiig to make bis 
way in the world, by hU own abilities and indus*- 
try, onassisted by a friend, or the fostering hand 
of a parent. He was at one time so much reduced, 
jsis to wander about the streets of Philadeljdiia,, a 
stranger to all around him, without emplojunent^ 
or knowing where to find any ; eating a dty crust, 
and quenching his thirst in the waters of the 
Delaware, with only five shillings in bis pocket; 
and yetf he rose to be the l^islator of Americaj 
and her ambassador at the oourt of France^ where 

he 
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he was reverenced as aa able negociator, and (he 

father of his country. 

He did not shine onlj in public life^ but even h'\» 

hours of leisure were devoted to tlie good of mank ind • 

Iq experimental philosophy he bad few equals ; the 
greatest discoveries in electricity, arc the result of his 
observations. His example, in temperance, modc<^ 
ration, and economy, assisted .by his ]giizette, ami 
Poor Richard's Abnanack, is suppoGed ,(o have had 
great influence in pronioting the morals of Im 
countrymen; and. his unostentatious, amiable manp^ 
ners, secured him a numerous circle of friends, 
whilst his pditics , relative to America, raised him 
many envies \fi , Ei^laad, who stiH execrate hip 
memory. But you and I have nothing to do with 
political squabhks ; virtue is virtue, whethei ia a 
friend or an enemy, and there are noble trails iaDr^ 
Franklin's cbaqtctcr, wbiph yie must admire,, antji 
ought to imita^* : 

Ever.your affectjoQate . ,; 

. ARXaUR Mf DDL£T&J>iL 
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LETTER II. 
Henry: FrmkKn la his Broifter^ 

Pkiiadelplda*, 
SEAR BJtOTHBRr,. 

A VESSEL, being ready i(^ sail for 
EnglaiK)^ I giaiNy embrace the opportnniCj ^ of 
ma&ing a few remarks on acme aubjects that have 
excited my aKentkm. 

Commeroe b the untTerad oeciipation< of the 
inhabltanta oF tfaia citj^t though many of the mo« 
nied men employ their capital» in baying and seli^ 
ing land, ^bich la here «» nmch an< article, of 
traffu; as any other comroodityu Ptiiladelphia i»^ 
the grand emportom of the whole ptoTinoe aud< 
adjoining states^ collecting from- them tbe follow* 
ing articles for exportation^* charcoal^ pot-ash,, 
bcei^ cider^ sail meat* and.fish^. butter^, cheese,, 
com^. flonr, tallow candles^, linseed,, soap,, timber,,, 
staves, hides^ deer and beaver skins, bark^. and* 
pigs of iron. The accommodations- for^ oommeroe 
are ezoellent,. the quay, being large,, and so«con«> 
veniently constructed, ., that merchantmen of con«- 
sidcrable sise can unload their caigoes withoat 
difficulty. There are also several wet and^ dry* 
docks for building and repairing ships, besides 
numerous magazines^ and stores; (the^ American 

name 
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name for warehouses;) (o ivhicli mny be added^ 

the advantage^ both to otilify'and beauty, by the 

introduction of canals, and the situation of tlie 

city between two rivers, the Delaware and the 

Schuylkill, which nearly enclose it. It was 

founded by the celebrated William Penn, in l6Si. 

He received 'a grant of lands, on the western side 

of the Delaware, from the crown, since erected 

into a province, called Pennsylvania. The wisdom, 

moderation, justice, and humanity of this great 

man*s character, were eminently displayed in the 

plan of his city, the code of laws for the govern* 

ment of his province, and hb upright anil generous 

treatment of the Indians from whom he made the 

purchase. Their veneration for his memory is so 

deeply rooted, and their confidence in his veracity 

so unshaken, that, io this day, they are never 

ixnrfectly satisfied With any treaty; unless some 

Quakers are present at the conference; for, say 

they, the descendants of William Pena will never 

sufier us to be deceived. A more noble testimony to 

his integrity than the sculptured bust, or marble 

monument. 

There are but few poor, as may be expcfcted in 
a country, where evefy man who enjoys health and 
strength, may earn a comfbrtable subsistence;' but 
great attentiou is paid to those few who iVant it. 
The hospital is built in the form of a Roman H, 
and is under excellent regulations ; supplying the 
sick and iofirm with every necessary comfiMrt, 'be- 
sides 
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sides aflfording an aigrlom .for Ian;4i<^, , }yuig-io 
wpmen, and childrea wUa^are deserted .bj»..tbeir 
parentsr > • 

The Bettering House is a. kind of lYorkhouse, 
ivhere employment and support are provided for the 
aged) the destitate^ arid the friendless. 

Philadelphia has the lionour of giving to man** 
kind an example of the advantages .to- be derived 
fEom the wise, humane treataieat of criminals-. 
Bj the new peiial lavv^adopted in this city^ «oli— 
tary condnement (pa some few. occasions^, far 
.twenty-one. years, .but generally for a much* shorter 
.periodi .proportioned to the nature of the cr^me^ 
jEL^HiQ bei^ayiour of the offender,) is the severest 
^punishipent inflicted on any delinquent except a 
4naliciQU& murderer, who atones for his crime by 
his death. Notliing can be better contrived' fpr 
Aha desi^ .than, the gaol,, vbioh iV a spai^us 
bA^lding,.of cofSffion styne. It is fitted lip witfi 
&Q|itary. ceUS|.'ea^h ap^tiqent being, arched, to 
prevent the commimication of fire*. Behind the 
J[)uilding^ ace, extensive yard^^^^hieh are secured 
by lofty ivalls. The awful silence of the i^Iace 
(for not, a. >yord is suffered^.to,: be < spoken;, aot a 
laugh), or the voipe of mirth is, to beh^rc|;,,but 
a melftocjhojy^ spfen^i^y iK9:](^e8 th'e whole) 
affected the ^ensU)Ie raind of Artiitir deeply^ hq 
squeezed my hs^id ia his. which I&lt was Jip« 
cold damp, a§ we passed. t|iro0^h thejon^^ ^W^, 
of cell^< ai>d shuddered at the sopad-pf our foof^ 



17 

s(epsy which echoed through ^tbe passages. What 

must these poor wretches foel, said he, shut up 

from all converse, some even deprived of light, 

with no other object to occupy their thoughts or 

attention, than the reproaches of their own con« 

science. The punishment, I replied^ is terrible 

(o endure, but the good of society requires that 

oflfendcrs should be made an example, to deter 

others from injuring tlieir fellow-citizens; and if 

^ their sufferings tend to their reformation, it has 

not been inflicted in vain. Upon this the con* 

ductor assured us of the good effects of the regu* 

lations observed in thb gaol ; and told os, that at 

soon as a prisoner is admitted, he is washed, and 

fumbhed with clean clothes: he is then led to 

one of the solitary cells, where he remains secluded 

from the sight of every living creature but tlie 

gaoler, who is finrbidden to speak to him without 

abfiolote occasion. If he is refmotory, or com* 

mitted for an atrocious crime, he is confined in a 

dark cell. . 

The. first improvement in the condition of a 
prisoner, is the permh^ion . to do some kind of 
work; an indulgence,, prised eyen by the idl^ 
after they have ^ndiired the wearisomeoess of $oli« 
tude and privatiqn of employment. On fitrtbep 
amendment, they are allowed to labom^ i^ com par 
ay, but still without partakii^[ of tha pleasures of 
conversation. . Our coupteaaoces seamed a mqrp 
cheerful appearance, when we saw the variety i^f 

arts 
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arls carried on by tliose ivbo baf« attained tho 
libertj of working with others. One room is set 
apart for tailors, another for shoemakc^^ a third 
for carpenters, &c. and in the yards are stone-i^ 
cutters, smiths, nailers, and other trades that 
require room. This part of the gaol is more like a. 
manufactory than a prison, and from the decent 
behaviour of the prisoners, as well as the many- 
instances related of their return to yirtue and com- 
fort, I ain led to believe, that this mode of pontsli- 
ment is superior in efficacy to any otiier ever yet 
adopted. The honour of the establish men!, pro- 
tection, and success of this wise and. honiahe 
system, is due to the Qeiakers. A member of their 
body, named Caleb Lownes, proposed the ex* 
perifiient ; and such was his perseverance, that he 
was neither to be deterred by scoffs nor opposition ^ 
till he* had effected it. At length his arguments 
^rmailed with Willkm Bradford, one of the 
judges, to assist htoi in this great undertaking ; 
and by their joint endeavours and the Diviae 
Messing, it has attained its present state of per- 
fection. What trophies are too great to perpetuate 
Ibe memory of such cifiaenfi^l 

That sociable hospitality that tiiakes a stranger 
feet at borne, is not very common here, though we 
have reoeived ^neeesstre invitations to splendid 
dinners, where the table was covered wit4i duifilies^ 
and the siddboard plentifttOy supplied with the 
finest AIadetni» 

AAcr 
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After one of these handsome etitertainments, 
vhere we had been attended by negro slaves, I 
observed a cloud upon the brow oF my young 
friend, for which I could not account till he con- 
fessed that the sight of men, who were the pro- 
perty of their fetlow-creatures, and subject to every 
indignity^ excited such painful ^reflections, that he 
could not banish them from his mind. I endea- 
voured to soothe him, by representing that their 
treatment here is genfle, compared with that exer- 
cised in fhesouthern states, and in the West Indiies; 
though (he eSbrts^ that have been made for the 
abolition of slavery have improved their condition 
every where. 

It is indeed to be regretted that men, so ardent 
in the love of liberty for themselves us the Ameri- 
cans are, should continue, in any degree, to tole* 
mte the slave-trade. Many aroongst them, how- 
ever, have used every endeavour to abolish H, par* 
ticularly Anthony Benezet. He was born at 8t. 
Quintin, in Picardy, in 17 IS. France, at thn 
time, sttffered frool religiotis persecution; which 
drove the parents of Beneeef to England, where be 
embraced the dqctrmes of the Quakers. He weiit 
to America in 1736, and settled at Pbiladelpbia, in 
a commercial line of business; but that employ- 
ment being unsuitable to his turn of mind, he 
quitted it for the instruction of youth, and under- 
took the management of a school, belonging to the 
society whose principles he had adopted. From 

that 
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that period, be devoted the cbief part of bis life to 
public tnstrucUon, to tbe relief df the poor,, and 
the de&nce of the unhappy negroes* 

Tbe amiable Benezet was. wanned with iiniver-' 
.sal pbtlaulbropy t he felt a brotherly afiectiqn for 
all men^ of all couotries, and of all coIp^Ts• Not 
contented with pensuasioD^ be composed many 
.books, in which be collected authorities from 
Scripture and other writings, ia discourage and 
condemn tbe slave-trade and slavery. The first 
influence of his works was perceived amongst the 
Quakers* Many ef them determined to emanci- 
pate their da ve&; and tlie society since has beea 
very active in promoting tbe abolitiqd* Benezet 
knew that instrpdioa was necessary for (hose 
.blacks wlK9se liberty he bad procured; and findin^r 
.few willing to undertake a task that pnyudice had 
gendered coatemptible, he determined to devote 
.bis own time to the glorious occupation of en* 
lightening the ignorant and neglected, and bisli(tle 
fortune to ^be establishment of a school for the 
negroes. Tbe influence of a good example U 
powerful. Those who had not courage to b^in,. 
cbeerfuUy assisted ^iiQ.jf Qr)^ ; i{od the ^school now 
enjoys a revenue of two butidred pofind^ per annum. 
This good man died. in 1784; honoured by the 
tears of the^Jl^Iack^ and the regret of ercry friend 
to huma^it)^.' Joha Woolmauf als^ f member of 
tlie same sq^i^y, tcfnarkable ^ Uie. simplicity of 
hi& manners,^ f nd .his oppgsitioa to the slaye*triul^, 

united 
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Tinited wHli Benezet and others, in appltcsifion fo 
Ae British, governitient for the abolition •- Their 
efforts were ineflectual. America, after gtiinins^ 
ber independence, has listened, more favourably, 
to the cause of h(iraahity. Most of the northern 
und middle states hare proscribed, for ever, the 
importation of slaves; in some others, this prohf- 
bitioii is Urarted to a certain time. Georgia is the 
enljr state that continues fo receive transported 
slaves. Rhode Island had a great traffic in slaves, 
tmt lias totally prohibited ii. The aboKtidn, and 
amend meht in the tcohdittbn ' of the negroes, cer-» 
tainly advance, tbongfa by riow degrees*; and it is 
to be devoutly vrishcd, that ill time these • improve- 
ments will esctend to aR parts of the worid, where 
slavery prevails. Ifwffl be interesting to yon, my 
dear brother, to know the steps that have procured 

_ __ « • 

these advantages. In 1780, the Cfeneral Assembly 
of Pennsylvania abolished slavery for ever ; com- 
pelled the owners' of slAves to have them regis- 
tered ; declared their 'children firee at the age of 
twenty-eight ; ^ced them, while under that age, 
on the footing of hired servants; and assured to 
them the privilege of trial by jury. But 'this was 
not sufficient to secure to them ail the intended 
advantages : by a second art it was ordained, that 
flo negro shouki be sent into a neighbouring state 
irithout his consent ; that all vessels and cargoes 
emi»Ioycd in the slave trade shotild be confiscated ; 
and that all stealers of negroes should be con- 
demned 
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denined to the public works, the little state x^€ 
Delawase followed tbis noble example. Ne^wr 
York bafr sanctioned nearly the same reg^td^tions in 
their favour as Pennsylvania. A socielj, con-« 
. pected witli one in London, -and others in the 
American states^ formed for the express purpose of 
promoting the abolitbn, bas greatly ameliorated 
their coudilion^ in all respects ; especially by af^ 
fqrding numbers of tbei^ a degree of instruction iia 
leligioni and the useful aria of reading ^nd writ<» 
mg, which they acquire with as much f^ility as ' 
while men brought up in the same manner* Front 
this information we tmay ^nooucage the hope that 
the time approaches, wben their* shackles shall . be 
rismoved^ and they shaU participate with the other 
races of mankind, in the i^mmon benefits of liberty 
and indei^eiii^nce s that instead of the treatm^it 
of beastly of burtheny titejr shall b^ considered as 
rational beings, and co-heirs with us of immortalky : 
that a coi)$cientious, care of educating their chiU 
dren in the great duties of Cbristianily, will pro« 
duce a happy change from the yices in which, from 
ignorance and a combination of nnfaTourable cir- 
cumstances, they now live, to the practice of r^Ii* 
gion and morality, and entitle them to rank on an 
equality with their feltow*creatares. Besides these 
public acts in favour of the negroes^ many indiri<- 
duals liare generously given liberty to their slaves $ 
amongst others that have fallen under my notice, 
I shall mention the instance of Messrs. David and 

John 
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John Barclay, respectable merchants in London^ 
who received, as aa eqaivaleiit for a debt, a planta* 
(ion in Jamaica, stocked with tbirfj4wo slaves. 
They immediately resolved to set tbese negroes 
free ; and tliat they might effectually enable them 
afterwards to provide for themselves, the surviving 
brother, David, sent an agent from England to ma« 
jiage the busines$« and convey Ibem to Phtladolpbia, 
having first supplied them with all necessaries; 
whese, under the fostering hand of his friends in 
that city, with tlie assistance of the Abolitbn 
Society, they were apprenticed to mechanic trades, 
and the children sent to school to be properly in-* 
strocted. This benevoloit act was rewarded with 
extraordinary success. ExoepI two, tbese liberated 
slav^ prospered, and became useful members of the 
community. 

Many of those who arc free, gam a great deal of 
money ; as I conclude^ from a ball given among 
themselves, at which we were present, where, 
though all of a sooty black, the company was well 
dressed, came in coaches, and were regaled with a 
good sapper and variety of refreshments. There 
is another species of bondage practised iiere, tliat 
muses the indignation of an Englishman. Num^ 
bersi <^ European labourers anil mechanics, in 
hopes of making a fortune, emigrate to America; 
and having no money to pay for their passage, or 
settle themselves, on their arrival, in any profitable 
emfrioyment, consent to be sold, by the captain or 

ownec 
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owner of (he vessel in which they came, (o the 
highest bidder, for a certain number of years, tire 
term being regulated by tlie value of their laboor. 
If they understand a trade^ they arc sold for a 
shorter time ; but if they can only dig, they must 
endure the hardships of their condition for a longeif 
period, during which they are so much at the dis* 
posal of theif masters^ that they may sell and re** 
sell them at their pleasure. We saw a whole cargo 
fiom England aold a few days ago ; and Arthur 
was so provoked at the sight of a high«-spirited lad 
of his own age, driven before his purchaser, that ho 
endeavoured to rescue him ; and if I had not had 
powerful friendS) both he and the youth most have 
gone to prison for the oflence. 

You'weU ,faiow that the United States of Ante^ 
rica were formerly colonies of Great Britain ; but 
a dispute arising between them and the mother 
country^ a civil war ensued, which ternrinated ' in 
the Americans becoming an independent people, in 
1783. Since that period, the states have been united 
into what is called a federal government, forming 
one great nation by the union of the provinces, 
which each enjoy a separate jurisdiction, subject 
at the same time io the decrees of a general con« 
gress, composed of representatives from the diffisient 
states, and headed by a president chosen every four 
years. 

At the commencement of the independence of 
America, the union consisted of thirteen states 

only, 
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only, but tbrte bave since been added ; and as the 
inlerior parts become more cultivated, it is likel/ 
the number of states will increase. Believe me, 
mih comJ)Uments to the Middleton family, your 
affectionate brother, 

HENRY FRANKLIN. 



LETTER IIL 

Arthur Middleton to his Mother, 

WaikingtoH, 

Dear Mother, 

WE made our first excursion from Phila- 
delphia, through the states of New Jersey and 
Delaware. 

The South Monntain, which is one ridge of the 
great Allegany range, crosses. New Jersey, andcon<- 
tains amazing quantities of iron ore. The interior 
part of the country is agreeably varied with small 
hills ; but towards the south, near the sea, it is flat 
and sandy, with few trees, except shrub oaks, and 
(he white and yellow pines. Apple orchards are 
very frequent ; and produce fine fruit, as I suppose, 
from the excelleht cider which we found in almost 
every house where we stopped in the province. 

C Trentott 
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TrentoQ Js the capital of the state, from ^ing* 
the place nrhere the legislature and the courts of 
justice hold their sittings. It lias a flourisbipg' 
college; and in its neighbourhood are several 
^ gentlemen's seats^ finely situated on the banks of 
the Delaware. Burlington is another prinoipal 
town, extending along the Delaware, which, op- 
posite to it, is a mile wide. The chief streets make 
a pleasing appearance, from rows of trees being 
planted in the fronts of the houses. There are 
several other towns, but we saw nothing very 
remarkable in them. 

The state of Delaware is a peninsula, bounded 
on the east by the river that bears its name, and 
the ocean; the bay of Chesapeak encloses it on 
the western side. To the soutli, it is a low, flat 
country, abounding in forests of pine, which, 
when sawed into planks, form a profitable article 
of commerce. The northern side is more fertile, 
and produces rich harvests of wheat. Dover is the 
seat of government ; but Wilmington is the largest 
and most agreeable town in the state. We rested 
there one day, for the purpose of examining some 
of the mills in the neighbourhood, which stand 
upon Brandy wine River, there being no less than 
thirteen, almost close to each other ; some of them 
grind flour, others saw wood or stone. The con- 
struction of these mills is extremely ingenious, 
and so contrived, that a great many operations are 
performed with a rery little labour. There is also 
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machinery for loading and unloading the vessels (hat 
bring goods or convey them from this place. 

Mr. Franklin having settled the route, we took a 
final leave of Philadelphia, in a stage waggon, in- 
tending first to make the tour of the southern states. 
The country about Philadelphia is well cultivated, 
and abounds with neat country houses ; but has a 
bare appearance, from the taste of the inhabitants 
for catting down all trees near their dwellings, 
either for the sake of the wood, or te make way 
for the plough. The want ef hedges adds to the 
nakedness of the prospect; for the fields are di« 
Ttded by a double railing, placed in a zig-zag, so 
tliat the ends of "one tier rest upon those of the 
next. We crossed the Schuylkill by the lowest 
of three floating bridges, which are made of large 
trees chained together, and placed crosswise in the 
water ; upon this raft, beams are put the contrary 
way, and it is afterwards boarded and railed on each 
side. I felt a Utile alarmed when i saw the bridge 
sink uiider water by the weight of our waggon ; 
bat one of the passengers smiling at my fear, I 
presently recovered myself. Our ride to Chester 
lay through a pleasant country, diversified with 
woods and rising grounds ; and as we approached 
the town we were gratified by a majestic yiew of 
the river Delaware. The first colonial assembly 
baying met at this place, is the only distinction it 
can boast. We passed through Wilmington for 
the second time, and halted at a small town called 
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Havre de Grace, on the baiikis af tfae Sii«qwehaa»alm 
tiver, which takes its source at a great dbiatDeefithvm 
the north, and empties itself intd the Ghdsapfefek . 
It is here a mile broad : its high banks, ^ovorea 
with woods, form a grand and pictiireiclHescerierjr^ 
which is greatly enlivened by the multitudes 
of wild-fowl sporting on the water ; particlildrl3r 
the canvass-back duck, so named, from the colon r 
of the feathers between the wings : this bird is 
cohsid^ed by the Americans as an exquisite dainty. 
JSeing ferried over the river, we travelled atong 
a poor country to Baltimore, rencfered still more 
disagreeable by the execrable roads. For miles, 
the driver was obliged to caU to us withinside, 
to balance the carriage, and prevent it from over- 
selting, by stretching our necks out of the window, 
on whicliever side it rose uppermost. "Now, 
gentlemen, to the right; now to the left;" was 
continually bawled in our ears. As we were pass- 
ing' a valley of rich black earth, we sunk to the 
very boxes of the wheels. The popr horses plunged, 
and used every effort to set us free from the quag^ 
mire, but all in vain ; there we sat, fixed, and I 
expected that we should have been swallowed up, 
but our coachman found a kind fajrmer, at a little 
distance, who came with his servants to our assist, 
ance, provided with poles and ropes, and delivered 
us from the danger. Though Annapolis is the capital 
of Maryland, Baltimore is the largest town in the 
province, and thamost considerable place of trpde 
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in Nortli America, after Philadelphia and New 
York. The streets cross each other at right angles: 
(he principal one is wide and handsome. Most of 
the houses are built of brick, and, being modern, 
are vrell constructed. On the south side of the 
town is a harbour, called the bason, which is capa- 
ble of containing two thousand sail of merchantmen; 
tlio shore is lined with wharfs and storehouses. 
£n«^Usti, Scotch, French, and a great many Irish, 
are to be found amongst the inhabitants, who are 
very sociable among themselves, and hospitable to 
strangarsi Dancing is a favourite amusement ; th€ 
young people frequently make parties at each other's 
houses, where they merrily dance away the evening. 
Roads that woiild hare been deemed impassable 
in England, and a country distinguished neither for 
{eriiiiiy nor beauty, brought us to Washington, the 
new federal city, where we are now staying, at the 
bouse of a member of congress, who entertains us 
kindly. My hand grows tired ; so you must forgive 
me for adding only that 1 am your dutiful son, 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON, 
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LETTER IV. 

Mr, Henry Franklin to Edwin Middleton. 

f^askington. 

. Dear EdwiNi 

THE afiection I feel for you is not 
diminished by having crossed (he Atlantic ; and as 
I have an inclination to assure you of my regard, I 
begin a correspondence, i/iithout fear of intruding 
on the province of your brother; since the country 
we are in abounds sufElciently in novelty and variety^ 
to supply us both with materials for our letters. 

I date this from Washington, a city formed upon a 
vast plan, though yet very far from being completed, 
and designed to be the capital of the whole empire. 
Before the separation of the American States from 
Great Britain, Philadelphia was the seat of govern- 
ment; but the other provinces growing jealous that 
Pennsylvania should enjoy this privilege, it was 
agreed that a federal city, subject to the laws and 
regulations of congress alone, should be built in an 
independent district, where the congress should 
assemble for the purpose of making laws, and ma- 
naging the concerns of government. 

The choice of situation was left io General 
Washington, at that time president ; and the new 
city bearis his name, as a testimony of the gratitude 
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of his fellow-citizcns, for his patriotism and wise 
administration. It was desirable to fix upon a 
spot that should be central, removed from all dan- 
ger of distarbance from a foreign enemj, in a 
situation favourable to commerce and healthy and 
liaving the means of an ample supply of provi- 
sions. These advantages are combined in the place 
Inhere Washington stands, besides that of an ex* 
tensive communication, by water^ to the most difr* 
tant partis of the empire. Take your map, and 
(race with me the course of the rivers^ that you 
may be able to form a clear idea of the amazing 
extent of navigation from this city. The Patowmac 
river, on which it i$ built, takes its rise on thi 
north-west side of the Allegany Mountains, and, 
after many windings, for four hundred miles, /alls 
into the Cliesapeak Bay. The navigation of thb 
river, from the. city to the Chesapeak, issufe and 
easy. In its course it receives several large 
streams, one of which falls into it at Washington, 
and is called the Eastern Branch of the Patowmac. 
From the Great Fall of the Patowmac there is a 
free navigation, one hundred and ninety miles 
ai)ove the city, to Fort Cumberland. In an oppo- 
site direction, the prodigious extent of communi- 
cation is more astonishing. By ascending the 
Allegany river, from Pittsburgh, as far as French 
Creek, you reach Fort le Bccuf, distant from 
Presqu'isle, a town situated upon Lake Erie, only 
fifteen miles 5 whence goods may be conveyed by 
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tend carriage. Lake Erie is three hmidred mile» 
long, and ninely broad, and coram unicalcs with 
Lake Huron and Lake Michigan ; the former one 
thousand miles in circumference, the latter not 
quife so large. Many noble rivers fall into these 
lakes, after having watered immeni^e tracts of 
coqntry in. various directions, and supplied the- 
means of comfpunication to a vast distance. JProm 
Presqu'isle, across Lake Erie iq the !^alls of Nia- 
gara, ivhere nine miles must be passed overland^ 
the navigation Of Lake Ontario, and the great river 
St. Lawrence, is opened on one side; and on the 
other, that of* Lake Superior^ by a still shorter 
, land passage, ^lat the, Falls of St. Mary. This last 
« lake is fifteen hundred miles in circumference^ aui) 
is supplied by forty rivers. Beyond this, the water 
comipunication extends to a prodigious distance,, 
through the Lake of the Woods to Lake Winnipeg, 
livhich is stilt larger than that of Lake Superior. 
Compared with these, what are the lakes and 
rivers of the plfl world ? — But how I haye wan- 
dered from Washington. It is time to retuFo^ 
to it. 

The city, is laid out on a i)ecl( of land, enclosed 
between the Eastern Branch and the main stream 
of the Patowmac; a territory called Columbia, 
subject to congress only. A magnificent plan was 
drawn by Monsieur L'Enfant, a Frenchman, ^nd 
approved ; but so few parts of it etre yet finished,, 
and so many trees remain growing within the 
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fx)un(faries, that it has more the appearance of a 
nnnniber oF viUages, scattered in a wood, than one 
great city. 

According to Monsieur L'Enfaht's plan, it is 
intended to be divided into squares, or grand 
divisions, by streets running from north to south, 
intersected by others from east to west. Besides 
these^ are very "broad streets or avenues, running 
from some of the most important squares and pub- 
lic buildings, in an oblique direction, which pro- 
duce a variety of fine prospects. These avenues 
are bordered with broad gravel walks, planted with 
trees, and are named after the states of the union» 
The squares are very numerous, and are designed 
for the reception of statues, columns, or other 
memorials of heroes and memorable transactions. 

The houses are all to be of brick or stone, though 
some wooden ones h^ve been erected for present 
use. Near the centre, on an eminence, stands the 
Capitol, commanding a complete view of the city 
and adjacent country. It contains spacious apart- 
ments for the accommodation of the congress, and 
public offices for the executive department of the 
government, with the courts of justice, &c. Near 
it is a fine statue of that great man, General Wash- 
ington, on horseback. / 

The house designed for the president is a hajid- ' 
some stbne edifice, in which the principal apart- 
merttis of an oval form. Between this building 
and the Capitol is erected a large hotel, which is 
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brick, ornamented with stone. Two fine malls, 
intended to be embellished by a variety of elegant 
bniidings, run from the Capitol to the president's 
house, till they meet on the banks of the river, 
where thejr terminate. Places are marked out Anr 
many more noble, useful public buildings, but few 
of them are begun. There is to be a marine hospitaJ, 
a general exchange, a city hall, churches, colleges, 
market-houses^ theatres, public walks and gardens. 
Two streams, Reedy Branch and the Tiber, run 
through the city, and will supply the inhabitants 
amply vith water. 

It is impossible to survey the incomplete b^in- 
nings of this great city, possessing so raanj ad« 
vantages, without a warm wish, that at some future 
period it may arise to that eminence that is adapted 
to the head of an extensive empire; and that it may 
become the seat of arts, learning, and virtue. About 
a mile from Washington stands George Town, a 
place of considerable trade, having a small college 
for catholics. 

We went by water to Alexandria, another town, 
seven.miles lower down theriver,^and had a charm- 
ing row through a pleasing succession of small hills 
and beautiful valleys, intersected with streams, the 
banks of which are adorned with clumps of trees 
and pleasure-grounds. 

Alexandria is one of the most.ebsgaat towns in 
the United States. It stands on a small plain ; the 
streets cross each other; and, spacious sqaaiies add 

to 
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<oi(8 beauty^ convenience, and healthiness. The 
houses are chiefly built of brick, and the large^ 
commodioits quays are lined with houses and stores : 
for this town rivals Washington in trade ; exporting 
the produce of the back settlements to the West 
lodies, and even to Europe. 

Having written a longer letter than 1 intended, 
] hasten to conclude, and assure you that I am. 
sincerely your*s^ .. 

HENRY FRANKLIN. 



LETTER V. 

Jtrthur MtddUeton to his Brother Edwin. 

Washington. 
Deae Brother, 

n' the Falls of the Patowmae, a few 
miles from this city, were too attractive to be neg* 
lected. The smaller falls do not deserve the name 
of a cataract; but they cause such an obstruction 
to navigation, that a canal, a mile and a half long^ 
bas been cut to remedy the inconvenience. Above - 
these falls, at a place where the river is confined 
between mountains, a passage dver it is formed by 
A grand bridge of one arch, an hundred and twenty/ 
ftet wide. The navigation at the Great Falls is 
nade easy by a canal with ten locks; where the- 
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ifrater rushes down wUh tremendous inapetuositjf^. 
over a ledge of rocks, in several difl^rei^t cataracts* 
Viuding afterward^ with great velocity^ along* tfee 
l^ttooi of th^ precipices, whose rocky crags are 
so intermixed with trees as to produceabeauti/uJ 
etkcU From want of other raat^r^als^ or because 
they are at hapd, t^he. pf^ple in tj>e neigl>bour* 
fapod. build th^ijr cottages with fi^givient^ q£ these 
rocks. 

A gentloman at Alexandria furnished us \vith 
horses, and accompanied us to Mount Vernon, the 
teat of the late General Washington ;- an . object of 
curiosity to those who revere his memory. It 
stands- nine miles fron) Alexandria, on the banks 
of the river; but we were obliged to make a larger 
circnijt by land, Of\ iko^ount of the nuraerops citeeks 
that fall into the Patowmac. We got into the 
midst of a thick wood, where several roads cros& 
each other: unfortunately, we took a wrong one; 
U beg^i to. grow dark ; and tlfe weather, which 
lUd bi^n suUry hot in the c|^y> becamq very. cohU 
asuiiden alteration that is frequent in thi^ cliinate. 
'(hus UQCoqfifqrti^bly situated, we kne^ not w^at 
to do^ as we d^eadetji pa^^^he night in this.soli'- 
taj^ forest* 4fier wand^jp^^ HJ^fmi twp.Qr tlisee 
hfn^j^ I ^pMsdr a glimjiieri^g light tbrpogh the 
ttwfi. Thi^ n#6d oujr bop^^ We. made up to . 
ity apd found it.pi:o<;eQ^,fr(N»i^«nM>U fmn-bQUBey 
viM^ ope of the fi^milyi M^as sk^: W gmfnA an 
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The go^ woman took pity on. us^ and regalecl \\% 

with some salted pork out of fier pantry; she (hen 

crowded hisr family two or three iii a bed^ in order 

to leave one empty for us, and in the morning sent 

a negro, with us to conduct iis to Mount Vernon, ^ 

whiqh is an eminence, commanding delightful views 

both of land and water. » 

The house, is only of wood, painted to resemble 

hewn stone; it has a long portico, supported by 

eight piltacs. The dwelling-hotise is in the centre, 

and the offices are contained in the wings, which 

communicate by a covered way with the main build* 

ing. In one of the parlours hung a portrait of the 

general, said to be a« striking likeness. . A certain 

austerity of countenance struck me with awe as 

I looked at it : he^was rather tall, had a command* 

ing aspect, a full, broad chest, and strong limbs: 

his eyes were large and grey, and bis nose long in 

proportion to his &ce. " You do well," said Mr. 

Franklin, observing my attention fixed on the 

picture, ^^ to contemplate the features of that true 

hero, as every thing is intecesting that tends to 

elucidate the character of such a distinguished 

peison; but above all,*' conttnuedhe, ^^ study and 

imitaie his virtues : he wa&einineoi fos disinterested^^ 

ness, moderation,.lov&ofiiiberty., and real patriotisni^ 

ia not only vssouitig. his country from a. yoke that 

he. considered oppiessive, but when he had attained ^ 

the height of power^ disdaining to assume a rank, 

that a ipah of less priadpl^ and niorc amiMtion 

might 
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jtiight have claimed, as the reward of bis services ; 
and contenting himself^ ItkeCincinnatusofold, with 
a private station, till called again by his fellow- 
citlzeiis to take the helm of government. His death 
was honoured with the lamentations of his countrj^- 
men, who regarded him as the father of their 
common* wealth. 

The fiirmers and common people live in what 
are called l(^-houses, because they are made of 
the bodies of trees, which are roughly squared, 
and placed crosswise one above another ; the ere- 
vices- between them are stopped with clay, and th^ 
roofs are covered with small pieces of wood, called 
shingles, ciit in the shape of tiles. Two doors, 
which frequently supply the place of windows, are 
Hiade by sawing ' away a part of the trunks that 
form the body of the house : the chimney, which 
is always placed at one end of the roof, is also made 
of the trunks of trees ; but the back is made of clay, 
to prevent fire from communicating to the wooden 
wall. The doors are hung on wooden hinges, and 
most of them have no locks, a log of wood being the 
usual fastening. 

These simple habitations make an odd appear* 
ance, and require neither carpenter, bricklayer, nor 
smith ; for there is no iron or nails about them. 
Two men are sufficient to complete one of them 
in foiir or five days, so that a new settler need not 
be long without a house. Thf? floor is raised a 
little above the groiuid, and ooyered with planks : 

two 
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(wo large beds lodge all the family. In summer, tbe 
children think it no hardship to sleep on the ground, 
wrapped in a blanket; though they hare been ac- 
customed in winter to sleep on a feather-bed. 
Drawers are conveniencies not often seen in these 
log-hous^; the clothing of the family is hung 
round the room on fcgs, or over a long pole. 
Though these buildings are not very elegant', I can 
assure you the inside of alog-honse, blazing with 
a large wood fire, is a comfortable sight to a weary 
traveller on a cold evening. 

We scarcely pass ten or twelve miles without 
seeing a tavern, as they call inns in this country. 
They are all built with wood, and resemble one 
another, having a porch in front, the length of the . 
house, almost covered with handbills ; they have 
no sign, but take their na,me from the person that 
l^eeps the house, who is often a roan of conse* 
quence ; for the profession of an innkeeper is far 
more respected in America than in England. 
Instead of supplying their guests as soon as they 
arrive, they make every body conform to one hour, 
for the diffisrent meals; so that you must often go 
without your dinner, or delay your journey till 
the innkeeper pleases to lay the cloth. Tbe ac- 
commodations are very indifferent in many places ; 
at breakfast, you must be contented with bad tea 
or coffee, and small slices of ham fried, to which 
are sometimes added eggs and a broiled fowl. At 
dmneri salt beef and toast fowls is the common &re, 
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with mm and w iter to drink ; asd at night you are 
vegalcd with coffee, tea, and ham. There are al- 
ways several beds in one room, and strangers are 
sometimes obliged to sleep together ; the slicets are 
mostly brown, and seldom changed till they are 
dirty, whether few or many people have slept in 
them* 

In seme places we have travelled through woods 
for mites together: these woods are composed of 
oaks, of every species ; ]&lack walnut trees, used' 
much by the cabinet-makers; tulip trees; the 
Kalmin, with red blossoms; and, in marshy land, 
cypresses and cedars aboand. The appearance of 
vines creeping up some of the trees, induced nie to 
look ibr grapes; bat'ifound it wasoaly a poisonous 
weed) that caused ray handlb to Mistier and swell 
very much, Indian com fs frequently' cu Mi vated 
by the farmers : its tj^U yellow heads, wlien nearly 
ripe, look beautifol ; but I feel more pleasure in the 
sight of wheat fields, because they remind' -me of 
Old England, 

In whatever quarter of the world"! ani, believ* 
me always. 

Your afibctionaie brother, 

ARTHUR MIDDI.ETON. 
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LETTER Vr. 



Arthur Middleton to his Sister Calhenne. 

MT DEAR QIRL^ 

THOUGH I generally address ray letters 
to Cdwin, y'ei I thiak the objecU we have seen, in 
an excursion to Monticelio^ so particularly adapted 
to your taskte, that you have, a claim to this letter. 

The respect Mr, Erankiia had for Mr. Je:6fersony 
as a geutleman, q m^n of \vQrtb^ and a scholar^ 
induced him to acpept his invitation to spend a 
ireek or two at his hpuse, . and see some of the 
naluml curiositioa of the o^oi^pt^ios which surround 
it. Mr. Jcffi^soo is thought an able statesmau; 
he took an active part in the revolution, and was 
the man lyfao proppsed. the d^aration of the Ameri*- 
call independence. He was the first ambassador 
sent by the United States to the court pf France^ 
and has avowed hfjmffilf a stauinpb republican. 
But politics are a subjfect that Mr. Franklin never 
discusses in this couq^ry, as his sentiments differ 
from the Aiperigi^nS); aud be is neither willing to 
give offence, nor relinquish his own principles. He 
esteems Mr. Jei&ESQa s^ a philosopher, aiul admires 
his Notea up^n yirgidia^. wbiph hi^ve e^blished 
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bis character as a man of sense and a good ivriter, 
lie farms bis own estate^ Tvbich lies amongst the 
sOufk-west mountains, a fevr miles from Cbar}o^/es- 
ville, near tlie head traters of Rivanim river. 
The house is built on a small plain, upon the top 
of a mountain that is not very high, and is 
thought one of the most elegant private habitations 
in the United States. A fine library and museum 
extend the entire breadth of the building,^ and 
open into a large green-house and aviary. In ibe 
centre is a spacious octagon apartment, the depth of 
the house, i^ith folding glass doors at each end^ that 
lead (o a portico. On one side of the mountain 
on which it stands are fine roads, with walks 
cut through them in difierent directions ; on the 
other is the garden, and a luxuriant vineyard that 
produces plenty of fine fruit; To complete this 
charming residence, it commands at one view a 
magnificent prospect over the Blue Ridge, fbr 
nearly forty miles; and from another, the low 
country covered with trees. The high situation 
of Monticello affords an opportunity of seeing a 
phenomenon- that is very rare on land, though often 
seen at sea: the sailors call it looming. His not 
accounted for on any principles of philosophy ; but 
it makes distant objects appear larger than they are, 
and changes their form into many whimsical shapes, 
which gives great variety to the views. 

On going abroad towards 8un*set, whilst here, 
and in other parts of Virginiai T was sometimes 
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enveloped for an instant in a column of warm air, 
Ihat seemed driven towards me by the wind. I 
enquired the cause of it, but could get no in* 
formation. 

Our visit at this place was rendered extremely 
agreeable, not only by the elegance and hospitality 
of our entertainment, but by several rides in the 
neighbouring mountains, which abound with na* 
tural wonders. 

The principal of these, is the Rock Bridge. Oh I 
how I wished for you and Louisa, to have shared 
the pleasure and astonishment I felt at beholding it. 
Some violent convulsion of nature is supposed 
to have suddenly cleft a mighty mountain asunder, 
from top to bottom ; and, by some extraordinary 
and unaccountable circumstance, to have formed 
this magnificent arch of solid stone across it. Our 
friendly guide, wbhing to give us the first im- 
pression of the Rock Bridge, in all its glory, con« 
ducted us to the foot of the mountain, where we 
had a full view of this stupendous arch, which 
wcms to touch the very skies. The height of the 
bridge to the top of the parapet is two hundred 
and thirteen feet, measured with a line. At the 
bottom it is f6rty»five feet wide, and at top ninety. 
It is about forty feet thick : part of this thickness is 
formed by a coat of earth, which afibrds growth to 
maajr large trees, principally cedars and pines. 
After gratifying ourselves some time with this 
sublime spectacle, we ascended the steep crags 
. by 



by a viaditig footpalb to the top ; one $ide is pto^ 
tect^d by a parapet ivall, but the other is open ; and 
Ip look down from it into the vast abyss would sbake 
the courage of (he stoutest heart. The road runs in 
the Biiddle, and waggons daily pass it in safety, the 
breadth being no less than eighty feet. 

The bridge is supported by an ^butflucnt of a 
solid mass of limestone, which, with the arcb^ 
seems to have been chiseled by the art of man. A 
small stream, called Cedar Creek^ runs dv^r a bed 
of rocks at the bottom, and adds much to the beauty 
of the hcidte. Having taken leave of our kind 
friends at Moutiicllo, we. proceed fifty miles to 
the northward) behind tbe Blue Mountains, to see 
a large oaverii ca I d Maddison's Cave. It is. in the 
middle of a mountain, which is so steep on -one 
side, that a pebble might be thrown from its sum- 
mit, into the river which washirs i(s base. The 
p^th leading (o the cavern is on tbfe opposite side, 
and very eaay to ascend, till it turns suddenly io 
the steep part of the mountain, which is ettremelj 
rugged, and covered with iramcntje roeks and treea 
from top io boUom* The. mouth of the cavern is 
l^uardfd by a huge pendant stone, that made me . 
tremble lest it should fiiU. and either confine me 
for ever within the cave, or crush me to atoms 
with its weight. Seeing Mc. Franklin enter, I 
overcame my fear, and followed him and the 
guide, who lighted us into the dreary mansions with 
splintery of pitch pine,, wbichgive a hril|^nt light, 
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bttt bum 6ut Yery fast; however, we were provided 
with a large bundle of them. The first apartment 
is i^ry high, and its floor is moi^t, from the quan* 
tity of water that trickles down from the roof. The! 
gmde led us through a passage on the leff^ into an 
apartment that I shall call the anti-chamber; 
wheuce we advanced into the sound room, a caviern 
that reverberates any sound in a wonderful manner. 
I blew a French horn, that the guide had provided, 
and we were almost stunned by tlie echo. This 
chamber is arched at top, and beautifully decorated 
with petrifactions. Returning to the anti-chamber, 
we followed the ^uide, through a long, broad pas- 
sage, to a pool of clear water, which stopped our 
progress on that side. The floor is of a deep sandy* 
earth, full of saltpetre ; and the walls are of lime- 
stone. Not satisfied with what we had Seen, we 
scrambled down a steep, slippery place, in the side 
of the lohg passage, into another cavern, more 
spactons than the rest. The petrifactions formed 
by the water trickling from above, hang down from 
the roof in the form of elegant drapery ; in some 
places the petrifactions have begun at bottom, and 
are shaped like pillars of different heights. The 
floor of this apartment gradually sloped to a pool of 
water, which put an end to our researches. We 
returned by the same path we came, mounted our 
horaJs, and pursued oor way amongst the Blue 
Mountains, which are covered with large trees to 
the very summit ; some of them are cragged and 
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extremely stonj, otbers rich and fertile. Travellers 
on horseback, armed with pistols or swords, with a^ 
large blanket folded up under their saddle, that they 
majr not want a bed at night, who were going to 
explore, as they term it, (that is, to search for lands 
conveniently situated for a new settlement, in the 
western country,) were the principal company we 
met upon the road ; except heavy waggons, covered 
with strong linen or bear skins, carrying the pro- 
duce of Jenesse, Kentucky, and the back parts of 
Virginia, to Alexandria, Baltimore, or Fhila- 
delphia. 

Mr. Franklin contrived to meet the Patowmac 
at the place where that river passes through^ the 
Blue Ridge. The approach towards the spot is 
wild and romantic. From a very high point of 
land we beheld the Shenandoah, another river, to 
the right, which, after having ranged along the 
foot of the mountain an hundred miles, to seek a 
vent, meets the Patowmac, which is endeavouring, 
from the left, to force a passage ailso. The moment 
they unite, their waters rush together against the 
mountain, rend it asunder, and pass oiF to the sea. 
The piles of rock above, and the steep precipice 
beneath, with the roaring of the torrent, form a 
sublime contrast with tiie tranquil view beyond it. 

From this place we returned directly to Washing- 
ton, delighted with, the romantic objects we had 
seen, which amply repaid the troubleof the journey. 

I havs 
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I hare taken sketches of different views; Amongst 
others, that of the Rock Bridge, ivhich I hope we 
shall one day examine together. With a kiss to 
little Louisa, be assured that I am, most affection- 
ately, your's, 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 



LETTER yiL 

3Ir. II. Franklin to his Brother. 

Norfolk, 
BEAB BROTHER, 

WE are continually changing the scene 
from place to place. From Washington we bent 
our coarse southward, into the state of Virginia, 
after coasting along the Maryland shore of the 
Paiowmac, as far as Hoe's Ferry. This tract is 
fiat, sandy, and dreary. Nothing is to be seen for 
miles together but extensive plains, that have been 
exhausted by the culture of tobacco, now over« 
grown with yellow sedge, ami occasionally shaded 
"with groves of pine and cedar trees. Many of the 
houses are in ruins, anc4 seem to be deserted by the 
iababitants. The Ferry House looked like the 
mansion of misery, and is so badly supplied with 
provisioos, that we could hardly get any thing to 
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eat, except a few oysters taken oat of the river, 
but they were very t£ls(e1ess and indifferent. Ad- 
jpiniRg to this tavern I saw several huts, occupied 
by the slaves belon'ging to the master* What 
a picture of wretchedness they presented! The 
poor creatures looked half starved, were covered 
with rags, and the childrei\ ran about stark naked. 
Having crossed the ferry, we entered Virginia, but 
found no great iraprovement in the appearance of 
the country. We were put ashore on a small pe- 
ninsula, called the Northern Neck, situate between 
the Patowmac and the Rappahannock, remarkable 
for having given birth to several distinguished 
characters in the American war, particularly Gene- 
ral Washington. There is a great inequality in 
the condition of the inhabitants in many parts of 
this province. Some possess immense estates, 
worked by a great number of slaves; whilst others 
live in a state approaching to indigence. The for- 
mer are generally well educated, and have a taste 
for reading; but the instruction of the middling 
classes has been greatly neglected. The Virginians 
are remarked for their hospitality and love of plea- 
sure. In tlie houses of the rich I have frequeotly 
been entertained with a dinner of delicacies, served 
on plate, in. a room where the windows bave stood 
in great need of the glazier ; so inattentive are they 
to the state of their houses. Which are often very 
much out of repair. 

Dancing, gaming, huntii^, and iBcingy 9a^ 'heir 

favourite 



49 

divourite amuseman^s; but tliough thcj are so (om) 
6{ horses, (hey do not rrdc well. 

Tobaiccais one of tlic staple commodities raised 
ia this part of the countrj. As.soon as all danger 
of frost is past., the cultivator chooses a small spot 
of ground, upon wliic^i prodigious piles of wood 
are burnt, in order to destroy the weeds and insects. 
The warm ashes are then dug in ^ith the txirth, 
and the seed sown* Bushes are next strewed over 
the ground^ to preserve tire young plant from the 
attacks of birds and flics; but it often happens that 
a large black Ily, ef tlie beetle kind^ devours the 
slioots as soon as tliey appear, when tliey are obliged 
to be picked off by hand. When the plants are 
of a proper size, they are transplanted into the 
fields, and set out on hillocks at a small distance 
from each other. In this i^age the roots are fre- 

* 

tjuently devoured by worms, and flies deposit their 
<?gg8 between the leaves and the stem ; and were it 
not for the continual care of the slaves^ who are 
employed in clearing them of their enemies, most 
of the plants would be ilcstroyed. When tfrey 
have attained perfection, tliey are cut down, and 
pegs are driven into the stems, by which they are 
hong up to dry, in large houses built for that 
purjwse* 

When properly cured, the leaves are tied up in 
bundles, packed in hogsheads, and sent to the next 
shipping town for exportation. Where the roads 
arc good and dry, it is usud to drive two large 
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^ms of! wood iato ilie end^ of the )iogs1iead, wlilcli. 
serfe for axles ; to tliese thej fasten a pair of shafts, 
foroiing the begsbead into a kiad of carriage^ drawn 
by one or' two horses* 

By tbe process I hare idescribed^ jou mny see 
that a great number of bands must be employed, 
^nd much labour performed, before a i\oor £ngllsh« 
xnan can enjoy a pipe of tobacco. Thus are we 
ifadebted to each ether for the smallest gratifica- 
tions; nor can. tbe richest or most povi^erfui indi- 
vidual boast that "lie is independent of his fellow 
creatures : for our Heavenly Father has bound u^. 
all in one chain of mutual fellowship and good 
offices. 

The culture of tobacco has of late gradns^IIy 
yielded to thai of wheat* The rank of the cultiva- 
tor is, in some degree, regulated by the produce 
he raises* Those who grow tobacco and Indian 
com are called planters <» and those whose crops 
are small grain, farmers* We have visited the 
chief towns in this province: none of them are 
very large* Richmon[d, the capitaly is situated on 
the iiorthern side of James River, immediately 
below the Falls. The lower town extends alo.ng the 
bank of the river; bat the houses of those npt en- 
gaged in trade form the npper town, and stand . 
upon a. hill, which comnuinds a prospect of the 
river and its islands, with the extensive valley 
through which it flows, and the numerous falls that 
break its stream. On the opposite side of tlje ^ 
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liver the country rises into ft gentle eminence ; and 
the little, bat veU-buHt town of Manchester, cn» 
Tiroocd bj caltivated fiddsy wliich are ornamented 
by coantless nombers of treesr, and dotted with 
scattered honses^ embellishes the sweet, variegated^ 
romantic perspective. The Capitol, or State-hoasc, 
is a vast pile of r^ brick €. even the pillars and 
ornamieRis are of that material. It is esteemed one 
t)f the grandest edifices in America; but it is more 
to be lidmired fi>r its ihagnitude than it$ elegance. 
h the ceatre is a circular vestibule, lighted by a 
<iome, and embdUsbed by a statue of General 
Wdshingtofi, and a bast of La Fayette. 

PrMthe southern shore tfie river is crossed by 
A corioas bridge, built upon fifteen large flat- 
^(omed boats, secured by strong chains and 
anchors ; a simple contrivance^ that can be easily * 
wplaced, if carried away by the shoals of iee in (he 
winter, which frequently come down with such 
force as wouhl overthrow almost any stone biridge 
thej could «rect. Rtcbmond c6ntaiiis about five 
tboQsaad inhabitants, mote than one third of whom 
^sla?C8. 

The fidb in the rrver extend six miles above tlic \ 
city, and fr^m the rocks that obstruct the passage, 
as weU as the descent, navigation would be ira- ' 
pnicticable, but for fi canal which opens an unin- 
Erupted communication to the Blue Mountains; 
^ in some seasons, beasts, with light burthens, 
^Q proceed stiU further. 

D 2 Before 
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• Before the revolution^ Williainsbnrgli was tlie 
capital of Virginia ; the removal of (he legislative 
body to Richmond luis . reduced this towii to a 
deserted , forlorn condition^ 

TJie Capitol, which is falling to rains^ and the 
College of WilKam and Mary, are relics of its 
former .consequence. Law, mediciae, natural and 
tuoral philosophy, mathematics^ ami modern lan« 
guages, are tauglit to the- students, who are not 
numerous. But little trade is carried on at Ibis 
place ; and the society is thought -very genteeL I 
paid a visits, myself, to the hospital for lunatics, buA 
cannot praise it for good management. 

. York is a small to\vun^ not very flattering to tie 
feelings of an Ei^Iij^hraaQ;; as it was- bene that 
Lord GornwalUs surrendered bi&.army to th6 united 
forces of the Americans^ and their dlies the French. 
A flaf^ uninteresting country, lies between these 
towns and H^impton^ a small .place si(uated at the 
ipouth of^ames Uivjer.; across whi^h we were fer« 
ried to Norfolk, the. only sea-pprt ,of consequence 
in Virginia. Having no rival, its ^rade to Europe, 
the northern states, and the West Indies, is flou^ 
rishing. The exports chiefly consist of tobacco, 
flour^ and various kinds of lumber. The town is 
an irregular, dirty, ill-builtgroupof wooden houses, 
chiefly surrQunded by.,uttv\huWsomeswa|nfips., from 
which aiiseis . an ' iatolerable stench, that causes 
grievous maladies io the inhabitants* Tiie yellow 
fever frequently curries off great numbers ; and I 

believe 
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believer they increase the eril, by the imnioderaf^ 
use of wine and strong liquors by way of prtg;- 
7ention. 

The day after oar arrival being Sunday, we 
irent to church, and were hurt at observing that 
the nesrroes are nol suffered to* mingle with the 
whites^ but are confided to a particular phce; ds 
if the universal Father of all distributed liis bless* 
iDgi^ao proportion to the complexion of his crea- 
tures, when we are expressly told, that " every man 
shall be rewarded- according to his works." I have 
since heard that this custom prevails throughout 
Georgia, Carolina, and Virginia. From the ruinous 
state of the church^ in genoral in this part of Yir* 
giuia, and the negligence of the duties of the sabbath , 
I am led ta suspect that religion has not its due in- 
fluence on the people. Many of the churches stiind 
in the nudst of solitary woods, and it does not appear 
that any persons are appointed to attend to them. 
GSrave-yards are oft«m private property, and very 
profitable to their. owners, in Nortblk. In different 
parts of the country I jiave observed, near large 
plantalions, burying grounds for the family, walled 
in; an accoromodatioo, when church-yards are 
scattened at a great distance from each other. 

The tobacco i^ Virginja is in high repute, 
which, in -some degree^ may be attributed to the 
houses of inspectioii that are established in every 
district where it b. cultivated. The inspectors 
cxaoiine theqnality of each hogshead of tobacco, 
) ' D3 and 



^ if they approve it, mark it witli a bot iron^ 
before it can be shipped; vfcicliiaaQ eflfectoal re- 
litraint on any imposition that might otherwise be 
practised, by. mixing good and bfMl. together. Mjr 
letter is drawn out to so gmat a lengthy that I. fear 
you Will be as ti|ad with reading as I am ivitli 
Yvriting; , so, without. wy fm^er addition^ J vill 
say, faiewelK 

HENRY FRANKLIN. 



LETTER Till. 

Arthur MUUUetan to Ms Brother Edwin. 

" Norfolk, 

Dba^ EnwiK^ 

AS lifr. Fmiklia i» pvepwriitg a padiet 
for Englaiid, I must add my lemafks on Aftt put 
'Of Virgiiua we have already «eeii. 

The houses, in many pl«e«s^ ha;ve an antiqpe 
Ullpwwice, Uhe the old qpMia^ houses in Engbpd^ 
and are huUt. with briak and atone; but most of 
the modern ones are on^ of weood, and always have 
a porch, or pent-house, in the Iront, which is oAsn 
carried aU round the dwelUng, and affsids a shady 
retreat, in the heat of the day, from the scorching 
;fays of the sun, which, in bright weatlMi^ ase 
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ktease at noon; tboiigli the atrnospbere is asr 
variable here aa io other parts of America^ often 
changing from hot to cold several times in the sam^ 
day. In the centime of genteel houses there is mostly 
ft ball or saloon^ furnished like a parlour, \vitfi 
hof?iSp &c^ where the family pass much of their 
time, for the sake of enjoying a thorough draught 
tf air. 

The heat and unwholesomeness of the clim^ate 
give the common people, especially, most salfow 
complexions; but few of the women are hand* 
some^ and the bonnets they wear to shade them* 
selves from the sun, make them appear still plainer 
than nature has formed them t the caul sits close to 
the back of the head, and the front projects, like an 
Umbrdla, over the face ; so that they cannot look at 
any thing behind them without turning the whole 
body round. The rich are exfreihely fond of 
pleasure, or what my mother would call dissipa- 
tion, such as gaming and horse-racing. Cards and 
dice would be a punishment to me ; but the delights 
of the chase and the course I like very well : and 
were it not for my MentcM-, Mr. Franklin, 1 could 
never resist an invitation to either. He tells me 
that 1 look only at momentary gratifications, with- 
out considering the consequences ; that racing leads 
to gambling and bad company, and that hunting 
mostly ends in a carousal. 

The common people are exttemely fond of an 
entertainm^t CaHed a barbacue, which is the 
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mectTn^ of a joyial party, often ia (he woods,, ia 
partake of a sturgeon, or a pig roasted whole in the 
open air, on a sort of hurdle, over a. slow fire. . The 
feast is lob generally succeeded by plenty of liquor. 
and ttic guests separate, unable to walk lioiue in a 
strgiight line. Drinking is> one. of tlieir viccs^ and 
runs away with great part of their gairis* As a 
counterbalance to 'these defects, they are lively 
and liospiUble, and have humanely adopted a code 
i^riaws, in some respects similar to that of Penn- 
iiylvapia, by' which no crime but preraeditated 
murder is punislied with death. Virginia is inter- 
sccte4 by numerous rivers and creeks, and in many 
parts covered with, forests of. maples, pines, cedars^ 
tlie climbing trumpet-flower tree, the Carolibian 
allspicej cornet trees, . walnuts, laprels, bay-trees^ 
tulip trees, poplars, oaks, sumachs,, acacias^ and 
many others : ^it produce^ also a great variety of 
fragrant plants and fipwering shrubs ; and the 
groves are inhabited by multitudes of birds, which 
sing charmingly, and some of them delight the eye 
ivith their beautiful plumage. The notes of the 
^nocking bird are the most melodious of any. It is 
about the size of a lark,' has a lohg tail, and the 
colour of the body is a deep blue. This bird imi- 
tales the song of every bird he hears, but excel^ 
them all; and so conscious are they of his supe-i 
riority^ that when hctjegins to follow any particular 
bird, he flies away, as if ashamed of his own per- 
formance. There are none, however^ but the 
' mocking 
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mecking bird^ to be compared to oar English 
songsters. ~ The blue birdvand the red bird are both 
yery handsome ; the firdt is not bigger than a lin- 
net, bat its dark bright-bine head, wings, and 
back, when it flies, make a brilliant appearance. 
The red bird is of a fine vermilion colour,- with a 
small tufl of feathers on his head.. I have seen af 
few humming, birds, fluttering about like butter^ 
flies, but their colours are not so bright as those 
more to the southward. The whip-poor-will is a 
bird whose note resembles those words, which he 
utters in the dusk of the eveoiag, in the most plain- 
tive manner, and oAeu continues his complaint (ilt^ 
almost morning. From: birds, which you know 
are my favourites,. T must descend to frogs, which,- 
in the low grounds, make such an extraordinary 
noise,- that it resembles a whistle; whilst, some of* 
their icompanions,' called' bull-frogs, from their 
great size, croak so harsh and loud, you would 
hardly believe the sound came from a frog. We 
me one day spectators of a scene terrific and ex*-- 
tiaordinary to us,, though not very unusual in (his 
country.. Some negroes bad been ordered to set' 
&m to large quantituos. of brushwood, in different 
places, which is a comsnoa practice. • That day^ 
was chcisen, • becanae it ^ was. perfectly calm,- and 
Ike sky seiene;.. bat^ in. the afternoon it became 
sultry, and streams of hot t\ir gave -tokens of- 
an. approaching storm: the. horizon grew dark,- 
and^a dneadful wlurlwiad aiose. . We dismounted,- 
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sykI got upon an eBuneiitce io observe iis progress* 
]t advi^Dced towards us mth> gilist swifto^ssi cmr^ 
xying with it clouds of dust, dry leaieSj and piaoei^ 
of rot tea wood ; and in mauj places4t levelled tfae 
fence-rails, and unroofed the sheds for cattle. 
Alarmed for our safety, we nade every endearmtr 
to reach a place of shelter, but in vain; in two 
minutes the whirlwind ovsitogk us. The shock 
was violent, it was hardly possible to keep aur 
feet; and we nearly lost our breath. In a verjr 
short space, however, it was past ; but a storm 
of thunder and. iigbtttuig snoceeded, acoompaoied 
by heavy rain, which dmiohed as to th^ skin. As 
soon as use could leconer ourselves, we looked 
rpund to^observe the oourse of the whidmnd, and 
were astonished to see a prodigious column of fire 
in a part of the Wipod, where ire afterwaids found 
that the brushwood had Ueeh lighited. ^he fianes 
rose, in some spots, above the tvees. We had haw 
a new enemy to avoid, as tlie 4Sic gained upon os 
so rapidly, that we vrere afraid of being, ovartahen, 
in spite of 9ur utnos^ speed. A geuend alarm 
ioGk place. The negroes from, several neighbour* 
ing plantations assembled ;. and in order tO' check 
its prognes5t, and pnyent one sunroundang confla« 
gration, set fire to the underwood on all sidca 
a>head of that already kindled, so as to neet it^ and 
by destroying every thing tiiat could serve it for 
food, to extinguish it. These new fires were caro- 
fully watched by. a numbes of neu^ w^h hoes and 

rakes, 



59 

rakes, to guard them from spreading, except 
towards the great fire, which in tirae (hey effectu- 
ally put out. The sight was tremendous and sub-* 
lime. Rolling clouds of black smoke, between 
which appeared volleys of flame; the crackling of 
the trees ; the terror of the birds, disturbed from 
their native haunts, by a danger as terrible as it 
was unknown: all announced a convulsion of na- 
ture, and made me fancy myself at the mouth of a 
volcano, disgorging its inward fires. Leaving you 
to heighten the picture from your own imagination, 
(for it falls far short of the reality,) I conclude, with 
the most tender afiectioh, your*s, 

ABTHUK; MIDDLEXON. 



Charlatown, 
Dear Edwin, 

W&hate not pdssed through niany great 

towns in our journey hither; yet yte hate found 

objects that, from their novelty or curiosity, havd ^ 

amused us. 

The country about Pforfolk 'is extremely flati and"* 

would be uriinterestlng,^ li^ere it iiot for ^he width ' 

aiTd f)eautiful windings of Elizabeth Tower; the 
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little town of Portsmouth, on the opposite , shore ; 
the great number of ships, some at anchor, some at. 
the wharfs, some repairing, and others building; 
ivhich enliven the scene, and render it agreeable. 

Dismal Swamp is a vast bog, containing one 
hundred and fifty thousand acres. In some p^rts 
ike surface is dry, and firm enough to bear a horse ; 
but in others, a man ,would sink over head if he 
attempted to walk on it. If a trench, only a few 
feet deep, is cut in the driest part, the water gushes 
in, and fills it up immeiliately. The Water flows 
from the sides in large streams, into the canal 
that connects Albemarle Sound with Norfolk ; its 
colour is exactly like brandy, which is attributed 
toihe. nxits^ of tlie juniper trees that grow in the 
swamp. The whole bog is covered with trees^ 
which grow to an enormous size; between them 
is a thick wood of cane reeds, long grass, and 
brushwood. The moist parts nourish juniper and 
cypress trees; and the dry ones^ white and red 
oaks, and a variety of pines. The trees supply a 
vast qoastiiy. of ihingles and staves, which aie^ent 
by the canal to Norfolk, where there is a constant 
demand for these articles* The pines yield plenty 
of turpentine, which Js obtained >y cutting a large 
g^h in the tree, and setting a trough beneath it, to 
catcli the liquor that runs from the wound. The 
people who live on the borders of the swamp drive 
all their cattle into it 4o feed ; but they would lose 
them if they were Qot careful to train them to come 
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home every, evaiiiig. Wben a fresh herd is (urned 
out, the farmer sends with them two or three old 
milch cowsy accustomed to the place, with lidle 
bells fastened round their necks. The cows come 
back regularly to be milked, and their new ac» 
quaintance follow the sound of the bells; and at 
their return are feasted with a handful of salt, which 
attaches thera to their home. It is said, that in the 
recesses of this swampy forest, there arc large herd» 
of cattle, that have strayed and are become wild ; 
besides bears, wolves, deer, and other creatures, t!iat 
are its native inhabitants ; but we did not penetrate 
&r enough to see them. 

The taverns along the coast between Norfolk 
and Charlestown are wretched, and the fare accords^ 
vith them. We could often get no bread but thai 
laade of Indian corn, which is very coarse, strong^ 
and unpleasant to people who are not accustomed 
to it. It eats best in cakes, because the large loaves, 
are seldom well baked in the middle. So badly 
^eie we entertained in some places, that we were 
ftlad to satisfy our hunger with a dish of hominy^ 
a mixture of Indian corn and beans, boiled to a solid 
wrt of pudding, with milk. This is often eaten,, 
either hot or cold, with bacon or fresh meat; and. 
^me of the negroes almost live upon it. 

Ag we advanced towards the southern part of 
Virginia, we saw ^reat numbers of lai:ge birds, in 
foim and plumage resembling a turkey, called 
turkey buzzards. They feed on putrid carcases, 
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nvhich basinducecf the inhabifairts of Caroliila fa 
prohibit the destroying thera, as they think they 
are useful in removiitg bodies in a state of decay, 
that ^¥ould increase the unhcatthiness of the cli* 
ibate. 

After passing the Dfemal Swamp, we entered 
North Carolina. On the side next the seaT it is a 
vast plain, almost covefed with forests. It hap«^ 
pened, one night, that we were belated, and lost 
our way in one of these trackless wilds. Jt was not 
long before a light, gtimmcring through the trees,, 
revived our drooping spirits with the expectation 
that a house was not far off; but what was our sur* 
prise and disappointment, on riding up to the spot,, 
to find that it moved from us, then drew nigh, and 
then swiftly tool flight inta the woods. Whilst 
ife were considering the cause of this extraordinary 
appearance, I perceived the same sort of Tight in a 
bush close to our side^ and in a few minutes all the 
tre^ in the forest sparkled with them. IVfr. Franklin, 
presently recollected that this iHunrination pn>- 
seeded from the fire fly, a nmM insect that sWarms- 
iri summer in the American wood^,. dispersing their 
light in all parts in the night ; though they are sel*^ 
dom seen in the day,, because tftey hide themselves- 
in rotten wood. I pocketed a few foi^examination,. 
and found them of a reddish brown colour.. ThjS 
light comes from under the winga^; and when they 
rise in the air, looks like sparks^ appearing and* 
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disaj^peatiiif ev&ej meYnent. It b a grehfc relief, 
m travening tlurough those woods,' to altaj our 
thirst with wild strawberries, which grow here 
plentifully. The green fruit on the trees promise 
also an abundance of wild plums, grapes, and 
blackberries. Various kinds of medicinal plants and 
roots are found hercy parttfiilnrly ginseng; snake- 
root ; and lion's heart, which is thought a sovereign 
remedy for the bite of a serpent. We sometimes 
exchange the gloomy forest for the open savannah, 
or pasture ground, mostly oovered with cane grass, 
resembling the stalks of green ccffli and aAu'ding 
excellent food for cattle* I am no coward; but the 
pale, saUbw,. sickly countenances of the inhabitants, 
and the numbers we have found indisposed with 
bilious fevers and agues, make nve dread a fit of 
illness. Nature generally provides a^ remedy for 
e?ery eviK This country would probably be more 
miheaUhy than it is, were it hot that the trees in 
the k>w country are loaded with vast quantities 
' of a kiBg, sjpongy kind ol moss, which inhales the 
uowhokBome vapours from the stagnant waters. 

We have been at Oharlestown but a few days, 
and have taken mp our abode at a boarding-house^ 
where we are supplied with kxigingand food: but 
we are sddom at home, as we accept all invitations; 
our design being to tiee as much as possible of the 
pec^e, as well as the country. 'Having an en- 
gagement to dmner^ and scarcely time to prepare 

for 



far itf I must close; my.Iettar, vfiih most afleettotl^ 
ate remembrance to- all giy friends in Old Eng— 
land* Adieu* 

AKTHUR MIDDLETON^ 



LETTER X. 
Mr. 11 • Franklin to Edmn Middletoh. 

Chdrlestottmi 

D£A& EbwiN,, ^ 

I CANNOT seal up a packet that I am- 
going to send to my br^tber^ without enclosing a« 
letter for you. Caeolina is divided into North and 
South.. The eastern side, towards the .ocean^ 
throughwhich webave lately travelled^, is ft low^^ 
swampy country,, intersected with creeks .andriveis;. 
and from its moisture,, the beat of the climate;, and. 
profusion of vegetables, extremely unhealthy. 

Nj^wbefn, though, a poor place, is the . hifg^# 
town in North Carolina* The houses arel)uiU with., 
woodf and a* few public edifices.oo^y are of bcUk.. 
We hs^ve passed through several othefr small towns, 
but they have no particular clainis.to description^. 

Charlestown is the capits^.of South Oarolina. It 
is situated on a tongue of land, formed by the con- 
fluence 
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iliiencei>f the rirers Ashley and Cooper. The most 
popuIouB and commercial quarter of the city standi 
oathe Ashley. Some parts of the quay project a 
great way into the rivcr^ that merchant vessels may 
more easily, receive their cargoes. 

These quays are made of the trunks of the cab* 
bage-palm, fixed together^ and placed in. squares 
one above another. The spongy nature of this 
tree woukl not lead one to expect that U ,yould 

« 

rciuaia many years under water \yitIiout injury;, bul 

experience proves that it is more dumble for this 

purpose than any other tree in the ^qntry. TtiQ 

streets^.from east to west| extend fro^n river ta 

river, and running in straight lines^ open agreeable 

prospects e^ch way, and afford good opportunities, 

by nieans of subterranean., draini^ for removing 

nuisances^ and promoting the h^altb and cleanliness 

of the city. . The ^ost moderfi houses are genecaHjf 

of brick, thpu^h , maqy of the inhabitants prefef 

houses of wood) because they think them cooler than 

tjaose of brick ; • and they adopt every contrivance 

to mitigate the excessive heats of summer, by ad* 

mitting the fresh air into, the apartments. . Open 

windows, doors opposite to eaiph. other, and long 

galleries formed to shelter the upper part of the 

house from the sultry rays of the sun, are the luxuries 

preferred by the rich to the ornaments of painting 

apd gilding, . 

Tiie outward .appearance is often neglected^ 

wjiea 
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%bieh tbe inside is commodious and 'WeQ farhTshcd ^ 
Ihofigii thty are 6ddom remarkaDiy neat, 'notwith*-^ 
standing the numerous train of negro servants tfaaA 
are kept in opulent families. 

The streets, instead of being -paved, ' acre cbveredl 
"^n^h a loose sand, ground to a fine'powder by the 
niuhitade of carriages that pass through' them. Iti^^ 
^vriflKljr weather, the dsst is intolerable ; and, ^ter a 
shOMfr, -the xNissengeiiB would ^ink into the mnd^ 
were^it not for narrow brick foot-paths, which ruo. 
before the bouses. Pumps are plac^ at short 
distances; but the water has a btsNSkUh taste, that 
is very disagreeable. The mode 6t Kvingis ex- 
tremely Imcnrtoiis. Most famiKes keep a coath o^ 
ft chaise. The ladiei^ are never seen to walk Oft 
foot; and the men often ride. Ttrenty megro and 
mulatto slares are commonly employed by people 
^f the middle rank, in domestic offices; and even 
the diildren are attended by 'a number of little 
Heroes of their own age, who are obliged to com- 
ply with their humours, and fqrmthem to habits of 
tyranny from their infancy. Arthur cannot bear 
this, and is contimially giving lessons of humanity 
and modemtion to his companions. 

The hospitality of the inhabi^nts of Carolina 
towards strangers, their generosity to persons in 
distress, and their unfeeling treiftmcnt of their 
slaves, show tliat tlie human breast is capable df 
cherislHng qualKies directly opposite to coch other*. 

They are expensive in their funeral^, thinking it a 

mark 
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marie of vespect to the deceased, to convey tlieir 
temains to tlieir last itbode with splendid decora- 
ttons and tneiattciioly pomp, iirhich may truly be 
termed the most absard of vanities. 

South Carolina has not yet adopted the humane 
paniftbments of Pennsylvania. Death and whipping 
are inflicted more often than in Europe. No 
defender is allowed to an accused negro ; and his 
judges. Iiave power io condemn him to whatever 
mode- of death they please. 

The importation of negroes from Africa has 
been prohibited, at diflferent times, fbr * a limited 
period. There is a party for both sides of* the 
qvestton. Unfertnnately, interest prevails over 
bunanity and justice; but it is genemlly albwed 
that the elaves in this country are much better 
tu^M^ in all respects, than formerly. 

False opinions lead to erroneous practice. 
Whilst it is considered a degradUton for a white 
sum to Mboor, slaves nrost be had to cultivate the 
earth; particalarly the rice swamps, which are 
here- very numeiotts and extensive: and as the 
culture of that gmin differs from any thing in 
fiurope, I will relate the process nsnally adopted. 
After the ground i» turned up in furrows, in April 
er May, a tvoman throws in the seed, and the ne^ 
gmes fill them up. The plant shoots up in ten or 
twelve days; and when it has attained the height 
ofsix or seven inches, the field is overflowed, s* 
that no moro than^he tops of the blade can be seen. 

In 



|q a few weekft^ the water is-tnriied eSj to give the- 
.negroes an opportunity of weeding .the. rice % when 
tJiatisdone, the field.iss^Hi covered^ whli waiety 
till the crop is ripei which is koown-b^ the yellow 
colour of the eary and the: handnesfr of the stem. 
Wliea reaped^ it is kept iaistacks ti\l ^winter : but 
ji^ere i& to be done h^fofp. ^ is .i^.s4X>rted* Jt .is 
tlireslied ami ^t into a«j5ipall w(K»dQi|iJlio|iae^ iiked 
upoalbjurj^illars^ wUir a larg^ ^ve. placed ki the 
ceiling: into this sieve the rice,ii^:tbFOWA,' and 
cleaned bjr the win^l.befo^ U reacbe&.tbe. gvoiuid^ 
Tire outer J>«sl^ is^ dijep^takep o^^bya hand-wHI^^ 
^fler^whicbit j^jvia^w^lj>^ns} beafofii'liritlv^ olubs 

tO;tjikpofftbeifiufif.Jwsk?v; The.*M^ graiil»' are 
siHtecl fr jm Ihe sQia)i pne^^iand |^a!(^ad«in casks td 
bec^n^y^ oi^^hipboar4« / ^eSf^t^^h^ tide comes 
to perlcction, it i^ assailed sby sfkmy:eneme$f 
Wo^ms.a^ siMlJj$slvBf , thal|livA Attiithei w^W Jhat 
lOPy^jA .theswamps^ .would^ d!i^tr/>y tte roirts, , wefett 
xu^ for the heror^, whp deypur ;thein,iri^maltttude9> 
and are^ofi that acpount^ asn^ob^reg^anl^ bjt the 
planters^ as the ; turkey buzzards are by tfae jnf 
. habitants of (he toiyn^* ;. • . > 

iDQUiperable flocks pf.riqe-birds hpj^en oyer ibt 
swavps whea. the crop isripe; ; but ,ikey lire not 
Uninlcrrapted in their fffast^, for youiig- negf^ am 
constantly kept on the watch to drive, th^tn* aiWay. * 

South Carolina. b divided:* by nature into im^f 
parts^ Upper aud Lower. ^ Along the cpaiit^ aqd 
inorfi than one Uaadiediiul^mQtW^ndx;^ coiiotry 
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is &t, level, and intersected with s warn ps, cuIIh. 
Tatod with ricc:t beyond this, it rises into hills 
progrcssivelT^ .and terminates in the Allegany 
Mountains, which separate the waters tliat fall into 
(he Atlantic'from those that discliars^e themselves 
into the Mississippi. An examination of your map 
will make this clear to y<m» 

There are no stones to be found in Lower Caro- 
lina ; and upon digging up tlie ground are layers of 
sea-«hells and petrified fish, in the middle of the sand« 
At sixty miles from the sea ard entire oyster-beds, in 
a fossil state; one extending fifty miles, formed of a 
species of that fish no longer to be found on the 
coast. Huge trunks of trees arfe also frequcnfly 
discovered beneath th^ surface of t1i6 earth, which 
seem to have lain there for ages. Do not tiiese 
drcumstances seem to confirm the truth of tlic 
deluge, and prove, incontestibly, that this whole 
tract was once covered with water. 

Except at' Charlcstown, there arc very few 
schools, of any description, in this state: the cul- 
tivation of the human mind is, consequently, at a 
* low ebb: and many persons of fortune submit to 
scad their children to Europe for education. The . 
produce of the earth is the chief source of wealth 
to the inhabitants of Carolina, as they want either . 
tfce skill' or the taste to establish manufactures* 
ladigo 16 a plant much cultivated, for the fine dark 
hhie colour it yiekls to painters and dyers* 
€olton is likewise raised here to advantage, and 

forms 
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forms a profitable ar(i<de of commerce* Serertil 
of our friends having formed a^rty to tlAeacrkle^ 
into the country^ I must lay aside my |M> asd bkt 
yott adieiu 

HENRY FRANKLIN. 



LETTER XJ. 

From Mr, Htnry FrmAcM io Mr^. Middkton^ 

Dear Madam, 

THE intelligence I baive to ooofuy s(»*. 
nearly concerns your happiness,, that I make mk^ 
apology for the liberty of addressing myself. to> 
you. 

In order to save you from the fain of ^preheft* 
sion, I begin by an assurance that ywn^oa is now 
in perfect health ; though, firomimpmdentfy pultin^ 
himself in the way of danger, be baa beei^ ifery ne«^ 
losing his life. 

As we were enjoying a waH^ in the wooilis, aflar 
the heat of the day, we saw a rattle»mialie ooiled 
up before us. 1 called bastiljr to Arthur to avoid 
bim. Had he attended to my>wiiniiiig) be would 
have been unburti for they.sddem attack any one 
who does not molest tbem : . but curiosity, and a 
spirit of adventure, temj^ed bim to advlmceand 

touch 
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fsuch the animal with a switob«. Enraged bjr ibis, 
issaulty the creature, which wxui six: fbcl longj and. 
as thick as nij leg> carled up ki& body in a circle 
around bis head, wiiich he raised upright, and witb 
a sudden dart inflicted a wound on the ancle of my 
young frietnd. My terror was extreme; but not 
losing ray presence of mind^. I gathered the leaves 
of a plant, which, grew in the wood, that X had. 
been told were an antidote, aiul by the immediate, 
application, diminished the ill consequences, of the. 
venom, though he suffered extremely for several 
days. He is perfectly recovered, and 1 hope will 
learn prudence from this accident, which might 
have been fatal. 

The moment the rattle-snake is apprehensive of 
danger, he sounds his rattle, and puts himself in a • 
posture of defence* The rattle grows at the end of 
the tail, and is formed of several loose, hollow 
cells, of a horny kind of si^bstanci?, that jingle one 
agauist another, and warn those who are near to be 
upon their guard. He inflicts his, dangerous bite with 
two fangs, or teeth, tha$ are quite distinct from those 
with which he eats his food. These fangs are smal), 
sharp pointed, and furnished at the roots with - 
small bladders of a subtle poison. There are two 
species of the rattl^e^nake, distinguished by their 
coloar ; the one black, the other yellowish brown : 
itis el^^tly striped, and its eyes are of a brilliant 
red. 

The bite of the wat«r ratile*8tiake is also folson* 

ous, 
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Tius, bat less so (han fliat of (he land. This creature 
differs much From the common rattle-snake, as it has 
neither fan^s nor rattle ; I cannot guess^ therefore, 
why it has obtained this name. 

The black -snake is another common reptile in 
Carolina; it is very long, and pursues those %vho 
attack it, but its bite is of no consequence. The 
country people seldom krii it, because it is useful in 
destroying rats and mice. It is wonderfully fond 
of milk; and frequently ^cals into dairies; which 
in these southern parts are mostly under ground, in 
order to preserve the niHk, which could not, in 
another situation, be kept sweet tbr three hours, in 
summer. 

• There are many^other kinds of harmless snakes, 
isdme of them beautifully variegated, particularly 
the garter, the ribbon, and the bluish green snake. 
Th^ Macassin snake is almost as poisonous as the 
rattle-snake; and it*i$ a more insidious enemy, be* 
cause it gives no warning of its approach. 

Reptiles are numerous here, and of great variety. 
There are many species of frogs and lizards, be- 
sides the chameleon, which is by no means un* ' 
common* 

The waters and swampy places abound with that 
kind of crocodile called a coeinan. We have seen 
several upwards of twelve feet* long, from the heiad 
to the ejititemity of the tail. !f on land, they will 
sooner take to flight at the sight of man, than ven* 
ture totdtack him ; but in the water they are more 

couraffooiiF, 
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courageous, and faave been known, when bounds 
have pursued a stag into- a river, to seize both the 
d(^ and the deer, and pull them to the bottom, 
whence they never rise again. This creature's 
invulnerable coat of. mail renders him formidable, 
as it is almost impossible to wound him, except his 
antagonist has saflScient address to hit exactly be« 
tween his scales. 

If your son is prone to that want of consider* 
ation which is natural to his age, I have the satis- 
faction of assuring you, that be is endued with a 
noble generosity of disposition, that manifests itself 
in tender sympathy with erery human being that 
he sees pining with affliction. He one day pressed 
me to take him to the slave-market in this town, 
where the negroes are put up to auction several 
times in . a week. I observed his countenance 
change on seeing them exposed to sale, on a sort of 
stage, whilst the buyers turned them about and 
examined them, as we do horses at a fair. The de« 
jected countenance of one young man, as he was 
on the point of being adjudged to the highest bid* 
der, by the common cryer, aflfected him particu- 
larly. He enquired into his story, and found that 
his distress arose from the hcart<*breaking coosider- 
atioa of being for ever separated from a young 
woman, whom he had lately married and tenderly 
loved. Arthur's pity is not of that useless kind 
that only laments at the misfortunes of others ; he 
is always full of contrivances to relieve tbem^ and 

E will 
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■will forego any self«gira((ficalion for ihdti purpose. 
He earnestly conjured roe to piircluise 8.tncliG() ^ancl 
give him his freeiioiu. Many calculations were 
imraediately made .for saving his- aliowaticc tiil he 
C»uld reimburse ttie cxpenoe. I reprcistmted tb« 
insufficiency of redeeming an individual, H-lien so 
many thousands languish, in slavery around us^ 
whose chains we cannot break. After many argn** 
menfs on both sides, he recoHected that we wanted 
A servant to attend us to Fiorida, and that Sancho 
would be wey adapted to that purpose. But, said 
I, what will become of* his wife? .your scheme 
will equally eifi'ct their separation* tiappilj-, 
replied he, she belongs to an English lady iii 
Oluirlestown, wl>o is going to set the noblo exanv* 
ple-c^giving freedom to her negroes; she may re* 
main in her service whilst ^Ve want Sancho, and 
some phkn may be afterwards, contrived to enable 
them to procure a^ livelihood by their own iiw 
diiBtry* . . 

Myi heart could no lorrgeir nssist the entreaties of 
A^benevolent mind. I conserited^ The change of 
countenance in Sancho, who understood the sub* 
ject of our contest, I will not attempt to delineate ; 
nor can I describe his gratitude and attachment t« 
his young master, for whose preservation, i be* 
lieve, be would lay down his life. If by^ this com- 
plianoe I have ensured him a faithful servant, I 
hope you will not think I have acted impio* 
perly. . . 

The 
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The life of a planter, whilst (hey reside opon 
their estates, is miserably dull; as they generaHy 
live in ^ soittary house, surrounded on all sid^s- by 
mild and water, deprived of the ciieerin^ influence 
of pleasant prospects or agreeable neighbourhood. 
The negroes, and tlieir overseers^ are the only per*^ 
sons with whom they conrerse: the comfort of th^ 
former depends mnch upon the disposition of Ihe 
latter, who can eithdr lighten or increase their ta«^ 
boar in the field. In the month of June, wheiv 
the -swamps are watered for the first time, tbo ieaf 
of pestitential disorders compels the planters to: 
exchange this mopish life for the gaieties of Charles- 
town, and leave the management of the plimtatioit 
to a white overseer, who, for gain, risks his life by 
the certainty of a dr&idful fit of ilhiess : should he 
survive the first, lie is sure of a second attack, 
though probably slighter, at tlie same season next 
year. All the planters keep great numbers of on^,. 
cows, and pigs, almost free of ex pence, as thoy tunt 
ttiem out to get their own living in the iari^c ibrests 
belonging to the plantations. 

Few people here will allow that the capacity of 
the negroes is equal to that of the white people.' 
As far as I can judge, making an allowance fer tto 
disadvantages of slavery, they are much upon' a 
par with those of their own condition of life* We 
met with one, in Norfolk^ who had tatight liimsol6 
to read and write whilst a slave; «nd by dint' of 

E 2 industry 
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industry, at o?er hours^ bad acquired a considerable 
fund of knowledge. 

A negro, named Caesar, obtained a pension from 
the state of South Carolina, for discovering the 
metbckl of assuaging (he pain and swelling of, the 
bite of a ratl]e«snake, by -4lie application of a 
tobacco leaf steeped in rum. 

In order io prove the efficacy of hb remedy, 
Caesar, with Roman fortitude, provoked one of 
those dangerous animals to bite him, iind then pre» 
vented the baneful effects, by dressing tlie wound 
after the manner he had recommendecl. 

Our time has passed away cheerfully at Charles- 
town, one agreeable entertainment succeeding an- 
other ; which is according to the gay disposition of 
the inhabitants, and their extreme attention to 
strangers. 

The ladies mix a great deal in compnny, though 
they are modest, and observe the strictest docorum 
in their behaviour. Both men and women lose the 
bloom of youth very early. At thirty, a woman 
looks old ; and it is not uncommon to see the mother 
of a young child with the wrinkles of sixty. The 
climate is very mild. Jathe depth of winter thcie 
are seldom frosts that last longer than a few days ; 
Ibut the people are so enervated by the excessive 
heats of summer, that they require large fires ; and 
more fire* wood, in proportion, is consumed in 

Charlestowa than in Philadelpliia. 

The 
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The town begins to wear a melancholy appear^ 
ance, from the breaking out of the yellow ferer. 
Nambers are ill, and all intercourse with the coun- 
try prohibited, except by the negroes, who are not 
subject to the disease* 

• This circumstance has determined me to take my 
departure without delay. The necessary prepare* 
tioDs r^uiring my attendance, I must conclude^ 
with the greatest respect, your's, &c. 

H. FRANKLIN. 



LETTER Xn. 
Arthur Middleton to his Brother Edo^n^ 

Sunbury, 

Dbar Bbothkr, 

THE yellow fever drove us from 
Cbarlestown in great haste; but (he desire of vi« 
siting East Florida overcame every apprehension of 
laeeting again with this terrible disorder, further 
sooth, therefore we proceeded to Savannah, along 
the coasty which is much intersected with rivers^ 
and broken by many small bays and inlets. The 
town, which was formerly the capital of Georgia, 
stands on a high hill of burning sand, on the south 
of the river of the same name, and seventeen 
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miles from its raontlu It is oac of the largest places 
in this country^ tfioagh of no Yerj great magnlhide. 
It has several churcbes^ belonging io diflSsrent sects ; 
and a synagogue for the Jews, of which peojrfe 
there arc many families settled there* 
. TiibnotYicofSarajinah will be'recordod in bis- 
lory, ftqm the tlefeat of the French and Americans) 
lufaA^r Mi d'fistding, who endeavoured to take it 
from the English; but General PieTost preservtsd 
it by his superior address, in obtaining a cessation 
of arms for twenty-four hours, whilst he procured 
reinforcements that enabled him to defend the 
place. 

We were not sorry to take our departure from 
Savannah, which, from its situation and unhealthi- 
ness, is a disagreeable residence. 

The country we are going to explore Ueiug 
thinly nihi^bited, and not likely to afford re^lar 
accommodations so often as we might want them^ 
Mr. Franklin purchased three iiorses ; oiie for him- 
ltdf|: one for itie,. and one. for a oegro whom I bavo 
. n^caed frotn slavery s he ib qualififtl to be vefy 
Useftfl to us ia ease of aodideats. Before I pio* 
oetd.d»iy Citftfaetin my journey^ I must explain t« 
you that AneHca \% Inhabited by three distinct 
kiad^ ol people ; Indians, European settlers, ami 
Nc^ro slates : entirely different in their origin^ tbat 
iS| aa &r as we can trace It; ibr I do not mean to 
say that they did not all spring from Adam. The 
iMtive inhldbita^tS)! whom i have never yti inko» 

duced 
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(lueed to jour acquaintaoccy are the Indians, who 
onoe uninterruptedly possessed the whole country, 
aiid ranged, as free as air, through the vast forests 
planted by the hand of Nature, where they pursned 
the wild animals for their support ; and each tribe 
possessed extensive tracts, in. which they would 
suffer no interference from their ueigbbours. Th^ 
were ignorant of the art of cultivating the ground, 
aod trusted to the success of the chaoe, and the 
wild fruitfi of the forest alone, for the supply of 
food. This mode of life required a prodigioua 
extent of country to maintain a small number of 
inhabitants; and the Indians would have received 
inestimable blessings from the instructions and ex* 
ample of the Europeans, who discovered their 
country, and formed settietnents in it, if the white 
people had been guided by disinterested motives 
6f fellowship and guod will; but instead of tbis^ 
ttvarioe infiuencdd Ihem to seise upon the lanA?^ 
and to drive the poor Indinns into the interior purtt 
of the oovntry* A fern purchased their estates t 
others obtained them by atratagem and faithless 
treaties ; and many more by force* This has caused 
abnoBt continual wars between the white people and 
thelndiaiffr; but these simple people are nota matck 
for an European army, governed With i^ulftr mili- 
iaiy diseipline. 

When we read of the discovery of South America 
by Golumbus, you may remember that his snocoss 
encoariged other adventurers 4o go in quest qf 

£ 4 unknown 
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>d[known lands^. and voyages of discoTeryJbicarab 
a kind of fashion, sanctioned by the most powerful 
nations of Europe, who were, most of them, cnger 
to found colonies in the new world. These settle* 
ments have gradually risen to considerable states; 
and emigrants from all parts of Europe continue 
to add to the number of thcL white inhabitants. In 
the multitude of these ^ emigrants, there are many 
iinprinci|;ied arlveiituiers^ who have no means of 
subsisting at home, and are therefore willing to 
■eek a maintenance in a foreign country, wbeie 
their character is not known. It is common for 
these people to retire io the unculliratod parts of 
the country, and obtain a grant of a certain por- 
tion of land. Their iSrst care is to build a hut, or 
a log-house, for their family ; when this is efiectetl^ 
they begin to cut down trees, and loosen the soii^ 
for the reception of as much Indian cora and 
pMatoes as their own wants leqaire; and for. the 
rest J game and pork sapply. the deficiency* . .▲ 
restless spirit, and the desire ^f indepeedenoei as 
the country around them becomes oaor&'pcopkd) 
often induce these borderers, as » they are called, to 
quit the spot on whicli they have bestowed some la* 
hontf before it is completdy ckaik, nnd rtsmore fur* 
iher into the ibrest, wliere they can livo mirestraine4 
by law or good manners : in short, tbey are a kiad 
of savages, bostiie to the Indians, iind to their more 
civilixsed countrymen, who succeed them, and im- 
prove their rude jb^iaoings. . Thus^ a i^m wiU 

sometimes 
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sometimes own two <i^ three masters before it comt's 
into thorongh cii lit vat ion. The number of the 
Indians is said to diminish rapidly; and it ia 
Ihonght that, in time, i\u*. wbite nations -will be- 
came the sole pjssessors of the vast continent of 
America. 1 need not tell you that the negroes are 
broas^ht from Africa^ against their inclination^ and 
sold for slaves. 

I hasten to recal your attention to our journey* 
From Savannah we proceeded to Sunbury, a sea^ 
port town, beautifully situated between Medway 
and Newport rivers, and about fifteen miles south 
of Great Ogeeche river. The town and harbour 
are defended from the fury of the sea by the Dorth 
and south points of St. Helena and South Catberine's 
islands, which we visited the next morning, and, 
in Older io reach themy forded a , narrow shoah 
The soil of these islands is sandy, and not very 
fertile, except on particular ridges near the sei^ 
shore, formed of heaps of sea-shells, perhaps throwa 
up by the surf from the most distant ages. Time, 
and the effects of the air, have converted the greater 
part of these shelly into earth, which is of such a* 
productive nature, that it yields almost all kiiids of 
vegetables ; and amongst otbfers, some of the most 
beautiful flowering shrubs you can imagine* I 
wished Catherine had been with me» to have ad- 
mired the variety of magnolias, kalmias, &c., that 
flourish here, aln\pst unobserved by the inhabitants, 
to vbom they are no novelty. As I was groping 
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ftbotit amongst the shells of one of these moimds^ T 
obsenred pieces of broken earthen-\¥are, vphich ex- 
cited my curic^ity to search further, titt I found ar» 
eaKhen pot^ ingeniously embossed with basket<» 
irbrk, andof very antique appearance j but how it 
6ame there, or to what people it belonged, is one 
if Uiose ^cretd that will probably never be dis- 
covered, though it puzzled Mr. Franklin to fornft 
conjectuires about it for some hours. - These islands 
^i^tlie abode of mimerous herds of the roe-^buck 
mr deer, which are often attacked by the tigers,. 
woTves, and bears, who still dispute the sovereignty 
of the "woods. Here are also raccoons, foxes^ 
gquirrels, rats^ and mice, but no moles. One spe- 
cies of the rails is twice as large as the commou 
Norway rat. In the rright time this creatiKe throws 
out the d&rth to make its burrow, and raises little 
Billocks IvHfch have a singular ap^^earance. . In one 
6( my tiTaKs I was struck with something hangings 
from the boUgbs of a tree like a dead animal: I 
touched it trtth a switch I bad in my hand^ wben^ 
tb my surprise, it leaped to the ground^ slunk intf> 
the thickett, and almost poisoned me with its 
irt^ncfa. ' I soofi found it was an opossum^ an ani- 
ibal very comtnon in many parts of America, and 
ilumefous in iKis6 i^land^. It is about the size of 
& bat: and lis 'head is shaped tike that of a (ox: 
it has si)iatl, tbuhd^ black, piercing eyes, and 
mpright Wkck efcrei ed^ t^fth whit6; its tail 
hpBxSj^ <»tkx6d iHth itsiiei, Mi & of gteat uae 
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io the ci«ature, as it h long enough to twist round 
the branches of trees; \vhilst (te body hangs sut* 
pended. The greatest peculiarily of the opossum 
ts a sort of poucti under the belly, in both the male 
and the female, where they hide their young. 
They teed on canes and other vegetables, and 
enjoy a feast when they are nimble enough to catch 
a bird. *' 

As I. know your fondness for natural' history, I 
shall make no apology for describing the raccoon, 
it is less than the beaver, though resembling it in 
shape, except the head, which is more like that of 
& fox. It has a white face, with broad, black cir*' 
cles round the eyes, that give a firmness io its 
countenance, though it is^Iiarmless : it is very active, 
and climbs trees with great expertness. Birds^ 
eggs and vegetables are its food ; and so delicate is 
it in its taste, that it is extremely fond of oysters, 
and frequents the shores at low water, not only for. 
the sake of seizing the first unfortunate oyster that 
S^pes open its shell, but also in order Io wasb its 
^ before it is eaten. The hair of the raccoon iir 
useful to hatters, who mix it with that of beaven 
^^d rabbits ; and its flesh is good eating, as 1 ek^ 
pcrienced yesterday, when we ceuld get nothing 
^for dinner. IH)Ie*cftts and wild cats also inha- 
^i (heae woodfei'} and such a variety of snakes and 
Krpents, that I cannot particularize them s the 
iMiga aat tbem vofaGiotiftly, and seem to have no 
iat&d'lhiirbilib Tike mltte-simkeia^dAeadMsied 
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itnd sent to table as a- dainty dl^h^ but I couki 
never overcome my prejudice sufficiently t^ laste 
them. 

Tbe animals of these islands may serve for a 
description of those that inhabit the coasts of South 
Carolina and Georgia, ns they are nearly alike. 
Though my letter is already so long, I cannot leave 
put my feathered favourites. Here are several kiiids 
of eagles, who are the tyrants, not only of the air, 
but of the earth also, fdr they prey u(iou fawns and 
oihet young quadrupeds* 

The fishing hawk flies high and swiftly ; his long 
pointed wings cleai^ilig the air with vast force : he 
lives entiiely on fish, which he catches wkh great 
dexterity. Water-6>wl, of numerous kinds, haunt 
these chores; and amongst the songsters there is 
nonetnore mdodjous or licautiful than the painted 
finch, which is moijrnfully contrasted with the 
cooing of the ground dove, an eWgant tittle ci^ea*^ 
tare, not larger than a sparrow. 

The wild tt^rk«ys grow tio ti ^yrodigious size. 1 
saw om tbM had been hatched from an egg found 
in the forest ; he wa& a noble, majestic. bird, at least 
a yard high, when be stood upright: his colour 
was dark du$ky brown; but. tbe feathets of* the 
oeck, breastj back, ai|d shoulders, were tipped with 
copper colour, which iin tbe ^un looked like bur- 
aisbedgold. 

The AmerieaQ turkeys are twice as: large as tbose 
we haVjB 10 JSs^laiwl^ pmrticntarly lui toh^hUm 
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(beirneclLS and legs are lon^r in proportion. Both 
Ihe cock and hen are brown, not having a black 
feather on (bein ; bnt the cock is beautifullx adorn* 
ed with variable shades,' as 1 have already men- 
tioned. 

Thoogh the novelty of a foreign country delights 
me, my heart glows at the remembrance of home, 
and the dear friends I kft there, to whom I send my 

best love. 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 



LETTER Xiri. 
Mr. Henry Franklin to Edwin Middletom. 

St. AuQu^li.ie. 

My bear E0Wiir, 

lN\>rdef to (race the course of our jour« 
Bey, yoQ must stady your map, and you will per- 
oetve that the river Apalachicola, which discliarges 
its waters into the Gulph of Mexico, runs between 
East and West Fhnrida. The great Mississippi 
divides West Florida from Louisiana* 

£ast Florida is the present seen^ of . our re- 
learches. Arthur and I havi^ left Sunbuty, rode on 
to the banks. of the Aiatamaha river, through a level 
country, w<Ai iratered by large stveams^ which take 
their ooiute iiom. extennye swampi and niarshes. 

These 
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These swamps arc daily improving iiita Inrge^ froitfnl 
rice plantations. T be road -we have lately traversed 
is straight^ wide, and ^ kept in excellent repair ; and 
ia most parts is- bordefed witk a- light grove of 
various beautiful flower*bearing trees, entwined 
vith garlands of creeping shrubs, and over<shadovr- 
ed by tall spreading cy prases, oaks, and cedars. 
The rice and corn plantation^ ave decoupled in a 
similar manner; and through the branches of the 
trees ap}x;ar the neat, humble dw.ellings of the in- 
habitants, who are cheered, not only all day, but 
during moonlight nigb^- with the melody of the 
cheerful mock-bird, the warbling nonpareil, and 
the plaintive turtlc*dove. 

Inns not being very frequent, we are accus- 
tomed to ride up, without ceremony, to private 
housfc, where we are generally entertained with 
great hospitality, and are entreated to pass a day or 
two with the family, who seefn . graiified with the 
company of strangers. During' one of these visits, 
when the beat of the day was past, we made a little 
party at fiabiog, a diversion in which I take no 
pleasure ; but 1 ^as willing to comply with what- 
ever was kindly proposed for <mi amaseme^i*. Out 
friends led us to a shady retreat^ i» a beautiful ^Mtb 
of .magnoUasj/fliyrtlts, and sw^t b&y trees, btM^ng 
on the bank of a clear slioaniy that flowed with Wa§N 
^tine ooiine through tiie. ptaotatiois. We ]M^ 
sently caught some fish; cm kiwi of Ibetn, o«IM 
tke wd Jbe^y, ham btiHwntcBiwis, Ui^^smttl 
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fial-fish, of an ovat form. The lop of the head and 
back are of an olive green, sprinkled wirh rusvWt 
spots ; the sides arc of a sea-green, inclining (a 
azure^ whiqb gradually grows lij^liter till it changes 
to a silvery white, studded witli specks of the finest 
green, russet, and gold colour ; and the belly is of 
a bright scarlet. Near the gills is an oval parti-^ 
coloured spot, to which I can compare nothing bnt 
the eye in a peacock's feather. Our diversion, if 
the destruction of the finny tribe deserves that 
name, did not last long ; for heavy rolling clouds 
announced an approaching storm, that obliged us 
to return as fast as possible to the bouse. Before 
we could get shelter, tlie lightning flashed from 
cloud to cloud, and the peals of thunder resounded 
awfully through the air. Wc quickened our pace^ 
but were overtaken by a vivid flash of the forked 
lightning, that fell with irieBistible fury on the 
trunk of a large pine-tree, not far from our patii^ 
and set it in a blaze. The flames instantly enveloped 
the tree, and would have consumed it^ if it had not 
been extinguished by torrents of rain, that fell iit 
a few minutes aftei^wards. Happily for us, the bouse 
iras in view, and foar adding wings to our feel, we 
got in without any other great inconvenianoe than 
the appreheoskm of d^ngor, whicb was move on 
account of two youii^ ladi^ of ^ana jpavty than for 
onrselves. 

The rimj^k^y un^lbdled kindiMite «f tMi Amity, 
nUob consisted of a fitther;^ mother^ and two 

daughters^ 
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CtiughietSy might have dttained as agreeably for 
weeks : but Cbe enjoyment of a fixed babitaiion waa 
inconsistent with my plan, therefore I prepared for 
our depariure in the raoniing. 

We followed th^ course of the Alataniaha river to 
Fort Barrington, through a well-inhabited district, 
abounding in rice plantations. The vegetable 
produclions were, many of thera, striking and 
beautiful ; particularly a flowering shrub, from 
twelve to fifteen feet liigh, bearing large clusters 
of pale^ blue tubular-sha|)ed flowers, speckled with 
crimson on the inside. At the bottom of each clus« 
ter grows a sort of fence, formed of leaves of a delicate 
white, edged with rose-cokmr, which at a distance 
look like roses, and give the shrub an uncommon 
appearance. 

We reached the southern shore of the river by 
means of a ferry.. Ouroegro, S^ncho, pointed put 
to us, near this place, the traces ef an ancient Indian 
town, which he knew by conical mounds, of earth, 
artfully heaped up, perhaps in remembmnce of 
some famous warrior, or victory, like some of those 
left by the Danes, in England; an instance of 
similarity in the customs of savages with nations 
more advanced in civilizatiou. The edge of the 
stream is adorned with large tall tr^es, which grow 
in the water, caUed the nyssa coccinea^ that bear- a 
scarlet fruit, larger than an olive, used sometimes^ 
from iU pleasaDt add, instflid of liom s the leayes 
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drop off as the fruit ripens, and the whole tree 
assames a scarlet hue. 

This tree is not seen further north than the Great 
Ogeeche, where they receive the name of Ogceche 
limes. We soon left the cultivated country, and 
relying upon Sancho to direct our course, passed' 
through an uninhabited wilderness, which presented 
us, in succession, with dark, grassy savannahs, and 
high piae forests^ often varied with red and white 
oaks, cypress, hickory, cedars, and the cucumber 
tree, all of a great size. 

The transition (torn rich flourishing settlements, 
to these majestic wilds, was not unpleasant to roe; 
and my ooropanion was charmed with the novelty 
of the contrivances we were obliged to adopt for 
OQr acooromoJation. We chose the pleasantest 
spots for our resting-places, where we opened our 
bags, and refreshed ourselves with provisions ; wild 
fruits served us for a deseri, and at night, Sancho^ 
with our assistance, elected a few poles, and formed 
a shelter.' ficom the night d^ws with pieces of bark, 
that he found scattered on the ground. In order to 
furnish our chamber .completely, he spread the skin 
of a buffalo, which we had brought with us, over a 

heap of dried leaves tb8t he had collected from 

under the trees, and, I assure you, formed a couch 

hy no means oacprafortable* 

At the end c£ our second day's journey we were 
so ibrtupate as to meet with a fiow-pen^ near which 

was 
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Sh Jobn's river. We Iiave penetrated aa fkr as 
Juan's^ and wandered into the int^^rior parts, wben* 
ever curiosity or inclination pointed the way. If 
-we have seen neitlier stately palaces, nor populous 
cities, nor other works of men ; we have beheld 
with admiration tlie works of God, displayed in 
the. wild majestic scenery of the soblime forests, 
that have stood uninterrupted for ages, and .have 
afforded shelter to innumerable tribes of animals of 
all kinds ; quadrupeds, birds, insects, and reptiles^. 
whose difierent forms, habits, and peculiarities ia 
seeking Uieir prey, avoiding their enemies, and rear- 
ing their young, afibrd a conttnoal ftmd of arouse* 
ment, that raises new wonder by-dieir vuriety, and 
.the ingenuity of their contrivances to obtain their 
ends, which has been implanted ijai them by tbeir 
wise Creator. 

Never have my thoughts been more devoutly 
raised to Heaven, than in some of our rambles 
through these magnificent forests ; especially of an 
evening, when we inrve prepared our bed of dried 
leaves, under the canopy of a branching oak, or a 
lofty pine; the moon's silver rays casting a modest 
light through the (rees, and the whip-poor-will 
lulling us, with his melfincholy note, to sleep; as- 
sisted by the lowing of distant herds of cattle, or 
the shrill whooping of the^ crane. Of a morning 
we have been awakened by the. beams of the jiew- 
risen sun, and the cheerful crowing of tlie wild 
.turkey-cocks,, calling to each other from the tops 
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of the high^t trees. In spring they begin at break 
of day, and crow till sun-iise, saluting their fellows 
on die retarn of light. I cannot give yon an idea 
of what I felt at the first view of these forests, com- 
posed of such a Tariety of trees, sujierior in beauty 
and grandeur to any I had ever beheld before; but 
I will try to give a faint dcscriptioQ of a few of the 
most striking. 

Th« laurel magnolia reaches to the height of a% 
haodred feet t the trunk is perfectly upright, rising 
in the form of a stately column; the milk*wliite 
flowers, resembling full-blown roses, are surrounded 
by a circle of dark-green shining leaves, that set 
them off to great advantage; in the centre stands 
Ike young cone, which is of a flesh colour, and 
towards autumn grows very large, and changes to 
a crimson, and as it opens, shows multitudes of 
coral-red berries, which hang from the cones by a 
white silky thread. The wood of this tree, wben- 
seasoned, is of a straw colour j and harder than that 
of the poplar. 

The palmetto rojral^ or Adam's needle, is a sin- 
gular tree : they grow so thick together, that a bird 
can scarcely penetrate between them. The stiff, 
leaves of this sword-plant, standing straight out 
ftom the trunk, form a barrier that neither man 
nor beast can pass : it rises with an erect stem, 
about ten or twelve feet high, crowned with a 
chalet of dagger-like green leaves, with a stiff 
sharp spur at the end : this thorny Crown is tip« 
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]x*d witli a pyraitiM of whkd flowers, dihped like 
a 'tulip or a Mly. To these flowei^ soGCced a large 
fruit, much like a coeumber in Ibrm, but when 
ripe, of a deep purple eotour. Gariandi and fes* 
loons of creeping sbrubs hang upon the branches 
of the forest trees, nnd seem to bind tiiem together. 
AiiiongBt others, grope vines, of nnoomnKHi sixe, 
climb round the trunks, and twine to the very top, 
but the fruit is sfaall and ilMasted. 

The long luoss fixes itself, and takes roet on the 
arms of the trees; and liangs pendant, like long 
streamers of many £ddi in length, waving in th« 
wind. in a fantastical raaaner. In order to prepare 
it for use, it is thrown into shaUaw water and ex« 
posed io the sun, wfaera it soon rots, and the (nrvy 
outside is tlissolved ; when taken out, beaten, and 
deaned, nothing remiuns but the inside iibres, 
Avhich are black and like hone^tadr,' and mve 
equatty proper for stuffing mattresses, chair«bottonis, 
saddles, &o. The S|ianid^rds ia* South America^ we 
are told, work them into cables. Cattle ^nd deer 
ate glad^ in the winter season, to feed upon this 
iBOSS, whilst it is ft«sh; 

. One species of the> cypress, tram its prodigious 
height and si^e, strikes tiie beholder 'with awe^ 
it generally grows in ^ the water, ocoo iDw, mobt 
situations, near the banks of great rjfyers add hikes^ 
that are aymred several months in the year wilh 
water* The lower part, of the -trqnk spreads out 
iB|a> raanjv'divisions^ like buttlMies, that Mfm de* 
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signed to support the vast body of <he tree, nnd 
fonn large, strong, serpentme roofs, tliat strike off . 
in e?ery dtrectioa. ' The mabi trunk rises from 
these, like a straight- pillar, to a prodigious height, 
and tlien divides into a wide, spreading top, like 
acaaopy, where eagles securely fix their hcsfs: 
cranes, storksy and paroquets, venture to approach 
the royal bird, and often perch on these inacccs« 
sible branches. The paroquets are allured by the 
seeds, which are their favourite repast. The trunk 
of this tree, hoHowed oCit^ forms an exceHent canoo, 
and is frequently u^ed for that purpose. Many trees, 
shrubs, and plants, otsint&re dim Innt i ve slit^ deserve 
a stranger's admiration.- One species of hibrscus is 
extremely elegant; it is a very tall sliriib, growing 
like a pyramid, adorned with large, expanded, 
crinwon Aowers» Besides- theBP, and hundreds 
more, equally remarkable * for their beauty, the 
shrubs are. overrun by a pale pink convolvolus, 
with a deep crimison eye, which forms a delicate 
contri^t with ks dark greeii lea^vcs. 

la this excursion we; have sometimes' taken up 
onr abode for the night near the' banks of a river, 
or on the borders of a lake, where I have often 
amused myself in watching the pelicans catch 
&h. Sanclio^ who is a good marksman, shot one 
of them; it is larger than a tame goose, with very 
fibort 1^ and webbed feet : its bill is of a great 
length, and bent like a scythe; but the large 
pouch boieatli it is the vipst extraiwdinary^ part 
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of Uic bhril, and seems cakulated to earry water, 
or hide tiie prey that it has caught, Tiie colour 
is much like a galL Sancbo's gaa has generally 
procured us a good supper: ire were sure of 
either curlews, willets, snipes, sand-birds, (nt some 
kind of water-fowl; to which we frequently <added 
oysters, that were to he found in aJbundaoce in the 
ivater close to the shores « Mr« Franklin and I 
performed the office of cooks : we kindled a fire, 
by rubbing two pieces of dry wood together, and 
tlien contrived to roast our fowl with a spit of 
Sancho's making. Our concert at going to rest 
was not so harmoiitoils as in the woods, wliere the 
birds chaonted our iullabj^ The bnacing of mufr> 
qujtoes, (a huge species of gnat,) the noiae and 
restlessness of sea fowl, thousands of toons, he* 
rous, pelicans, curlews, and others roosting around 
us, but above aU, the roaring of crocodiles, for a 
long time prevented me from elosing an eye, till, 
worn out by tbeei^ercise.of the day, I .lost myself 
in spite of their. discordant cries. One evteaiag I 
bad strayed from my companions too promontory 
covered with orange trees, taking with me my 
fishing-tackle, intending to catch some fish fi^r 
«ur supper. The sky, richly illuminated with 
the tints. of the setting sun, and the shores and 
islets embellished with flowering shrubs and^pbnts, 
]Hre6en4ed a charming scene: multitudes of. water- 
fowl wei« seeking their food, before thqrretired to 
rest; amongst otfaekB|.I remarked the codts^ with 
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Lalf-sjyrcad wings, tripping' over {he \iii\e ^ores, . 
and biding themselves in (he tads of long grass^ 
youfig broodk of the sninnler kal skiiumed the 
stHi surface of* the wafer, following the old one^ 
uncotiscious of dAn'ger, till overtaken' by the greedy 
trout, whd, in his turn, became tlic prey of (be 
subtle alligator^ In a shallow part^ flowing over a' 
hed df gravel, beneath (he rock where I had chosen 
ray seat, rose a nuiiibeir of little pyramidal hills 
formed of gravel stones, by a specu^ of small cray^ 
fish, as a secure place of refuge for their young^ 
from the attacks of their natiKal enciiDy, tlie ^'old 
fish. Small com\)anics of the boldest of the old 
cray-fish vcHtared, out, ahd^ defied the gold fish, 
tvho contifiuaTiy turned to ' the charge, * The 
^ight of this' battle was new, and interested my 
attention so miich, that I nev(Mr perceived a huge 
alligator, that lay concealed under the €dge of the 
projecting rock on which I sjat: be was at least 
eighteen feet*1ong, and covered with an impene- 
trable* coat of rhaii.. In one dreadful* moment be 
<larted oat of the wAter,' opened fitf terrific jaw^ ana 
spouted Ibotli wind'an^ water out of liis liostfik. 
Resistance was vain« flight was ray only refuge. 
His unwieldy ' size made it diiScult for him to 
climb over the edge of the promontory, whicji gave 
me an instatit to take to niy heels, and endeavour 
io ascend a tre^. I had not reached the first 
branches, when an* Indian hearing ray crie^, rush- 
ed out of the thickets, and, with heroic couVlge, 
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came io^my deliverance. Happilj, he was arniej 
with a clab ni» well as a tomahawkt Being pre- 
pared for the a(tack| and extremeljr active, lie 
struck tiic alligator a violent blow across tlie head 
with a club, which stunned him a little^ . before he 
.could rtxover himself, a second stroke fell with still 
.greater violence, and depri%'cd hkn of the power of 
jnoving his jfiw. He attempted to get away, bat 
my Indian friend was too nimt^le for him, and dis- 
patched him with his tomahawk. 

1 descended the tree,, and cxpiesscd my gratitude^ 
.-as well as I could, by signs: by this time, the rest 
of our ..party came. up, and faeard^ with horror, tlie 
particulars of jny es^pe. 

Mr. I<*ranklin presenied the Indian with sevemi 
trinket^ and a Jx>ttle of rum, of which (bey me 
immoderately feml; and.acc^ted his invitation to 
jhis village which was only t,wo miles off. These 
were al^utxigJit or ton iiabitations, in a row or 
street, fiicing .a .fresh-water streani, covered with 
yellow lilies. &ime<«f the y^ung men were naked 
<|ip to thdr hips, in ffae water, iisliing with rods 
and lines; whilst many of the boys were diverting; 
themselves in ^hootingiirogs with bows and arrows* 

Our kind conductor led ms to his hut,- where his 
wife roasted acorns ibr our supper, imd prepared a 
dish of rice, mixed with oil, made from the acorns 
of a live pak* I retired to rest, *but could not 
forget the alligator : his image pursued me io my 
^siecy^ I even fancied that he had ^awo me .under 
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water. The rdarn of day rejotoeil vne, and pmeiif* 
iflg a variety of diferent objects^ cMvcrtod $oefmin 
(lie frigblfui idea Uiat had taken poss^ifiioii of my 
roind^ 

Remenilier me leaderly toj3la4beriiie «iid Louisa, 
and (ell tbem I bave oolleded a ^lumber of beautiful 
batterflics and insecis for their cabinet^ h bich i &ball 
sead to £nglaad by ihei first oi>{XMitunity. 

Your affectionate 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 



LETTER XV. 
Arthur Middfdon to his Brother Edwin. 

Taskarviia, 

My beau Edwin^ 

THE fear of exfeading my last leCler to 
an immoderate lengtb pbliged me to omit several 
things I wished to mention, that we saw in the 
neighbonrhood of Lake George, which I must now 
do, liefoic I proceed wilb otir journey. 

I mistook yast clostan of an aquatic plaai^ united, 
together by its fibrous roots beneath Ihe water^ for 
a aanltitude of islets of different sizes ; bjut wa^i span 
convinced of m/ error by Saacho, who tons two 
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coi^ifci^/olF'tliGlBfifem the rest : <hey ate not unlike 

tf lf?(fuc(*j tKoHgfe Ihe leaves are firmer, and of a 

^^tow greeif. 'Tllcy are-flrst prodticcd near tbe 

shore§, where <hej gradually spread in deep waler;, 

•and' form* ddightfiil gre^ ffoEltiog plains of a great 

length, ^frequchtlyinllftbjlfed -bjr serpents, frogs, 

.-o<ter9,^cfaiies^ liei^s, curlew^, and jackdaws. 

The snalie blM haunts 4he borders /of all the 

^fivers and waters of-FlDrtda* The^hcad and neck 

,ur<tXCr^nldy sleibder/aiHl^iliie latter uncotnmonljr 

long; tbe, bill is likewise long and pointed: all the 

upper part of tbe '.bird is as black and glossy as a 

raven; tlie bosom is. of a Vream colour,; the tail k 

Jong, of « deep black, tipped with silvery white, 

and, when spreaci, is KKe a fan. !l'hese birds love 

Xo assemble together \xi companies, upon the dry 

.branches of trees, that hang over the water. Jf 

:any thing alarms them in Ibis situation, they 

^suddenly dcap into the water as if they were dead^ 

.jBnd a[>pQar4o sink to tbe^bottom;; but rise in a few 

minutes to the surface, at a vast distance from tlie 

spot where they &I1, when nothing is to be seen 

^abov6 the water, but the sleolder head and neck, 

vhicb look very much like a snake, and from this 

tbe bird takes its name. 

Innumerable myriads of small flying insects IravKV 
over the stieains of this country : they are of tbat 
rtce <aaUed ephemeraj from tbe shortness of their 
lift in the By state. These insects rise out of the 

^ater. 



Wkier^ near tlie sl^a^ iii'cciiimiless mKnbeis^: U£ate 
sttn-riscy-whea Ihejr- generally take thotr fligbt totte 
land, bill retnrn ia their native element^ ui «warai9, 
towards ev«iiingv where they Aie greodily d^olir^ 
by birds,' frogs^ and &h» 

The grand^ basinoss. of tbeif short exi^tenoe' 
seems to be (hat pf^^iog. their t§^i which tliey 
deposit in the water, as they die soon afterwards. 
The ^g batches^ and tbe lariitB undergoes the 
usual changes, in its oozy bed^ till the warm sea- 
son enables it to bUrKt its sbeii and rise into the 
air. 

The .variety ojT &h that inhabit the wiat^f, 
oquakrthat of the birds^ and ihr exceeds my jpovreis 
of descriptjoas so. I must Itmit: my pen 4o a few 
€»f the most neittarkiable* The great boown spotted 
gdrr % dd^ad^ by a' ooat :of m^ul,^ and is so 
Toraciousy that heisja Vecgr xxianiiMil.amdiig^ fish 
less powerful than hitaaelf* He finds but fe^ 
Qspponeots wb» dum oontead with him,- exoepC. the 
alKgator,. to- wborni beaameiim^ :bcRcoines a pirey^ 
Tlie Indiaas^ufeJitS'sAarpioetbtasaratoh or bkmA ' 
.tbem^ves wi(b> whenUbey bate oocnwR) and hk 
pointed sfittlos to ara.l^eit acniWB^ 'Sumetimes tliey 
eat his flesb, wbjcktii^ white and tender, aft^ beiaf 
bataed in hot onibersi tttl the^hintwd scales peel off 
easily. • .. ' '•<! / • ; 

Some j^f the dif&Beni si^ecicri oi bream. a«e beau- 
tifully Tariegaled, partiouhriy tfae-gteat yelfow^ ^ 
pafti«cdk>ared bream s his back is a -dusky broivtf, 
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"dnhid wHk rtmfts of dull purple ; the sides and 
ksHy aie of a htight jcHoir, inclining to scarlet ; 
Hie wbob powdered tvifh specks of green, golcl, 
and silfer, and a laige spot near the giHs of a deep 
glossy black, reflecting in the siin both green and 
bhie, and eneireled with a fiery red. The flesh 
of this and aomt of the other kinds make a good 
dkh. „ 

The great soft-shdied tortoise is an inhabitant 
-^of tbeTiTersy lakes, and ponds of East Florida : they 
are ddicbus food, and weigh fiorn twenty to thirty 
ponmls. They rery much resemble the sea turtle, 
czccpi ka?iog a soft shell, which, when boiled, 
lieeoosei a jetiy. It is a disagreeable looking 
icreatuie^ haTing a sort of snout, with a hooked 
:beak ; the corners of the month are wrinkled, and 
urmed with long pointed warts, which be caa 
jtretch out or contfact as he pleases. This animal, 
^ :when hungry, buries himself in the slushy bottoms 
of dvem, wbae they are oaTcred with flags a^d 
Vh« sedgy grass, leaving an opening just big 
.enough for his bead, whieh he darts out as quick 
as UgiUntng^ and seiaes the fint young duck, hog^ 
or fish, that unfiNrlnttately passes near hjiniw The 
'ggpbef^ or great kind tonoise, thoi^^h of the same 
family, diffixs very much from the creature I have 
just described, both in his place of residence, mid 
4a the anbsianoe of his stidl, which is so hard, that 
-m faan might stand upon it without hurting the 
.tofloise. He makes hb den only on high dry saaci- 
4 hiib, 
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Rilfe, instead of choosing watery places ; the egg<r 
are larger than a musket ball^and the flesli is excel- 
lent food, 

fn one of our riiTcs, a pikih lying open before us, 
Mr. Franklin called my attention to a* large hawk,> 
which seemed to make many efforts to rise, but 
from tome cause, which we could not perceive, was. 
unable ta lift hiiiiseif from the ground. On coming 
near him, we found that a very long coach-whip 
snake had wreathed himself clbse round his body, 
and that he had but one wing at liberty.- I'alightedi 
with an intention of parting them,, but, wfa'efher 
from fear of me, or mutual consent, (the antagonists 
being nearly equal,) I ktow not, they 6epamted< 
without my interference; the bird rose into liitf 
higher regions of the air, and the snake crept into a 
thicket. It IB most likely that the hawk began the 
affray, with the design of devouring the snake; but 
the reptile dexterously coiled himself rouud his 
body, so as to disarm him of the power to injure 
hun. 

We are now a( Taskawila, an Indian town, to 
which, on duf entrance, we were welcomed by a 
company of young people of both sexes, \«ho'con« 
ducted u^ to the chiePs houM*, which is built' on 
rising grotuid, and is distingtitshed from the rest, 
both by its sitt, and a large ftag being hoisted on a 
high staff, at one corner of the roof. 
The chief, being acquainted with the trader who 
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wa9 mib ns^ and bearing be.wa^ afri^d, came to 
' us, as we had aliglited from our horses. , He wa& 
accompanied by several old men ; the first saluta-* 
<ion was a hearty sh?^ke o^. the hands^ (or rajtber 
armsJ saying, " You we qorac." We foUowcrf 
Iiiin to an aparU^ent, pr^p^rfd. for ttb^ recppUpn 
of their guests. ,. X^e pijje.beipj^ filled, was tiien 
. Iianded r^und as a token of friendship ; and n 
largebowl, of wliatth^y call; thin drink, was s^t 
down on a, small, low .tablci « out. of, >yhich pv^ry 
jcrspnt hielped hini^lf .to. ^^^^^ijcb .liquor, ps. l{e 
pleased, with agreaf W€j9fjqn l^^dl^^ ;^U,ijt:hfid gong 
round the circle. , 

•yhis chief is kqowii byj the ti^ile of thjB ,C(>a?» 
l^eeper: he ^s^n^^lecl ,hi^ council, tbM the}^ nijght 
he^ax ^Ije trader's pr^pps^s, for .ba^teri/jg ,y^itl]ivb|f 
pedple European gopd^, for* fursi^^n/sl .|Eesfcin8:0f 
wikl beasts, "t^hebarjji^u^ ww^8pQpM^»p^,|5;i4bfltb 
Sides seemed satisfied, . , .i . "... 

You may believe I was highly gfcafifi^ ip Ijfii;^ 
pre^nl at this^onference, the persons, dress, '^d 
n^^inners of the Indians being siia^w j,^^ jne* ..^k^y 
are'c^a copper colour,^ an4^ bay^ jbicl|^ st|ntjg)ij^ 
black liair^ generally a flat no^,. higli, ol^jse^ jbo^^E^i 
and small/ejes«. This chief is.'^a titllr well-miade 
©an, of a cbe^rfvl cou|||^aBQe^ jan^ fesl^ft^ioflri 
jet therein something fero^i^, ip .bis }qo^^ if^ij^ 
li he "wer^ angry, woHW.nj^jkp ppf „ti[^mbje^ .il|i| 

has,b«^ja.^r«»( warjior^^ p»yme m^y 9f9^* 

. .. '^ who 
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Vfho attend bim as slaves : they waited on him witb 
(he mo^i obseqmons attention, and appeared yery 
much afraid of bim» 

We partook of a great feast, consisting of venison, 
s(ewed in bear's oil, fresh corn cakes, raiUc, and 
hominy: our drink .was honey and water, which I 
found cool and pkasant. 

Tliis town is the capital of the. Alachua tribe^ 
and contains about, thirty habitations^ which ar^ 
each ibroied^of two distinct houses, of nearly the 
saiQc size* The.dweiUing-hoase is • divided into 
two equal apartments^ one. of Which serves for the 
kitchen and common hall^/lh0 othdr is the g&neral 
chamber for the family. The other house stands 
at a. small distance, and mostly has two <storie^ 
The end towards the d welling* iiouse is supported 
by posts or {rillars^. and is an open loft, to which 
there are no other stairs than a moveable ladder : 
tbb is a cool^.airy apottment^. where the chief ol 
the family receives company, or reposes himself 
in the beat of the day^. The ' other half of this 
l>ailding'is:cIosed on all sides with notched logs^ 
The rooms are used £ar^ store-tonsee, where they, 
lay up corn", potatoes, and other proyisions* Every 
d^eliing.stands la* tfae'-madille-4>fv a 9qttAve*yard| 
bounded by ;i low hank^ (bimed witb< tbo' eartji 
taken out of the yard, whicli is always <:ardftiU^ 
swept • Every town hasa pui|iiosquar% or couiicil- 
hoQse^ where thoichisf igiid' the elddrs amembie to 
tsaasact pitblte aSaiis.4 I'lia^rQ^baea^'p^iticfuiarLy 
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exact in describing this iowtif as 1 imagiife it wiH 

»;rve for a picture of the rest we stiall Tisit in our 

future travels* TsiskawiLi is chartftingljr sitaatcd 

Ott a higlfr, sirellini^ ■'idge of sand hilb, opposite to 

a large, beautiful lake; the sloping bank tcriniiiatcd 

on one side by extensive forests, composed of orange 

groves, overtopped by grand magnolias, palms, 

poplars, Qaks> &c. Huge herds of cattle, bekmging 

to tlte cow keeper and his townsmen, gniwe in a 

savannah that stretqjies out at some cUstance front 

the town. In this extensive pbiin are herds ct 

sprightly daer, and squadrons of welUproportioned, 

fleet Siminole horses, which live almost in a state 

of nature. In older to make us more oompleteljr 

wdcome, a party of young Indians, on horseback, 

were dipatched to the savannah, to pidk out some 

of the best cattle^ to fisast the whole town in 

honour of our arrival* The feast was hdd in the 

public square. The first ooorse consisted of prime 

jeii^ well barbecued ; and the second of bowls 

and kettles ol stewed fish and broth, with a Ytry 

disi^reeabk dish caHed tripe soup, made of the 

yaaneh of if» ok^ cut aad asinoed, and boiled 

into tliiil soup; but the aforaatie herbs added 

us seasoAif^, ware aoi sufficiently pewcfful to 

disguise the want of deanUaesa ia prepaiiu|p' this 

.. Weaie eontifiua]]^ makkig eKOomons during 
our stay bere^tthal wi6 .may lose* no opportunity of 
our cttriesity* ' i beac the trampling of 

the 
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tlie horses at tLe door, waiting to carry as on one 
of these jaunts. I wish yoq coukl, be of our party ; 
but as that is impossible, I mast bid you adieu. 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 
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Ariiur MMiHm to Ms Broiker Bdnh; 

MV DEAR BaOTIIER'j 

I CAW NOT give you* such a dear* 
account of our route through the territories of the« 
Siminole and'M'uskc^ee, or Creek IndKans, in> the- 
southern part of Gieorgia,,. as if w« had trayeiled' 
ftom one post town to another, along a high road^ 
in a cultivated country. Wo have passed through 
aO the varieties^ of soil and surface that you can 
iinagine — hill, dale, ptain, and forest. ^ S6metimes> 
we have traversed over ett^nsive savannahs* that' 
maiotatn* innumerable 'herds of d(ier, . cattle^ . and 
Siminole horses^. which are of a small bi^, but- 
bsantifuliy proportioned ;- they enjoy theJr^ perfect ^ 
Uberty, and approach to the state of^wild librses.* 
When it is intended to catch one of them, a domestic-, 
horse^ which y^ much 'nimbler, is . used to overtake 
and ehtan^gle ' them. ' Eirery yeai^ > as they, come 

E6 of 
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gf tLgfi, a .f^>op of jthf^n^is .^ to Cb^Lei^t^wiry: 
vl^ere they arei sold to,.t)i^ behest .bidder* . At. 
otiier times .we have taken ope course ibrougb aa 
enclosed country^ covered with forests of such 
gtamfefir, tbat those wbcy have never seen them ckn 
form no idea. Sometimes we have passed tlie 
course of rivers^ and wandered oyer swampy mea- 
dows. Amongst the natural curiosities are those vast 
circular sinks^ seen in many places in the neigh- 
bourhood of St. Jiido^s dver^ wJitch are situated 
generally in the midst of rocks, aud formed by an 
eztraordimrry ^aptmr 4^m |te enrih^ w.fr^tbably 
from some mighty body of water, restrained in its 
natftml course^ A persopi who was .present at the 
formation of one of these receptacles of^ water, gave 
me the followin^t account of the phenomenon* A 
tremendous mliing noise, Ul«ra:^i,mcanc ^ 
thunder-storm^ first alarmed bim; .and lool^ing 
round, 'he saw the' earth' overflowed by torrenta^ 
ifhich rushed down a' v^vUey near the plabe. The 
ihundation sooil overwhelmec^ the hi^rier grou^ids,' 
WKeii he had recovereoi From his.surpdse, he took^ 
coui'a^c to go to the place Whence the temnc 
SiOnna proceeded,, when he, pefceived a prodigious 

rushinj 
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cbntinyied to flow in this, manyper for' seyeral dfiJSy, 
forming a stream .that discharged its jraters ifltor^ 
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k fifty yards4iorass>aa^ contin^fs (Uy ne^Ij (o (ha 
y^^tS^f withput OOQ& sla^ averflawing its bhuk«« 
The water is^clpaLf nnd' yiell fasted, %nd crowded' 
with fisby iy]iich sAtisfjr the voracious appetite of a 
large aUig^tar, . who jreJg|\» Iqrd o^ the place. . 

TheSifDinoIe^^rp a division ^f. the Greek nation* 
Thejr afip scattered through, s^n. eKtensire range of 
country, in Eii»t a;id West Floriihi, which is ge^ 
iieral}/ a fertile^ well-watc^red li^vel, being nata* 
rally divided into lhousaod& pf i^hiSf knolls^ and 
gentle egiinei^ces^ ^yM.i^nun^rable rivers,, lakes,. 
swam ps, aadr .pQ|)fi^, . w^ich . al{qid them . seciuQ 
retreats from the ^ddcr% Jitta^k^ of an cjpemy, and. 
supply them, v.iti| |ii$b.attd wild game in great 

ahujttdaiigpv ... 
Hunting is the. priaqtpal occupation of the men*. 

l¥ith the. bides., of fJeqr, 4»ar$, ti,gers,.and wolvepi 
^h^y pnrchBa; c^i^th^s .and dom^^tic>utensiis b<^ 
itu^ tn^efs* .Thei|> ^^9^^9^ fuid dJj^qs.are ^)k» Mmfl 
mly satj^fi^s US; sspipi99kf»&om th^ cheeifuhness^of 
thdr p>u|itiQn9Pf3€^« < The.l^ppipess. )l:hat flawv^rpoBt 
the eqjoytiiei;^ of Ih^. H4ta^#l aii^tioos-zb^w^fi 
hosb^Ofi) np4' wife,,pap5a«fc^nd,i;bild> UlOihf seraifi 
^eir g$i|Mas.9, ntir fiieibbay visei^lita^oAha f^e^sur^s 
of soc«^y,!^lptt.¥ig/bQin^ia'|^yottrit$ a^ii^em^tM^ 

peiBoii^ A^IWtjr pfiypiiqg w^rbls sldu(i^ iis^ 9ne 
*J% fliS W ^|9«M J|^Qgl^r^QlE/» little grow oC 
«ivn§e| nbd magnolias* They were all dressed and 
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painted fiery smartly, and irdre silrer ctiaim and 
ornaments ; their crcsifs adorned, after the Stmuiole 
mode, with waving plumes of feathers. 

After we had taken our departure from Taska wila^ 
we visited the town of Talahasodcte, on the banks of 
St. Juan, which is a leroarkahlj clear stream, said 
to take Its sonroe hi a great swamp, one hundred 
rotks north of Ihis town. Here we were entertained 
at the trading house ; ami our companions unhiaded 
their paek-horses, and exchanged their goods ft>r 
deer*ski«s, furs, dry fish, honey, bees^'wax, bears* 
oil, and some other natufal* productions. 

These Indians have* large, Imndsome eanoes, 
which they form out of the trunks df cypress' trees.: 
Some of them conveniently accommodate htm 
twenty to thirty persons. They descend tbe riveri 
in these canoes, on trading and hunting expedttbns . 
on the sea coasts, and sometimes extend their voyage * 
even as far as C«b^. A crew of these adventurers 
arrived, whikt we were thei^,. Madfed'with a oarga 
of coffee, sugar, tobacco, and spiiitoous Dquorsy . 
which canse tlieilMruetioA of*many of this liidianr 
tribes ; fer^aviiig once 4aflled fum^ tbiey^ have no 
Hunger t1l<^ fesohition f^ MIraiii I hferilB tf ^cs ^ A^ 
drinking bout fcibwed ^ tile openingof * thts bhnefel . 
treasure ; ^uineis* ensiMd, and ti^ peacefiil scene 
was cbtoged to dtuakenneiSi bNMvkl, iwd confmidn. . 

Our friend; the trader) hadcdoclMMd Mitbhr^i 
gains, jasd we weiegfaKll0^^wMidmir Umi eucli ar 
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disgusting pictuie of human natare in a $ijBAc of 
debasemait. 

In our way to the town of Apalacbuela, near a 
creek of exoelknt water, we foond an encampment 
of Indians. The men wete out a hnnting. The 
women, willing to have a peep at strangers, came 
to the door of their tei^ls, veiled in their mantle ; but 
when we |)aid our respects to thetn, showed their 
fiices with great modesty of behaviour. 

Apatachttda is esteemed the capital of the Creek 
confederacy, and sacred to peace, no captives being 
ever put to death here. W^hen a general peace is 
proposed, the deputies from the towns that form the 
anion, meet here to deliberate on the accomplish- 
ment of the treaty. 

The gseat Coweta town, twelve miles higher up 
the river, on the contmry, is called the bloody 
town, because the Micas, cbieft, and warriors assem- 
ble ther^ when a general war is pioposed; and cap* 
tires taken m war are put to d»eith at that place. 

Tiute- days' journey broiight us to Tabssee, » 
town OA the Tatlaposse j'iver, which is the nortfa-^ 
eastern branch of the Alabama or Mobile river;. 
Having, passed over a vast extent of level country^ 
varied hjr savannahsy gioves where the squirrel 
and camehoA sport amongst the trees, lone swamps^ 
and open pine fiNCst^, watered by innumerable 
rivuleto and brooks, we altered our course towards 
the south, 9fid ap pwmo hed the hanks of the Hver, 
where .Indian towns and plantations enlivened our 

road. 
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Toa^ l^ll^fsea^t^kiuls fr? a Wailful pluin, cbdtfired 
by a ridge of swelling hills. The houses; ^:!ansist of 
a wooden frame; wi(h piaisitered wallsp MdjiOoTl of 
cypress bark : four of tbem coiupofe qne habilaltos> 
and enclose an ol^lqngi^^jl^rf.. t i ., ^ 

Having t^kena fi»^h s^^e ei protrjiionB^ aiid 
procured a guide t^ set u& in the groa^t tracUdg fiia&Ii 
fi>r West Florida^ we^proceeded, ffir.eigbteea miJes^ 
through a grand fqrc&it^ frequently affording us a viem 
of Indian towiis^ and (it nigiit. piWhed our lent 
under the shelter of a venqrabile. oak. ..Tht^^JSrst pnH 
of our nest day^rjcMrnc^ lay across «Kleneive^niSspp 
plains, enamelledl niih* a profusion of straivberrtcfiri 
which allayed our thirsty and feUresbed us inex» 
pressibly. To this open country succeeded a forest^. 
)vbic|i iB.«oinc parts blordf^red the Alabama river. 
.^ For ni^ue miles, \¥e rode (br<>u(^iia continoed. 
ipraye of dqgfxviood tre?Sv wbioh Ixwig.in btoani: 
wa&.r«al[^^ beai^tifuj* ; WMd feresi acmefey yaried at 
tiines bjy. flpwi^g^ rivulets aqd gentile bilia, .Miidueted 
IIS to tb^ l^rderst of jtbi^ Sph a/iti^ wbidEi. we finsJed^ . 
and pitdping our tepts o& the opi^ite biiikyeojsjw 
ed a refresik^. jMg^i'*^ r€^. . JL^w .Swampy cane 
meadows {present^ a )e|s og/eq^dMs liuadsqipe than 
the day.b«foff>. M we app|KM<ebeft> the bay of: 
Mobile, w^e i^a^s^ I4g^ rocky .d«^ tliaiiiidmiteol 
peds of . rich JiioQ pee., ^^.l^dgei.al Taeiisa^ 
which is.^ pr^ty bigbblufiv-oi^ bank oCaand. Tbe 
eveniag was (yttiy bfft* AbmU{ a»diijgb> wbb w«ni 
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(list arbcd bjr a tremendous t h ander-^torm* Theatr- 
and earth were refreshed by the rain, and wp had' 
a pleasant ride to the city of Mobile, though it 
scarcely deserves that nadie J ^A'i^w Eluropeans, of 
different nations, reside there, who carry on a trade 
with th(^ Iiodian^. ;F(9tn th|s. ffl^ce we proceeded, 
directly for Pensacola, which is detiglitfully situated 
on gentle rising ascents, surrounding a spacious^ 
harbour, ^pable of containing a multitude of ships* 
ScTcral rivers run in^o this f>ay, but none of thenL 
arc navigable for large vessels. Ttie .govqrnor*s 
residence is'tf stone building, ornamented with a* 
tower MifK by th(^ Spaniards.' 'The tower is dciw 
fended by a fortress ; ancT nanny of the inhabitants 
have handto^me, ^onve^^ient Wuses, After our lone 
rambles, aradngst s^Vage tribes ancl a wild country, 
wfe €Tlj<yf a JFe^ days* reposej! amongst people of our/ 
ownniolbur aifd habits, who trea( qs with th^ niosi 
JTrie^dty'h'ds^lihtrty.' Such. a favourable opporlu-* 
nity for ' Writing I would not neglect^ believing 
jou' win- be- plUaei io. bear from your affectionate 

brotft^; ''- ^ - '■' '. • 
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Mr. Jffenrj/ Franklin to Mrs Middteton* 



MadaM| 

IT i^ with pleasiire I assiu^ jou that your 
fion's health is improfed by travelling^^andhis mind 
enlarged by associaHug with person^ of dilBkvent 
education and modes of life. 

For somQ weeks oar time has been spent verjr 
much amongst the Indian tribes. Their habits-difl^c 
essentially from the Europeans. They are more tbr 
children of nature ; and being une&Iightc^ned by the 
sacred truths of Christianity, yield in principlei to 
revenge and cruelty, which we have been taught to 
subdue. Our acquaintance with this people is yet 
but slight ; I can therefoire only pdiiirt out a few 
kading traits of their chaiac(er| which, bdwever| 
may probably aflbrd you some amusement. 

The Muskogees, which are probably the most 
numerous tribe of any within the limits of the 
United States, inhabit a hilly^ but not a moun- 
tainous country, abounding in creeks and ri? ulets, 
whence they are often called Creek Indians. Tbe 
liien are tidl and welt«shaped^ their countenances 

expressive 
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exproBsive of magnanimity and independence. Tfae 
women, though delicately formed, are Tery short; 
bot their features are often regohrly beantifuTy 
particularly their eyes, which are large, black, and 
languishing. Being rery numerous, and exposed 
(o their potent and dedared enemy, the Chactaws^ 
they associate in large towns, which occasions great 
scarcity of game, and obliges' them to be Yigilant 
and industrious ; qualities that form their manners 
to a dignified gravity, rery conspicuous in the aged 
people. 

Their hospitality may serve as an example to 
nations that boast of being more civilised. If an 
Indian travels to a distant town, he enters the first 
house upon which he fixes his eye, without cere- 
mony, and says, '^ I am come/' ^* You are — it is 
well,*' replies the muter or mistress of the house ; 
and immediately the table is spread with the best 
they have, and his arrival welcomed with the social 
pipe. When sufficiently refreshed, he rises, and 
says, **I go." *• You do,** is the answer; and he 
takes his departure without interruption. In seve* 
lal places we saw the vestiges of decayed Indian 
towns, often accompanied by a mount or terrace, 
and nq;lecied orchards of peaches and plnm^ 
There are also barrows, or tombs of : he dead, scat- 
tered in difierent parts of the country. We have 
teen them of various siies; some constructed of 
earthy and some of loose stones. They are of such 

antiquUyi 
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sm^qnU^yi ihat it cannot be , ascertained, urb^fier 
ib^y^ enclose tlic bones o( th9se wlia fell in a baltle 
fbngbt on the spot^ or whetber tbey. are tbe remains* 
<ef pei^son^ who baye dic4 ^^ di^ent tunes and* 
pl^cc^,^ op}Iccted tqgel^r: into x^ ;i[ast gmre^ coii^ 
sri§(ent iviib a supposed cnniam' of tbese. nations»^ 
Auplihfx opinion is^. that thejr biire been general' 
^epulcbri^ for townsy built near the place; buf^ 
for wbate%'er. purpose they hav)e been, made^ tbejr 
are highly venerated, and Mrell known to tbe- 
Indians, as appears from tbefr finding, their way 
through tbe«. most e;^te:nsive forests exactly to the 
upOiU here tbey remain some time,, and veiit their 
sorrow in^expi-essive lam^ationr., Some of these 
barrows have been opened, and found to cantais 
.human bqncs^ oteAl siases, thro^va together without 
the least order, Qr,cegal^rily« T-bey^arec^i^ooY^rod 
AurjUh^.tr^ep^ and surcoi^ded. with a sort of ditch^ 
^Jie^ce,. pfobaj[>Iy, tfiie. earth, if a^ taken^ of, which 
jt^ey are ccuTiposcd^ ; My own obsentatkiBs are not 
sufficient po ena(>le jme to de^ia. the pecniUarities 
pf the Muskpgees; b^t;! wil^>give yoatroy aenti* 
ments as to the gei^at^pbaraptef of tbose In^iapa 
I Ivave seen^ .Xhe;leye qf glory is ^qii; fircdaoii^ 
ipant' passion 9 and.stim^tiips tbo yofth ta*uadiprgo 
tl|e greatest hardsbips^f^ facetbe greja^st da^gen- 
in the oj^ce^iii ord^r tocoDyince their pa|«nts^n4 
the council of the nation, that th(^' deserve tq be 
enrolled in the npmber of the warrioift. , !Vi|e^sopig« 
flf the WKJimeo, tbe dance of the warriors, 'the sage 
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€i>uoseI of the chiefs, tlie tales of flie old, 'the 
triumphal entry of the warriors relurning with 
success firora (he b<iltle, and the respect paid to 
those who distinguish themselves in war, animate 
thera with an ardent thirst for irfilifary fame. A 
young hero, who has acliicved any dislinguished 
cx}>leit, has no occasion to pay his conrt to ayonng 
woman to gain her affection^.: the giris pay court (o 
him, and think it an honour to become the object 
of his choice. The same princi pit; forbids a father 
to show immoderate grief for a son slain in battle; 
-but their affections tire aekeen, and their sorrowas' 
great, as the civilized nations of Europe, when their 
'Children aresick^ or taken from them in the course 
of nature. ' ' ' . 

Their courage is trot that kind only that is fblt in 
the heat of action ; they know how to meet death 
and suffer torture, without shrinking from either, 
when the honour of their nation is concerned : as 
is evinced ' by the unshaken fortitude with which 
they bear the excruciating pains they suft'er from 
their enemies beford they are put to death, when 
taken captives. Revenge Is a strong feature in their 
character. They seem to consider it us a duty te 
the friends who have be6n injured, to avenge tlieir 
cause. A dreadful instance (^ this once happened 
to a Spanish governor of St. Augustine, whose son, 
with* two of his friends, went oh an expedition for 
hunting and fishing, in a small bark, on the southern 
coast of Florida. Attracted by the variety of game, 
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and the diversified scenes of the couniry^ the/ 
iioDrudently ventured far beyond the Spanish fbrf » 
Just as they weie entering a harbour for the night, 
they were overtaken by a band of Creeks, who car- 
ried them off to one of their towns. At that time 
there was a fierce war between the Spaniards and 
tlie Indians. The innocent captives were condemn* 
cd to be burnt. Some English traders, who had 
influence with the Indians^ interieied to save them, 
both by entreatks and the oflfer of a large ransom ; 
tdling them that they were young men of high 
rank, and one of them the governor's son* 

The reply of the chiefs, omvened in ooancili 
was as foQows. 

'< Brothers and friends, we have been conttdering 
this business concerning the captives; and that, 
under the eye and fear of the Great Spirit. You 
know that these people are our cruel enemies; 
they save no lives of us red men, who fall inta their 
power. You say that the youth is the son of the 
Spanish governor. We believe it, and are sorrjr 
he has fallen into our hands; but heisourenemjr. 
The two young men, hb friends, are equally our 
enemies. We are sorry to see them here ; but we 
know no diflbrence im their flesh and blood. If 
we save one, we mist save all three; but we 
cannot do it. The red men require their bkiod, to 
appease the spirits of their slain rdations. Tiicgr 
have entrusted to us the guardianship of our hiws 
and rights. We cannot betray thenu We have, 

however, 



119 

liowerer, a sicrcd power to extend mercy to a ccr« 
tain degree. A third is saved by lot. Tbe Great 
Spirit allows us to put it to that decision, lie is 
DO respecter of persons.'' 

The lots were cast, and the governor's son was 
barat. In this instance tlie/^scem to have boea 
guided moie by error in judgment than a bad 
intent ion. 

Tbe following anecdote will afford a fine example 
of thoir eloquence, and throw light on the spirit thai 
stimulates (hem to avenge (heir kindred.. 

In the spring of 1774, airobberjr and murder were 
eommitted on the frontiers of Virginia, by two 
Indians of the Shawance tribe. The neighbouring 
whites, according to their custom, Undertook io 
punish this outrage by their own authority. Cotonci 
Cresap, a man infamous for ihe many murders he 
had committed on those mnch-iiyMred peoj[)le, coU 
lected a party^ and proceeded down the Kanhawaj^ 
in quest of vengeance. Unfortunately^ a canoe of 
women and children^ with one man only;, was seeA 
coming from (he opposite shore, unarmed, and 
unsuspecting a "hostile attack from the whites, 
Ciesap and his followers concealed themselves 
on the bank of tbe river, and the moment the 
canoe reached the shore, singled out their objects, 
and at .one fire killed every person iii it. This 
canoe happened to contain the flimiiy of Logan, 
who had long been a distinguished friend of the 
whites. This iinwcHrthy return provoked his ven* 
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arcamse. lie nccordingly signalfeed Iflrasclf ia tlie 
war which ensued. 

A decisive battle was fought in' the autumn be- 
tween the colleclecl forces of the Ihdians ajid pe 
Virginians. The Indians were defeated, and sued for 
-peace. Logan, however, disdained to be ^ccn 
amongst the supplij^nts. But lest tlie sincerity of a 
treaty should be distrusted, from which such an 
eminent chief absented himself, he caused the fol- 
lowing pathetic speech to be delivered to Lord 
Dunmore, then governor of the. province. 

<* I appeal to any white naan 'io say, If ever lie 
entered Logan's cabin hungry, and hp gave hini 
not meat; if ever be came cold and baked, and be 
clothed him. not. During the course of, the last 
long and bfoody war, Logan remained idle in hi^ 
'Cabiii, an advocate for peace. Such was my love 
for the whHes, that my countrynien pointed as 
they passed, and said, * Logan is the friend' of white 
men.* I had even thought to have lived with you, 
but for the injuries of one man* Colond Cresap, 
the last spring, in cold blood, and unprovoked, 
murdered all the relations of Logahy not sparing 
even my women and chlidren. There, runs mi a 
drop of my blood in the veins of any living crea- 
ture. This called on nafe for.reveqge. 1 have 
sought, 'ff — ^I nave killed many-pl have ftilly 
glutted my vengeance. For my country, I rejoice 
at the beams of peace. But do not harbour a thought 
tbat mine is the joy of fear* - Logan never felt fear. 

He 
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He will not turn on his heel to save his life* Who 
is there to mourn for Logan ? Not one.** 

They are as warm in friendship as thej are keen 
in yengeance, as I will show bj the rdatton of 
another fact. 

Colonel Byrd was sent to the Cherokee nation^ 
to transact some business with them* It happened 
that some of the borderers had just killed one or 
iwo of that nation. It \^as therefore proposed in the 
counsel of the Cherokees that Colonel Byrd should 
be put io death, in revenge for the loss of their 
countrymen. Among them was a chief called 
Siiouee, who, on some former occasion, had con- 
tracted an acquaintance and friendship with Colonel 
Byrd. He came, to him every night in his tent, 
and told him not to be afraid, they should not kiil 
him. After many days* deliberation, however, 
the determination was,. contrary to Silouee's ex-» 
pectation, that Byrd should be put to death ; and 
some warriors were dispatched as executioners. 
Siloaee attended them, and when they entered the 
tent, be threw himself between them and Byrd, 
and said to the warriors, " 2'his mtm it my friend; 
before you get at lum, you must kill me.** On 
which they returned ; and the council respected 
the principle so much as io recede from their deter« 
mination. 

Their government is a kind of confederacy^ 
united under the conduct of ope chiefi Every town 
or family has a peculiu* chief, who is distinguished 
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bj^a particular title, and whom t^eivbitos commoniy 
call Sachem. The' seveml towns or families that; 
Gpmpos9: a« tribe, have a chief who* preside over i( ; 
and* the several tribes composing a natiea have a* 
chief, who is the supreme ruler of. the whole. 
Thsm chiefs are generally men advanced in years, 
and distinguished, by their wisdom in counciL 
Thechirfs.of.the towns settle the private affairs of 
their neighbours* The appointijaient of warriors, 
anid settlings difierences between townships and 
famiUes, are reguli^tod at a council of the chiefs 
from the several towns ; and making < war, con- 
cluding peace, or forming alliances with the neigh- 
bouring nations, are the subjects of deliberation in 
the national council, attended, by the principal 
waniors and chiefs from the towns, who are coun- 
sellors to thp chief of the nation. 

In every town there is a council-house. Every 
tribe has. a fixed p\ace for the transaction of the 
public business belonging to it ; and in every nation 
tl;i€re is the council-house, where consultations are. 
held, on the affairst of the state. 

Their religious ideas are confused with strange 
«u()erstitions and absurd Tables. They belies in 
the superintendifig providence of , a Supreme 
Being, whom they adore under the title of the. 
Great Spirit, or Lord of the Universe. Him they, 
invoke tor protection at - home, and assistance, in 
war;, andbonpux him by. feasts, in.crder to procure < 
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favourable seasons for hunting. These feasts arS 
aonaally held in ivinter^ on returning from thd 
chase; when choice carcases are presented, and 
somdlimes a white dog is sacrificed. They repeat 
these ceremonies in spring, before the seed is put 
into the ground ; and after harvest, when they have 
gathered the produce. They believe also in the ex- 
istence of inferior deities; especially two, of whom 
thej relate a strange allegory, representing the good 
and evil principles. According to their tradition, 
the good being, to whom they give a very hard In- 
dian name*, had a twin brother t, of an opposite 
disposition, under which they represent evil. Their 
grandmother, say they, was cast down from hea- 
ven, when she was with child of their mother, and 
falling on the back of » great turtle, begaii to 
form tlie earth. When the two brothers grev^ np,' 
the evil one ever endeavoured to frustrate the 
good intentions of his beneficent brother. At 
la&t they fought, atid the earth shook at the combat. 
They passed over the continent of America ; and* 
according to their different agitations and tones of 
voice, the nations who afterwards weris produced 
^poke different languages. Such is their history 
of the crcatbn ; and though very absurd^ noV 
more so than some of the fables of the natives of 
Indoostan. When compared with all other sys-' 

terns, how does the Mosaic account of the same 

- . ■ '. ■ 
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:gveat event rise in sublimity 1 Bat ro j observaltoBs 
on this subject, to you, are needless. 

I ami iiiost respectfully, your*s, 

HENRY FRANKLIN. 



LETTER XVIIL 

From Arthur Middleion to his Brother, 

NashciUe, 

Dear Edwin, 

AFTER a few days' rest at Pensacola^ 
Mr. Franklin, whose mind is ever active, became 
impatient to pursue the object he had undertaken, 
and 1 was ready to follow him. We therefore 
took our departure in a boat, well stored, by the 
kindness of our frinds, with eVery thing we could 
want; and keeping near the coast, upon which w^ 
observed several farms and plantations, proceeded 
\o Pearl river. We4anded on a small island of the 
:8ame name: in the middle it rises to some height, 
,but is nearly begirt with salt marshes, escept a pro* 
montory, composed of white clam shells and sand. 
We embarked again, and were presently put ashore 
•opposite Xq New Orleans, wliich we reached on 
foot| having disposed of our horses at Pensac^la. 
New Orleans is the eapital of Louisiana, and stands 
.on the jeast side of the Mississippi. A few years 
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ago it was almost destroyed by a dreadful fire ; but 
its advantages for trade are so great, (hat it is re-*' 
building very fast, and is likely to become the 
grand mart for the natural productions of the fer-* 
tile and extensive country that borders the Missis* 
sippi and the Ohio. Many of the inhabitants 
being ill of a pestilential fever, ive decamped in 
bastr, and having hired a boat, proceeded along 
lite Mississippi to Manchac. During our row, we 
had leisure to admire this noble stream, whicb 
deserves the title of the Great Father of Rivers, that 
being (he meaning of the word Mississippi. Every 
object that belongs to it bears the stamp of sublime 
iprandeur. The banks rise high one above ano^ 
ther, and are clothed wilh majestic trees* At 
Manchac the shores are fifty /eet above the sar« 
face of the river ; but even these are overflowed 
in the spring by sudden iniindations* > We saw at 
sn Indian village, a few miles from the town, ma* 
nufaotnres of earfhen-ware and pretty baskets; 
loroeof the latter we purchased. In our way back 
to our quarters, we passed a charming garden, 
glowing with fine flowers, particularly the tra^rant 
tuberose, whicb grows here in the open air to great 
perfection. 

The candleberry myrtle, or wax-tree, is common 
in these parts. It is a beautiful evergreen^ that^ 
grows on wet^ sandy ground, and produces great' 
numbers of large, round berries, which are covered 
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wilb a GO^it of a waxy substance, preferred by the 
ifi)]ai>U$n(0 to bees' wax, for candles. 
'. We su&red greatly from the stings of inuscpii« 
toes, ia oor passage from Maiichac to (be Natches, 
a settlement that is often called the M'lssisMppi 
territory. Tbongli tlie cUmate is very un wholesor^, 
causing interioittiiig fevens in the summer and au- 
tumn, numbers of emigrants fis their abodes there, 
oa- acoQUAl of the profitable culture of tlie long- 
voolled x:ottoa, a plant that succeeds admirably in 
thait sp\L 

Here we were again obliged to procure horses^ 
and join a party of traders who were going to 
NaafaTiJle. Except a few villages belonging io 
the Gbtcasaw Indians, there was no prospect of 
soeing a town, or the traces of a human habit^ition, 
for six hundred miles. Our company, of course, 
were under the necessity of loading a sufficient 
number of pack»horses with provisions for thia 
dreary journey, not daring to rely on game and 
fifih only, which we sometimes obtained on our 
way. Without attempting to weary you with the 
particulars of every day, I shall only say, that for 
nearly five hundred juiles we traversed a sandy, 
level country, partly covered with pines, which 
would have been insuffisrably tedious, but for the 
ever«-eatertaining conversation, and uninterrupted 
kindness of Af r* Franklin, whose conduct daily 
increases my esteem and attachment to him. 
. . As 
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As we • approached the side of the Tenessw, 
Ae€ouiitry bucame extremely rich and fertite, and 
perhaps appeared with greater adyantage to us, from 
the contrast to that we had just left. We were con- 
ducted through this extensive wilderness by a mere 
parti ; biit the federal government of the United 
States is forming a l>road road, with secure bridges 
over the small rivers that interrupt it, which will 
etiable future travellers to go in a carriage from 
B()stoa to New Orleans, a distance of two thousand . 
rotles. 

Nashville is Ihe principal town in this part of 
Tenessee, and is buih on a bare rock, on the river 
Gnmberland, the bank<s of which are formed of a 
mass of brimstone, full sixty feet in height. The 
houses are scattered about in an irregular manner, 
and, except a very few of brick, ate made with 
planks. Here are several stores or shops for goods 
©fdiflerent kimls ; but they are dear, and indifferent- 
ly suppRed. Though it stands close to the side bf 
a river, the inhabitants find it difficult to procure 
water, as there are no springs to be found near it. 

You will easily believe that the forests produce 
different species of trees, according to the natur6 
of the soil ; consequently I have lately observed 
some that I have not mentioned in my forroelr 
letters, particularly the cherry tree; white walnut; 
buckeye; white, black, and blue ash; ackberry; 
rfippery elm ; black jack oak ; coffee tree; honey 
locust; and the papaw, which farears a frtiit as lafgb 
Ss a hen's egg. The white and yellow tulip tree, 
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(distingaished only by the colour of the timber,) 
and the encumber tree, are often eighteen feet in 
circumference ; and the planes attain a stilt greater 
size. 

Ginseng is a plant that is found in America, from 
Lower Canada to Georgia. . It grows on the decli- 
Tities of mountains^ in cool, shady places, and in the 
ricl^edt soil. We were told by a person who deals 
jn it, that it was first discovered in Canada, by- a 
French missionary. As it was known to be highly 
valuable to the Chinese, who procure it from the 
Tartars, it became an article of coifimerce with 
China, and for a short time was sold for its weight in 
gold, but soon fell in price, from its being badly 
prepared. The hunters collect the roots, which is 
the part used chiefly for medicine, and sell them, 
when dry, to the dnland merchants, who supply 
those in the sea-ports for exportation. The Chinese 
have a method of making these roots in some degree 
transparent, which greatly enhances the yaUie. 
Some Americans have learned this art, but they 
keep it a secret. , 

Formerly there were elks and .bisons in the coun- 
try of Kentucky, but since the settlement of the 
Europeans they are no longer to be /bund. Troops 
of one or two hundred were seen feeding together, 
and they were so tame a^ not to fear the hunters, 
who frequently killed them for the sake of the 
tongue only, which is esteemed a dainty. Fear 
and want of food have driven them to the banks of 
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the Mississippi. The most common Vfild animals 
in t:;L country now a e deer, be. r , wolves, fones, 
wild cats, raccoons, opossums, and several kiads of 
squirrels. 

The raccoon is very destructive in the maize 
fields. It climbs up ^Uj terns, breaks them down,' 
and gnc'^ws the ears. The. farmers hunt it with 
dogs in the night, for it generally lies concealed 
daring the day. The planters have most enmity 
against the squirrels, which make great havoc 
amongst the wheat. Several times a day the chil- 
dren are sent round the fields to scare thcra fVom the 
com. At the least noise they run Otf by dozens, 
and take refuge in the trees, where they hide till 
they have a safe opportunity of returning to the 
spoil. These animals, .like the bears,' change their 
situation with the sedson, . and at the approach of 
printer appear in such multitudes in Kentucky) > 
that the farmers are obliged to miite to hunt them. 
1 have been invited to one of these great hunting, 
matches. The hunters divided into pairs, tnatiy of ^ 
which killed thirty or forty squirrels; but bad^ 
they not had ar partner, they would scarcely have 
killed one, because these cunning little creatures > 
lay themselves along the trunk of the tree which 
they h^ve climbed, and tutn about so dexterouslyi . 
as always to keep the tree between them and the 
hunter. A dinner was provided for us io the 
wood, and upwards of sixty poor squgs were 
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lOftfieted : and delicate white meat they are, afid eat 
better roasted than any other mode of cooking 
them. 

Sincerely hoping you may never have a worse 
dimier than a roasted squirrel, I put an end to this 
long epistle, which I hope will afford you and my 
sisters some amusement. 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 



LETTER XIX. 

Mr. Henry Franklin to Edwin Middleton. 

Knoxville, 

Mr DBAE Edwin, 

As I know your desire of enriching your 
mind with usrful knowledge, I endeavour to collect 
stYch information as shall add to your stock, and at 
the same time afford you some amusement. 

The state of Tenessee, part of which we crossed 
in our way hither, had no white settlements in it 
before the year 1780, nor did the emigrants fix 
there in cbnlsiderable nunibers till nine years after- 
wards. The Cherokees harassed them on all oc- 
casions, and obliged them to carry on a fierce war, 
till, overcome by superior force, they were com- 
pelled to yidd to a peace^ arid confine themselves 
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to the southward of this province, which lied 
between their territories anJ the new state of 
Kentucky. 

Before this country was admitted into the Union, 
it formed a part of North Carolina. Its two prin- 
cipal rivers are the Cumbertand and the Tenessee, 
which are separateil by the Cumberland Mountains, 
and both fall into the Ohio. The Cumberland 
Ridge runs obliquely through the state, and divides 
it into two parts, distinguished by the names of Eas(t 
and West Tenessee. The district on' the western 
side of the mountains, is twice as large as that on 
the other, and is very fertile, as appears from the 
vast size of the trees. Most of the smaller rivers 
lote their waters in the Cumberland, and are nearly 
dry in summer, which, it is feared, will cause a 
scarcity of water, when the country shall become 
more populous. The people may, however, find a 
resource in the large brooks, or creeks, that are 
never dry, which issue in many places from deep 
caverns at the bottom of the low hills. As the 
water rushes from its subterraneous bed, it is some- 
times attended by a current of air, so strong that L 
have seen it extinguish a light. 

The mildness of the climate, fertility of the soil, 
and the certainty of acquiring a comfortable sub- 
sistence, draw multitudes of emigrants from the old 
states hither. 

Cotton is the staple commodity by which they 
enrich' themselves. Those who have no negroes 
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cultirate it with the plough, taking care to keep .it 
well weeded and hoed ; but if they can afford to pur- 
chase slaves, it is planted on parallel ridges, twelve 
or fifteen feet high, made with the hoe. Spinning 
the cotton employs the women and children, I 
one day stopped at a house to get a draught of 
milk, where the mistress had just received a priz^ 
often piastres fronbthe legislature of the state^ for 
producing the best piece of nianufacturpd cotton. 
The wealthy encourage this rivalship amongst the 
women, by wearing calicoes made in the country. 

Those emigrants who are not able to purchase 
lands, hire them for eight or ten bushels of maize, 
for every acre they clear ; and, by their bargain, 
they are obliged to bu^ld a log-house on the farm. 

Many churches are not yet built in Tenessee : to 
supply the deficiency, it is common for the people 
to meet in tbe woods of a Sunday, to hear a discourse 
from some itinerant preacher. 

^M^ -—II 

East Tenessee lies between the highest part of the 
Allegany and the Cumberland Mountains, and is 
watered by a great number of small rivers, tbat 
descend from them, and cross it in all directions. It 
is ahilly country, and not very fertile, and produces, 
principally, pines and oaks, of different species; one 
of these is called the over-cup white oak, the acorns 
of which are as large as an egg. 

Maize, or Indian corn, is much cultivated here, 
but it does not groi^ to such perfection as on the 
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western side of the mountainS| vrbere it reaches to 
the height of eleven feet', and the ears are often 
nine or ten inches long, and thick in proportion. 
Numerous berds of cattle are reared by the farmers, 
who send them four or five hundred miles, to llic 
towns on the sea coast. Though these animals are 
very wild, from living in the woods, and have a 
number of rivers to cross, and uncultivated forests 
to traverse, yet very few of them are lost in the 
journey. 

Not being satisfied with the general account I had 
received of East Tencssee, I determined to direct our 
course that way. We advanced through beautiful 
forests, and were frequently entertained by . the 
owners of plantations, thickly scattered on the bor- 
ders of the road, though always sequestered in the 
midst of woods. The inhabitants live in good log^- 
houses; most of them are assisted by negroes, and 
emjoyj>lenty with content. 

We observed a stone house belmigiug t(> General 
Winchester, much superior in elegance to most^of 
tbe dwellings in the country. In order ix) finish it 
completely, carpenters were had from Baltimore, at 
nearly seven hundred miles dist^ince. We halted 
at Fort Blount, which was erected to defend the 
first emigrants against the Indians, whp opposed 
their settlement ; but being no longer necessary^ the 
fortifications are destroyed* Roaring Rivef, one of 
the branches of the Cumberland^ receives its name 
from the confused noise occasioned by the falls of 
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the water, dV6r the sudden depressions of its bed, 
tvhich is formed of large, flat stones, close to each 
other. These falfs are six, eight, or ten feet in 
height, and follow one another so closely, that they 
•may be compared to a vast flight of steps. Lairge 
Ir6und stones, five or six feet across, lie in the raiddfle 
of the river; bat it is not possible to say how they 
camethfere, ' 

•The right* bant rises in some places to a hundred 
feet, and is overtopped by projecting rocks, in somo 
parts- covered with a kind of While moss, resembling 
snow. ' . • . • 

' The prospects are rendered stillmore romantic, 
by a number of mdgniflcent cascades, formed by 
large rivulets, which, fifler meandering through the 
forests, fall over tlie shores of Roaring River, and 
are lost amidst its waters. The rocks are covered 
with moss, which forms a verdant fcti^pfet, beneath 
the rich flowering trees and shrilbi^ that grow here 
in great variety. ; ♦ : 

On the banks of this rivet arfe several caveriiis, fli&t 
produce alum of so pure a quality, that the inhabit- 
ants use it in dyeing, and export it to Kentucky. 

Having supplied ouriSelv^s with provisions, Ve 
entered fhe^ rhoimfainous territory of the Cfhefok^s/ 
At midhf^hf we ericapped neai*' a small iifef. 
where there was plenty of grass, afid after having 
made 'a fire, lay do>*n in our blankets; xVatching 
our horses by turns, with Sata6ho« test ^hd ttidiaA^ 
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should steal them, ^liich they are very apt to do, 
without the strictest precaution. 

In the morning we packed up our baggage, and 
met several flocks of wild turkeys, forty or fifty in 
a company. A party of Indians, who were seekino* 
for summer grapes and chinquapins, a wetUtasted 
small species of chesnut, crossed our road, and in 
exchange for some of their fruit, received a couple 
of loaves of bread, which to them is a great luxury ; 
their common food being chiefly deer's flesh 
roasted. 

Small boards, painted black, are nailed against 
the trees, to show travellers how far they have gone; 
after passing two of these, since our traffic wi(h the 
Indians, we saw a carriage full of wealthy emigrants, 
followed by their negroes on foot. At the confluence 
of the rivers Clinch and Holston, we passecT a 
pallisaded fort, built on a high hill, culhd West 
Point. About a mile beyond it, the road goes 
through Kingstown, composed of nearly forty loi^- 
houses. In the evening we reached Knox ville, 
which is the seat of government of the state of 
Tenessee. It is but a small town, built almost 
entirely of wood, and has no manufactures but that 
of tanning leather : there is, however, some trade, 
and the stores are better furnished than those at 
Nashville. 

The traders obtain goods from Philadelphia by^ 

land, irhich is distant six hundred 'and forty miles; 

an* 
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and they seijid flour, cotton, and lime, hy the riFer. 
T^nessee, and New Orleans, which is a$ far. 

A merchant, who is now setting off for Phtia-*. 
delphia, will take this letter, and forward it to Eng- 
land by the first vessel that sails for that port* 
J am your very affectiouate friend, 

HENRY FRANKLIN,, 



LETTER XX, 

Arthur MidcUelon to his Brother Edwin. 

s 

Morgantown^ 

Dear Kbivii^? 

THE love of variety supports me under the. 
fatigues and hardships we are often obliged to suffer 
in passing through uninhabitetd or savage districts; 
and I console myself whea I have no other bed than* 
the bard ground, that when I. return to my native, 
country, the meanest accommodations will satisfy 
me, nay, will appear luxurious^ in comparison with 
those 1 have often been glad to procure amongst thei 
wilds we have traversed* 

We have lately passed through the territory of 
the Cherokee Indians: they are\a warlike people^ . 
^nd vigorously resisted the intrusion of the first 
settlers. Their statoie is above the middle size, 

ftnd 
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and they are plumper tliaii might be expected, from 
the long fasts they often endure,, whilst pursuing 
the ivild animals in the woods, which is their chief 
sustenance ; though for some years past they hare 
followed the example of the white settlers, in culti- 
vating their lands. Some of them have good p1anta« 
tions, and negroes to labour for thepa* It is impossible 
to imagine any set of men more free and independent 
than these savage tribes, and their contempt for a 
slaye equals their love of liberty; consequently, 
they despise the poor negroes stilL tnore than the 
white people do, though they are willing to empby 
them* 

The men commonly wear a shirt, .!wbicb they 
leave loose ; and a piece of blue clotb pavtted beneath 
their l^s, and fastened behind and before to their 
girdle, which serves them for breeches. They cover 
their legs and feet with gaiters, and nhoes of socki, 
made of prepared deer-skin. A tuft of hair is left 
on the top jof their heads, formed into several trestiest 
which haqg down the sides of (heir faces •, and very 
frequently the end§ are decorated with feathers, or 
small pipes of silver. A great many of them make 
boles through the gristle of the nose, to put rings 
into ; and when they are very young, cut their 
ears, and .make them grow to a great length by 
banging pieces of lead to them. They paint their 
faces red, blue,- or bl^^ck, which disfigures them 
very much. 

' In ms^iy respects the wiKuen dress like the men t 

they 
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they wear a man's shirt, and short pettieoaf, yvrth 
socks and gaiters of deer's'skin. They let all their 
liair grow, which, like (hat of the men, is of a jet 
black, but (hey do not pierce the nose or cut (he 
ears. 

- In winter, both men and women defend thera- 
idves frorn the cold by a woollen blanket wrapped 
round their shoulders. A Uanlvet is an essential part 
of their i>aggage, and they always carry one with 
them. The feder^il governnietrt encourages them to 
be industrious, by furnishing thera with implements 
fcr agricnUore, and took for handicraft trader. 
Some of the wonxeo have karned to spin, and weave 
cotton cloth. : 

At a store near Fort Blount, we saw a greiat 
iramber tff 4hesc people, M^ho had brought ginseng, 
mnd the skins of bears, deer, and otters, to exchange 
for coaitte studs, knives, hatchets, and other artides. 
Their intercourse with the white people fats' altered 
their manners, in a small degree, as we were told by 
a very aged chief, whom we saw in one of their 
towns. He said, that when he was a young man, 
they had no iron hatchets, -po(s, hoes, knives, 
Taeors, or guns; but that they^then made use of 
their own «tone axes, clay pots, flint knives, and 
bows and arrows: and that lie was thfe first vilan 
^ho brought these articles from the whites, having 
walked witli a load of them on his back several 
hundred miles. It was delightful to see the vene- 
ration and respect that was paid t6 this white- 
headed, 
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beaded, bliDd o|d man, for he had lost his sight 
from great age* One morning his aUcntlants bad 
led him to the council fire, in the centre of the 
public square, itlien Jie addressed the people in the 
following words : 

^< BROTHERS AND FRIENDS, 

" You yet loee rae; what can I now do (o 
merit your regard? Nothing. I am good for 
nothing. I cannot see to shoot the bock, or himt op 
the sturdy bear. I know I am but a borthen to 
you : I have lived long enough ; now let my spirit 
go. I want to see the warriors of ray youth, in the 
country of spirits. Here is the hatchet, (laying 
bare his breast,) take it, and strike." 

The square resounded with one united voice, 
« We will not ; we cannot. Wewant you in our 
councils.^ The old chief seemed a^cted at the 
regard of his countrymen, and Indeed I am not 
ashamed to say, I could not restrain my tears. 

For some miles beyond KnoxviUe, the land was 
poor and stony, producing a great number of chin- 
quapin oaks, not above a yard high, but so loaded 
with aoorns, that they were bent to the ground. 

The sorrel tree is common in this country ; it 
grows to a great height, and is adorned with elegant 
bunches of white flowers. 

We bad comfortable quarters, one ni^ht,' at the 
house of a farmer, whose log-house was divided 
into two apartments ; a luxary not very common 

in 
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in this neighbourhood. Some yel-y fine apple-iree^ 
^ere planted round the house, besides an orchard 
for peaches, which are preferred for thesake of the 
brandy they make from them* Here we saw tw» 
families who were going to settle in Tenessee. They 
looked poor, were very ragged, and were followed 
by tiieir children, barefooted and in their shirts. 

Riches^ in the western country, do not consist in 
money, as with us; but in the abundance ot corn 
and other necessary provision, which the industrious 
raise for tliemselves. 

We stopped at the iron-works, about thirty miles 
beyond Knoxvilte. The iron obtained from tbemis 
said io be of an excellent kind. Small rock crystals^ 
of the most beautiful transparency^ are fotmd in 
abundance in this part of the country. I did not fail 
to collect some of the finest of them for my sisters, 
hopiog to enrich their' cabinet with many valuable 
curiosities w^en I return. 

We lodged at Gren villci a sorall town of about 
forty log- houses ; and passing over a country rather 
hiily, reached Jonesborough to dinner, the next day. 
Jt is the last town in Tenessee: the houses are built 
with planks. Whilst dinner was preparing, J read 
the newppaper^ which is published here once a 
week. 

^ Our journey from this place to Morgantown, in 
Nortii Carolina, was across the Allegany Ridge, of 
which I must give you some account. In Penn- " 
sylvania and yii:g|iu& this chain' of mountains 

/ appears 
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appears like high ridges, nearly parallel to each 
«ther, enclosing narrow valleys ; and if the space 
between them extends to, a considerable distance, 
it is Qlled with a multitude of unconnected bills; 
but here, on the confines of North Carolina and 
Tenessee, they rise singly to a great height, being 
joined together only at the base. They differ in 
size, and are distinguished by peculiar names. T)ie 
great Father Mountain is in the first rank ; then the 
Iron Mountain, the Black Mountain, the Table 
Mountain, and the Yellow Mountain, \vbich is the 
ouly one that is free from trees at the summit : we 
clambered to the highest points of it, and sa^ 
from thence all those I have named, and a vast 
extent «f mountainous « coijntry. The northern 
sides of these mountains are sometimes entirely 
clothed with the calico tree, the flowers of which 
are most beautiful. 

New settlers are continually fixing their abode 
on the declivities of these hills, attracted by the 
healthiness of the situation, the goodness of the 
water, and the quantities of wild peas, for feeding 
cattle, that overrun the ground in the large woods. 

A species of salamander^ or ^ater eft, two feet 
long, is found in the torrents^ called iiere the alli- 
gator of the mountains* ^ 

The inhabitants of -this rude district are very 
expert in thechace. In autumn they pursue the 
bears with strong dogs, which, without approach- 
ing theae unwieldy creatures, tease and aggravate 

them, 
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them, till they force tiiem to dimb a tree, where 
they are shot by the hunters. The* bear is a veiy 
profitable aiifaial to these people. They prrier the 
flesh, as the most wholesome and agreeable of any 
kind of meat* The hind legs are made into hams, 
the fat is used instead of oil, and tlie skin brings 
some money into their parse. They fetten in winter 
itpon roots, acorns, and chesnnts; and id the 
southern cottntries, plunder the orange groves of 
their fruit. If driven by hunger, they fall upon the 
pigs ; and sometimes, from necessity ,^attack men. 

Thic k fogs prevail in the valleys, and render them 
very cold. The track that we pursued Was often 
distinguished' with difficulty ; and as we travelled 
many miles without seeing a single house, we were 
obliged to rely upon our memory in observing large 
rocks, or remarkable trees, which had been named 
to us, as tokens that we had not lost our i^oad. 
Sancho was compelled to carry a hatchet, to dear 
the way througii forests of rhododendrons, eighteen 
or twenty fe^t high, the branches of which, were so 
interwoven^ that without this precaution, we could 
not force a passage. 

In some parts, the descent was so steep, we 
could scarcely sit upon our horses, but found it 
prudent to get off and lead them. Often w^ bad 
torrents to cross, tlie bottoms of which wete co- 
vered with 'loose ^flints; and in -other places, larg^' 
flat stones. hy across the road, and rendered our 
journey very fat^iag. Hnwever, we sttrmounted 

. all 
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all these difficulties^ passed the Blue Ridges, and 
the Moantaias of Linneville, ivhich are not quite sd 
high^ i>ut tjbe path is steeper and more difficalt to 
ascend ; .and at length arrived at Morgantown, a 
small place^ consisting of plank houses, inhabited 
by working people. There is only one store^ that 
supplier all the country for five and twenty jiiile» 
round, with £oglish mercery and haberdashery;: 
which, when they have a scarcity of money, they 
purchase with smoked hams, barrelled butter, tal« 
low, skins, or ginsengv I send this letter by a person* 
going to Gharlestown, which is two hundred and 
eighty-five miles distant. With love to my mother 
and sisters, believe me always yours, 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON* 



LETTER XXL 

Mr* Ifenrt/^Frankiin to Edmn Middleton. ' 

Lexington. 

My dear YOUNG Fbibnd, 

IN our way from Morgantown- hither, we^ 
hare taken a circoitoas direction thr6iigb a* consi« 
derable part of Kentucky, which qualifies me- to 
giTe sonoe account of 'this, newly isettled province. 

Some 
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Some Yirginia hunters discorered it about the year 
1770, and ^ave such a favourable report of the 
country, that others were In a few years induced to * 
form settlements there. 

This extensive territofy was not inliabited by any 
Indian nation : they only came^ there to hunt; but 
so tenacious are they of their rights, that they 
Insisted the establishment of the white people, by 
destroying all who were not defended by numbers ; 
which gave it the name of Kentucky, or the Land 
of Biood. After many of the first emigrants had 
been put to death, according to the IndiaTk custom, 
by the most<;ruel tortures, they no longer emigrated 
by single families, but united in such multitudes that 
bore down all opposition: in some years twenty 
thousand persons have fixed themselves tliere, which 
has raised the price of land, and occasioned raiuch 
imposition in (he sale of it. 

Tiie river Ohio bounds this state on the-noHh and 
west for above seven hundred miles. Virginia lies 
on the east side of it, and Tenessee to the south. It 
is neither mountainous nor level ; and ^ts principal 
minerals are limestones and coal. 

its most considerable rivers are the Kentucky 
and Green, which, after running about three hun« 
dred miles, fall into the Ohio. The site of these 
streams, and the rest ill this country, differ much 
according to the season : in summer, many of them 
may be crossed on foot, which in winter Awdl to 
a considerable biaeadth ; a circumstance that pota 

the 



ike inhabitan<% in fisaoy phcesi (o great (tifficulty 
in dry veather, from want of water. 

TUe Barrens, or meadows of Kentucky, extend 
pearly sixty mUes on all sides, and arel^ounded by 
woods : ffom their name, I expected to pass a dry, 
fidRdy plain, void of kerbage, but wiis agreeably 
surprised to see them covered with grass, mter- 
juixed with flowering .plants. Compared wUh the 
forests and cultivated country, it was an uninterest- 
ing scene ; as, except a great number of partridges, 
scarcely any thing alive is to be heard or seen. We 
observed* many subterraneous 'Ca veins, very near the 
surface of these barrens, and were often glad to 
quench eur thirst at a small trickling stream of 
water, ia the sides of broken boles of the shape of 
a itinnel, rather common here, and which are never 
;dry* The owners of the £ew plantations on these 
barrens, lead a most solitary life. A woman, 
.where I stopped for refreshment, told me, that for 
eighteen months she had not seen any person but 
her own family, which consisted of a husband and 
rtwo chilaren. The luxuriant herbage of these 
meadows is burnt every year, that the cattle may 
be able to get at the new grass beneath it. They 
presented so little variety, that both of us. were 
£lad to get into a more inhabited country. Most 
of the people have emigrated from the rempte 
parts of Yirgiuia; and the generality, especially 
amongst the lower orders, retain the faults for 
which they are distinguished. Gaming, a love of 

H spirituous 
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•spiritooas liquois, and ferociMs q«ftm9s In co«- 
6eqaence of intoxication, aie but too eommott 
amongst them. They are very ingnisitive, and 
tease a stranger with a ^(lUltitade ^of questions. 
Whence did you tome?— where are yott.going ? — 
what is your name? — where do you live? — and 
:why do you travel ?— are to be answered wherever 
you stop, till the repetition becomes truly tiro- 
«oroe. 

A^ schools are established -wherever the popu« 
Nation is sufficiently numerous to support (hem, 
"there are grounds to hope that the morals of the 
rising g'eneration will be superior to those of their 
ancestors, whose care to provide immediate sup- 
.port absorbed their principal attention. Tobacco, 
Siemp, and grain, are cultivated with success; but 
the cold ^fien sets in too early to suficr the cotton 
plant to ripen. Reaches are thefruit most cultrvated; 
though, probably, ^tfaer kinds would thrive^ Pigs 
are turned into the peach orchards a little while 
.'before the fruit is ripe, ttrat they «iay feast Upon 
4be wind-falls« Immense quantities of .peacfaes are 
«distilled into brsmdy ; a ^reat deal of this intoxi« 
eating liquor is drunk, and the rest is exported. 
Horses and cattle are :prmcipal articles of coow 
merce in Kentucky ; and ^It is absolutely neces- ' 
sary to fatten them.; -in all the western stales, it is 
xnised with their food, and is an allurement to 
them to return from the woods to the plantations. 
Wild turkeys are nmacrous, and, in the uninha- 
bited 
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htteS peLfHy iK» lame as to be easily Aot. f n autamii 
and winter ibey feed chiefly upen acorns and ches* 
nuts. They inhabit (he sides of rivers, and perch 
^pon the tops of the highest trees. 

One of the peculiar beauties of tliis country is tlie 
perpetual foliage of the trees, which continues unim- 
paired, even in the depth of winter, though a con- 
siderable degree of cold is £^lt. 

We did not pass many towns. Ilarood's Burgh 
may serve for a ^ypocimen of the rest : it is merely a 
small group of plank bouses. Near it liv cs General 
Adair, whose large, convenient house, retinue of 
black servants, and equipage^ mark him for a maiv 
of consequence ; but these distinctioas are not very 
usual in America, less respect being paid to rank 
than in any country I was ever in. before. 

I write ibis from 'LexingtoB, which is situated in 
the middle of a spot of cleared land^ surrounded 
with woods, like all the other inferior towns of the 
•United States, which are not near the sea. It is built 
on ^ regular plaD;, with broad stietts intersecting 
each otIierT Most cffte houses aie brick. Though 
Franckfoct is the seat of government of Kentucky^ 
Zjezinglon is the most considerable town in the pro* 
vince. There are but few manufactures, agricultuie 
being the favourite pnisoit. We visited, however, 
two printing offices, each of which issues a news- 
paper; a rope work; atannery; a nail manufactory ; 
and, in the neighbourhood, a pottery and a gun- 
powder mill. 

H2 Lest 
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^- Xiest I should fatigue your attention with fao 
.many objects, I will conclude, ^fter desiring to be 

jeraembered, in the most affectionate manner, to m.y 

brother and your JTamily. 

l\. FRANKLIN. 



IdETXER XXn. 

Arthur Middltion to his Brother Edwin* 

Pitisburgh, 

Mr DEAR Brother, 

WHEN I have nothing io communicate 
but the departure from one town, and arrival at 
another, without any thing new or interesting to say, 
I defer the task of writing as long as I can, lest^ 
instead of receiving my letters with pleasure, you 
should break open the seal with reluctance, except 
for the sake of hearing that I am well. 

A voyage .on the Ohio will, I hope, afford yeu 
.entertainment ia the relation, as it did me in 
reality. 

After leaving Lexington, we passed through the 
small town of Paris, agreeably situated' iri a plain 
of considerable extent, and watered by a stream 
that turns several corn mills* MillesbuFgh is ano- 
Xher town, of no great size, thaj^Iay inrour road ; 

beyond 
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and the trees stonted in their growth, which Mr* 
Franklin attributed to the salt nrines, with which 
it abounds. We stopped to observe the process of 
some salt-works, establkhed near some pite of salt 
water at Mays- Lick. There are a great many sail 
springs, both in this neighbourhood and on the 
banks af the Ohio,' which the people call //cAt, 
because the elks, bisons, and stags, which ran wild 
in the forests before the country was inhabited, 
used \o come \o these places to lick the salt particles 
from the earth. The most remarkable of these licks, 
that are known amongst the white settlers, are 
Bullet's Lick, the Big Bones, the Blue Licks, and 
some on the north foot of the river Holston. 
When the earth is opened to the depth of three 
feet, the water begins to boil up; and the deeper it 
is dug, and the drier the weather, the stronger is 
the brine. 

Near some of these licks, on the banks of the 
Ohio, are found the bones of a prodigious animal, 
much larger than an elephant, called the mammoth, 
or big buffalo. The Indians assert, that there arc 
still some oS these creatures existing very far north* 
>vard; but no animal is known to the European 
settlers, that can compare in bulk,, with the tusks^ 
grinders, and skeletons, that are either scattered on 
the surface of the ground, or a little beneath it, at 
some of these places. This circ umstance has caused 

H 2 many 
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lias-been obtained. 

A Delaware chief, who hanctod an erahaiisjr of 
Warriors, replied to the qqastions of ^e Governor 
of Yifginia, on (hiasabj^ iftthefeHowing mtm^ 
ner. After first pladiig himsdf in a prefer attitocte 
to make an oration, be told them that it was a 
tradition fiom their ancestors^ that in ancient 
times, a herd of these tremendous animak came fo 
the Big-bone Lfeks^ and began a nniversal destmc* 
tion of the bears, deer, dks, baffidoes, and other 
animals, which had been created for this use of the 
Indians: that the Great lHan above, looking down, 
saw this, and Was so enraged, that he seiaed his 
lightnings seated hitiiself on a neighbouring moun- 
tain, on a rock, (cf which ,his seat and the.print of 
his feet are i^ill io be seen,} and hurled his bolts 
among them, till the. whole was slisnghtered, eK« 
cept the big bull, which presentii^g his. forehead 
to the shafts, shook them off as they fell : but not 
being aware of one of tliem, it wounded him in 
the side; upon which be gave a spring, bounded 
over the Ohio, the Wabash, the Illinois, and 
finally, over the great lakes, where he is living at 
tliis day. This strange mixture of truth and foble 
does not clear up the point, nor prove whether any 
of this huge race remain, where th<^ inhabit^ or 
what kind of creatures they are. The bones are 
incontestible evidence that thero once was such a 
race^ and that is all we Mow about it. 

Having 



tbmng seev time sdt-imrfcsr nr jogged an 1# 
'Wasbii^4M> wkidi we reached at an early boor ia 
ibeewtuing; mrt tbatginAt ctlj tiial was described 
lA soDie o£ our former letters^ but a small town^ 
witb a brisk tmde^joomposcd oC aboot twa handred' 
ylank houses. The custom of giving seTeial placea 
the same namci, makes Aiaericaii geq^raphy Tery 
ODofased^ and diffiaaU to be remembered* The 
eoarse of the rivers is the best guide lo define whicb 
of the places ia meanit. Thus^ the federal city^. 
Wasliiogton^ stapda on the I^ttowmack^ and thia 
near (he Ohio, 

At the tavarn where we lodged^ we heaid of twO' 
persons in the (own who were going to Plt(sburgli U> 
fttffchase g8ods» They weve W embark the next 
morning at Limf»(oae» in a canoe on the Ohio* 
Mr. FraoUia embraced theoppor(uni(y of joining 
their party. We readily disposed of our horses to 
sorao tUMTelleiSy who were jqst arrived at Lime- 
stooev and were gpiag to (be eastward of the Alle« 
gaaies. AU raattei^ being amicably setded, we set 
out under a most serene sky, and an intense snn^ 
and in a few miles felt in with a first settler; that 
iSf one in search of uncultivated land| where he 
wmy ckoose a spot of groHftd fur himself^ on the 
borders of the savage tribes. This man was going 
to visit the banks of the Missoori, attracted, as he 
told OS, by the niuUitiide of bisons,, beavers, aiul 
elks, and the fertility of the soil. When he bad 
delermineA the plaee of hi& choice^ he was to 

H 4t retura 
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letiirn for his fanrilj. Thus be wc^ld'make a voysrgi? 
ef fourteen or fifteen handrcd miles, three times^ 
before he bad completed his undertaking. He was 
alone, in a canoe of eighteen or tv^^nty feet lon^^ 
and twelve or fifteen inches wide : his dress, like 
tliat of all the American hunters, consisted of a 
short waistcoat with sleeves,' a pair of pantaloons^ 
and a broad woolleii gitdle, of a red and yellow 
colour. A carbine ;: a small hatehet, called by the 
Indians a tomahawk, and used by them both to cut 
wood, and to dispatch their enemies; two beaver 
traps ; and a large knife hanging to his girdle, coin«^ 
posed his hunting equipage. One blanket was all 
his baggage. Every evening he encamped on the 
banks of the river, or passed the night by a fire ; and 
when he judged that there was a fiivonrable oppor« 
tunity for the chace, he penetrated into the woods, 
for several days, and, from the produce of his hant* 
ing, provided himself with food, and procured 
fresh supplies, by selling the skins of the animato 
he had killed. This wandering, unsettled life, 
gives these people a distaste to a fixed home: 
they are no sooner settled, but they dispose of 
their land to other settlers, who are more civilized, 
and then set out again to explore uninhabited 
regions. 

' The shores of the Ohio are thickly scattered 
with plantations: the owners live in wretched 
log-houses, often built in most delightful situ- 
ations! but the cultivation of the land is some- 
times 
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limes neglected, for the pleasure of bunting the 
stag and the bear, the skins of which bring them 
leady money, or they exchange them for articles 
they cannot otherwise procure. These people 
have not much to give, but they were always 
willing to let us enjoy the shelter of their houses, 
to spread our blankets for the night ; a mode of 
lodging to which I am quite reconciled. Muize 
. bread, smoked ham, butter, and milk, were gene* 
rally our fare; but their larder seldom afforded 
any other provision, except, accidentally, a piece 
of venison. The second day, for the sake of 
amusement, I put out a fishing-net, and caught a 
cat-fish : it weighed a hundred pounds. This fisb 
is the terror of a smaller race of the finny tribe, 
which he destroys with a sharp spine, that grows 
on the first ray of the back fin. When he catches 
bis prey^ he sinks below the fish he means to attack, 
then rising suddenly, wounds it several times in the 
belly. 

In this river, and some others in the western 
country^ there are a great many muscles, of a par- 
ticular species, of a rather large size : they are not 
good toeat, but tbesbe]l is lined with a thick coat 
of mother-of-pearl, which is made into buttons. 
Man is very ingenious, for he contrives to» make 
the parts of almost all other creatures useful to 
him* We passed many fine situations. Pbint 
Pleasant is one of these, a little above the mouth* 
of the Great Kenbaway,. a river that falls into the 

H5 Ohio. 



164 

Ohio. This little promontory stretches out into 
(he middle of the Ohio, "which is here very broad : 
its shelving banks are planted at the bottom >vith 
creeping willows. The pendant branches, and- [lale 
green of these, form a pleasing contrast with the 
maples and ash-trees immediately above them ; 
whilst these last are covered, as with a canopy, 
by the i>Iane, the tulip-tree, the beech, and the 
magnolia, that rise above them in a majestic 
manner. 

We passed several towns ; the principal ef them 
are Alexandria, Gallipoli, Marietta, Wheeling, and 
West Liberty town. Marietta is the chief place 
in the state of the Ohio. There may be two 
bundred houses: some of them of brick; and 
many of them have two stories, and are hand-, 
someiy built. Most of them face the river : high 
bill^ shelter it behind. It is situated at the union 
of the great Muskingum with the Ohio ; near it are 
the remains of ancient fortifications belonging to 
tbe Indians. 

About fifteen miles froni tbe Moskinguni, m a 
small island, is a plane-tree, said io measure above 
forty feet in circumference. This, to you, may- 
appear like a traveller's wonder; but we, who have 
seen several nearly that siie, cfta easily believe if. 

For some time before wt reached Pittsbmrgb, 
the Ohio runs between two ridges of hills, ft^ 
quently unbroken for miles ; at other times s river 
Jesses through the Ixeftk^ ot adotha hiB in a dif« 
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ferent direction* For a great length of way tlic 
course of this river lies through a mountainous 
country, covered with ibrests, and almost unin- 
habited. 

This noble river takes in k vast circuit, winding 
^lih a prodigious sweep, for nearly a thousand 
miles, before it reaches the Mississippi ; its breadth 
varies in different pads. The islands in it are very 
numerous, and the stream so rapid, that the west- 
country boats are made almost square, to stem the 
current ; and having raised sides, and roofs at on^ 
end, look like j9oating houses. 

After so long a voyage^ yon roust excuse aiv 
account of Pittsburgh till my next^ and in the rnean^ 
time believe, that no variety of place or people caa^ 
ever make me forgetful of the pleasant hoars I havt- 
passed in your society at bomck. 

▲aXHUIi MSDDLETDIV. 
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LETTER XXIII. 



Mr. Henry Franklin to his Brother. 



Lancaster. 

Dear Brother, 

PITTSBURGH is built on a (rianffular 
plain, just at tbe confluence of the rivers Monon- 
gahela and Allegany, which, when united, form the 
Ohio; Agues are but Htlle known here, though so 
frequent in many other parts. 

It is the great market for the exchange of goods,' 
between Philadelphia and Baltimore, with the 
western country and the nnmerous settlements on 
tbe Monongahela and Allegany rivers. Tbe greater 
part of the traders who reside in this town are 
partners or agents to tbe commercial houses at 
Philadelphia. The merchandise is conveyed from 
Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, in large covered wag- 
gons, drawn by four horses, two and two abreast: 
from theOte it is frequently sent in carrying boats^ 
along the Ohio and Mississippi, to New Orleans^ 
a distance of more than two thousand miles. Some* 
times the cargoes returned by the merchants of * 
Ne\^ Orleans, go by sea to Philadelphia. Thus a 
communication, to their mutual benefit, is main- 
tained between the distant parts of this vast and 

' *^ increasing 



157 

increasing empire. Thirty years ago, Uiere were 
scarcely thirty thousand white inhabitants in the 
three new western states, Tenessee, Kentucky, and 
that of the Ohio; now they are estimated at four 
hundred thousand. Do not suppose that this 
wonderful augmentation arises from the natural 
increase of the first settlers, but a continued influx 
of new emigrants, who flock from all parts to this 
fertile region. 

The river Monongahela rises in Virginia, at the 
foot of Laurel Mountain, which forms part of the 
chain of the Allegany, and receives some inferior 
rivers before -it joins the All^any; this latter 
river takes its i^ource near lake Erie, and begiiuf 
to be navigable two hundred miles.from Pittsburgh. 
The dock-yards for building ships, give employ^ 
meat to many hands in the town, as well as some 
at Redstone and Lexington, which supply the 
cordage. 

The time thiat I had appointed for our stay at 
Pittsburgh being elapsed, we set forward, with 
design to bend our conrse, by way of Northumber- 
land, to New- York. The excessive beat over a 
mountainous road, prevented us Irom proceeding 
farther thkn Greensburgh the first day, a town^ 
about a hundred houses, standing on the summit 
of a hill. The country near it abounds so much 
with coal, that it is used for fuel in preference to 
wood, as bdng less expensive than catting wood 
for the fire. Ligonier's VaUey is a .fertile . tracts 
>. ' producing 
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producing \^heat, rye, and oats, for food; hemp 
and flax for clothing. Moet of the iir omen were 
at work at the spinning wheel or the loom : tbcif 
families are aupplied with line» by their industry. 
We observed some wild plants of great beauty; 
particularly a species of azalea, with large white 
flowers, that grows to the height of twelve or 
fifteen feet. At tlie end of Ligooier's Yall^ 
we crossed Laurel Hill, probably so called front 
the numerous laurels and rhododendroos that 
cover it* 

Some fried ham and deer's ffesh, with a cake of 
maiae breads baked on a board before the fire^ at 
Stanley Town, gave us fresh strength and spirits ta 
asoend the Allegany Ridge, which is extiemeljr 
iteep, and lendered sliU more inoonvement by 
enof moas stones^ that are scattered about the roadj^ 
We slept at Bedford. Unfortimaieiy for usy it had 
been a public holiday, and the tavera was ffiied 
Ipitb people, in silch a state of inloKimitioa as lolie' 
dead driMik aboni the rooms, on the staiiA, and ift 
the yard. From those wha weie able to speak^ 
■othing was heard but a firightfiil upraar of riot oi 
ainifie. Arthur remarked^ that a young. iiia»did aot 
■aed a more striking piclwpe o£ ih% hatdU eoowb^ 

^fUnOBB of CXMSS. 

The psofk i» the interior of the Ibiited State 
aae too generally psone to- the lote <tf spurittttNin 
K^uoffs,. as » regafe ; for their cofliiiaali0r«Eage>.inr 
•amflMr>.ifr ivalei.oc adu nifik«. 

She 
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X The banks of the Juncata, which we crossed in 
a ferry-boat, are high, and adorned with trees and 
flowering shrubs. Tbe country people gather the 
green cones of the cucumber tree, and steep thenoi 
in whisky, which they consider as a remedy for the 
ague. 

Travelling over a hilly, stony country, we observed 
several scattered farm->houses, and sonie small towns, 
in our way to Shippensbargb. Labour is dear and 
hands scarce ; so that a farmer, instead of considering 
a numerous family a burthen, finds the assistance of 
his children a source of wealth. 

Shippensburgh is a small place, that trades prin-^ 
cipally in flour. We lodged at a tavern kept by » 
cdkmd ; no nacommoQ case in America, where tbe 
distinctions of rank are not yet observed with the 
same exactness as in Europe* 

A monnttftiftous country, with few inhabitants^ 
brought n9 to Carlisle, a tolerable town, having 
several stoires that deal in mercery, habevdasbery^ 
grocery, add Kquor. York is a weK-bBilt town,^ 
chiefly composed of brick-chooses, and^ like many 
Other places in this part of the ooantry, inhabtle^ 
by Germans, who still speak their own language.' 
At CSoiumbiil w6 tveie ferried otH the Su^ae* 
hannah : very h^ hills form tbe banks 6f iln^ 
river, the middle of which is covered with small, 
woody i^lands.^ which appear to divide it into se- 
veral branches. Some of these, though very small^ 
are as high as the netghbouriog hills, and being ir** 

legular 



160 

Kgular in their form^ havings piciaresque effect, 
which is improved by raal(iCt»des of wiid-fowt ihat 
liestle in the isles, and hoTcr about the river. 

Early in the morning we reached Lancaster, the 
largest inland town in North America. The houses, 
which haye two stories, are chiefly of brick or stone, 
with a broad stone pavement, and pumps placed at 
small distances before them ; there are several well- 
built churches, and an elegant sessions-house. It 
is computed to contain from four to five thousand 
inhabitants, nearly ail of German extraction, but 
of different religions and occupations. Hatters, 
saddlers, coopers, and gunsmiths^ are the.^most 
numerous* 

The gunsmiths are celebrated for riies^ the only 
kind of fire-arms used by the Indians and the people 
of the interior. I n t he town, as well as the neighbour-^ 
hood, area great .many tan-yards, and mills for 
grinding corn; the flour is sent to Philadelphia ia 
waggons. Lancaster is surrounded by yeidant mea*- 
dows, watered by a wheel,, contrived to raise the watec 
for that purpose. Near it limestones and slates are^ 
found, of a large^siae; and the neighbouring couatrjr 
19 full of iron niiaes. 

. Having an engagement upon my hands, I cannot 
enhirge further, than to assure you that I am 

Your affectionate brother, 

HENRY FRANKLIN. 
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LETTER XXi7. 



Arthur Middhton to Ids Sister CaiherinCi 



Kcju York\ 

Mr d^ab; Girl> 

IT is so long since 1 have adiJressed 
myself (o you, that Edwin cannot be jealous of this 
attention. Whilst we were at Lancaster, we tOoli: 
a ride to Epbrata, io see the establishment of the 
Dunkers, a religious society well known in America 
by their solitary mode of life. The men and women 
live apart, in houses that are without cmiamenf. 
They wear a long gown, made in winter of grey 
cloth, and in summer of white linen, tied round the 
waist with a strap of leather : a long beard render^ 
this dress still more yenerable. They live in a 
plain, frugal manner, and sleep on a bench with- 
out a bed. The property of the whole community 
is shared equally by the members who belong io 
it. What the principles are that lead io these 
singularities, I could not learn. From Lancaster to 
May Town is a woody tract of country. Along the 
road we saw many Grerman farms, which are known 
by small houses and large bams. Cows and oxen, 
with a few sheepi were grazing in the woods, or 

near 



mar the road ; and the woods chiefly consist oToaX^ 
Biccorjr, black oak, acacia, chesnut,. cherry,, and 
apple trees, a few spmdie trees, some cedars add 
Weymouth pin^.. 

May Town is only a small village^ Barrisburgb 
18 another town of no great magnitude* Several 
rangfs of hills, or high ridges, ran parallel to eachr 
other, in the way from this place to Sanbury, and 
are in most parts corered with trees. Azalias 
bkKssom in almost every wood^ and ddight both 
(he eye and the smell* We passed many straggling 
Ipg*houses, and iiew settlemenrts^ where tiic owners 
had felled some of the trees, and barked others for 
several inches in breadth^ in ordec to make ttea 
itecay». 

The mountains over which the road runs horn 
Harrisburgh to Sunbury, are all of granite ; and ia 
some places it is very fine and beautifttl. At lengtlk^ 
we perceived the little town of Sunbury,, standini^ 
an the bank of the Susquebannab, which,' whevevev 
we meet it, is a grand object. The <q>po8ile shoie 
is bounded by high mountaias^ darkened by nu* 
merous pines, growing on the rocks. Sunbury is the 
phief town of the country ; .but Northumberland ia 
larger and marq agreeably situated, though H is ill 
built, and inhabited chiefly by Dutchmen. Hitbet 
the celebrated Dr. Priestley retired, and ended, hti 
days in tranquillity « 

la one of o)ir walks on the boideis of the river 
we wefe surprised ^A hearing the w^ladioua sounds 

of 
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of a piane fiirte^ eacqubitely toacbed, prodeed (fom 
a small wooden hoase^ bttiit ^[ainst the side of a 
bigfa inoantaiQi coveied miih wood' and frag^ni6nt» 
of locks. The romantic situatioo, the unexpected 
melody, and the apparent poveHy of the inhabitants^ 
were slich an extraordinary contrast, that we w«ro 
fed to enquire who resided in the hut< It appeared 
that they were an English family, of Defined 
manners, whom misfortmie had driren to- seek 
an asylum in America. Turning o«r course 
towards the east, we came to Bethlehem, whicb 
is the chief settlemleiit of the Moravians. The town 
stands on rising gronnd*, nearly encompassed by 
streams^ and b built with greaft regjiitlarity e it con* 
sists of about eighty strong stone bouses, and a lai^ 
church. 

Towards.the centre is a spring, that supplies every 
house with* excellent water: oyer it is* erected m 
public pantry, (I think i may call it,) with very 
thick waHsy to keep out the heat of the sun, fnr« 
dialled with naraerous shelves. In this place, during 
bot weather^ the inhabitants keep their provisions^ 
meat, milk, butter,. &o. stand in the neatest order, 
belonging io different fiimilies ; where, so honesl 
are the people, that though the door is un&stened, 
they always find whatever they have deposited 
there, just as they left it* 

The Moravians are a most singular people, as yon 
wiU acknowledge when I have related the particu^ 
kuE of their xstablishment. From the eldei^ we 

received 
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Rceited' the greatest hospilalify daring our visit ia^ 
tbe town ; they seemed to take pleasure in showiog^ 
ttsthe order, harmony, aod tranfjuillity, that prevail" 
in their little commonwealth, which might properly 
be called the City of Peace ; for such is the goodr 
will andafiection of the inhabitants towards* each- 
other^ that they are like the members of a large" 
fiimiTy , that have but one interest in view. They are' 
united'together by the bond of religion, and confomr 
their manners andconduct to a discipline which they 
think agrees with the gospel. 
. An elder conducted us to every part of the esta- 
blishment, explaining their rules and discipline, 
with a civility far more touching than the ceremo- 
Bious forms of fashionable manners. The young 
men, young women, and widows, live each iiv 
separate houses. Our friendly guide led us first to 
that wbich- is appropriated to tbe young women: 
here we were desired ta wait in a nea^ parloiir^ till 
the inspectress. a ppeared to give us welcome. Tbe 
boose is large and airy^ Aboui a doeen women^ 
of nearly the same age, were busied in embroidery, 
knittings spinning, or other female works, in each 
apartment* We were not allowed to speak to 
them; and none of them seemed sensible of our 
entrance^, except tbe inspectress, who always rose 
and spoke to us with the greatest civility. They 
were dressed much alike, in plain linen or stuff 
gowns, with aprons, and close, tight^ linen caps, 
baying a peak in front, and tied under the chin with. 

pink 



•pink ribbons, a- colour that is wora by all the sin^ 
MToraeas the married wonien wear blue, and the 
widows, white. In these houses, the inmates aie 
.subject to rules, like the monk« and nuns in a 
^convent. They eat together in a refectory, sleep 
Jn a dormitory, attend morning and evening prayers 
in the chapel of the house, and have an appointed 
lime for work and recreation. The ditferent sexes 
do not only live apart, but they are not allowed, 
.whikt single^ -to have any communication with 
iCach other. If a -young man has an inclination to 
jnarry, he makes it known to the inspector, and 
points oat the girl of his choice, whom, mo$t pro- 
.bably, be knows, only by .«ight. The ins|)ector 
then declares his proposal to the inspectress of tl»e 
young women ; and if^ after consulting together, 
.they think their characters suitable^ they are mar- 
-ried immediately, unless tl»e girl refuses, or any 
other obstacle arises, and tlien another girl is 
selected for him. Attached to these houses are 
boarding schools for boys $nd girls, where they 
are instructed in a variety* of useful accomplisb- 
.ments*. The married people live ind^ipeadently, in 
their own houses. We visited several of them^ 
remarkable for their ingenuity in different arts. 
The neatness of their houses is charming ; as i;, 
indeed, that of the piublic buildings* The church 
is a plain edifice of stone, adorned with jiictures 
from sacred history. They have most of the 
necessaries of life within themselves. Oa the creek 

that 



4hat «k]f<s the toWis a flour inill, a saw mitl^ ati oH 
imill, a fulling mill, a mill for grinding bark and 
xlyeing-drugs, a tan-yard, a currier's yard, and on 
llie Lebigh River is a large brewery. Tlie tavern 
affords excellent accommodations; and for neatness 
and good, management, excels m«s^ we have seen ^i 
America. 

The United Brethren, as they call themsdves, 
vtraee their first rise as far back at 1424, and relate 
"that they underwent such grievous sufferings in 
£<lrope, as almost destroyed their society; tiH 
Count .ZlniBindorf gave a newiurn to their affairs 
4>y his patronage; and under bis protection many 
<>f them emigrated from Germany, and ^ttled iu 
4his place. It shoiild be added, to their honour, 
^hat their missionaries nie indefatigable in convert- 
ing the Indians todhristianity. There are several 
^ther establishments in dtfierent parts of America^; 
"One at Salem, ki Ncnrth Carolina; anoflier near 
Sjancaster ; one at Mount Hope, in Jersey ; and 
mnother at Naza«etb ; whither Me went in our road 
'to Easton, which is a large tovm, situated where 
'the rivers Iiebigh and Delaware join. A con^ 
niderable trade is carried on there, in corn, with 
i'hiladfflphia; and there are many nviHs in the 
neighbourhood, which trflen grind com for the 
people in New'Jersey, who, in seme parts, are not 
supplied With creeks^r turning mills. At 'Easton 
we crossed the Delaware, over a wooden bridge, 
ftnd entered the state of New Jersey, Along the 
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wiotibern part of it lies* the Blae Ridge of Mfotintains* 
A road full of hilb and rocks brought us to the^ 
straggling village ef Hackefstown^ near it is a 
'mineral -spring, much freqnented ia summer, with 
^n^ better accommodations than an old cask, 
^covered with a bnnch of willows, to shelter the 
^iwcll where the company bathe. When I compared 
this with the bath-house at Buxton, and otfier 
medicinal springs in England, Mr. Franklin 
veminded me that there was an essential diflTcrence 
between a conntry colonized but a few centuries, 
contending with savage nations and uncultivated 
deserts; and one civiiizedy and arrived at the 
•utmost refinement of wealth and luxury. 

The towns are thickly 'set from Morristown to 
Vew York; neat painted houses compose this 
pretty village, which stands on a branch of the 
^Sariton, and is the chief town of Morris County. 
The court of justice, the Presbyterian church, ano^ 
ther for the Anabaptists, a handsome academy, and 
a great square planned out in the centre, give this 
town an air of consequence. The inhabitants are 
chiefly empfeyed in rearing cattle for the markets 
of Philadelphia and New Tqrk. 

We passed a flat, marshy xrountry, io the Falls of 
'the Pasaik, over a road made of logs laid close 
iogetberf and'kept dry by a ditch on each side. The 
tirer iSows with a gentle current, till it reaches the 
shrink of the descsat, where it is about thirty feet 
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^ide, ami ihen tumble^ m^OBC Tasi sb^ x)1?«r « 
Jedge^of rocks eight j feet* high, in(o.ad<^p chasm 
beneath, formed by immense crags^ thatrke above 
Ihe top of the cataract, aad appear, tq have heen torn 
asunder 1^ some violentconyakiofi of oature. £very 
thing belonging to this nuyestic cascade bears an air 
4)f sublimitji and impresses the mind vriih an inejc- 
^ressible awe. 

Near these Falls is a rich copper mine,, originally 
discovered by a person who was passing by very 
early in the mosniiig', and observed a blue fame 
issuing from the Aground: struck wUh the singu* 
larity of the phenomenon, be marked the spot, and 
<m examination the earth was /found to contain a 
valuable vein of copper* ! , 

Peaches are as common as apii^ in Eo^tand, bat 
they are not very high-flavourecL The Americans 
bave a method of drying both peaches and appl^, 
in slices, for puddings and pies^ but .they are acid 
and tasteless. 

Several species of the red fruit ^pw here in 

.plenty, .thoagb unknown in Europe;, and the trees 

are full of little birds, in size, shape, and colour 

resembling a blackbird, but their bead is of the 

mpst brilliant plumage, and they are remarkably 

tame* 

On^ our approach to the North River, a noble 

view of the city of New York^ on tbe opposite 

^jshore, with the harbour and shipping^ burst upon 

our 
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oar sight. The pleasing varieC/ of the high banki 
of the river, richly wooded with trees almost dipping 
iato the wM^r ; and nambers of vesseb moying to 
all directionsy oompleie the beaoty of the aaimated 
picture. 

We have now fixed our abode in that cilji ia 
xeadj-fiKnbhed lodgings, for a few weeks, and 
have dispatched the faithful Sancho io fetch his 
wife from Chartestown, in a vessel that was bound 
to that port; hoping to be able to settle him in the 
island of Nantucket, as a cooper, ani employment 
he has been used to when a slave. I know your feel* 
ing heart will partake ray pleasure, in seeing him a 
firee man, and enjoying an indepeo^t right to 
whatever he may acquire by his industry* 

Adieu, my Catherine. Tell Louisa I shall have 
a box full of curiosities for h^, wb^ I n^urii* 

Your's, &e. 

AHTHUR MIPPI.ETON, 
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*Mr. fleniy Praniltn% Edwin Mvidletotu 

Mr DEAtt liDWIN, 

»iily Mw&pbftdehtc, atid lei^ negl^f 'no opportunilj 
<df^Wlrlli%, 'i^fefen^lhriVe a ttftectibn of mklter to 
supply ydtt'WHh-diiibsKf^ent. 

tie itdfepfWh^ We have tiiit ' Wlith 4t Mw i^ork 
has r«ld^ 6^r«bdde \hkte Tery^gr^t^Ie.' "We 
find the inhabitants poIMe, gay, afnU hospitable, but 
not 'so d^t|Med as ttroseof CharIes<own. Enter* 
tainments are frequent amongst them; and, as 
strangers, we were always invited. The furniture 
and apartments of the genteelest bouses, as well as 
the style of the table, are in the English fashion. 

The city is large, and finely situated on a small 
bland of the same name, encircled by the North 
and East Rivers, and a creek that connects them 
together. Part of the town was burnt during the 
American war, which gave an opportunity of 
rebuilding it in a superior manner to theoldslreetSy 
which are narrow, inconvenient^ and dirty, 
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Onr «partaien(s are in the Broadway, >»lucli is 
very wide, nearly a mile teng, and formed by 
exceedingly handsome brick houses. This noble 
street is terminated by a square, with (he govemor^s 
residence in the front of it. .Between this edifice 
and the river, where the fort formerly stood, is a 
fine public walk, that overlooks Long- and Statin 
Islands, the river, and the shipping. • Arthur and 
I often walk here, as we are almost sure of finding 
some of our acquaintance amongst the company, of 
a fine evening. 

There are no grand public buildings, though the 
churches and meeting houses amount to twenty; for 
hcr«, as in other parts of A mferica, every man foTlows 
that mode of worship that he thinks most acceptable 
to his Creator, without dimmishing his civil rights: 
there being no national establishment endowed with 
peculiar privileges, as in the ancient nations of 
Europe. 

There are three market places; but, except a 
more plentiful supply of fish, they are inferior, in 
every respect, to those of Philadelphia. 

The lAhabitahts are very benevolent, as appears 
from the homber of well-regulated charitable Esta- 
blishments ; particularly the hospital and dipensary. 
The prison is a modc^rn l^bilding, adapted to the 
secnritf ami health of its unfortunate inmates. 
The same humane code of laws, with some gmall 
* dfflference, is adopted faerie, as hi Philadelphia. No 

1 2 crime 



1T2 

crime as punished with death, but robbing a cbvrch 
and malicioiM murder. 

The slaves afe treated with great mildness; but 
still they are shives, and their masters have not 
sufficient generosity to give them their lihnrty. A 
great deal of trade is carried on by the merchants 
of this city« It has a most fioiirishiog port, and 
commuiiicales by tlie river and canals with distant 
parts of tlie counlry ; particularly with Msissachft- 
sets, and that part of Vermont which lies in the 
same tract* Till witliin a few years it was tlie seatof 
the IqgisUfure of the state, but it is now removed to 
Albany^ The colony of New York was originally 
founded by the Dutch. Henry tiudson^ in a vessel 
belonging to Ihat nation, tirbt discovered . l^png 
Island^ and gave bis name fo the Gjreat Northern 
River^ 

The English asserted a psevious possession, and 
there was a long contest between them and the 
Dutch; but in the reign of Charles theJSocoad, the 
former drove out tlieir antagonists^ and changid 
the name of the province from New Holland to 
that of New York, in compliment to the king\ 
brother, then Duke of York, nod afterwards JamieB 
the Second* 

At the solicitation of two or tficee of our frienda, 
we formed an excarsion to Jipnglslasd^ whidi is n 
very narrow strip of land^ jenfending to Xbe east^ 
lengthwise, one hundred and forty xailes; though 
it docs not extend ten in breadth^ at a medioni* 
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The country on the western side« borderir^ on tfie 
chamiel that separates the island from lite ooiirU 
nent, is nmianticalij yariedi with cfiarmtng pro- 
spects of the distant hills on Staten Island, and (he 
New Jersey shore, rising beyond th^ water, which 
is enlivened with vessels of different sizes and forms. • 
The inhabitants of this island are mostly descended 
fitMU the Duteh, and aie many of them fiirmers. We 
tried the hospitality of several, when hunger and 
fatigae OMicte us wish for rest and refreshment; but 
vre did not find the art of softening them to com- 
phceney ; they Koeived us coldly, and seemed ghid 
whew we proposed l» depart. Towards the northern 
side of the island we saw orchards of delicious fruit t 
llio flavour of the Newtown pippins eioelled any 
2 ever tusted. As we rode through the woods, we 
observed immense numbers of grouse and deer, . 
enjoying the shelter of the thickets; and both are- 
s(i common at table, that they are not considered as t 
daiMties. We visited several towns with Dutch 
names; at one, called Utrecht, there was a fair, 
where we saw a n^gro, who came from Virginia. 
lie was bora of negro parents, (of course both black,) 
and be continued of the same colour till he was for'* 
ifj when he bcoame gradually of a paler hue, till 
his shin was changed to the complexion of an 
European with red hair. He has, however, still 
some brown spots remainiog, though they are daily 
\S smaller and smaller. His hair b as much 

13 a^ered 
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ashis.^iii; for straight, Htm^othipolm b«ve $iic«- 
ceedod to the sfiort, curlj wool tba| formorlj > 
conered hW bead. ; A^ U dqep r^t affiiot jw hfallb; 
it is abappjr fne|a(aM)irp|ipMs.fiin bim';« for he^iw 
a^^omfoitaWe sttUtistcnoe b^ sboivMig bimedf £o Ib^ 

'H^vitig.ejibaMAled oureiiri^itjir. a^N^ YopU^. 
we (>rQiwadeUt tbfoc^b Cof Meet icut ami < Khode 
IsliiDd^to Bo$(ofi9;tbe.i2^i(«l of Ala9s^bv«9cte.Bay. 
ibmor^miiiuteaccoufilof (hei piaoes.we;paf^«d in 
oar way< bilfaer sMl cwkeiud« tbis ielti^. 

.Oil finl IfiATiiig^the <QHjr^ iio^baoriiMrti tHar^j/bftud-^' ; 
rantttoittuitfy) villat^. Uelairfuigi.i^ tokhc aiqr«luui<i(» 
nhdiprecipiiaMlsrtQeiiffi f(smiv.tbe.iie4titen(i$l!uikl^? * 
timh oa' lb#')eadifBti rimour* ofi tbei jdlcmr. fenerj. • 

from the Qp|MOtteLsltore';:o£ aniannof ibe;J)ioQlhv. 
Ri«!€r^ wbii>h:S€pafaUl9itl»e-.uJandi<^ N^ Y01& ^ 
from tiie.nHiiii.l9(S«i^ Tbeiprasfrvtif^fiUniStomfpidiia . 
varied wrtb vQid»ot xm»dQAik% and w<Mtis dmAjf. 
c^mposed'of pioaS) ^wm0 futs^tind ^ohtire^ . 

. Tbi2:fanne»tlii 4b i^ patrfr t)f . tbeiCoastr prefer tmxh * 
Ang oi^' cattle lo.tbe ctddvatkMi qf osamy beoanaalha - 
cURiule.'is' subjfclk ii^ blaatsAbitt deslaoy the ctop^. 
]i<^ttveen.!S^»slfaBd. ami: JP^ir&ltlirwe ;paMied- a^feyv * 
pnsttyi vtUflig^> tboiigb Mm Qomi^y is diintjr iaba* ' 
bitfsd,,and ifiterjKiot€di.uitb riigged rookiu, T:b«i 
pifaaaani Boartshiifig* towA o£ Niewbavea liea> ft>aiHl. 
the head of & bey, about four milaa.iiiMribi.Qflhe; 
somid, and covers part of a apkcious plaiu^ bounded 

on 
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on three sid<s by. RiQunlains* • XJie;«M«^llo«se, ihc '. 
church I ait^ the college, ar6 the, pruic^i^nltpufaUc, 
edifices.; the letter po9Sf»seB a. \ibr9fy ot B^vemi- 
tliousaiicl 3raU)mc39 and a museum of QatQraJ cu« - 
riosities. The houses are chieflyi wpod*; but oiany , 
of the streels, and the aquare, are planted :^th. 
trees, wJiieh. gives them a, regular appearaocej / 
Fifty ships belong; to the port, tanda haisk trade in 
Mfood, oxeti, horses, and nutles, to the West Indies^ 
and produce, of difiereat. kinds- to New-.Yor^ em^ 
ploys the imlvstrio^s inhabitants^ ! 

Be3wnd Itlewha^en wq crossed: a.moraia,. often. 
o;ierflowed by th^ lide^ sacce^ded by. a r^ad bound*, 
ed 04 one side byith^ river, and, 00 the other- bgn. 
Iiilb, till we.QiMpne to Middleton, tbe^giwi market 
fpr the f^rmqrs from: tbev»ectherB; piMsts. of Nem^ 
York, Massa^husetS) .ai|d. V<;rnioilty to diq[xi6e of; 
theirji9r3f]s, inuJes^ anJ bincJc caUle,for exportation! 
to the West Indies. Receding from, the Sound, 
Mtfs. travelled, along^a cOliiMry nitoraed. with, woods 
SLful meadowsi and enlivened, by nnmenoiiSv heeds of: 
Qatlle, io Hertford, the chief) town qt tiie county e£ 
t|ie. same nenae. The JniiabitaQts soefn much oa 
411 equality, and the houses Adaptal to tiwir homble 
circumstances: they ore lange enough for comfiHi*. 
hut too. small for ostentation* Wo. rode tbiouglt 
lyoodS'Of oak aod^biccory, vaHod. by open fields^ 
boifdered with, fruit treos, to Lebanon, beyondl 
irbioh.thc.oountry became liiUfr»loNocwioh^ ^heiei 
tMTQ liiiera unite 1 mm of theort is tsalled the Thames^f 

14 Here 



176 

Here 4Mir attentioi} vas tamed to the ingenioiis arts 
prftctiaed by Itie p^ple of Norwicb . Milk of all 
MMte Ate bailt neaf the town : and maDofactures of 
paper, stockiiigS) clocks, buttons, eartken-ware, 
oil, chocolate, and iroti forges, where the operations 
Tary froiff the drawing of wire to the casting 
of belli and anchors, empkij' the ifihabitants. 
Within^ a mile afto-lenving this busy scene, a 
romantic cataract prrsoited itself, by the wafers 
of tbe^Qtitnaburg rushing over some high rocks. 

At New London we were diverted by the occu- 
patbfis of a commercial sea-port, having the best 
biirboar in CSonneetical. Cattle, sailed provisions, 
bolter, and cheese, are exported from thence to the 
West Indies, and the other states ; and wood j lin- 
seed, pearUaab, and snmac, to England. The sumao 
id prepared ibr the dyers, firoro the invention of a 
merchant of this port, who has received a patent for 
bis diBCSovcry. 

I#eaving the eonlines of CSonnecticut, we entered 
the temlory of Rhode Isltind, and proceeded over 
wretehed roads^ where the miserable habitations 
marked the poverty of tho owners, to Providenoe, 
the most floorfaihing town in the state. It is built 
on both sides of a rifer of the same name ; the two 
^visions being united by a handsome bridge. 
l^kue tacymuy lofiyi substantial, and wdUfinished 
KoiiBes inihjs town ; «nd the prosperous manufac* 
tores, and foceigniupiiMtiCJi> aie Kfcely to augment 
the soorees of ito wealths' Theieis one of the largest 

^ i distilleries 
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distilleries in (he United States, besides extensive 
nail manufactories, and other forged iron-work. We 
were introduced to the elegant college, which waa 
founded, principally, by the Baptists, and is still 
very much engrossed by th;it community. Roger 
Williams, a man of a very aoiiable character, and ft 
divine, was banished, in 1636, from Plymouth, on 
account of his particular opinions. He retired to 
Salem, where his gentle manners gained him many 
friends ; but the same spirit of persecution drove 
h\ak from thefice (a seek a new asylum amongst the 
Indians,. in< trhe novtbern part of the stak%. whither 
he was fiillowed by a few adherent^, and by tbeic 
mutual assistance, and the kind olfices of the Indians, 
hi^laid the foundations of the town, and gave Ll the 
name of Providence.. 

Plymoutb,F the next town of importance, is en* 
gaged in the fisliery,. besides forges and iron works. 

The oollc|;e at Uingham detamed'Us foj an hour or 
two, as I rather wished to see it » It is corapoced of a 
nnmi^er of small schools united, and is* attended by 
nearly four hundred scholars. 

We were much pleased by the oeat coppers' work 
that employs die townsmen. Tubs, pails, and other 
wooden ware^are to be puf chased here in perfection. 
Trooi this place we went by water to Boston, the . 
capital of Maj5$achuset8 Bay*. The length of my 
letter is a sufficient apobgy fqt concluding myself 
ypur affectionate friend, 

H. FRANKLIN. 

at 

IS LETTER 
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LETTliR TiXYl. 



Artimg- MiMletoH, t.o Ed^m, 



Boston. 

MV DBAR BroTHCH, 

BEFORE I -describe the town ofBo^km^ 
there are seme tMngs that occurred in ami jpmmej 
between New York and this pthoe wottll your 
attention* 

One of oor'feUow-f»e8eRger» in> <lte «<agr-wag^n, 
was a manufacturer of pearl and pot asli, wllo, w^k ' 
hi8> wife^ a pretty^ iiiodest*Iooking yoangwonmn, 
wfir going to visit some velattonsf in Conneotiouit!. 

* Mr. PmnkUnyWhO' never loses an opportumtiy of 
adMRng to bis^fenowledge*, by colloeting inforbt^ioii 
frl^m people of all classes and profiMsioiK) tnrnecl' 
tbe conv^sation upon ibe quantity of these aahes'^ 
exported from America ;. and kiiited,4faaEt aa I was 
ignorant of the artsosed to biinf theni to^perfectioni 
he wonld' be obliged to bim to enleir' a little into* the 
distail' of tbe-processesntieestevy fer that piirposOb 

Tbe roanulbctliKr was'.pleased^ with ibis aitteiitio»| 
ami very readify* gave me tbe folkiwHig- afecoimtii ' 
<^ The vast woods that cove» Ibe endieatfed part^ of' 
our eountry*/^' said be^ ^^ furnish us with immense 

quantities 
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qoanlities of timber, soma of wlucb wehnfaiy ikA 
aAer wants. cdHeot Ibe adicsiiirlJHspiiiiposfi. 

^< Oat first care is to purify Uie ashes Jrom every* 
otber substance that may be mixed with them, by. 
washing them in tubs with double bottoms. The; 
ley thus produced is b»tled<*in large iron oauidronsi ' 
till all tbe wsftery particles, have evaporated^ aiid*it> 
is become of aproper substance. The ashes oCgneea * 
wood, and especially of oak, aro most esteemecLi* 
and no pot«ash can be pioeuMd from veBinoiis troes^' 
suoh as (he pine or tdie fir. 

^< When our pot^asb is compbiely finished, ife;. 
requires the greatest cptre^topacfe it in. bar>rels^ofr' 
white oak, made so close, that neither dansp. non- 
air can enter, or the ashes woaM dissolve, and tiie 
cash be half empty^ before it reached the deal inetk 
port.** I thanked him for the infcimation, aiidi. 
desired to know what are^ the ingredients of pead<%: 
ash. ^< It is o»ly pol-ash^*' replied he, >f refined b^ 
ike to a stiti gnaater degree of purity. Vhe operaiioa '• 
is performed in a drying kiln., fieated by a fivei. 
beneath it." << Both pot mid pearl asli,*^ lemaikod* 
Mr. FrankM% ^^are of great use to manafaoturers 
in other branches of traile: Ihe^ glass* makef, tho- 
bleacher, tihe fuller, tbe-soap-malierl thevseouies, tiki* 
dyer, and* the i^dlhedbry^ would be- at a Idss li^ 
complete their didlereatr works wHbontf y^g&tatih^ 
ashes, properly prepared*, io pnoniote (lie efibdS' o^ 
other ingredieiits*-- » 
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Oa tiie other' wto df the waggon sat a roagh, 
honesf-looking aaikir, <«bo bi^gwi to think it was 
bi^h time kx him to tmhe part in the coo versation. 
He told m that he bad riien from a caUn-boy to be 
captain of a ¥€8801 in the whale-fisherjr^ and that he 
had been as fiir in the South Sea as the Cape of 
Good Hope; and to the* North, to Hwboa's Baj, 
IB search of fish* He added, that in all his Tojn^ges, 
be had kist but two fl^en friMn accidents, aad that 
hfi W8B fadoved by those whom he empkjed ; that 
he paid them liberally in bhi|>ber instead of money ; 
and, with aconsci^us smile, be finished his narrative 
by sayii^, that the trade wasprofitable, and that he 
had made a fortune. . 

. The master of the iao at Newhaven, findiog we 
yfkse Englishmen, showed us tb^ rocks wtere Golf 
ahd Wadley, two of the judges who ^condemned 
Charles the First to dieath, hid themsdves from tlie 
soldiers, who were sent by bis son, Charley the 
Second, to search for them* , They lay snug under 
a bridge fi>r some days, whilst their pursuers passed 
and rej^assed it without findii^ them. 

' Jn order lo give you a clear notion qfour journey 
from New York to Bdstop, I must tell you we passed 
thtt>ti|^ the pr^viaoea of Connecticut, Rhodel^and, 
ap4 Ma8sachui0(s*, : The first settfeiB in Connecticut 
^uttm driven: ficoi^t £nglsiid to avoid persecution, on . 
ilf^poont of .:disf|sntiiig from the opinioiw of the 
church ; but they were not sufficiently iqstrucM hy 
their own sufiSsrings to l§aye others at liberty. In 

their 



their taffo 4lie7 peneeutod those who diflhred from' 
(hita, and dit>ve tliem to seek refuge in new settle- 
ments. The first Englishmen who established them- . 
selves in Conoectient wiere bigoted, enthusiastic 
people, of the Presbyterian perstiiisioo, and cruelljr 
oppressed their brethren of diffident sects, especially' 
the Quakers, many of whom they tortured and 
banished, and ewen put sonoe of them to death.: 
Their descendants are very strict, on far better 
grounds than diffisrence of opinion ; for they punish - 
gaming of all kinds, even horse-mcing: and in order 
to preserre decorum on Sundays, impose a fine on 
those who travd on that day. With such an 
attention to morality, it is strange thM they can 
still allow the horrid slave-trade. The inhabitants, 
of this province are very active and liberal in 
the establbhment of pnbiic institutions for the 
education of children* Sohoob are so general, and 
the people so well instructed, that almost all can at 
least read, write, and cipher. 

In Rhode. Island, on the contrary, they are very^ 
illiterate, and have few sehoob. A large proportion 
of the inhabitants are Baptists and Quakers, but^ 
aU kinds of Christians are allowed to w<^hip ia 
tbeir own way, unmolested* The district of Rhode i 
Island is an intermixture of meadows and fields, 
of maifle; barL^ and flax are also cuUivaled in 
great quantities : but the principal object of the* 
fasmeia ia jpm^y ^nd tfieir cheese i$ celebrated. 

throughout 
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dM-oogboutAnierlcxi. General- Giro^iMiife'S niitivci 
of this pforincC) and ihe tpeopletNNist of 'the'- 
bonour of being - hk ocflBfitf jEiiidn. Hei wns- a* 
distingutsbed geneml in (lie American neyoluftotv; 
and fhoyfrb be fought against the fingii^h,. iC« 
appears thaiy Ms braver/ and railttaiy skiii endeared 
bint to his soldiers; and that his humanity to the 
vanqaished, and moderation in^ prosperity, liave 
establisbed his ciiaracter as a person of- grealy 
merit. 

-: Wearenoi? at Boston, whiak is die- oapital of 
New England^ as well aa of M^ssaehusets Bay. I4 
stands upon a peninsula, united* to the eoatinent by 
a narrow istlimus« The vJew over the capaotoii» 
harboar, containing maay idMds, is very fine, but- 
the entrance of the bay is so narrow, Ihal not more 
than Wo la^tge- ships can enter in at the sanae tkna, 
thoo^ it» is capable of <;onlaining a numeroiia 
ffceti. 

Some of these islands ane guarded' by soMiera, 
to* prevent' the approach of avk' enemy; and tlic 
convicts of the stnle ai« seal to one of them, named 
Oastle fsfand, and' employed in making shoes and 
nails. Boston^ ih united to the iteurishing^ village 
of Ghar lestdwn-, by a Ane bridge, bnil(o?er ClharkeaV 
BiveK -Tbeloiini spreads, iti the form of a cKseent^- 
rt^vnd the hafboor. Boston id not very laJ-ge^ no^' 
are the streets ragulav; but neterthetess, it i^ 
pleasaot^ and the people arc^so-biiidf and |oelal% • 

that 
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tllati shottM' lihe- to< li ve hereHMtisr' than in anj 
lafgct town I hure Mn- in 0Q' tbe Amtrfcan ooa-» = 
tiaent. 

On the spot ifhere tbe foit stood is a simple 
monDfneAt, ereeied' to the- memorjr of General 
Warren; a revolutionary general, who lost his 
life in its defence.^ 

Boston trades to all parts of tbe globe ; of course 
the harbour fs a busy, lively scene, which I often 
enjoy from the noble pier, which is* two thousand 
feet long. 

Some of Iha. shifts balpogifig, to tbts port,€,arry 
on a trade between tbe western coast of America and 
Canton in. China* 

These vessels make a very long voyage rouad 
South AtBcrica, fir the sake of purchasings the skins 
of the^sea otlter^ which 19 the most valuable qf furs; 
and having obtained a cargo, sail to the westward, 
til -they veachr Canton, where they barter them 
with tbe Chinese for tbeir niannfactures, whiieh' 
ace either used by the Americans, or exported to 
Europe. 

Mr* Fraiiklin says, that though liixftiry has raany^ 
evtb, it is the means- of bringing distant nations 
aoqnaiated mA eacfr o(hei\ by tile desire for 
conMBodilies tjhat a«e not produced at home. 

Thi9 entsrpriskig^ Ufe would be just tbe thing ibr 
me^ and when* i have made tbe touv of America, I 
hope my mothev wiA tot me go on a voyage of 
dbewerjb 

I wish 



tiayei Uig0yier;. for o^^hingtiM jranK tom^mf i» ' 
wantiBg to complete the eajojoieol of your 
V •.AffociMMiate brother^ 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 



V Arikur MMii^mt^ 4th Brother EJkcin. 

NoHh Hd€ <iftke Etenmfhick Rittr. 

BEHOLD i]« now set dIT aa liorfieback 
for the prtMriiiee of Maine,, which Ue^ towards the 
iiprUi*efi8t. At a place eailed hynn^ staading on a 
80iaU hfivett,!we got a.gidod hreakfafit^ aod obacrved . 
that the people are i chiefly employed ia ntakiii^ 
6h<^* We wtare^told that four ,hjundred tbousandv 
pair are sent every year to Boston, New. York,., 
aod Pluladelphia : aiid from these .iK>^&.mai^ of 
them ace ei^iorled to £Qrope. We advanced no 
fi^rth^ir th^t dfty iha^. Snieniy the capital of the 
county of £fl|eii, .a Ji(rg% ppp^oa jplaoe^ kaod* 
8Qmely:,l)|ii|t,r with neat.boua^of a moderate site, 
suited to tt|^ inliji^jliUaiids, whp are chiefly engaged 
lA foreign^ fsp^p^rqs^ t^^ugfr %|fe i^^a m^ufactuie 
of saiUcIolh. The senate-house is a spacious,^ ei^gjeiDl/ 
i! ./ 1 structure; 
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structure; but the harbour is so sballaw and incon-* 
yenient, that a large vessel, heavily laden,>-€9nfiot 
approach tlieir quays; yet the enterpristng spirit 
of the peo|iIe has so welt overcome this obstacle^ 
tinit they trade to all parts of the globe. The 
ancestors of these industrious merchants were 
ignorant and superstitious; for in 1699, they per- 
secuted, in a cruel manner, a number of unhappy 
wretclies, for the imaginary crime of witchcraft. 
How absurd I For the honour of Salem, however, 
its townsmen were not alone in this ridiculous 
notion ; the same miserable delusion disgraced New 
England in general at the same period. We took' 
a pleasant walk in the afternoon to Marbfeheadj a 
small port on the same bay, wildly situated in the 
midst of rocks. " * 

The place seemed to be inhabited only by 
wretched looking women and children, so that I 
could not help asking one of the former, whether 
they bad banbhed men from their society. She 
replied, with a 'smile, that there were plenty of 
men, but that they were all employed on the sea, 
fishing for cod, which they cure, and then call 
them stock-fitih. On our return, we crossed over a 
bridge that unites Salem to Beverl<iy, where such 
multitude of cIkI ave cured, t'hat 'We were almost 
poisoned by the smell of them. You shall kmow- 
tlie process, without sufering the inconveuienoe. 
A6[er Aiq fek are bnmglit on. shoie,^ i)iey''ans 

washedi 
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have b^n exposed to the air two or ttir^e days^ (h^y 
a^e. place/d .00 hurdles^ w^ich. ex.t^nd.lhe.I^igth of, 
a large fields UU they are . siifficienUy dry. to be,, 
packed in ca^es, pre^edoJQwpi and sent either to 
the We$t Indi^ or EUirope. 

The Mihold'cqast of Mi^sSfipbu^ds. and Maine is 
inhat^itixl. by a, hardy race of n^n^ wli^ arfs engaged , 
in. (he fi&hejry on the Qr^at l^and Bar^k.^ 

Jn.Qur^vay tQ.lpswicb^i^e 8aM( ai'vein^ifie\d» ofi 
fllkx and hemp.' Gloucester i^.situaled £^J:h.e:hQUoin 
o^.O|ip^;Apnj(.and Iiereo^r imes wereagaiptaasjlijed; 
by. the oflDriferoj9^.s^U.of.tlie,8(qekT£9Ji* 

iVha^tcii.pi|blic 6<;hgals^.a||dr an^iop^tii^im caiied' 
the Sea Company, which supports. sj^vesai snmll; 
hpnse^ (^ £^|)(^iath$!nu>ut||'Qf4hf rlvpry fqrthe 
apcoiiimpidajUofi ofi5hipWirQckedsail9,ESt 

SomtQ^C'tbe il^abitanta. fure- eoipio^ec}' tn. aiOailj 
mnnuf^ciory ; a^d. others.ii|,«Mga|rnboiling,.w,l|o •fifD , 
siipplied yvUb inotas^^ froyn^the AntUies^ by tba> 
e3(cbafi|pc qfiAm^ican cotpauxiities. 

Haying qrosaed a fine bridge orer the-MivriRUick^ 
ifeienteiedJbe high r^iad. to PortsmoiM^. mhich ia* 
tbe princitH^l lo^n and. haifbcHHr in. New. Hfuttp^ 
sbiref standing, ufiqi^ ^, bfv f^P^' ^¥ **^ rtn«N 
I$isoa|aqaa» before it dMpbaig^ ila mraterEi into Uie; 
oceao. The liU(e. town$: ff Doner, E^Kel^r, aqcl. 
Dei:haniy.e4ob emyhyf4 mjl^d^ 9li4 AipfJlutkU«g> 

lie 
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He M the^hrins ofike^b^y^ and the^rivof» ikat h\V 
into it. . ' • ■ . • • / 

The vien^s ini. ibis; 'Tieigblk)UrlKXKl' are reifideied' 
picturesque, bji t^ intermixtufe of larger(»cks^aiHl * 
ridt ineadowau . « . 

A few miiesLbejood Po^mouth, we- cro^d (hof 
F!sGataqaa,oyiBra.bmdg&that'i9f{aid ^o-belbe finest^ 
iiftAmorioa. Itri&.baHt^bf wood^ ia«th& fcrm of an • 
angle^ Ih^ two aides- itniilin^ of> an arch of so: 
gieat a beigtit, that it* admite small vessels to- 
sail under it. Tha rest c^ our ride to Portland, 
vftsS' tbiiM^h '.ai poputom oduiilr^, bordering* o»a-^ 
ridge o&moaniains^tlnt lie betweea the Piscataquis-^ 
ami the -rivsr Bhcjb; comisanfling |)ros{^eclB..d(Vi 
lightfiiUy / vsiiMd b^f a great nanibet of rivers^' 
buy^y. and cultivateiiii promoatori^S) that, terminate* 
at a considerable distance ia tbe mountainref Newv 
UampslifrB. ' - i 

Tbe« whole coast: 19 a contiauedzigrz^, ftrm^^ 
bjff- mmcioos ' bajB,' creds, and promontories/ 
pietiy: thicbly inbabited ; but* the further- wd go, 
tbe 'less oiarh^joii wealth of industry we observe* 
Bdvlfaind,. however^ ia handsome in that part called^ 
the Newt ToMUb The Otd^Town wa9 deitroyidd) 
ioihewar of the rdvxrfiition^ and: is rebnlU><with^ 
neant bouses^ aud iahabited bjit^e 'meaaest mnka; 
it stands on a peninsula that jat^ out* intoi QaMoT' 
Qaj; as does.N<^rfh Yai'uio^th^ on. a creak of/ tbe 
mntimfi. >|ieib<ji ivas unit, aiuusod' wkb lobUingr 



U X 



188 

at (be varuHM opeitetibns of Cbe 8hi|i builders^ and 
ejiamining mills of difierent kinds. 

. We passed threi%b BtfaiMfwhik and Wiscasecf, 
tfro towns of which 1 have nothtag to say, before* 
we reached the Ketuiebeck, which irone of tlie 
principal riven of the proWoce of Maine; its 
source is distant from its nioath twa bondrecf 
miles, and it wat«i» the finest woodlands in ihh- 
region. The foresis and the sea are the grand 
soaroes of riches to Ihis distiict* - Most of the 
{People are either wood^cutteis, • f&hers^ or tinie» 
horners. The deakia tn wood retiie ' wMi their 
fiM&ilics, about: Novcmfeec^ >ialo« tte loocstea . 6l 
the forests; haTing taken care^, in the aummer, 
tp provide hity. fiv thetic cattle, laad^/a hot fiir 
tbemselres, on a pieirticolar epii ni«rfced IImt thoir 
winier seii^enoe^ Tbua dismaHy seehKl^ froot 
the comforts of a neighbourhood, they-imwifi tilll 
April^ or May, attleas^veryaeveils^weatbenoomptib^ 
then' to^ reimn sdonar., '^Having -feHed tbetr'tnnbef^- 
they bring, It on shsdgiss «o; tber brink of Ihe rrter^ 
where ik sematiB till* the rains swdl tfie waters 
^bflbientfyto^floiU itdown the stream..' Etkch woobUi 
ofewaer knows his own tre^ byn paslieiila^ niark.: ' 
W ben they. reach tiie inoiitboo£lhe«iversy theg^'aro' 
s^at: \la di&rent ports behnging to tbei"Uniledi 
Stale^i in smaM yachts. -' , r. v.y *:!.:• v ii 

.JEvssningeoming on, with am appcaian^ nf mbiv 
iredUiiai; waitllbRja:tAvtew( but axie>Bp to^daefr^ 
c£a fiurmer, who admitted us with the kindest wel-^ 

come*. 
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ceine. T^he matlner of life and sifn|iKcit/ of be- 
haviour 0f Ihis.kappj ikiuily, resemble the stories 
of tke patriarclM, that we wblA in the Bible. He 
draws his whole support from the farm ; he is sur« 
rounded by a number of children, who assi^it by 
their labour to increase the common stock. The 
^Hs catcli cod«fish and laliaon, besides ploughing 
and sowing, and tending the cattle. The mother and 
daughters not.Otily spte M the linen they use, but 
also make the shoes for the family, out of (he hides 
of the cutde they kill for sale. The good old man 
and his «4fe wece determined to make a feast for 
Ihe strangers; so a lamb was presently condemned, 
and a joint of it sensed ior supper. The sidebonnl 
was supplied ^ith beer, breweit from the twigs of 
ilifi spcHce Ar-treerand tpfog^ which is a mixture 
jo( rum and water, a ^ery common beverage 
wherever we go. After sopiier, they amused as 
with an account of their empbywients, in reply to 
Mr. FrauklinTg questions conc^ning the dairy, the 
Arm, the fishery, amihthe orchard. Every seasan 
brings with it something, new, and they soem 
'SO affectionate to one another, and so happy, I 
was ready to envy them. I went to bed full 
of this pleasing scene, and dieamt of you and 
my sisters cultivating a little farm with me. I 
awoke, and the vast Atlantic rolled between us. I 
felt our separation, and rose out of spirits. The 
•cheerful conversation of the farmer and hia family 

chaoed 
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. chaoed away dtiirthoiiglitt; asid'tlK hour of depar- 
ture obligiligos to take leave, we widiiiiteddur horses 
and reoe^cd our JDitniey. Adioa. 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 



LEn^ER XXVIII. 

« 

Mr. Franklin to JEdwin Middleton. 

9 

''. ' ' ' Penobscot. 

: Mir DBA'K YOVK^G FrI0!ID, 

TI*E variety of^is&sncd <tel Wodefcd 'e&t\i 
oihtt in oar rainUes tbrdu^h'dtflte»^n« pittite of tiris 
extensive ccmtinent/'wiH, I hope, in th^ r^p*titiort> 
anluse some ofjour MsNire li«^rs*lLt^h'dftie. - 

The latter part of o«r jour Aey* hit*rer, ' tlirongh a 
-jiortioii of the district of Maine, has- been amWs^a 
wild couotry, :^heTe the pot^rty of the inhabitants 
rk Apparent^ ftom the* wrctclied »log^ houses tfcfey Wre 
•ioy andllie fc!w ecoofiiYivodation^they p^M^^* ^e 
! havfe &eqaently taken shelter from the night, irft<^ 
! our host oould neither prooore us mm, sugar, meat, 
Inor any bread but-a soft'kiiid of paste made of ij^ 
Und Indian corh, thfet Un'Eiigltsb ^pdrtsaian 'TOuW 
'i^rcely think gtod rnmi^h tar his dogs. A suo 
.tsesfiion. of smalt fish hvg towns 'botd^r the W^* 
' ^^QidTieivs round Penobscot Bay are agreeable, and 

enlivened 
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cnli^crted by the diffetent dspecta of numerous islet?, 
•most of them inhabited by fishermen, whose' boats, 
scattered on the bosom of the water, complete (he 

' aninnratiioti 6f flie sderic. 

Tbef trtasTires of the sea are so easily procured, 
that they neglect to cultivate tbe land, and at-c 

' contented ' to live in tniserable huts, ill'proi'ided 
with clothes Or food. Pbopic thus indffTer^nt to 
prtvate comfort, are ik»t likely to attend to public 
accommodation ; the roads, accordingly, are very 

' indifi^rent, atid are often obstructed by rocks and 
roots of tfees. The silver fir grows plentifully 
in this district, especially near North Yarmouth ; 
as do the red oak, the white oak, and another spe- 
cfes that s6ldom exceeds fifteen feet in height. The 
blaek fir, the Weymouth pine, tlife red cedar, the 
common fir, the red maple, the Pennsylvania ash, 
the black birch, and the dwarf birch, are also com- 
mon. Wood pigeons, and squirrels of dlfibrent 
kinds, abound in the 'woods ; the former emigrate 
in prodigious swarms to the southward, on the 
approach of winter. Bears and wolves are rather 
numerous. We lately met a large bear within a 
mile 6f a village ; be crossed the road fliarlessly. 
Arthur tmprudently pursued him. The bear, not 
being pressed with hunger, ran away with great 

'Eiither rdigion Is at a low ebb, 6r civilization is 
but little advanced, as I could hear of no btulding 
erected for public worship throughout tbe province. 

These 
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These people enjoy a healthy climate, and frequeii^y 
attain a great age, though medical men are very 
scarce among tiiem. 

We are now stationed in the only place tbat 
deserves the name of a town. It is called Penobecot, 
and contains about .a thousand houses. 

We were rather surprised yesterday to recon- 
noitre our old acquaintance, the sea captain, who 
travelled with us in the stage waggon between New 
York and Boston. Tlie pleasure of meeting seemed 
mutual; and as he was just arrived from Nantucket, 
we were the more earnest to engage him to dine 
with 14s, that wc might bear news of our feithful 
Sancbo, 

He told us that our friend (for his fidelity and 
^titude entitle him to that appellation) was likely 
to do very well, having already found conlinnal 
employment in his trade of a cooper ; and as he 
exceeded in neaitness of workmanship, punctuality, 
and industry, there was no fear that he would gain 
a competency, which was all thai could be desired 
in Nantucket, where the inhabitants are remarkable 
for the simplicity of their behaviour and the mo* 
deration of their desires. The wealthiest amongst 
tlieui make no display of their riches, luxury being 
unknown in the island : no coaches, no finery or 
grand houses, but every one enjoys his gains in the 
comforts of life, and sharing them with his neigh- 
bours. 

He described the island as a barren, sandy spot, 

that 



jt^aLaggeaKs^lp bq tb^^ainqut of ^'})t9gl9 moaqtavii. 
w.Uiph,^xtBn(]s uqder the waXgf. it is cDv^rad ber« 
and. th^^:>)viMi. sorrel) ^gra^ ^ kw. oedav^^biislKSi 
md scri^b^yi^s. . .Tbe.f.tt^a^i^.yiQld^peat, vhich 
is vftj^able.for firiffg ; and (h^ pm^ and Jakei are 
qqv^red .wUh wUd«fawL.aodijblac]^i;duoks.: . The 
shoves : abound with the . ^oftTsbdleily ithe b^rdk> 
^halled| ^d the groi^t sea-cl^nS) almost ^tritious 
€)iqll,-fi^lm .Fi^hifng 19 ,ihq pr^Dipal diyension of 
these i^aqde.K$^ aqd* conUibutis&^mat^rjalUy tpi Iheir 
suppoft. TJi^.(iioi9t. GQtnlnpfi.fi^ are the streaked 
bass, the blue fisli, the tpm-cod, the mapkarel^ the 
tewtag, the harriagy/tbei fl^iiiidar^ and tbe e^L. . The 
sea supptv^s th^inri^hesM^ndieiBploymeat^'-FeWof 
the inbc^bitaiifs 4^va(&t|ieiii^d«ed to tt>e cultivation 
of the ground, though many of Itbem; possess .pa»- 
turcs for sheep, ^md a/oow of iwP| ^vbich their wives 
take charge of, w.biM ^iey*.'^rQ' gone Qu fishing 
expeditions in distant ;latit#^««.. TIms general 
de^cciption of Nantu^bk^tf: did ; not, fully s^isfy 
Arthur, wljo was impj^llfnt to hear th^ pariioujars 
of .SaHchQ'§ sitiiation. The .^aptuii^ . replied to . his 
enquiries on the suj^c^, 'mih^ foUpwihg ^y^ikI^s 
< ' The liij|Ie ivpn^y if ilh wkii^h yQUr bqijuity fayoujeed 
Sftnchjo, h^s jm^led. bi^>to prjafJiim a iptwe-fiOQ- 
yeniently slt^ted near tl^e. sea^rfv^re, ' Jt.isia^)!!^!, 

pqnAfortab^e. habitatioflft .P^n(Q4 on the piitjsjde.jwith 
pclice, l>ro%b^ from .a neighbouring i^lan^rCaUec^ 
Martha s Vineyard, where a promontory, know^ 
hjf ;t|ie Ram^, or^ay^.Hg^jl,,^ yi^ ^ /yarietx of 

K earths 
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0«rtbB, of dtflferent i^kurs. H& gratltifae loi Vdti is 
««lehid; be aUribiMes all his felessuigs to' ^dtf^ 
gemeioglty. His^ wife is t^imarkabie fer Her4titluklfy 
aihd «(tiich«>ieiit (o Jier tii^band ; -airid^lsf'^teernled 
&r heir good fiator^ fay kll heMicij^bbbunBj wM(^ 
gains htm a ' great deal of' em^oiai ; ' and as iWik 
ituffility kn4 good maaageilie&t are equdl to fh^ 
osmduity, StfUdho'^^peots lo^ savie' mbaey, and 
proposes, wbea uble, (0 purchase 'a ^haie irt> aVhhl^ 
^adcr, and goiti q«ke^ of that pfoAtebfe fkhv a 

• * « ^ > 

profesfiion tliat is followed by the principal med on 
tlie island." • " ' 

This led iio ihemjii^dtjt oif the whale fishei*y , et^ied 
«n by these hardy .liiaitfiers; and the account id so 
interesting, that 1 tmnsmit th& substdnc^ of it for 
your enlertainmeiit4 . 

The Fessds u^ for this purpose- aire 'not large, 
and are always manned ^ith thirteen bandit, that 
iAicy t9ay row two whale-boats, the crewi^ of wlii^ 
niust consist of six ; four at the oars, bne at the 
bows with the harpoon, and the other at the helm* 
It is indispensable tliat there shonld be tW0f)f thete 
boats, tlHit if one s^hould be overset in atlkcking the 
whale, the €lher ^ould be mdy io slate Ihe handa. 
f*i^e of the tturlteii aie aiWays Indians; Wd the 
d^^leentti inan venains ott board^ to«^teer Ihc'^esisd 
during 4h^ Ittstioh. None' buf ytitthg ihen ar^ tt fit 
this employ ihent, wirich- icquit^ ^Hsa< vigoar anil 

iigiiity. ;■; •: '' ^^';''' ;. • i' • \ •' 

^48 soon is th^ aerire' in' those It^des 4vbeee 
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whales ieire to be found, a man is sent vp to tbe mast^ 
head. If he sees orie, be calls out, << Await^ 
Pawana;" which signifies, '^Here is a whale/' 
The boats are immediately launched, filled witk 
every implement necessary for the attack. Tbej 
row towards the whale with astonishing velocity; 
When they have reached a proper distance, one of 
them rests on its oars, and stands off to witness the 
approaching engagement. The harpooner in the 
other, in a jacket closely bnttoned, and a handker- 
chief bound tight round his head, stands on tlie 
bow, with the dreadful weapon in his hand, to the 
shaft of which is firmly tied the end of a cord, that 
is coiled up in the middle of the boat, with the other 
end fastened io the bottom. 

When the harpooner judges that they are near 
enough to the whale, he orders them to stop. If the 
whale has a calf, whose safety attracts the attehtioQ 
of the dam, it is considered to be a favourable cir- 
cumstance : if she happens to be asleep, he balances 
high the harpoon, trying in this critical moment to 
collect all the energy he can exert. He launches 
forth the instrument of death. She is struck. 
From her first movement, they judge of her temper, 
as well as of their success. 

Sometimes, in the sudden impulse of rage, she 
ifvill attack the boat, and demolish it with one stroke 
of 'her tail. In an instant the frail vehicle disappears, 
and the atoarlants are plunged into the dangerous 
element/ W^re the whale armed with the jaws of 

K2 the 
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the $IiaTk, and as voracieus, ihcy never wDcAd 
retura borne to amuse .their listening mves yfiih 
the intc^resting tale.of tl^eir c^dvenf ures. Sofneiimes^ 
on the Qrst stroke^ she Mriil drve, ai^d disappear frotit 
liuman s)ght, and every thing must tlien give way 
to her velocity, or all js lost At other times, sh^ 
Vfill swim away as irnntouchcd, and draw the coi4 
.with sucb svififiness, that it will^set the edge of the 
.bo0t. on.fii^^ by the friction. Jf i^he rises before sh^ 
has run out;tbe whole leogtli^ ^lie-is looked upon ai 
a sure prey. The blood she. has. lost in her flight 
weakens her so mucli^ that, if she sinks again, it is 
but for a short time ; tbe.boat follows b«r course with 
an almost equal speec|. »Sbe soon re-appears, tired 
with her exertions, and having ti[\g^4he water with 
her blood, dies, and iloats^upon the sm^fs^oe. JPerbaps 
at another time she may not .be dangerously wountU 
ed, though she carries the barpoon.fast in her tKxly:^ 
when she will alternately dWe an(l rise, apd Bwiin 
on with unabated vigour, ^he then soon reaches 
beyond the length of the. cord, and carri^ the bot^t 
along with amazing svylftness. The harpoonei;, 
with the axe in his hand§, stands re^dy* When 
he observes tha' the bows of ,the beat i|«e naucb 
pulled down by the diving whale, .and that it 
.begins to ^ink deep, and to take; iR a, great i^ea^ of 
water, he brings the axe almost rto the $or(i- M^ 
pauses, still flattering himself she wiU slapk^n her 
jpace; but the moment grows oritical-^una voidable 
^nger threatens .^bero* But it is rain to hope^; 
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tbeir lives must be saved : the cordis cdt : thdboat 
rises again. If, afler thus getting^ loose, she makes 
» second appeamnce, they m\l attack and wound 
her again. She soon dies; and when dead, is 
towed alongside their vessel, where she is secured. 
Their next care is to cut up their prey, and set the 
kettles a boiling, in order to procure the oil, wbicli 
is (he -ieward of their dangerous enterprize. 

Different occupations promote vice or yiifiie, 
accofdihg'ta their pecufiar infloencer The life of a 
whlaleris a continuai exercise of fiMrtttade,-o(ranqpe^ 
activity, and presence of mind ; qaalities fenowned 
m tiiose who have too often turned them to iht 
jHirposes. of destroying or oppressing their fellows 
etealures,. whilst they are sometimes overlocked io 
the hardy mariner, who risks his life to procure a 
mdinleiiance for himself and family, and contributei^ 
by his labours, io (he good of the commiuiify* ) 
: The honest captain having^ finbbed bis -narratten; 
we tlioiiked him for the information he had gtvpa 
mf ami Ardi-ur entrusted him with a .letter and a 
IKesent to Sanoho, after which we took l^vo. He 
departed to* his ship ; and. we are preparing toom^ 
bark .on. board a vessel bound to Boston. .'. . .. 

Bblieye me^ with- sincere attachmeati yours^ i 

HENRY FRANKLIN^ 



t 
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LETTER XXrX. 



Arthur Middktvn to Edwm. 

Albany, 
. Mir DBAK BoTy 

WE caiDO from Penobscot to Boatdn inn 
WMdbMtmiin^ bdi^ttj laden #kh a carga of &fe^ 
iTBod; it wm happjr for us owr passage fep^ Mit 
*«roday% as the vtrj deck wasso crahsmed, that 
tbefe^as okilj mom for the steersman, which mi^ 
dered Mw Toyage ve$y disagreeable. Mr. Franklin 
ncfvtd not vesiat the pleasure of staying a few days 
^h oar frieiRls* at BuBton, whose hospitality 
engaged ua at drfieoent hdnses enety day ; ia one of 
jttiese. chaerfuL flrieetuigs, the conversation tamed 
4qiOfi tlhei fidb rarts, and an American, who waa 
alcbiroos o£ (isivfaing the talcnls of his country men> 
ofcaerjred^ tlitilseaeralof the celebrated artists whose 
^Mtfka adhm oar purUic exbii^ilions in London, 
were Aroerieahs* 1 was so ignoranti that I was 
obligpdilo.x^9%yufn) who they were. ** The president 
of your Royal Academy," said he, ** West, isti 
Ifati^ M Ph'ilaiefelphta, whose historical pictures 
will transmit bis fame to posterity. .Stuart was bora 
in Rhode Island, and Trumball in Connecticut,'* 
Goatinued be, ^^.and this town may boast of having 
^..:\ .A,\ given 
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giveOsbictbto CSopIey, whose work^ need oiilj ^ 
seen to excite the warmst aclmiration. , Can anjr 
one/lf s^kl.he, <^ cast his eyes Ojo. the Death qf 
Lord Chatham^ or that of Major PearsQn, ^nd not 
sympathize with the spectators in their sorrow." 
The couspany agreed in their encomiiims, tbougli 
few of. them bad seen thesC; pictures, and Afr« 
Frai>kiin politely closed the subject^ by remarking^ 
tkft tl^issgrpup of painters^ alone, \fa» a tipphy to 
the genius of an loiHnft oountry, which had not yet 
bad leisure to draw forth the talents of her soon in 
paltivatijpg the works of fmagination^ *^ Tp these 
pames," conlion^; k^t ^^* let i9e add thajLpfJKUtenr 
boi)sei the self-rt^ught afi^r€ffiomQr i pepJliAps seaNi4 
to no one of ai^yjOOttntry^in tl^^pienc^ f^id tb^ 
inventorof sopurioos an • orrery ^ that he niay^b^ 
^id to have approached nearer to, t^e imitation 
of the; motion of t^e pkuiets^ than any ^hat h^^gonp 
.>efqfe biind,. . i am told ai$o/* said be, ^^^bat, the 
3f^\ inventor of that instrMmenft callod HadleyJ^ 
H^^dmnt, was pnp Godfrey, an. A"l^™sia^ In 
bqti^oy ym may mention with applaas^ the inde- 
jfatig^ble^T^nd amifible Bartram. Nor need I eak|rg|e 
ff^ \iie. f/sni^s pf . Ayashington in politics, qr 
<i|fankU^ in pbitosqpby, so. wfU known to ^1 
,^V90fii [for fjarther proofs of the ca|>acity of your 
^atic^j tio excel in the various departments of taste 
jpj^l science;" The company seemed pleased with 
biB complaisance, a^ we parted, in. the hig^ept 
humppr. ThQ.jtime, for bidilis^ adieu (o 

K4 BostoOf 



Boston,' and'ifs' agftrilWfe inh'abknTtts/bteing' coiiiir^^ 
we once mdre feallicd-fdrtli in 'a westerly cfirecfiOHy 
fliroiigba Itfortflnncd" vflfege for twenty; milfe? 
Handsoni^ frooses ; cleftrify and pfeasiint builciirt^^} 
niinier6tr^ ebtiribhes ; neat gardens ; of cbards, ridt 
in authmnal fmit; fielded cov^^d witb flocks 
and herds^ and tulotned with cTiTmpij' of Irees; 
clJliVeHfJd oxxtnde' to Martboi^OQ^b^ and showed 
(fievitJ«ing 'conltast bit^f^h this part'df UWi 
colifttryi and Hw dislHct ePHHinc, fbrdugh whiiAt 
We ftttd la^Iy passed, ^he scene wbs somdfaing 
siidlbttf tli& ntM day : ih etery irillage Ifiie sttieets 
1iF«i^%lied '*wUh shops r ctf^itiet-rAilftetrSy' sHbe^ 
MifeM^ fittlfl^s^ andltttfiiers, brides other tradfes, 
^6^itry-tt^ettiy AndV^be^Iand i^as carefelljr 
d^IiiVaiteif/ even whifere, in^places, it waaf sfdhy and 
iocky^ The furm^bdnses are nufoetou^, neatF^ 
Irafle^itli waod,' and painted wbtteiftbe stabfek' 
'^nd'lildrnsiiTe AiMtly red, and the lenceft are'^ili(M^ 
f^.M^tSy cflHeeted from'tbe iSelds. ' At lengtb' W6 
%i^pr6aeb6a' tbe;%eautiful rtver Ccmnecticiit/ aM 
erbssetf il in n boatr fifty miles fnrtber nf» ib^ 
rfi^rt it ft HafVij^able for small vcsseb. We passed 
ihefiigM ti NortfiaiBploir, the capital of the couitty 
•bf fIafni«Nire/-fif the static of Massaehusets t tbe 
ibvfnis Iwg^j and handsomely buiit. - From tbb 
placdoiif course lay across the Green Bftmntains, fc 
'wiTdj'i^d^liy fract of coontry r but the hills ai« ciif. 
tivated to the very snmmit. • This chain of rocksieil 
us to tbe amalV'fie&rtown of Pittsfield r thenee ^ 
t • - ' continued 
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cohtinaed td ascend a hillj country, and on tbe top 
of Hancock Mountain, passed the boon ?ary where 
the provinqe of Massachuv ts is unUed to that of 
New Y<rk. W^' reached New Lebanon on a 
Sunday morning, and observed many country 
people, %?bo had come on horseback to the chorehM 
we passed, putting up their horses in open stabtes,^ 
built on purpose for the accommodatioir^of those 
who come from a distance. This is a •useful cu^tonr,' 
that prevkiis in most parts of Atnerica. Hearings 
that there was a setticmont of the Shakero^at this 
pkice, we attended • their public worship, which* 
was held in a large mee(ing-hb use j furnished wttfar 
benches. The chfef elder, who seems to < direct 
the whole ceremony, -sat • neai-lyin the oeoke* At 
first,^ the most profound silence was * observed ; 
wheuj on a signal from the chief cld^, «dl . present 
rose from their seats^ and the men and women 
formed two distinct rows opposite to each other, iii' 
form of a- fan. They &tood in this position o few? 
minirfesi . whien many of them began to shake -andr 
tremble. At the nod of their director, tk^ fell oiv 
their knees.; when presently risingr- again, they 
ohaunjted, but no words could I distinguish. This- 
ceremony being over^ a few of the* elders of both 
aexes. seated themselves by the side of the chief 
elder, who made signs to the oohgr^ration to diaw 
Up in nine or ten companies^ each sex still keepingl 
apart; tbe men having first pnlled off, and hungp 
up,, their coats. A general shout o<hw- took opiate-,} * 

k 5 Mowed 



fott6w6d by! M pdH kifid of daiict. Tli^ ikaiotn 

having rabakeii ttieiir. aeats^ twa» WQioeA catet in witli 

fHoomfis and 8wept|i first on the menV aide^ and 

ikem»nih0 ^otiften'^ ^ nftei' thisi the s^rae cer^onids. 

ap. before vrere fepbated. The seryice lasted about 

thfte hours.; . ndien it bioke upi the feofic de|iarted 

Vtjregalar o^der, turo and two, foUowed by tbechicf 

ddef. . Blue b their farourite colour; jfor the 

q^ament^ of wood-work,. and the -window-frames 

qf the raeetiBg'hottse, wore painted sky-blue. The 

men were dressed in blue coats, blue and white 

fl|xitletl paiitaloohs, and black waistcoats. The 

women wc»e long white gowns, bide petticoats, 

blue aifd white spotted aprons, large square plaited 

hind k^chiefs^ with plain cap? tied under the chin. 

.We were not able to discover the opiaions on 

which they found their eiitraordinary mode 6f 

worship asd liFrng. ' Each settleraeht forms a 

Bspubtic, wbofi^ members work for the benefit of 

the community^ which, in turn, supplies all their 

Wants* Tha chief dder may be called the governor 

of the society, but the sect is-always Uraded^ by a 

wpman^ who may be compared to the Bope; as 

they b^Jere her infallible, and when she dies, elect 

another « evte the cbiefeldenaieon^ her deputies.. 

Thour Tillage is reraarkabljr neat and pvetty , cand 

their garden h0ft in the nicest order. Tbcrf bate 

fisar barge dwattiflgwhoufes, where the brethren aid 

i9stos Uvtt in sApaarie apartments; aU the othet. 

tHiildinga. ate sbsfi qiriNurdiou*9> ia wilii^h tlugr 

carry 



TAe^ 4q. q^ aA9i\«. nfm.r|Fi«s^ and oU^ mffri)# 

Uasinoit99 pvuictogi}, J^indnheiM^ted.set of peof^* 
• Whm ^he service w4a /Qvier, ^q wbifn^ to. tilt 

mioerajl #pr«og» (hat^rsf^ fprth from ^e 4Qc|iv% 

Qf 11 moif^t^in^ apt}. i$: estoetni^i} e^cjmipas, in np^njr 
iJispp^eqs* The n^t qf tl}0 road to Albany lie^ in 
tb^ imi}»t of a nvouDtaiiKias dirtript, bat latdji 
brpDght.t^ndefr the plough*:. fWe .took up oar qoar*' 
^er^ J9 tbift' cUjr for a-weefe ^r ten days s it is; fqill ^ 
DfftebltKen;ai^ thqijr descmdants, and the i^^p^t^ 
Itnoe pfilfh^ hui]dings;8o much like Ibosa in Hol|aiMl# 
trbut J oQuid: have fancied mj^if in a Dnlcb tQWn; 
It i$ ditteot from New Yolrk on^ bun^nid antl Mx^ 
wk&iv hs(& dA)fi{ilc0siv:e tr^de, and a good hfti^ 
bouN InJbdqUipai-ti of ther.to^n the st^Ml^^ini 
9Vr{iW| and die bons0»'uglyj; btttng WU with tb# 
gMi^,. end toWatds the sttad^ the .pycamMM p0| 
Tiiiing in iitnpp;i;aki(l 4enn)nati«g wiitli birgn In^ 
iii9alb«r-.G0pks^ in Iba forin of mm or an\n»]alst 
brt tha modera bnildii)|aps are baiidsoRiey nnd t^ 
streets broad. It is also well paved and li{|^^* 
0^ AtQ ^evttat plapaa /(^r .worship^ belonging to 
difierent sects ; the most remarkable is the Dutch 
Lntheran church, a Gothic structure of singular 
appearance. I was nn^ch entalained with the 
I K 6 manufactures 
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mtMttfk'ctii^'o^gltisr^r 'ilkritf^^^^ lK>1(tles,' near 

the fowh ; is Weil as iH A a set <)f teSSs Tor prepatf ng 
tbbflfceo/ mustard, ftt^i'db, artd^ cbbd^/trorked by 
curious '* w^teri Tfiacblnery. A f6W jleai^ ago tbe 
'chief of the itihabitants "were or Dutch' origin, but 
the adVanitages f6t cOtimisrce are tSo great, that 
stran^rs from' adi 'q m r rters have settled ^ here. The 
trade is pHtfbipftny barficTd on vriih llie (HtKhibe of 
the Molia^k dountpy, knd reaches ^s^Weitii as far a^ 
agricultare aild cultivated lands eitieMv < The 
Th^' exports mostly consist in ttmber a^d lumber of 
Hvery sort, pot dflid pearl ashes^ grain, and maitii- 
fabt^Ved goods$ '*^hich ars::brou^t bithier iniwintef 
An ^leSdgc^, and sent bj^themerehanlstoNew York, 
Wh^d^ ttieyi^afe^freqlMfitly expiirted to EiiiApe. 
G^tti^g bion^^U Ike ^rand object at- Albany, aiid 
bttsmess the^leligbtof moitof the people; yet a few 
<if the 'Ditch Dons iftvrirfbutid leisure to entertain tis 
with ^feat civility^ Ttidr lakfiMity^^ and our 
Bdquktiitance ^wvlli din Indian Cbi^ have detained 
tts'b^^sbrtie tiffie*' Qur- route is determined by 
M#i t't^iikUfi ^ th^ nbrthwaril, ta visit tbe^sfaoKa 
of i/Hk^ Cbamplain, wbrnce i'sMliHrobably write 
tigiiiA. Adiea.-^A^^kifis to both my sisters, und do 
Hot suflfer^ abi^nce to weaken < your inflection foi 

'^' V ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 
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Mt% Henry FrankUn to his Brother. ' 

' DEA'EBkoTHlftif, * , . .' 

THIS place is much resbrfeil to by ttic 
Indians; and as I am particularly d^irous of,mak« 
ing acquaintance >¥lth them) wherever they cross 
iny path,1hat 1 may gain a thorough knowledge 6\ 
theft charac^et, I liave lengthened lAy stay, and 
havebeen well tfecompensrd by an introduction to 
Kayasho(a,a'fchief of the Mohawks, who has had 
an European education, and to great natural talents 
adds the mdst amiable manners. He has been with 
me every day, aftd His give» me sorrte curious 
particular^ concerning tie Six Nations, which 
inhabit ihe' 'neighbourhood of the Great takes.' 
He feels a patriotic warmth for the welfare of the 
Indians In general, and his own nation in particular; 
and sofnetinies' sx^ekks vathef indignantly of the en^ 
croachments and arts, too often u^ by theEnropean 
settlersr: to diminish ihe territories of these, the nativii 
possessors of the soih' Helbves to n/aintain th^ 
gtory of the t^arliKe achievements of the Indian 
heroes ; and has comttiunlcatec! to me some interest- 

dctaib o^il^ jr«r iK^iew tb»e people and the 

Americans^ 
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Americans, ^vhicb, though it will form a littte 
Tolume, I shall transcribe for your amusement, 
believing it wiU te aiccDpttf^Ui you, from its 
novelty, and authenticity of facts very little known, 
related in the true Indian style, though in aa£nglish 
dress. .'.,'. 

As I do not desire to increase the b«lk of this 
packet, I shall introduce you immediately to my 
Indian friend, who, with hU pipe., Ui^hj^^hlfid, 
addres^ lae nearly as fqllqws* 



• • » 
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« The Six Natiops foriii.a,^9fe!i^ter||t9j<^ o\: f^or^ 
union, witMt either Jpjripi aijy ^5crioiif|;,oys^ 
tbcolliers. This Iqagu^e f^p^ti of ^M^^lfJlth 
the dneid^s, the p|iQ)i(}Agif«^. tt^i Q^^fugi^, thf 
Senecas, and the Tusej^rorfts* J^c\k ptthie^ natjoop 
is again divided into, three tril^, oi fWilifii, who 
are distinguished by 4i)0S?r^t ^nns-^ ffi: ef^^ffH^^ The 
•tortoise, the 3edr,. j^md th^; Wfi\ff ^rf. th^ tp^e^ 
put to all t ratios l^v^uj|; ch^6j^^bn i^ayi^p^ti^^ir 
authority ^ by , hpo^iii: oy; ^fwrn^ ^^W^i i ?<^ ^h« 
restraint over Ae pep jl^, ... . . ,, 

yario.us Indian tfibes tc^ emj^i^te tQ nfiyf ^ijtuotfQqs. 
§onae of ihw 9?f ur^Q B(V5,9,^.t^i|sii«»9n)^ whii;lv 
it may l^xe Jfrat'^ifl t() yqi^ to kipow* . Tbflse v^ho ai^ 
fpnietimes cidifd R^^cf lofli^nx/initita^ited ii^ 
north ^dp of I^^^on*; ]Rivcr, b^fpw. A'!?*V>. w4 
aft^wMs formed, the villi^ pf St^t^ri4ge« JSfWf^ 

f J i < •' « 
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of (hem karned to culdvate the knd, vltilst othdri 
were sunk in indolenoe^ The betteK sort, . com* 
pasfiioaa^iiig ibeir destitAte brethren, removed to the 
OaeidaSy wIiq bestowed a safficieDt tnK:t of knd 
upon tbe», where thej foroied a settlement ealled 
Brothertown. Many of thh tribe betook themselves 
to the Miami countr;^, in (he oeighboarbood of 
Lake Micbii^n ; and the Little Turtle, a renowsed 
chief of the Mlamis, is said to be one of theit 
descendants. A hand of these River Indians retired 
to Long Island, and afterwards rtaioved to the 
westward^ where, having but a small portion of land, 
they generatly support themselves in the fisheries. 

^^ The Miamis have very much mixed with the 
Six Nations, as majr be said of the Eropus Indians^ 
Numbers of the New England Indians went to 
Canada and the westward. The French call them 
Abinakies, which resembles the common name 
given by the Chipperas to all the sea-ooast tribes. 
The Narragons remain the most in a body in these 
parts: they wear the European ckcbs^ and are 
chiefly employed in ihe fisheries. The gekier^Ul^ 
of those who remained on the coast acquired pfa-> 
perty, and blended with the other inhabitants, 
mostly deserting their tribe. Some owed their 
success io superior prudence and indnstry; hut 
others, I fear, from eouniving al the sale of laaidi 
beneath iheir Takv, Md sharing the profits wkb 
the speculators* The lest^ who, from their «bi« 

plicity 
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pitchy and want of foresight, refdainied.pobr, united 
together, and enjdjed in common the small reserres 
of their poisessions, which jost preserved *tliem 
from' dependence. At {MPiesent tiki Oaeidas are 
furthest to the eastw^iixl of any of ttie cottfederated 
tribes, known by a name* signifying a fixed house ; 
as they consider ' themselves^ one house, divkted 
into five families, or five places; hanog originally 
consisted of five nations only, till the Tuscaroras 
Irene permitted to^join them. Ancient tiladittoa 
says, that a Moliawk chief, called Tekanawitagh 
VPent west^ly, with design to unite .in firm compact 
the five dialects.x Ododseffale, a principal chief oT 
the Oneidas, with his trib9, mras adopted by him 
as his son* These two leaders proceeded together 
to Onondaga ty :where Thadsdashon presidedr They 
could not persnaiic him to accede to their proposal, 
but by giving him the dignity of Guardian of 
the General Council, which was to be held at his 
yiHage* These new associations weie styled brothers ; 
as were the Seheoas, who being the most westerly, 
teed ved a name ^, signifying a bearing the door of 
the house* 

4 

. . I , , . f Akonongbtropi. 

• • • • 

f Most of the Indian names arc sigDificant. ' Oriondig^ 
was given to this tribe from its situation on a hiik; oo^thao 
oocasiod, <tf obtaining tbe precedency^ it received tha^of 
Rogbsea|»akeghie| or Title fieaf er. - ^ 

Bonninbokhonti 

Tbe 
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^linger' brother 6ftbeOneid^s; 'AgreeaBlyto what 
IhatK already totd y6ll/f^c^ confederacy 'at iffrst 
Mnsist^ 6f three bm^rs arid' their two sons ; but 
il]eTu8€dr(Wa^,ffOhiGciix>{rha3 havings b(^n adopted 
amon^t'thb ^ns, there are i^ot? three-of eacb. 
i f *^ ThiinnttVaflOas of thb Bit ropean settlers on thii 
Native ^itbiiiesof'the'tariaiiB'hktidns of India^i^ 
]|4A6 b^h the general'^'caiweW Wars between them i 
except the Indians hkye been indaced by th^ 
ttity*tff the extending powers, wlio have intruded 
t^vM&ftB into otir edantryj^ io take part iti th^ft 
^tarfbli^i'^as ^Mes. '< In tW A'mertcaa war/ thi 
MdftttMis) OhdAgtis; dayagas^ >md Ondoi^gais; 
Mtir^&'the^n^ighbottrhdod of Niagari, and coal 
€imied in bofttUtty^Witb the Americans till fhepeacb 
i>f l^SirTM' Oifioridftgas and' others piefUmlL 
mtOihsAHY, iXP tH^"- were roused to arins fojr 
SuHvdn^s invtoidh of their te)rritol^y. Bfost' driUe 
<!)ii^ida^'femainedUn' Che' inierbt of th& Americans; 
The British alKl^s 'not iMing suBknently protected 
by- the peace, the soifthern tod western- tribes con«» 
^inaed to opposef ih6 Americaflfs^ till 1796^ when 
4ftiey dotictade^ si treaty with General Wayne, who, 
^U'l^in^ 'tUe boundary Ikie, which liadbeentftfe 
isubjed^ ^ congest, '^id tfaem twenty IhOueatiM 
'<k>llars, M^Mnd 'agreed* to gi^e th^m ei^ht thousand 
'aonrUdiUy. The Cherokees, from a siiltttlar treaty, 
•teceiire also 'a large pehston in money • JProm tlie 
-wbcfem of tlie {Hesent goverhment of the United 
- ' :\ States^ 
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SUdcBy .a bope "ftutm my bceast: that p^pme will 
continue, apil the rising; gepprafjon ii^fg^t tt^^^ 
war. Let tbe Ameficaiis, (^d bi?,) veipfmbcr I)i4 
losses sustained bjr the deleal of their if itties^ t|ie 
dbtres^es of ibeir bark setttoenis. anfl the smull 
advantages ^bejr gaiped fvoia thek mqU fbrtmiMD 
^campaign und^r general. We^ywt^ in 1794^ mid 
the pfiUanthropic.sentiniieats of jihagpoAcup^ wist 
will prevail to cherijiBhuthe 1^.^ peacfb 4Wr tkit 
jcaunciji <if the haaghtj a^d onju»C." \ - : \- ■... » 
I To mj,venguii7, ^hat effecU.theiif intffQ^tm 
^4U) ,£ur4>peaD$. had ,had..oa, tb^(. mm^^^ *• 
4ffiveljf,/CBlj|Bd.:.; *^T;» <fifcumftt|||^c^;.ii^ wM^ft 
the A^r^C^niVW pt«M:ed. t^ie^JdidiniK topfedfifK^^ 
W*. ¥ljsMre4 th«i| ^impU^jr, and fi^t^mljr: «# 
Attcji changed (l^eur nqiDd^ot lift, as to obMg<>4bM 
jtordepf^td. vQ the.British farta fmr asqppljf.o^ V^^ 
,y%iof»f -thefr cwi £tM«.,iia!^ faiseri ^i|a#fr^»^> 
;and^afu^>T|veing OKdra^oq sfanpe ,4oi d^|*«di.i**»Wy 
PH>t)w «hRce< ^hpj wefo (ff^md :i« Ihe^ f^b- 
,iHmrha9fl pf< Niagara, taia^t \m inataj^fener, 
and ofien ^f^i^Ioj^ed mh iw&muf^,0n ftko A^nmiefiM 
,fi;oi^(ic'n jThp inteffvii(a wfire tao fra^adjl.syefit 

iniUcefjktioiMVdarH^ Md (Wi^kring }; i^iMif iP wM«As 
Ji^^siAiifei; circfiins|liMices> ;tbf t Qiost/paUfhaA aMUqi^ 
ajT^pFons. The. nifia.ii!^te«<^,theiV(.^uM»io||^ ifM 
-were fed and Qlptji^ as a re^v^d % |h^^«MMf^ 
,aQ(i^veriiqpt$; ib^jt t^era b«i|« 90 i^uW >ji«tiw 
in he^t^ing these doaatiu>iis, it p{i|ea hajpjgeiw^ 
ftbat (he l|iqUie^ 1^^ th^. iMfit» m^^ tM t)|e 
,, gifts 
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g^B which were fnteiidecl to be the reeompence of 
bravery and merit, served only to stifle virtue and 
encourage vice. Nor did the decomm and industry 
of the female sex siifier less. 

<^ Since that onbappy period, these irregularities 
are greatly vanished. The men have resumed 
the chace; * and many of them are employed in th^ 
labours of the corn field. Th'^y praelii:.e the arts 
pf building and fem^ing. Their cattle ^nd horses 
have greatly iac;reased, aiKl- numbers use the 
idoogh as w»U as the hoe^ ia the cultivation'^ of the 
tend. 

. ** The laoralicaiKlciei of such Qf (he Six Natidiip 
as adhere to the reit^io» of theiv fereihtherg^ has 
jl^en imfmived by the .influence p^* their decams^ 
.which has also led ther» to meet frequQatly for the 
observance of their ^acmd feasts. : • 

<< When the French found it diffieutlt to subdue 
the Six Nationa by force, the|y sent missionaries 
fiURongst them. T>be priest who went to the 
Mphawks, soou acquired the language and af^ 
fectioBs of tlie people, many of whom embraced 
Christi^fiity. From hi» custom of rising ear^ to 
prayer, they caUed him the harbinger*. of day. 

^^ The people of Neyr York excifed a jealousy 
Hmopia^^ the Six JNationa, le^t the French ahmM 
subject them by means of the priests; and. in a 
§IBoiMlji CouBcil tliey cktermmcd to send them - 

' * Tahawepadeiuhixawigbtai* 
; :**way; 
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i>kay. ' Tlie Mohawks were unwilling io part wilft 
their beloved father, and at the same time relucfanf 
to displease their brethren ; many of thcro, tl^ere-^ 
fore, accompanied him to Montreal, and wens 
oincd by others froiii the Mohawfc viilages, so that 
t appears that a great part of that tribe removinf 
thither.' Several villages were established at dif-^ 
ferent places by ihe Mohawks r one at Gaghnawagci* 
hear tlte cataracts of tbe€t. Lawrence ;^ another 
'about forty nriles up the same river, composed hotA 
'ti Mohawks and Onondagas'; and* the village of 
Cancglisadage, on the side of the mountatft of 
Montr^h These are^ inbiibited bjfr siit hiindifed 
"WaVnbrfif^ iliave Mcti ehttrcbes attd priests, and 
dbserve the forms of the Romati Catholic relijg^iod 
)NsnetbiUfj|^ They cultirailis tHeir bnds^ and pos^ 
sess cattle and horses*. The mta' undergo great 
fttigue te the beaver hunttng e]t<;union», wlieroy 
^wing to the scarcity of animals used fbr food, in tli^ 
^b^thcfrn countries, which* aboand with fbrs, tbey are 
Dbliged to carry Heavy load^ of provisions. Pto£^ 
Imdtices others to accdmpany the* Ganadiantradent 
in distant voyages to the northward ; bu^ the length 
of the Way, and accidents, destroy numbers, and 
check pofiulation. English missionaries were after* 
wards sent to the original villages, but they made 
^ slow progress id gaining converts. 

<^^'DMring the various French wars, the Romaii 
C&tholics were on their side s but the other part of 
Ihe Six Natim^'weiie all fos the English. 
'\ ' ^ <^ Previously 



^ Previously to the American war, the yeWowfev^ 
liad made great havocfe arnoogst the Mohawksi ancl 
other tribes;; so that, at its commencemeot,.bpt few 
of the old warriors reioained. ^ 

., "The Mohawks, in the dispute between the 
mother cpuntry {|nd the colonies, although in the 
midst of aa American settlement, decidedly joined 
thekiog.!s4nte«e8t, aiKlwepttoNiagara^ and pre* 
:v4iiled with ^ome^of. the. other tribes.tO'udUe ii| the 
^amecaase* 

• • • » 

"A great .nuitfher of the ©neidas having lieea 
<a)nverted, hy a missionary from New England, to 
the doctrioes of tl>e jPresbyterians, and feeling ^ 
jealousy of the Mohawjc^, continued on. the side. of 
Ibe Americans* 

-^^ The ^ders of the ^ther trib^ did notunaqi- 
jnously agree io enter into the war for a considerable 
4ime, because 4l4ey considered 4he English and 
Americans as tlie same people, ^hoi^gh ihty had 
-quarrelled; and that when a reconciliation should 
.take, place between them, whatev/er sidejhey had 
iaken^ they should, gaia th^ ilU w ill of both , Whibt 
ibese reasons vostraiaed the .chiefs from coming to 
fk decison, a number of the warriors, inclined to 
•war, took an active part. The surprise of some <^ 
Jtkeit vill^g^ by pavticis of .-American soldiers, coia- 
xiding with otjier cifcumsta^^ei, drcjw tti^ at last 
g^peraHy ioto hostilities. We^rc J, (said Kaya^ 
«hota,) to rqit^ooirt every battle and . skiiimish ju 
^)uph the tawny warriojTS distinguished themselves 

for 
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fer bramy ani] netivity, I sbeuld^m yeiir ^fence; 
but I will relate some of* the most memorable actions. 

<< The battle of Ariska was foa^lrt near Pott 
Stanwix. Five huhdred Mdbawfcs, Ononda^oe^ 
and Senecas, aariited Colonel St. Leger in the sfege 
of that fort, when nine hundred Americans, undet 
General Harkemer^ attempted to draw them from if; 
butlhetndiansmetthemon their way, and defeat- 
ed them, with the loss of several hundreds, near 
Ariska Creek, whilst only thirty of their warriors 
were killed. 

*0n 1779, Sniivan invaded the cofintry of the 
Six Nations, with a large army of several tliousand. 
men. About the same time there was an alarm of 
* . another invading array from the quarter of Fort 
Pitt, which circumstance obliged a great number 
of warriors to cover the villages towards tlie Alfe- 
gany; so that there were only seven hundred to 
oppose Sulivan, including one hundred rangers^ 
who were loyalists, or prisoners^ embodied under 
Colonel Butler, who, from his knowledge of thfe 
customs and manner^ of the Six Nation% was 
appointed agent for tile British government. The 
>ffrant of unanimity and system amongst the leaders 
bf the main body, was a greater obstacle io their 
sdCtiess, than-tde inferiority of their .nunribers would 
liave been, if prpperly-^onducted. Tbe oorrnptioii 
of.t4teir manners, and attacbnient 'to their awa 
tfmsf (whose private glory they sought^. rather 

tfmn 



<»*i'Trtfe genertl wfelfare,) dtmrnfehefl tlidr ene»ffV 
toad' AkitUffthMiiiagi aiid tiiade' (he leader whd 
<»ii*mtfBd6d''atiuiBero«s pa'rty more anxious lest 
*e-fi*ottW coirtnbrtte to the ftdvkriliige df him who 
*«l a smaK o«e, than he was to unhe against thft 
enemy. • ■ , i , , . ' 

' ^''Tfeparthlky of tfce British ^geWs, in bestowin.* 
1|«tiift,|odrs upon thosi Who gatnecran influencl 
frofB 'their kaoi^ge- 6f *Ii<?"ErigirsH larign^e 
«xcitfed jesi!onsy in' (Hlicrs whos* riierits were over* 
looked/ ThesejarringinWresfs'rfid nit, libwever, 
prevent them frbm hovering h front of the American 
army, with a confidence of superior prowess, and a 
promise of yictbry $ but the enemy was suflfered to 
get through a pass, where there was a good ground 
of expectation ^hat the resistance of the Six Nations 
would have Ijeen crowned with success. 

** Here I most stop the progress of my history, 
to relate an extraordinary exploit of a youn» 
Caynga warrior, who, in a /Hof bravado, is said 
to have stripped naked, and armed only with a 
«pear, to have «n(ercd the American camp, where 
he dew several, and Ihen retiimed to his country- 
men tinhurt. 

^^ Wh^n the Americans bad advanced nearly to 
ihercmotxJstlmbititionirftheOndowaga, the most 
^egtern CMiton of the Iroquois, (he warriors felt 
anrfignamt that in ihetir time should happen, what 
liad n6t 'been tnowii since the coafederacy— (hat 
4m,«e|py ajiould pass tbratogt the whole I'auge of 

their 



Ibeir jiocuse) as thcjy ;e;spTCss it; .a^il^j^lmml^ 
^eir disgr^ce};that.U ^ould k^eibacKi.^uffeffed 
;wUbout a desperate . lesislan^ . |t, vfw ijtk^^^t^ 
;resoly^i notwlbst^ii^JiBg; ^he. diifBWUyi^q^^ 
bersy to make a staad at OnaJuuroB|.«pi^ .^he Upper 
Genessee Road, at the passage of a riven , 

<< The high, steep banks, wece not.found ^^pbah 
/advantageous situ^iop, ps linear. ^K^epVfiiq^t^WBppp. 
^y from tbe disyadtjr o^ numbers, ythk^yf^^j^ 
the proportion of bujpdreds . tp. t^on^ajoda*. jSey^cal 
•chiefs proposed to attack the :Ameiri9f^>}S9 a|id eo« 
:deavour to cut off a iving^ by. a -sudden ooset^ 
rather than to vait for theia w^tl^^spqh aninferior 
fprce^ in any fijied place. An ^entrenchment on 
4he eminence ivas preferred. The. An^cic^^s l^gan 
the action by ^n attack on thp e^tffjnc^mei)!^,: ,the 
warriors stood firm lill the ^f^my passed their 
flank, and, it was imagined, had gpt in tU^k isear. 
TerriHed with tlie idea of being ^ui^rounded, the 
inaln body .fled ^ al^wt an 4jimdred rq^aiiied figbtr 

ing as long as they cop^t^ ^^^ W ^^'^^ l^^.^^l^f 
in sope measure coy^r^d ihp first fugitives.,, Many 
of the qhiefs distinguished tb^m^elves^by e^ti9^atioa 
and example ; amongst these were colouju;! Brapd ; 
and Montour, famoqs for hjs undaunted i^very 
and intrepid coqdiipl;. j A? ^ soon .^ tb^ ^ ^e^Qr 
appear^d^l.Q l?e envaoaing them, hx? .jprppfwpa.va 
fierce^^^t^k in; fxiont bpfore % fefUf^nJlpr„cW!^d 
xx>me up ;; but the general apprel^ep^iop f9r ; \h^ 
;^ty of their fa<n|fiq?j who, were ,at i)0,,gjreat 
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4H8t|ii9oe AaMfi'tbeb rear, prevented iiis adriee 'tx6m 

%eiii^ adopCedk 

^ Afler this defrat, the greatcnr part >of (be 6hc 

•Kaftiovis fetii^ Id NfagMUy and by the destmdtida 

' of their tilla^s, cortiy and mtlle^ became dependent 
OH the fort for their proviaions ; which was a greatdt 
misfortune than theii^ loss of men. They would 
'bave felt it less, if the country had yet so fdc 
abounded in game as 4o havie made np the defi* 

-eicncy of tbehr corn by plenty df yenison. Being 
iinaccttsfomed to salt provisions, which was their 

. principal siHtstitute, much sickness and mortality 
ensued. The desire of vengeance increased with 

-their misfortunes, and the back settlements were 

• assaulted by war parties, in all directions. It is to 
be lamented that revenge was too often indulged 

* uy acts of cruelty on the innocent ; but they were 
■exasperated against the Americans, who did not 
spare even the aged : forgetful that, in the vigour 
of youth, those limbs that were now too enfeebled 

Mo injure them, had defended their infancy against 
the French* 

** Some overtures for peace were made through 
the medium of the Oneida^, who adhered to the 

^ Americans; btft they wefe rejected*, and the war 
pursued with unanimity t but it appeared, that the 
{jeaceable had suffered more from their confidence 
in those with whom they wished to remain friendly, 
than the hostile, ftbm the battles they had fought* 
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r V Frofti this period^ to the. conclnsiM of peade 
in 178S, every spring was asbered in by irruptioiis 
^lOn the .inmlien; and those places yihick some 
r years before had been the seat ofriiral industry, 
{cultivated fields, rapidly loiproviBg under /the 
care of the husbandman, along whose borders the 
Iroquois, or Delaware hunters, pursoed the flyii^ 
• deer, and exchanged >vith, tbcir ifiore sedentaiy 
.neighbours the produce.<)if (bechace, for that of 
. their fields or dairies, or the far-fetched articles of 
. European commerce,) now became the scenes of 
blood and devastation; The hunter^s approach, 
.which used to be anticipated with pleasi^re, now 
.excited a dire alarm to all the surrounding neigh- 
bourhood." ^^ Such are the horrar$ of war,'^ said 
I, ^^yet all nations plunge into it,. for matters of 
small consequence to their welfare/' ^^ Too true,*' 
said Kyashota : ^Uhe spirit of revenge at this tirQe 
. fanned the flames of discord ; some considerable 
attaci^ were made on the Mohawk river„ and in 
the neigbbourhood of Albany. General. Brown 
being sent with a detachment to pursue tberavagers, 
the Iroquois and loyalists su&red him to overtake 
them : a battle ensued, and with inferior numbers 
they defeated* him. The cruelties committed in 
this quarter, were more the acts of straggling parties, 
than authorized by the main body. The greatest 
enormities happened in Cbeiry Valley. > Some 
accounts lay much blame on Colonel Butlef for 
these excesses; but let it be remembered, that 
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ilioagb the warriors respected him, as deputed bj 
the British gpvernroeiit to preside over (heir affaiR|^^ 
yet Ihey are s^ibject only io their owa chiefs, who 
at this juncture were animated with the same 
spirit of vengeance as the common people* Cdonel 
Brand, and some others converted to Christianity, 
should be excepted from this reproach, for they 
used their utmost influence io restrain the fury of 
the warriors. These settlements to the eastward 
.of the Iroquois were not the only sufferers; those 
.to the south, on the banks of the Susquebannah, 
and down the Ohio, felt equally the distresses 
of war. One of the most considerable battles 

• 

at this time was fought at Wioining. The place 
wns attacked by a party of five hundred raen, 
Indians and loyalists; Kayashoten, a celebrated 
.war chief of the Senecas^ wa» their principal 
leader. 

^^ As tliCv' Americans had made great complaints 
of defenceless women and children being attacked 
in the settlements, in this instance they sent io 
the commander io collect his warriors, and that 
they would wait for him at an appointed place. 
Kayashoten, who had been a distinguished warrior 
against the English, in the war which succeeded the 
expulsion of the Ffench from Canada, addressed 
the British agent. Colonel Butler, to this purpose,: 
< Since I have been a warrior, the English ha?e 
.only kHown me as an enemy ; now, they shall 
know me as a friend; and 1 trust, with the favour 
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W hie Grctfl Spirit, that, fliey trill find my aiS 
•cfficttial to the detriment of their enemies.* He 
Hhcn * arranged the Krte in order of battle, and 
'conimraiHled that none should ffre until he gave the 
war ^out. They received f he Americans lying 
flat on the ground. The enemy advanced firmg, and 
insulting them wilhitbc most oi^probions language; 
After receiving the secoWd fire, the war sliout wa« 
•given, and their tu'ell-directcd shot soon threw the 
American h'ne into confusion ; and with the spear 
and tomahawk they completed the rout. Tfie 
slaughter wa6 immense, and the loss on our sidle 
very trifling, though the numbers were nearly equal. 
A vast concourse of prisoners were iaken from the 
neighbourhood^ many of whom now form part of 
€he population of Upper Canada. 

^^ Brevity obliges me to pass over many skir- 
mishes in the vicinity of the Minisink ; yet I mudt 
relate the success of G>lonel Brand, with a party 
of ninthly men, when surprised and in danger. 
After ^having attacked and destroyed some part of 
the neighboimng settlements^ they were retiring, 
unprepared for an enemy, when the rear was 
apprised df the attack by a firing in the front* 
About an hundred and sixty of the American Militia 
had pursued thisp^rty, and the moreciTectually t)» 
'surprise them, had, by another ijoute, got before 
Aem, and tt&en po^sessioii ef a fording place, which 
they knew mud be passed. When the van, ther<^- 
foire, ' were x:tosfling, they were saluted with ball. 
' The 



Ti»e fire, howevoTy was not so coolly, directed as tO; 
be very detrimcatiiL The rear of (lie Indian bancl 
hastened to (he support of their brethren, rndtually. 
exhorting to e^iertjons for their succour. One said,^ 
that it was his custom, .w4ien overtaken in his; 
xetreat, lo add to the number of his prisoners and 
the scalps he had alceady taken^ from the enemy ; 
another, that he neves turned bis heel on an attack^* 
ing foe» The woods presently re-echoed the shouts. 
of the tawny warriors ; and Uietr leaden messengers 
of death so efiectualty answered tliose of the assail*: 
mitSf that they were reduced to act on the defensive. 
Thp Amertcaos hod sheltered themselves bebind:^ 
heaps of stones, which, rendered tha appvoach off 
(Jie Indians very da^igerous and. difficult; at last,^. 
l|Owever, they broke through, every obstacle, and. 
thoroughly routed them. Ninety were left on tb^ 
^ki; whilst the Indians had only six kUledi, be^ide» 
%sme wounded* j 

^^ The peace concluded in 1783^ between Groati 
Britain and Ameriedy caused i^ cessation of hosti«* 
Kties in this quarter ; bat the lands of the Indtan«f 
were by no means guaranteed by tbetreaty. Froa^* 
latitude 45. the line passed through tlpemain streaoii 
pf tlie St. Lawrence, and the^ centre of: the Lakesi 
Ontario, £ric» Huron^. and Superior, with thoj 
straits of comauinin^iOn! bietweeni tbem. Th^ 
country to thesoutb of this line w»s ceded ia tbc^ 
United Sidtes, wiibout. atfgr ij^trktiji)as rospectingi 
tJie territory of th^ae tubes wiH». h^d ioifl^^ f<^ 
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the rojal cause. But the Skates, eiflier from a rert* 
rence for justice, or in order to avoid a renewal of 
ivar ifith the Six Nations, always endeavoun'd to 
annul (heir riglits by sums of money^ previously to 
the settlement of any part. 

** Some time after the ratification of peace, ^pri» 
rate speculators attempted io obtain lands frono 
the Six Nations, by partial conferetices, without 
consulting the general conncil of these tribes ; 
but neither the Indian chieftains, nor the United 
States, wonkl ratify the foargtiio. Some purchases 
from diflferrnt tribes were made, and though they- 
were sohl too cheap, (he payment of the annual 
interest has been punctual. During these trans- 
actions with the 'Six Na(ions, the western tribes' 
leeni neither to hate been perfectly at peace or 
war. 

^ In former times, when the Six Nations wercf 
united, and far more numerous than |it present^' 
with intrepid independent chiefs io conduct th(^m, 
they were highly tenerated la this part of the 
world; and though depriwd of several of (hese 
iKlvaiitages, their name is slill respected . by the 
Neighbouring tribes. In their treaties they always 
hold ^be language of an independent pbople, and 
Ml that character tbey proposed, a little before 
ttie peace of JJSS, to the Ottawas, Ch#ppawas^ 
Pbntewattomies, Shawanons, Oherokees, and Creeks, 
a general confederacy, to protect their respective 
ftnitories, and oppose the enemies of Great Britain, 

The 



TJlie f^ro^rWy Ytf this' projtoseft was bit'j'u**p€r« 
ccivecj, by roan^J when peace between Britain and • 
the United Staled was coficliicfed i and deputies' 
from the Six Nations met those from the other trit>es,' 
atSahdasky: the latter, tf express the resohitton^ 
they had taken to t^nite'' in the common cause;- 
the Ibrmer, to reqtiett a 'C^sfition of all further^ 
hta^ility. The deputies from the western trib^ 
tkon^lit that the chidscof the Six Nations were' 
doped by ill ftdirtsenr; mutual confldence vfva' 
weakened ; ami some on' b(>tb sides - appeared to* 
be swa|^ ^drd bjr private views than the publid' 
biHfefit; A partial treaty whh 'the Americans was^ 
bold at Mtfshinghsm, in which a considerable tractf 
of country wds- given up to tbem, ^hicb gaw 
gftldt-'^ence tO'tbosd who^wel^' absent. The 
i^tdttiebi^fe, b^vei;, . oifty' ivflofonstrtited agahM 
ttiie '^mpHfpHetyof bticb cbotbicti, add wovld itaf 
aIk>w-'Any aglrtBemenit i^bb vdUd, wbil^h was no$ 
8tltiitibtl0d: by giBfierHl ^mserrtl 'liis ydong wairridrtf 
were not so moderate. On hearing the cidims oTtbe 
AniertcaiiB/iD coosequence of the treaty with Great 
Britein ; and seeing them aUempt to make smreys^ 
with: tibeir . httdghty depoithtimt at lif tl6kifijg'ban#; 
attdt tb«>d^rdgul9rities of 1 be -^Virginians, conspitcil 
to iabliiip titemintore lo wav* than^ peace.' SefW of 
tbe ihost forWaiili'^ven'" carri^ oa hostilities in 
small detaUuti parties; anid >the sbbsequeot con« 
duct of^the- Americans $o<te Caused them to becoaso 
more geoeraL •. • 
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,.«^IiiI787or 1980), n meting ima.ia be Md^ 
bjr dppdticff from tbo.^i4&rent Uibe$^ %l Wapfmid* 
ii^ki^ the pFKicifRilf vilUf^ of (h« Sbavtanoiisi, to 
confirm ihe uuioo^ a|id en^eo^oiir to obloio joBlica 
nitb vesp^fct to tiie b^^dnfj. About fifty oS th9 
Sj^ Naliong, and aip£^(pr pcuKics froiti tke olh«r 
t«ibes^ bdag arriv^cf^ 4l»c KlnHianQnt^ mib (beitf 
i^^fUloqued b«s|HitaIi^(^5 wifibi^g to gtre the beat 
ciitertuiiim»i((p Miejr giie$jb> veKt to hu^lbuffifd^fli^ 
«li being agreal«r mriiy thaa vfinison.. Tbie pai^jf! 
IjpQni Ih^'SU Nations^ mfhar tbaiv remain: ioaeUve^ 
Wefit.«^Ui dwanfr^ibechaQflt* l^^ar tb^ fimf^eolcAl 
tioia eiC thfir leUitii,; cWnnk of 4«Nit rdiogftoiar 
Iho^aiHfMAAiaS'Pl^ihs <drait fk» MtMifitt of ibiM 
noisen^ 404 tb«N» wb0 war^ left in lh« vUlogdk 
VlK^y 8MV«0Ml H wasolbe lataiqn cof 4b» . Wt^fMAji^ 
i^cimii/ wbAidbiff8QniiBkk4iI)||W9i»^ imTfe 

Wfrw:4lH9r!,9<ir(;ai«adr rU ^ t« .N tli&. witfPiif*. T4iii(t 
$Km wMTiM' !«yi^o. wttf^ ibcreib nut wfeedAn^- tfiii^ 
9iiiil9iMri»% Md madfr » reaoltite. ogptaiattfaiv t : t^ilfe 
ivtot fiMtttiBb fii haaiMal of meoragiwM a AhoaaWBl*. 
M98tx>f Ihem- £A ; bot wbiial tbey^ wens ;Mi0rifioif»gL 
^b^and^.iikihii gallant defence, the women wUli 
UieiaeUlitei4iail two to^omipe; so that, J bAiM^ 
thu eawiy dhl not lakftiabwri^ foi^ of ihem. fWft 
99011111. Wiioi, tibe h«ateia ' fotanndW jaiMl^ 
Mtioipatii^: tbe ^BtiafooUoa ih^ dutild dmrwb 
iiMl ^iMildfceMlartiami^ Ibqjr.hUd fifej^Nnik 
fas tMc bmitoem and ((be welamnllMa. o£^ <Mb 
nvires for their exertions and success, (boinff H^9«% 
t ... saluted 



saioted bx Uiem at Ibeir doors widb MmDng" 
tenanccs,) all wa^ in glromy (nfence^ heaps ot 
ashes and half^banit tioiriMsr wsneonlji to lie fownA 
vbeie their hoascs bad stood'; and (he palhfr vhevor* 
ihey had fetmerly scrolled in peaocy wove noir 
sprinkled with the Mood of their friends; AnguisIiK 
and rage took posseasion of Ibeir hearts* Alt' 
burned with a desire of veiigeanee. Thejy boww- 
tver, Deceived a gleam of< comfoft on finding- that 
many of their families had escaped^ • and we^e 
90Qre in the neighboaringr thickets. Some'weio^ 
ibr pursuing tljie enemy immcdiatelyy but they were* 
vettsainec^ fioim the improbability of otrMakii^ 
them,, and tbetr appiehension for the safety, of 
their friends wko^wereprisonsffs^ ahoukl thej aCtack^ 
any place in hopes of finding them. M length ib' 
was seaolred to obtain prisoners snlBoieaA lo'ttahei 
an exchange, which in a little time .was cfffctedr 
ttnisting to the Great Spirit fbr a favioiirable. tinr«- 
minatioO) and cautioning themselves, in. fiiture tot- 
be unanimous in peace or wac» . The general io^ 
eUnation was for the latter; portiquhirly after ihni 
treacherous coodnct of the Americans tossanls; 
Hiose who were willing to hare been A peatfe*oat 
neasonaUe terms. The fircquent meetings of (bw 
diffisrent tsibes inspired confidence aisd hapo- ofi* 
auttnal' assistanee. Bnt the general zeal oS thfii 
young warriors to. tnake one common eauaa^ wair 
dl^rted from its natasaicooiee by artfid intfigneai. 
as* the corpmt'of a rifei istumed by the. iagenieiMit 
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m^ifiect from ift nataral bed^ and onlj a' small 
stfeam h 1^, formed from die drops that fofce 
tbiDogh his bidwark. Th«8 it was in this instance; 
particularlT' witii the warriors of tbe Six Nations, 
wbo, from their adjacent sMuatioiv, number^ and 
cbarsbcti^r, .were the allies roost coveted^ and the 
iOfitst aUa to assist the Shawanons, had their chiefs 
been animated with as pure patriotism as tfaem- 
$eim« But tke thirst for gain drew those leadera 
into piirate conferences with the Americaas, un- 
kaown to their allies, with the hope of obtainiBg 
the price that might be offered for peace. Their 
Mxxaraeiidations of it, tberefore, on all occastoas, 
became suspected to the Sfaawan<ms and others, 
who expressed their sentiments so fnxiy as to give 
offence, aad in their tarn became the objects of 
bhune, as seeking war, more for tbe sake of plunder 
tfa^ necessity. 

- These matoal jealoaaies had risen io a great 
height in I7g3.~fini to return to the year 1790. 
Seneral Harmer, with fifteen hundred men, arrived 
at 4he Miami town, the dhief residence of tbe 
SbawMons, tmce their misfortunes at Wappa« 
lomaki. At that time a great number of (he 
Warriors were absent at their hunting grounds, and 
ibere wore only about five or six hundred Indians, 
in the' neighbourhood Io oppose him. Nor were, 
theie 4itl collected on his arrival ; but the few that 
weie there did not neglect to harass him by continoal 
gftftrms, and deprivjl 4iip of his horses and catiie«. 
^- ' \ ' ' < At 
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At last the general iightfaqfaii; and thrngb some^ 
Ottowas, wllo ' had too hastily engaged, befoie the 
others came ap, were oUiged to giire i^ay, and 
keep for some distance a running fight, yeiif when 
tlidr fovcesweie unrtedi the woods le-echotog the 
Aotfts of 'the-wfunrioiB, .and exbortatioiis of the 
diiefs, the Americans coiM no' longer sastabi the 
well-diitcted ire and impetttoas ondet of the bie« 
liiren. .Tkejrjfled)' and panic^fear brooght up the 
vear^ The pnrsiiers, some on horseback, and others 
on loot,' followed, and' oat them down until they 
were tiieO. aS. slailghfer. Agushawa, an Octawik 
chief of 'moch repute, .saml hundreds d themy 
by reprc^ehttiig^ that blood enough was shed for 
dne dayy and that the Girat Spirit n igh t be offended 
at their prosecuting the success he had given Ihenr,: 
wMiOttt mercy or compassion; and that he might 
yet give them other opportunities of airengin^ 
themse(Tes on their enemies. Amongsl the leaders 
wh6 acquired fimie, none was 'mere distingntslted; 
than a femai^ of the Ottewa tribe*. With her 
exhortations she impeded the fi^ht of those, wha 
first retreated, ahd urged thorn to renew the fight 
with redoubled fury. < Warriois,' said she, * I hare 
ewr heard you pride youfselves on. year saperiorirji^ 
to those enemies, whom you ba^e hekl ia contempt*^ 
and de I new. see you shrihk at inequatity of liuraM 
hers I . WUat ^s that to men like you, who, when 
^ar Toicds were heard in the circle of warri^j 
and the woods resounded with your songs of war, 
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mck ofTVNti^eteittltatf/ifrlibiihnilfi beimdtaianiecl nfc 
» ilail. ' ttid ]iaa tiot. dont bete to. aid . jiiO 
disdire^^bujtixtTf thfeSAawaMiiy M^knr but cmMlA* 
JM y«UK nueinbr firotodiia? baftiC jroa Am A^me^ 
fiilty quit; the ieki^ iw a itKi^dtr .miwoftligr^C. juMT* 
tnXkfy nnmoMij of yodraelv^^.tfasjr.'nsUfcikiiil^IlK^ 

men, «fid lluit yom utaifilNhra woiikl dmlst^ib-ibir 
4«j 9£ bfttlfe. if bMce IO( ydmr f ijteds Md brolhatt 
ift not snfficisiit to. sustain yow eonmge a^^aiMb 
iiiie^»I iMntbers^ kt tbe insotenoe of > jwnr eperajos,. 
l»lifdtMi¥0.^pra«m(i teintcii^ mtktidmd iaiar 

tile ooiMitry giveo- to yoar AHoestors «m1 to yovb 
by tbe Ciceat Spifi^^ Show ^liem* t&at^tlKjr^aiei 
ittiitakefi in dxpectingao cMj^d#n|ttedt!;. $9d>tliiit 
iimr numbera, dfscijiliiie^.anfi imghtjt pae^Talbns: 
^firacave incffednalj idbm opposed 4a jBoan i«Hit# 
cottn^e^ assistBd fa}? th^ Psoteotiog^ Spirtft tfisfr; 
virtdMB otdT' oof destia^. Beath ia. gkntsmt h^ 
Ifie brave, as life is4aiHiu«Me ^^ bnfc tie ftfiog do8<% 
tud slttmcfuUjr felb « vicUnif to hm pmiiliknimiif^;. 
€K tf be eteapea, it is but lo.pia(r awiij m^omtempk 
ite aeoMiiMier of a woHhless Kft»' Tte warriam 
v<ii» aiiipb. abasb^ by i\t tpiffMed; fepmaebes o& 
tb^bembe; aird if Aey ladfdl^gv^cefl tbemaehMB* 
Ui ber ^es. bjr felisatiagi wtAii wfA dkftmb^.^^ 
mombeM, . ihey. je^MaUisdfadt.tbdbr obamiDlfer An 
hrai»ryv wh^n jpiKd by tbs tvlbtes^ . tbbtigh tbem 
they did ml waxomLtO' IvM th» mober of-:tbe^ 
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feiMuHblo 0^fkB^ci (jfa^ <1^7, ¥ii9 «8ift«pri$e tmA 
MigWtic^ of (Ibe A«ieii<Mi^( at : lltU di^leajt oau» 
j^ioo^d anoUi^ ari^jF ta . bp aaiMdy i^rbicb was) te 
^0Md <tb(( fiyrilier grciatiy ia Auoibois. S^heoe tribesy 
Vfibilat acUi^ cm tb^ pffimyive, , bad cafrkd on, a 
fkBttltar^iir^r^ by nmm of ^fnaU fMnt^.iviia went 
nfiidm^ nbto to e^ti^a^jK Uiiiig impoftaat; ^hunk 
m»^ ^be ^Aim^icaM ^uppoie tbey woukj. be easilj' 
Oferoome) ami lbat| if diey sboukl beadtacbed, i^ 
VQuki be ouly soma laBdoan' sbof, by which a feir 
ttigbt falK Tbf^ saem^d to harre forgotteq laaoy 
^carreaces, iu wbipb these .tribes^, when caooed t^ 
liJbB.tbe ^d iaooaMdfmbla bodies^, had displayed^ 
a^ confidence eqaaltQ tbw £>raa» 

^* Doling the suQioaar' oC ^fKl* (hisr yaantad arniy 
mw raided qndef JSM)l^lai^ aiKl advanced (ovardu 
te Miamj, presmi^iae th^t aU nalMra KoakL ba 
bB passed vUh aii»,M tbe. afipioaeb of 3aob a 
potent liMwe; that Uia4ii»9<of the liwartwQiild^Mi^ 
in rereienoe ; the lakes. ^mH riyers sbriofc at ibft 
voice of' their general^ in fear of anaihilatiaaj: and 
ap: to the bipods, of (to wiI<knios9> tbey !wero to ba 
pttt iindeK the giioaiad^ or Ma the ifatec io- leed thft 
fisb)i aad mtifce vmy fiNT Ibfiir fellow OMU of the^ 
tamseflidfralli««ted'fi^kbi«>i . '^ . 

/j^ Sibe ankmr of thB;trifa«.toigt¥QitbaQi a.wacai^ 
reception, was increased by tlie lata eBi;|^ition of 
CteenatWilbiasaii^ iihp> wiib same haqdml 
ctemb^E^ attacked a ratinrii viO^ a. fair daji9^> 

,;'. jonrn^ 



(t> the $dutb-irest bf tbe Miaini towns. He estte 
dpMi it UAelct)(sdedVy, toncF fit>prd«#lied it whb' 
8iHrfi uMauniecl valdariis fofirighlen Ml fbe womew 
and chikiren, who fled* to the adjacent fbicket^ 
like young pheasants oh i\i6 approa<^ of m eheni/^ 
whilst their mother kmoses'him from the pursuit; 
About fifteen poor-feHows trho ii^ tathe'^iihigb 
fought braTeljr,' and some^.felll^^But to tetom to 
the advancing 'army, to ^pd^ vrMth^ warritfri» 
from the diflbrent tribes assembled at the Miami 
towns to await its approach ; but this was so mnch 
delays by building for4s,' (hut.'tlie confederated 
tiribes, who wished to have the matter speedily 
teripiniited) that they miglit'not be detained from? 
their bunting, grew* Impatient, hml\d€t<?rmincd to 
go in qoast of their > enemies; ^ Two hundred 
Ivarriotis 6f the gctieroos Shawdnonsj li'bfch iitdeed" 
were all that remained in these parts of that brave 
Imt untbrtunate peo'frfe/who bad for a king series of 
yeais been unjustly oppressed and harassed with 
cionsequeni wars, aguibst whi^h their gallant war* 
liors ever opposed their frOAts. The body of this 
people had retired to the Westward, and left only 
this remnant in their ancient settlements^ Beings 
the nibs! zealous, and having suibred 'most fram. the 
enemy J the lead was consigned ta them- by joiol 
consent, ftnd one of tjieir *eider chicftaftM took the 
principal direction. • ' - { 

« The Driawaies, who had inhabiled the Atlaiiffc' 
firores, but by grjidual ittiiemeiit had now fopcked; 
v^ ^- the 
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tbe fertile banks of the Miami, jcnaed theni) 
three hundred sturdy warr4or8. The WjandoM 
and the Iroquois, both famed ibr a pefseverin^ 
Taioar and hardy stratagems of war, and eithef' 
from this canse, or ancient obscare traditions^ 
styled Elder Brethren by all the adjacent tribes^ 
except the Delavrares, who with yet greater re?e« 
fence, give them- the appellation of Uncle : these 
finrnished two hundred determined warriors, emulous 
q{ adding new glory* to the fame acquired by their 
ancestors; and though the Shawanons had the lead 
in council, iVe post of hononr in the line was 
given to iheni.^ The roitd, honest, and brare 
Otiawas, whoso iar*8cattered, but numerous bands, 
ftom the shores of the Lake to the banks of the 
Mississippi, yet retain their ancient simplicity, 
added an hundred warriors to the host, from the 
villages at Miami's roaring rapids, and the bay thai 
opens into Lake Erie's wide, extensive views, left 
by the valiant Agushawegh, nephew to the famous 
Pontine. Though from their distant situation they 
did not come so much to resent their own wrongs, 
as to assist their firiepds, where flights of water-fowl 
cause a thundering noise, and their mighty cacklo 
gives (he fowler warm hopes of the morning's 
sport. Some scattered warriors from the Ponte* 
watomie's plains, and Miarais, not famed for their 
good qualities, but as they included the valiant 
Little Turtle, amounted to an hundred and fiftyv 
la ail, nine hundred and fifty* This determined 

troop 
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Mmp k^t^ theiii mtmeki the air Womdj»e iridi 
^/k^ _WLtt$ong$. anc} aqjinaUn^'slio^tst The frigjblk 
en^ d«e9 Hinc in ail direct ionftfl^ vihen tb^ penett«ta 
U^ vood% i^d ihi^yettiig wftrdoi»> difiilk in mwpA 
ff ^viAiens. Tbe aged^ and n^uiy qf husit beep 
))i6 iead> aad fagm tbe encumpvpnt. a€ the ^p* 
poiiiied ptoce^ wh^ie Ibf^ hooiing vntliocs arrivey 
loaded wiUit tbe. sppite of the pkuce. 
; <^ Afier afew ptraiwiili da j«* JQttmejr in Uiia niaiiMV 
tbe 6iQoat$ Bfttoni) aboat the • time of eacampiiig^ 
wb0» tbe 8un was ftst ainking behiad tbe westeiu 
eloade, aod iriate that llie eaemgr's camp was 
piliebed naar the«i) qa at meandering- bnaioii* o£ 
tbe Waback* Tbe cbieJa eaJbort to bein ieaidua3a# 
bjT'tbe aooroilig'it dairn to give aaiault ; ajid penaii/k 
tbejaatbfal wartiorsyduring^tbe nighty to aeqaiti 
bdfsea by dtaembarras^ing their eaetnics «f theni*. 
M&9 appioach of day^ the elm& call, to at las^ aocft 
tf^ieMampvent moiiods witb tbaexjbaiiatioos aail 
pbtiidilfi of the ivacriQis. Tbej match in files^ 
nocordiHg 4ot their tribety aod arrnre is .good cadet 
^i General Sinclair's cncanapven^y whicb wae oil w 
|)oinitaiiier elevated^ and nearly eaoompasted wi({t» 
tbe rtaen A^ bollQiA.ia front 'waa occupied by a oarp» 
cf* rifleiacn« On tbe appiwiGb of tbe lanawegbi 
ladkafi) tbe ciflemea fiier but iottaatly afaiinkisoiB* 
tbe£B mptotaena carets tbe KQereateiid^ aad fomifly. 
utib aniuitittg sbouta and^ steadj &Bt* « Xbe 
ikjinericaa ean»Qn< belcb fiaaMa««d mnakc^ sending 
flttir basdiceiiteiits.to*nilile:iumngilthe.tJVGS9 and 

lop 



lofi tMr ttiifcMFtftnfite bmnchrs^. Tfaeiit naky rmp' 
altrac.ti.ihc^ warrior's alieiUion, and ' showers qC 
I^Bifeade^fht aswiil tbeir aKendaiits^. who become 
l^e obj<*diB, iiisfeavl of being the instruroenta o^ 
dfittrttptioA. The kfdi\6jtsige% the warrioiscioss thb 
flM)0Pii|iy aid the Iroquois: ftiiil ShawMions enter the' 
<Vim|>« To yHf V9il heittg- outflanked bjr sapemr 
niunbefs, the I>iiiaw(eg|l wereobUged^ by tateniliii^ 
t^c* line) to leave « verjr considerable inlervab 
between tlio divisiofie. General BaUer^ taking 
advantage of tbis» charged, with great iapetodsitj* 
af for^r Urn' Ir0c|iim^ wh^ weie too inuoh' sepaeited^^ 
fffM ikgvt friends to reeeLro iffimediiiki soppott^ 
a|id' tUey mere aWged .U^ lotoeat ; bmt their {mrsueni 
wflut^ foK their tefipfieritjci as tb^ -turheJ oa then 
wiiMii ^9h wfpet«MHitjr 'Ibftt few: eaoaped to tha< 
4%nip^ b4j^in8>b£»r(Une: of marebsliMred with dttul 
li(f9iiiM*. Ttii»y t^etom ike: stieaiD, m^mtk lh« bank^ 
m4 VMtntef- the oami^« ^b^' m wMlmadd: taakM 
^ the Aiiaerioen ariagi^ oeuUl wH tongei wilkst^adk 
1t^ et^etiMs^^ Tiitr eattkiag shouts', of. Ibb «oii«« 
f Hffing warriors sfeemed to- chiU; with taoreased 
iQrnvr thee affirighted soldier; and. m the onset tlie 
WMaJling bUyOaeti dhw erer faafled byt the tkHna* 
kawk undatar eMi^tiveldf^ hy momehevgelic arosu 
BudXi^ is hittBd^ and manyotihec officers of notair 
General Siodair pmdeaHy rode away* The Aumn 
lieai^ isftfiks are (rhoroogUy bnken, and the pbimago 
^ tho victorioua waiitom wtoved conspiGaousIy^ 
vbilal tbey danit deattiiflliim sunaogrt the Aying 
««.*>.: multitudeu 
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mnllitucie. Tke field of battft*, ami *so1ne dlsfl^nc^^ 

beyond it, were thickly covered by tlie^ faH. A* 

general pursuit was not contirmed fars a< few 

warrion- only persi'vered in following the poor' 

adTri^faled remnant to Fort Jc^flfersonyaboot 4(iiiYy 

miles disiant ffom the ifiekl of jgetlon/- Frofii'-ttre*' 

appearance oh the ground, -aMIitltfe AmerietinP 

account of those wb > g aped', thtecbttld wM bavc}- 

been km killed than fifteen hondfed/ Tb^ ifto^^ 

limited reports of those who were in theaetion ^ny,^ 

Ikey lu t ' p a* s > n n hn dr<d« There were but- 

jfev prisoners taken. £igbt pieces of eaanen^-iilid all 

t)te aromnnitidn, iirovisionsybag^t^igey &c. fell into 

tlieir hands. In order to coiioeftl tb« 6«tMob, they« 

weie thvown into the -riiWF,' Thei^ W«iight, and Ibe*- 

haste of the: wafriors to follow their' Atkitihg^^- pr^ 

Tented their being conireyed to thar villager, ^ 

i|ideed iakiligmyother advantage fi'om the i^it^#r^ 

Ibey faflfd acqitfiWKl. Some repati^H'ifi^nieiAftfHy'ftfi 

tbnr Kuntiiig stations V^othdi^ to 'thii >ritlag^| ^ 

fake» thiir fc^milies with them. ^Thcfloss on tM* 

side, according to the ^ best infernitftibn, waft tbtr 

Wy andots, . four men killed on the si>ot ; tbc MIn-? 

goestwof theSbawabonssiir; aiNl'tbe JDelawavea 

•iz. Those tbatftll of the i^ppaVra ' and OHawsl 

were not considerabte.. '^Tb^ 'Wtoukded Were no* 

merous; but few were mortally injnred. The 

ensuing spring, tbeAmeric&fis fientan cAcer named 

Froeman, and two other 'persons', lo make overtures 

9f peace: *oae of these liad't^ieetfi prisoner, with Iho 

i ^ Delaware^ 
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Dehwnresj anil w?i9 to serve as tbeir infefpreter; 
Before they reached any of the villages, \%herethejr 
irould have been under the [}ri>teclionfof the chiefs,' 
they Qnfortunately encountered a ferocious fellow 
and his son, or nqihew, ,who kilkvl all bat the in* 
terpreter, whom they saved bxause he had been; 
adopted into (he nano • This atrocious deed raided* 
the indignation of the chief and warri<M:6; but a< 
considerable time elapsing from the perpetration of 
this crime io the ge er il meeting in the villages, this* 
man and his friends industrtously reported, that hoi 
was actuated by the good of the tribes; for that this^ 
pretended offer of jicace was only to loll them into 
security, the better to ieceiv and to de/r »y them :- 
that he thought war wa% their greatest security with! 
the Americans, who ha i grasped so much territory^ 
and by whom so many of their warriors had fallen^ 
dt various times of peace, who, unsuspicions of 
danger, had hunted in the neighbourhood of the' 
settlen>etits; and that he made no doubt, had thtf 
deceased arrived at the villages, he would, with bis 
fair and soft speeches, have prevailed on the chiefsf 
and warriors to have listened to him, and have* 
deceived them by his pacific proposals : therefore^' 
though the act h^ had committed was cruel and 
inhospitable, yet (he anxiety be &M at the danger 
in which lie saw hb beloval brethren, excited him' 
to do it; and as such were bis motives, he hoped it 
would neither meet with ti.e displeasure of the 
Great Spirit, nor of those whose welfare he had so 

much 



ts^mh at K^eMi The genera} feelifigfcorrespoodifig^ 
'With'lbese argumeotA^ foclliat tiaie screened bint 
fxom paiiisbiBeDt. 

, Tbe warriors durbig tbia summer only annoyeJ 
ihe enemy in small parlies^ «wbo brouglit in a few 
yrisonrrs and sicalpsy. with a great number of borscs- 
and cattle^ Many confined their attacks to tbc 
oeigbbourhood of the forts; whilst others pene* 
f rated into tbe varkHis parts <>f (be back settlements^ 
but nothing of moment waaefiectedi In the autumn^ 
wuiny of the Six Nations came to the Miami, par- 
ticttlas4y Seneeasi or Ondowagas, tohokl a council, 
villi the Shawanonsy and warmly urged them U>, 
%Q€fiplk oi peaee, hiAtiog, that their thirst of planar: 
kdi lh«tii> astmy , in- desiritig the oootinuance of ih^, 
^pFMr;{ mdf depreoatiof (be idea^that such motives* 
abotild ' eTtsr kiflueooe warc-iovsy or any others than 
(he welfare or glory of dieir tribes^ These reproaches 
WiSte not iv»ei!ircd very* kindly : nos did. the Shawa* 
mas fail to' Mort,. by^ttribuiing (he exhortations of 
' t}ie QndoWagaa to peace, to interested vifews* They 
aaid tfaeil^gyiietrances were (oo welt kjnown, for any 
to suppose tjiey were led into the field only from tho^ 
lore of plunder ; though they ocluiowledged tliat, 
ttftor a warrior had . surmoanted the dangers anfl. 
bftrdsliips of war^ a^id gbniously tiinfB^hed over 
kis. enemies^ a cich booty was a great gratificatioQ. 
! We, (said tJiey,) ha^Ye, with the favouc of tlie: 
Great Spirit^ defeated imd phindered their armies^ 
wtbd^ had. tlipey been equally ^tmofttCy would bayct 
i/ ;. deprived 



deprived ds of our Iionses, and robbed us of our 
territory. Tlie poverty in vvbtcb tbis war hrtsi 
plunged ttSy it is true, hats almost rendered plunder 
necessary for tbe support of our faraities, it having 
called forth every exertion, and io a great measave 
obliged us to relinquish our former occupation of 
hunting. Are the proposals hitherto offered us 
any thing more than a deliberate despoiling us of 
our territory? and is it reasonable to- expect that 
vre shall sanction these injuries, and become ii»tva« 
mental to their depriving our children of their bii4h« 
rights ; or surrender that inde|)endence the Great 
Spirit has given us? No, brethren, we will never 
fiubmit to this whilst a warrior remains We 
lament to see your deplorable degeneracy from the, 
valour and independent spirit of your anoestors, 
who were the admiration of all our land. We 
see you, as it were, become the instruments of 
Europeans, to say or do whatever they direct, 
Afler you have sacrificed almcet all tbe respected 
country of your forefathers, yourselves form the 
(Second sacrifice. We now bear their speeches pro» 
•ceed from your mouths ; for you certainly have not 
uttered the feelings of your hearts, or the suggestions 
•of youT understandings. Tbeir riches have blinded 
yon^ or yon have wi:llingly closed yoUr eyes, that 
yoA might not see t'bings as tli^ leally are^ other wise 
you would feel as your brethren do, and recal tp 
yovLT minds, with indignation, our vHiag<^ buvali 
our women and children taken prisoners^ and our 

warriors 
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urarrlors bravely falling in Ihcir defence ; and all 
^tfaese- injuries inflicted by surprise, in a Ume of 
•peace, for to this Uiey owed tbeir success. The 
•bones of their slaughtered armies yet bear record of 
the hostility of their intentions, and thesucccssrul 
efforts of our warriors io render them inefiectnal. 
Are we then io embrace peace on any terms their 
injustice may propose? No; if they sincerely 
desire it, let thera enquire m hat was the boundary 
-before we took up the hatchet in our fathers* cause. 
-We have never yet found peace a security ; it has 
. lather the more exposed us to danger, by putting our 
warriors ofl' their guard. They are not afraid of waf , 
to them it is a. field of glory, and the trophies there 
.acquired t^iey esteem more than the riches of their 
antagonists. Yet the love we bear our womoi and 
children urges us io listen to the^pleasing sounds of 
.peace* If our enemy is in earnest, let him sliow it 
.by the equity of his proposals. Let the Ohio, our 
.ancient boundary, fid remain so. Tell t hem , we will 
freely grant peace ; but we will not .relinquish any 
-part of our territory to obtain it. We are warriors ; 
.and if w, purcbafse peace it can only be with our 
* blood. Brethren, these are our sentiments, * and 
such were those of your ancestcnrs ; we are also 
:assui£d that these fiselings are not entirely banished 
: from your firefs. Brethren,^ we exhort you io show 
(yourselves worthy the name you bear. Cast off 
.Ibe shackles of corruptioa, or rather infatuation, 

that 
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that are ^ttUen* over yoa like. a trap. Ri^samc the 

independent spirit of jour anCfieilorS) and resign 

>'oijrs$lv«;s ta tUq ^uidunce of the impiessions (be 

Good Spirit may put into your hearts; then ^rll 

v^ plaat (be tree of peace, \v1iose. branches may 

:exteuj (o the ends of the work]/ if not prevented 

.by tlie noxious qualities of the surrounding at-- 

mofij^ere. We willuniCe otur strength to remoire 

these,' aiid every other impediment to its growth ; 

4uid our mutual vengeance shall fall on (hose who 

.may ftdempt (o injure this tree, either by the 

.gnawing of i(s. roots. to cause an imperceptible 

djocay, and .by the first wind be blown down; or 

by the lopping of its branches, injure with their 

(fall any of the children who securely phiy under 

Jt$sh44<^** ' 

^^ In tpnsequeoce of this treaty, the Americans 

. received intimations tliat peace would t>e listened 
to by the Shawanons, and tbe tribes in cohjunc- 

^tion , with^ thend. The Shawanons and Muigoes 

; contended .that tbe Ohio ^lould be the. toundary, 
whose pleasant, banks they could not reltnciuisb, 
ignh&re they had hunted from infancy. In March, 
1793, a mediating \^li and speech were received at 
tbe Miami, from tlt|agents of Great Britain, exhort* 
ing tlK Shawanons and others to listen to terms of' 
acct>mjnodati90, and promising their mediatianriii 

obtaining m equitable boundary* Sandusky.was 
proposed fot the place of iei|de2voiis for the tribes. 
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•tAd tbe fd<H of life rapids of tbe Miami for Hielr 

tifeating wi(b the AmericttQ ooixilnis$ioii€r&. ^ 

<^ in Jofie, 'Captain Bradd came to the MmvoS, 

iritb npKards of £ve^h«idred .followers of Ihe 

eastern tiibes. The .Shanjanoiis and Dekuwaits 

vere yet occupied in pbnAiD^ ibeir com, so 4hat 

few of tbem arrived 'till tJie begtaniiig of Ji^jr. 

When thejr saw Ihe numbers of tlieir eastern 

-bretbren, suspieton avosif*, ^eispectally «I6 their chie& 

liad never led th^»fi in ^reat bodies to their wA* 

'Sistanee in tbe field, even in times of tbe greatest 

difBcurty ; and now, ivhen tbe council of a few 

venerable 4;hie& only was necessary, they ootiki 

-ttt^ribnteilieprnsrnceof so many wansiors only to 

-Abe intri^Qing disposition 4f a cerfMi etji^f^' wlio 

mi^ht think, by their means, of cariryioj^ the 

measom tbat suited his iiiteicst with tbe' greater 

fadiiity* Their jealousy was increased by tile 

-uecoUection th'it Captain Bmnd, and otben of the 

Six Nations, had be^n, the preceding sMiffier, to 

Philadelphia, to confer with General Wasbington 

.OB tbe concerns of the American tribes at large^ 

withoot (the concunienGe of thoir western bretbrett* 

:TbeBe jealoimes made them tl^tien with caution- to 

'4immy proposal sof the Six Niijpos, wbo acted as 

anadiabiiB^ :aad evaa wjeot soiiio coMcilB that 

jwcie rgdad^ faeeinise tfaef ioaaae**>ffiMi than. This 

was ,-nio.:finvarafate omen iattlbe onsefi^of the dd^ 

iMsalknfo ' Tbe^sikuilion of tbe Yest^m-trlbeSy with 

tmpect to tbe British government of Canada^ was 

another 
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another powerful obstacle to peace. la the rcvo- 
lationary wvlTj the principal argument to induce 
them to take up arms, was the defence of their 
territory against tlie encroachments of the Ame- 
ricans; but when pcac6 was concluded between 
Britain and America, thejr were disappoinled, and, 
instead of security, received only evasive speeches 
land dkfant promises* 

<^ Another war was apparently at hand, and the 
services of the tribes might be again necessary. A 
hope was therefore held out of assistance, should 
tiie Americans refuse to ratify the ancient boun- 
dary, the Ohio, which was supposed to strengthen 
some in their inclination for war. The result of 
the first deliberation was to send deputies, to meet 
the American commissioners at Fort Erie, and en- 
quire whether they were empowered to remove 
the line, which the Americans had formerly in- 
sisted upon, and which they had got sanctioned at 
n partial treaty at Muskingum. The commis- 
sioners replied, that they had power to change it; 
and, after -the conference, proceeded to the mouth 
of Detroit River, to Captain Elliott's, whilst the 
Indiiin deputies retired to the Miami, where lliey 
found a gi-cat number of the various tribes, parti- 
cularly from the eastward ; for a rumour prevailed, 
that the Americans were to pay an immense sum of 
money on the conclusion of peace. Those Indians 
who came from amongst the European settlements, 
had acquired no small taste for that article^ though 

M not 
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-not much industrji by which Uiey might obtain sl 
supply of it ; conscqnenlljr, ihey were ready to 
^rrusp at it with much greater avidity than their 
western brethreni whose industry in tlie chace, 
and that of their females im the villages, abundantly 
provided for all their wants. It is earnestly to be 
lioped, that, as the game may decrease, t^uiMied by 
the extraordinary exertions of tlie hunters, exoited 
by trade, domestic anim^ils, and the consequent 
branches of rural industry, may increase in sucb 
proportion, as not to suffer the natural and reasonable 
wants of man to seduce them to avarice, that de- 
baser of the human mind. On further consultation^ 
another embassy was sent to the commissioners at 
the mouth of the river, to know whether they 
would use their power io establish the Ohio as the 
bonndaryi having been "esteemed such by both 
parties before the separation from Great Britain. 
Tlie .commissioners proposed that the line^hould be 
drawjQi within fifty miles of the Ohio, and offered to 
pay a considerable sum of money ibr the difference. 
Captain Brand, and the eastern chiefs, seconded 
this proposal with all their influence, and it would 
have been prudent to accept these terms, for many 
obvious reasons; particularly from the ycry xin* 
equal contest so Iqmg maintained between a £ew 
hundred warrior^ i|nd $p powerful a people as4be 
United States. The greater part would have 
consented to peace, but froip a jealousy of Captain 
Brand's motives. They thought, that as they Jiad 

ibught 
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fduglit and conquered ivilboat his assistance, sO 
they might treat of peace without his arbitrafion. 
These suspicions were fostered by the outrages of a 
half Shawanon named M^Gree, which put •both 
sides into such an unfriendly temper, that \\6 
happy termination was likely to be cfiectcd by 
this meeting. A report prevailed, that on i\\e 
refusal of the terms of the commissioners, the 
American army was te advance. This restrained 
the advocates for peace, lest their opinions should 
be attributed to fear. At length they came to the 
unanimous resolution to reject the overtures, and 
defy the hostile army, in the defeat of which the 
warriors hoped to acquire some additional glory« 
It was first proposed to assemble the warriors and 
march to Greenville, where the American army 
was encamped, a place about an h-un<lred and 
fitly miles distant. Various reasons prevented this 
plan^ particularly a rumour that the Six Nations, 
Ktklng in disgust, had determiiicd to espouse the 
inteiests of tiie Americans. This caused a serious 
apprehension to' those who were weak enough to 
believe it; and was sufficient to deter them from 
leaving their villages unprotected, whilst ihcy 
were in the field against the Americans. But the 
€txoogest impulse was tliat of the cbaee. The 
leaves wene beginni«g U> fall ; the season for hunt- 
ing the buck was arrived. No appearance of tlie 
American army being i^ readiness to march, the 
pleasures of hunting ^ere.much more enticing to 
. '. , M2 the 
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t1)c warriors, than the hardships of a winfer^s cam- 
paign, against an enemy encamped in fortresses, 
and who, thejr were certain, would remain there, 
while they appeared in force. 

^* Yoo, as a European, may be surprised at the 
apparent reluctance of the chiefs and warriors to 
go against an enemy in large bodies, unless io 
oppose an invading army; but it will be readily" 
explained, when you consider that the dt^sert (hey 
have to march through is generally of some eX" 
tentj and that their mode of supply ing the army 
with provisions is different from yours. Every 
warrior is furnished with some sweet meal, or 
angwitzer; (a composition of parched maiee- and 
maple sugar*) some bread; and, if be is mQunted, 
very probably a small bag of maize: but as each 
individual is proud of his abilify as a hunter, io 
supply himself in the desert with his gun, they are 
not anxious that all should contribute an equal 
store, or that it should be eatcolated to last a stated 
time, independently of the product of the chtlce. 
Some warriors may have a stock for a month; 
others, for not more than two or three days; but 
when they are together there is no distinction : all 
is in common, all fare alike. On their march, 
venison* and other game are abundant; but if they 
remain several days in a place, in a numerous body, 
as soon as the viitage provfsiofi^ are expended they 
begin to snlBer, because the great number of hunters 
cause the game to leave tbeir route: therefore, if the 
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enemy be fortifieJ, (bey are necessitated either to 
overcome him by fctoriP) or retreat from hunger. 
Parties under fifty are net liable to tliese inconvc- 
oiencies. If t5ey Ifarve but sufficient provisions to 
carry tbera two or three days' inarch, they abound 
in the game natural to the country they pass 
through; and should they be obliged to halt, 
so small a. nunU3er will never cause a scarcity.. 
ISeddes, the personal vanity of the chiefs is most 
flattered by coaducting small parties, as they 
engross tiie full glory of their achievements. When 
a leading warrior concerts mi enterprise, be makes 
known his designs t^-his friends and foliowersy 
wbo mostly hasten to assist in the undertaking) 
especial^ if lie be a mas of known courage, abi« 
lities, and moderaCtoa, so as to retain the good wiU 
of the warriors. If it be against the setlleroents^ 
they seiae fiome prisooen, lioness and enltle^ and 
drive them away. If they aie pursned, aAer bav* 
ing aecuved the captires and catik at a distance^ 
under a guard, they return to meet the pursuing 
enemy, which they yety frequently cfFebt. At other 
limes they have gone to the chain of torta^ and 
there waited till some party came out, or some 
<K>nvoy of provisions attempted to enter. Whei^ 
neither of these events occurred so soon as they 
expected, they endeavoured to- cause a sortie, by 
driving away cattle or horses,: and showing only 
three or fimr men, while the main body, funning 
«D nmbuscade, the fagitire^ drew the pursuers Mo 
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a. Tills, and similar stmfagems,. are practised*, 
according to circumstances, and the genius of those 
ivho conduct the enterprise. 

" We will noMT, if yoa please, return to the 
eouncil, which determined to continue the war. The 
tittle Otter, a celebrated warrior of the Ottowa 
nation, soon after eonducted a party of sixty to 
a place called the Hurricane, or the St. Mary's^ 
which was appointed to be tlie general rende». 
Tous for those who were to join the intended 
cxpcflition. The necessity of hunting for winter 
cloihing, and other circumstances, delayed tlie 
Shawanons and others from meeting. them; and 
theLitfte (Xler grawing impatient to complete his 
campaign, that he might be at leisure for the chace, 
set off with his own partyi sofely wiHi the addition 
of two Wyandots, who joined him on- the road of 
communication between GNneenntiUo and' Kentucky; 
'where they discovered an Americaft escort, of 
ihree companies of riflemen, with provisbns, laden 
en pack-lK)rses and oxen, for General Wayne's 
army, which lay encamped at Greenville- The 
Ottowas attacked them immediately, and defeated 
th6m, with no other injury to themselves than 
0ne niaiv wouiKied. They killed twenty of |be 
enemy, who were three tiroes their nuoiber,^. and 
took ten^ prisoners: the rest ran >away without 
beiiig pursued; for prudence required their de« 
parture, lest they should be overpowered by a 
sujperior force from the main armyJ They therefore 
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stakl only (aprrck up the plunder, anrmigst wliicfi' 
vras (lie finely plurticd helmet of the American 
commanding officer, ivhich served llie Little Ottef 
as a trophy/ They next put (lie prisoners on horse-^ 
back, mounted themselves, and drove the snpcr-^ 
nitraerary horses, before them ; leaving the oxen ta 
gratee at liberty, not clioosing to be delayed by 
their stow motion ; and some superstition restrained 
thfim from killrn^g them. The Ottowas consi* 
dered this cxpluiC as releasing them from further 
service that year; and afier thetr return home, 
prepared to take their families to tlieir hunting 
stations* 

** From the long continuance of the war, and* thr 
repeated calls on the generosity of the Shawanons,^ 
famed for hospitality, whose village had been the 
general rendearvous, they had become so very poor, 
that both they and their guests often suffered from 
want ; having nothing but corn and water, instead 
of the venison and bread to which they were 
accustomed . This created great impatience to meet 
the enemy, that they might engage and be set at 
liberty. On resolving to continue the war,^ the 
Shawanons expected supplies from Britain, !»• 
which they were disappointed. This caused them 
to summon tire confederated warriors with diffi- 
dence; nor could they detail either their own, or 
those of their neighbours, in any great numbers, 
from tiwir hunting; ^a that on an alarm early in 
NovemlKjr,. that the enemy was likely to advance^ 
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ronners were sent to the aeigbbouring TiUages^ 
nrheie only fifty Wyandots were found at home. 
These raarcbed diredly to the frontier village, 
where they met only three hundred Shawanons, 
Mingoes^ and Delawares. Being interropted from 
their usual occupations^ oa a fake ruiBour, they 
were^desirous of disturbing the enemy in his quar- 
ters; but the speaker of the Dehi wares, who took 
(he lead, dissuaded them front, this .measure, fron^ 
the inferiorify of tlieir numbers to effect any thin^ 
material; tlie diificujties of a m inter <:aoipai^n ; 
and the danger . of rousing the Americans, who 
tjieiieved that they were ddiberating con<;eri|ing 
poaoe* .The coooeil being broke up, they separated, 
^ach to .hJ^ own employment. In the mean tipie> 
mutval iikjrmisjies. paa^ed, with unequal success* 
The spring wa^ osbi^ed in, with an espi^ctalioo 
tbat.Uie^^^ritisb: wonld ^id iheir i^lli^ in obtajning 

^hQ.Obiofora boundary, as ihej bad cncDuj-aged 
ibem to •insist upoa it at the late council; and, 
consi^tantly with these expectations, a party of tbe 
Siih rqgiment was sent to the Miami, to build a 
fort, a little Ik^Iow the, rapids, which the tribes 
understood was to be a depot for ammunition and 
provision, as well as a resource, should the Ame* 
rican army come before the %\arriors had time t0 
assemble. It was advised to take tbq iield early in 
(he spring ; but necessity compelled the chiefs and 
warriors to remain in their villages, till they had 
put the seed, into the ground, which detained them 
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4iU the latter end of Jam^ y^hea- tUc Ol^was and' 
Cluppawas^ along the shores of the LaJ^cs, came ia 
ttieir c?u)oes io the foot of the rapids of Miami, a 
little ^lx)ve the new fort. Some chiefft wished to 
detain these, till more, who were on the way,, 
should arrive,, or the Americans show signs of* 
coming out of their forts; when they might pro»- 
eeed to tlie.GIaiz, where, th^y would find, the 
ShawanooS) filii^oes,, and Detawares, joined by 
the Foolewattomiefr and Miamis, and in union with 
them to attack tlie en^qiy. For they feared the dif- 
ficulties of supporting such num))ers, if all assem* 
bled at the frontier viUage,^and that tbery fioukl 
eon$e(iu6n4ly:giaw, impatient to engage, .ividc^ i\^ 
disadva|itti§e& of eoQOuateriiig iheir oppaneuts witb 
inferiority of for^, ' pad ^elteced under block- 
houses, &c. Besides, the brave impetuosity of the^ 
Cbippawas and Otto^4is .b^ing well kno}vn» was* 
thought likely to ensure success^ but should th(^ 
be detained^ aad assist, only .;ia an inconsiderable- 
action, they wouhl think lli|By find performed their 
ftai ia the ^mpnign. ReiuHvj) was their principaL 
object; for few extended their views to the peer- 
xnaoent welfare of tl^eir tribes> by checking thf 
enpToadim^nts of the Americans, and increasing^ 
the sireiiigth $ind importance of the confederacy Igr 
their warliko achievements, i^ orc^ to restraint 
their impatienQe of delay, and turii> their thirst of 
yivate honinuff to tbp public goodj^ they should have 

M 5 txx'a 



9S& 

Been kept in action, and amused in the friendly 
emnbtfon of bail-playing^ feot-races^ and war* 
dances, till an opportunity oflfered of striking a 
deciisive blotv. This being neglected,, and feeling 
& scarcity of proristons, tlie Chippawas^and' Olto^ 
tira» Twrc in lia&te to* leave the- rajpid^. Some went; 
to Hie 6laizy and others to a^ place called the Fallen 
Timber; a mined village, fifty miles from tbeGKaizy 
which was to be the place of rendezroos. These 
tribes arriving first, had an opportunity oChimting-, 
and snpplying themselves with nianki(]^nsf whilst 
they watted for their brethren. Nnmerous tribes 
tnarched from the Glaizt the Dieia wares only 
refused to join tlie rest, under pre(ence of going 
tinother road, lest tbdlr^ nnmbers shotikl occasion 
li scarcity;- but their motives were attributed to the 
intrigues of the Americans, to prevent lllem ftom 
joining iiuhostiUtifiB, though they dwed not openly 
refuse, 

'' There were assenMed* at the Pallet Timber about 
iwdve hundred, of dflfeftnt tribes. ' Wb^n tba 
confederals were within thirty miles of Grcenviile, 
where General Wayne's army lay in* a fortified 
encampmenti scouts were sent to* reconnoitre, some 
lowards the American camp, others to Veitt 
Ifecovery,^ erected where General Shietair Ited 
Tjeen defeatied. The former soon discovered a 
acout oftheChicasaws, whom they put to flight. 
Observing that they were ncariy naked, they supr. 
posed, them tov be the :ibremnnen of a greater 
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body, perhaps of the main armj. Oh Cfieir refiltrt/- 
ft was dcfermined to advance in files*, to be ready- 
to form instantly, should they meet the enemy^ 
ivhich they rather expected . From the other scoaf , , 
ivhom they met on the road, they received intelli-^ 
gence, that the Americans were in a'^considenibld 
body on the outside* of Fort Recovery. 'Wii* 
caused a division of 8cntimf*nt,' The Cliippawar 
and Otfowas, who were the most 'numerous,'^ 
expected thai a deference should be paid to their 
opmion, wliieV was, Jo proceed to^Hie Fort; bBt> 
the other tribes^ fearing", that the rashness of the 
Chippawas might precipitate them into a difficnltr 
situation, and weighing tite disadvantages of at-^- 
tacking a well fortified fort, wtdiout ladders or 
6annon, were averse from that measure, and ad*' 
vised to march to the camp, hoping that Generate 
Wayne would give them battle; trusting, from^i 
experience, thaf, though he had above three times^- 
t<he number, by the blessing of (he Great Spirit, theyv 
night gain such a victory, as would* deter their op- 
ponents from further encroachments. Vet a victory 
would not have saved them from the baneful io-^ 
trigues of those schemers^ '^. who, under the mask o^ 
friendship, gnaw- their entrails. The arms of Ihc^ 
^nfederates had ahroady sufficiently triumphed t0^> 
kave obtained, by prudent managipment, evcry?^ 
thing to be desired. 

' The confederacy depended upon the assistance 
•f Glreat Britain^ because they luid formerly fought 

M.6 in- 



ift her cmait^ iirbicli was . mdeod (be or% ui of the 
pfeseft war.- Tba bope was su^)orted by CapUia 
£IUat) aooompanyiog the confederates with aboiit 
tiiMty ^Hglisb and Canadian traders, servants, &c« 
The WjriiQdols and If ingoes requested him to arge 
their brethren \o inarch to the encampment at 
Greenville, rdying upon bis iaflnence, as the re« 
pcesentative of their Great Father, but he declined 
iAlerierinf"^. 

> <Ma the mean time, it was agreed to form a 
camp, and smd a detachment to reconnoitre the 
ivce of the Chicasaws. They soon discovered it 
to have been a party of fifty or sixty of that tribe^ 
who fled immediately oo recdving the alarm. In 
the evening a council was held, and the Chippawaa 
carried their point of goii^ to Fort Recovery. The 
next morning the oonfederates changed their conrsey 
according to that determination, and encamped 
within a few miles. Scouts .were dispatched 
by the three tribes, \o sec whether the Americans 
yet remained in tliat neighbourhood; thinking, 
if they were gone, they might yet prevail with the 
Chippawas to proceed towards the army, without 
attempting any thing against the fort. The scouts 
leported, that they did remain tliere. On this 
they began their march, with more expedition 
than r^nhrity ; for they ibnnd that the Americans 
about the fort were only a detachment of a few 
hnndteds from the main army^ nrt sufficieoft to 
give the confederates in general an oppcnrtunity of 
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iicqpiiriifg: glory; «oaU were eager 4o be first in tlie 
ODset« The WyanJolB, Min^oes, apd Shawanong 
were more in (be van tban (beotliorfi, manjr of (hem 
beinj^ mounted; besides, Ihejr were generaily more 
swift of foot Chan the Chippawas. 

^^ The Americans were just under the fort. A 
Sbawanon in the van, seeinor the American com* 
raandcr in the front of his men» bravely encou- 
raging them, advanced upon him and was killed. 
A Mingo, who followied to succour his friend, 
killed the commander. A captain, also^ in the 
front, was encountered by a half Shawaaon, who 
overpowered him. The AmericaA party of only 
two hundred were instantaoeously defeated, witb 
no other loss sustained by the three tribes than the 
Sbawanon already mentioned, a Wyandot, and a 
Mingo wounded in the thigh. There wer^ about 
thirty of the Americans killed in this encounter, 
and a few prisoners taken. The remainder escaped 
into the fort, or were scattered in the woods, 
though they were pursued to the gates; and, h^d a 
Kgalar plan been formed, the assailants might have 
'entered with thcfii, and the courage of the poor 
Chippawas would not have been spent in vain; 
for they coming up, and finding glory so scarce 
that hardly ajiy fell to their share, rushed on to 
the fort without any regularity or system ; whence 
they were annoyed with a severe fire from a block- 
bouse, and the loopholes of the stockades, which 
vere too high to pass over hastily without ladders. 
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Notmthsttndlng thejr were tlitts exposed', they 
returned the fire upon their concealed enemies; 
and, from the Gontmued shrieks, it was evident 
thetr efibrts were not ineflfectiml. Finding no 
probability of carrying the fort, they retiredy giving 
the Americans reason of exnUation ; for the garriton 
and conToy altogether was' supposed not to exceed- 
five hundred men. 

<<The next day, finding themselves without 
provisions,^ and encumbered witfi the wounded, H 
was deterinined to reHirn honiewards,^ (hougli the 
result of the expedition made every warrior retrre 
reluctantly. The loss of tlie-Chi-ppawas under the 
ibrt was said to' be sixteen. The only advantage 
gained, was about two bundrect packhorses, and 
some oxen, that fell into the hands of the confer 
ileraks. Though the confederates were reinforced 
by four hundred Delawares and Pontawattoniie»y^ 
yet, on consulting on the future operations, nothings 
further could at that time be undertaken ; and it was 
ttnanimously agreed to make tlie best of their way U> 
their respective villages, because they were totally^ 
destitute of provisions, and the Chippawas were 
determined to return with their- wounded> com<^ 
|)anionsv 

The Delawape and Shawanon * village at the 
6laiz was surprized, about a months after,< by the 
arrival of an American subaltern^ who acquainted 
them that he had left General Wayne, with the 
army of five thousand men,* at the distance of only 
Iwo^ays* jousnoy . 
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• Previaiisfy to this inteiligence, they had lived 
in perfijctsecoritj; the expectation of the enemy 
being viorn out by long delay. Many of the warriors 
^ere gone to their summer hunt, so that tlier<i 
might be remaining only about five humlied. 
Rnnners were therefore immediately dispatched to 
the different rillages, ta collect the- warriors; and 
embarking their families in canoes, and mounting 
others on: hcrtsdback, I Rey' retreated down tlie river 
to the foot of the rapids. They were there met by 
the Wyandots from Sandusky and Dbtroit ; also 
the Oftowas and Chippawas, from tlie same 
neighbourhood ; in ali not exceeding a thousand; 
They encamped in a meadow below the fort. The 
American army arrived at Itbck de Boeuf. General 
Wayne fortified his camp there. This was his usual 
custom every night, but here he did it with (leculiai^ 
caution. It was a work, flanked by bastions of the 
same, with cannon. From this camp he sent a 
flag of truce ib thai of the confederates,, advising 
them no longer ta listen to Europeans, (meaning 
the English,) but come and take their brother 
Americans by the hand^ who only wanted i6 
Nve with them in peace and friendship ; that they 
did' not desire their ferrih>ry, as tPiey had*been fcd 
to believe, by those who wanted to keep them at 
variance, that they might monopoUase the trade. 
The tribes did not think it a proper time to talk of 
peace, lest their readiness to accept it might be 
ieemed the ^ect of fear; and that theii^ enemieb 
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aji^ {(.mbi^nous un3\fer, that tbq^e^{W€i;efn(M.a.&uiS<» 
cient luiinber.of ^cli^fs^asseiubleir to auth^ize lUeiR 
to ctiter into a treat/, bnt lliat, ,U l^e .wi^U ^a^i^ 
twentjr (lays, ^they hoped to be i^bic tq ioform him 
fatlher of ibcir sentiments. They flaUprcd theoi* 
selves that the British fort, .at llie Miaqai was iq- 
hare c!>«operatttd with their warr^rf, and iiav« 
afforded them shelier, should the Amprjc^DS a(I« 
vance so suddenly as not ,to give Iheia .ti|i^ 1^ 
as^mble in sufficient numbers 4o oppose tkemv; ba( 
in this ho])e they were gradually undeceired, for tW 
enTiroQ& of the fort being wpock, where <^valrp 
could not act- advantageously, were an exceUejiit 
situaiioQ to wait for sk general jcngagenent. Yot 
they were urged to fix upoa a .plain at two miles f 
distaaoe, scarcely coyered on Qne sid^.bj tha river^ 
wUch attbat time i^s sosfaallowy th^t it was no 
great impediment, to » infantry, much loss to men 
well mounted. On the secoad day of forn^ng^ 
their situation was pore f^vourable^ being on ux^ 
eminence, quite belgw the rapids, where the river 
both widens and d^peas, ap4 at the utmost. edg^ 
of the flats on that side, jthe river, :whilst it over* 
looked those ofi tl^ . opposite skore,, wliece the 
boose of tiie BriUsh agent^ Colonel M^ep, stood ;: 
and being woods, the warriors of the confederate 
tribes might have made sucli a^ lesistatice a$ wottld> 
have defied their supeciorlty of numbers. Ob thi 

third 



257 

third daj, ihey ^«re again prevailed with io fake 
their former statioih The two preceding dajs they 
had waited for the cnoinjr with great patience; 
suffering from thirst and hunger, whicii rendered 
thera backward to resume their places in the line, 
till they had taken sufficient refreshment. The 
WyandotS) however, to the amount of an hundred 
and fifty, with thirty of the Detroit Militia^ placed 
themselves on the right: small detachmcnlsof the 
other tribes, amounting to nearly three jKindred^ 
took their stations on the left. They had sc^ciAf 
nsached t!ie ground, when. they ^wihe Anwuiiqi 
aiWance throuj^h tlie plain* . liwm the van gaard, 
intended by General Way^e io lead Ihem into a 
snare, while fifteen bundxed Kentucky riiSemen 
were to pass Ibe rij^bt Aankf and the cavalry pro# 
coed down the meadows on tlie opposite side the 
river, till they should cross it^ and fall oa the rear 
of the left flank. They gavje into this atrotageni^ 
for when ^he Americans came very near, the/ 
ruslied on tjieoa with great impf;tuosity, jsursuett 
Ihcm acarly two miles, but, did not destroy many* 
The greater part of this detachment being mounted^ 
(hey now perceived the centre of the Amertcaii 
army, drawn up in order to xeceivei tliomj and 
notwith&tanding the disparity of jtfusaJbers, they 
voiilii have made an essay, bat perceiving a 
4iumerous body of cavaliy going down on tile 
other side of (he river, with the apparent design 
/of crossing in their r^ar, they retreated ;. annoying 
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(he Enemy's cavalry with (licir fire, wlicnevcr 
they came ivitliin reach, fn-thc mean time the 
Wyandofs, (who, as i have already said, werer 
on theright,) when they perceived their companions 
on the feff advance in pursuit of the Americans, 
desirous of keepins^ pace with them, and at Ihc 
same time to guard against having (heir flank passed 
by theenemv^ went forward, inclining to the right; 
and thus met the Kentucky riflemen, whom they 
engnged under the disadvaintnges of very unequaF 
numbers^ nntB a chief ordered a retreat, thinking- 
it ineffectual to combat such a vast superiority 
unsupported. They retiiped with the loss of nine 
warriors, amongst whom were some leading chiefs, 
besides a few nmde prisoners. The retreat wasf 
Conducted witb so much coolness, that the Ame^^ 
rirahs did not derive any great advantage from th^ 
adverse ibrtune of the day. The wounded were 
carri^ off in front of ^ the army;* for the warriors 
mutually supported each other, by firing" and 
iretrealing alternatoly, till out of the reach of the 
enemy. The whole loss of the confederates may be 
computed under thirty men; whilst the Americans,. 
by tlieirown account, bad two hundred killed and 
wounded. The warrfors,. who remained in the 
encampment to regale themselves, on hearing the 
firiiSg, seized their • arm^, and ran towards the 
iBcene of action ; but before they arrived there, met 
thdir* companions retreating, so that they all 
leturned' together. On passing the fi>rt, some 
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'wislied (o enter io join in i(s defence ; olTiers vrfia 
were \youncled desired to be taken in : both were 
refused. This suspicious conduct of (he garrison 
damped their energy ;: for instead of receiving the 
assistance of allies, they found them anxious ta 
remove the contest t^ a distance^ that they might 
MOt be invotved in rt» Tliey saw, as it >^'ere, a fort' 
built on the territory with their blood, apparently 
for no other purpose than to take possession : so 
that they began to think themselves iti no les^ 
danger from their friends than their enemies^ a» 
far as respected encroachments. Notwithstanding 
tbe many circumstances adverse to the tribes, and 
favourable to General Wayne^ lie did not gain so 
complete an advantage as lie probably expected 
from his military skill and courage ;^ his plan^ 
Ikiwever, for encompassing the confederate warriors^ 
proved entirely abortive.. They all assembled at 
tlie further end of the meadow, where they had 
tieeh encamped, a littte below the English fort.. 
There they waited in expectation of hearing the 
fort attacked by the Americans, when they intended 
to return to the figltt-, not doubting of victory when 
they acted as auxiliaries. In this they were dis- 
appointed, for there was not any sign of hostility 
shown by either piarty, except some interchange 
of rude language; yet the Auicricans showed no 
respect to the British flag, v,entii^ their rage on 
*tlie corn-fields and wijgwams*, some of which being 



* Wigwam, an> Indian house. 
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composed of hark, required little less trouble to born 
tban to build. 

The confederates retired (o a small river, called 
Swan Creek, about five or six miles below the fort^ 
on (he other sid,c of which was an advantageous / 
situation for an encampment, where a snoali num* 
ber miglit defend themselves against, very superior 
force. All those who did not go to their huotini^ 
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grounds remained here dii ring the winter, and 
were abundantly su^pf)lied with provisioi)$^ by the 
British agent, so long as they continued b^re; but 
they bad none if they went to axyr distance^ 
xvhere they might prepare cpro-tields, or ,in JXny 
other way remeciy their k)sssa« Tbe.expence wa« 
excessive: half of it, a few months sooner bestow- 
ed, would have sufficed, and prevented the eviU 
Invitations to peace were $cnt by the Americapj^ 
|h rough a Canadian trader who bad been takw 
prisoner, and others. A person, named WilUams^ 
iyhase mother had been a captive, and . majried t<i 
a Mohawk, had brought him up a trader. This 

man was disgusted with the British Indian depart* 
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meiit, on various accounts, and saw, in the present 
opix)rtunity, a hopeful prospect for advancing 
his fortune with the Americans. They anxiously 
desired to conciiraie tbp, tribes, but were At a loss 
for a proper person to convey ^heir real inteutioi^, 
and remove hostilities and suspicion from their 
minds. They were therefore ready to heap favour* 
on whoever would undertake the commission* 
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During the winter, Williams, liis broker, ani a 
Mliigo, went la General Wayne's camp, and terras 
of pacificalion were proposed. They returned 
with extra va<^aat praises of American benevo- 
lence, generosity, and affability. The way being 
thus opened, others followed, and were equally 
well pleased with their reception. It is not sur- 
prising that the warriors, who had never been 
daunted by the bravery or power, of Iheir.enemiesy 
shoiild now be captivated by their civilify ; espe- 
cially when they compared the politeness and 
courteons deportment of the Americans, with the 
Iiaughtine^s of (he Detroit traders^ who stupified 
tfie old with rum, and dazzled the eyes of the 
young with gifts. Tlie Indian- department, through 
whqm the king's bounty passed, were equalfy un- 
conciliating, in expecting a reverence that w^is due 
only to a dignified, benevolent conduct. This 
friendly intercourse produced an agreement to meet 
in council, at^ Midsummer, to trpat of peace. . 

^ The Sbawanons and Mingoes were rather'ayerse 
fromcomin*f fo terms, lesf, from the event of the 
last battle, tlie enemy might think he had gained, 
peace by his prowess. Blue Jacket, a chief emi- 
nent for pi^operty, talents, and, I may add, valour, 
(tHouglr some have detracted from his renowrf in 
that" respect,) addbd his influence to thai oT'his 
brother^ who was the most distinguished warrior, 
chmong the Shawanons. None could * have . more 
patriotism than Blue Jacket: he had been to the 
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Mississippi, to sock for friends to support bis brc- 
Ibren in (he war ; but he saw that they were destttule 
of tlie means of keeping a great bodjr together, or 
of supplying them with the necessary ammunition, 
and that they could not rely on the assistance' of 
Great Britain: for tliese reasons, he thought the 
offers of a generous enemy were not to be refused, 
and persuaded many of the Shawanoiis to go to the 
treaty. By the loss of the brave diiefe who fcH at 
Miami Rapids, th3 Wyandots of Saadusky had 
only the Crane, (except some young men who were 
loo modest to interfere,) and be did not seem to 
understand the true interest of his tribe. The 
traders of Detroit were tampering vfiih Agushawa, 
the Ottowa chief, to purchase, or rather trick him 
out of, some land^ 

' '" The Crane was too ready to surrender any 
rights he possessed, provided he was well rewarded* 
Agushawa, though a sensible and brave man, was 
old and weak, and too much addicted to intoxicate 
ing liquors* From a council composed of such 
members, who met without any previous delibera- 
tion, and summoned by himself, General Wayne 
had every reason to expect he should succeed 
better in negociation tlian he had done in the field. 
Disputes amongst themselves, concerning the pri- 
ority of possession, and tlie consequent riglit of 
disposal, rendered it still easier to General Wayne 
to obtain such ^ treaty as he wished, «n paying a 
quantity of gpods, and stiputuing to give,a certain 
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€UfTi in mjerchandise (o each tribe annually. The 
line agreed upon ran along (he Kuikhage, to a 
branch of the Suskarawas.; then west, to where 
Sinclair was defeated^ and to the south, opposite 
the Kentucky river^ The north and west of Uiis 
line the confederate tribes retained, ^but the United 
States held several ports where trad log places were 
io be established. 

<^ Thus ended a war, which bad been entered into 
without foresight; persevered in without system; 
and although (he tribes might have obtained their 
own terras in granting peace, yet was it concluded * 
at random^ and they gained no advantage that 
might not have JDcen obtained without the eclat of 
^cir victories. 

^^ From this we may learo, that^nergy of nund, 
and even talents, unless regulated by some ^ise 
system, and directed to some end^ may be exerted 
inefiectually to produce any substantial benefit. 
If we except the too liberal introduction of whis* 
key amongst the tribes, the effects of this peace 
have been of general advantage ; and from Uie mo« 
deration of the American government, the friends, 
of Jiumanity may hope it will long continue, and, 
the wftrtiQif*s sword be turned into a ploi^hsbarei 
and 4iis b«(#Ie axe into an axe to fell trees. No 
more the \rtdow with her tears sprinkle the grave 
of a beloved husband, who has sacrificed die ten- 
der anxiety of a father, to his (hirst for glory and 
jEeal for his tribe; Nor does the mother lament 
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her son, ^ora she lidped >fould have comforted 
her drooping: years, cut off in the bloom of youth, 
like some tall, tender sapling, that yields to the 
keen cutling axe of the laborious woodman*. It fells, 
and ivith it sinks the expectation of what it might 
have been, when once its towering top h^d over- 
looked the forest, and its wide^spreading, majestic 
branches, green with its beauteous ^liage, afibrded 
Spacious shelter to the w^earicd traveller, from the 
8un*s scorching heat*." 



^his, my .dear brother, is the swbstanc^ X)? my 
Mohawk's riarriative; which, in many places, you 
must admire, for the simplicity and exprcferfon of 
Ae figures', whilst it describes the rAjtnners of these 
untutored nations, both in time of war and in 
council. I have nothing fiirther to ^ay, but, with 
Indian simplfcity, to bid you fer^wHI. 

Ih FRANKLIN. 

' * The five Mohawk nations arc the same race with those 
ealled by the French, Iroquois. The Wyartd«Ms,orHurons, 
jfrtflikewjseai the same lineage. TheChippawiis, Ottowas, 
^fld Sk«wa»on«, areaU dcnominattd Ifioltowegh. Th^Eng- 
Ihbcali lh«se w>o sided with th« Shsiwanons, Mlugoes; 
vbich is.thy common appellation of the five natioas along 
the Ohio, a* Mohawk is at Albany. 
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LETTER XXXr. 



Arthur Middlelon to his Brother Edtein, 

St. JokrCSi on LaJce Champlain, 

Dear Edwin, 

A PROMISE, ray dear Edwin, should 
always be observed : I hasten (o fulfil mine, and 
give you the particulars of our journey from 
Albany to Lake Champlain. 

Colioz is a small village, which is distinguislied 
by the neighbourhood of a remarkable fall in the 
Moha^vk river. Though a cataract is no great 
novelty for me, f was charmed with the sublimity 
of this, which differs in many respects from most I 
had before seen. The breadth of the river is three 
hundred yards ; a ledge of rocks extends quite 
across it, and from the top of them, the water 
falls about fifty feet perpendicularly. The appear- 
ance of this grand spectacle varies according to 
the quantity of water : after . heavy rains, it de- 
scends in an unbroken sheet, from one bank to 
the other ; whilst, at other times, the greater part 
of the dark-colouted rocks are visible. Following 
the direction of the Hudson river, we <;arae to 
Stillwater, a place that receives its nanie from the 

ft 

4incom(uon tranquillity of that part of the stream 
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opposite to it We were stopped an hour or two 
by some mineral springs upon the borders of a 
jnarsh. Each of them is contained in the crater 
of a pjrainidal rock, about a man*s height. The 
rocks seera to have been formed by the petrifaction 
of the water, and the water within thecn is generally 
below the rim of the mouth of the rock: it 
bubbles up, as if boiling; and at the beginning 
of the summer, regularly overflows the bason. 
The guide shovied us the properties of these springs 
in several experiments. They extioiguish a lighted 
candle in an instant, and suffocate any animal 
that is put down into the rock ; but neither Mr* 
Ifranklin nor myself could suffer any creature 
capable of feeling, to be tormented for dor amuse- 
ment. After hdVing gratified our curiosity, we 
quickened our pace, and reached Saratoga before 
the close of evening. It consists of a &w detached 
houses, and a Dutch reformed church. This place 
excited no very flattering recollections in my mind, 
fi^ being remarkable for the surrender of General 
Burgoyne. Whilst we were, examining the remains 
of the encampments, with painful reflections on 
the ill success of our countrymen, a grey-headed 
American, perceiving we were strangers, accosted 
us with a degree of riaticmal pride, perhaps 
allowable, but not very agre^ble to eqr sensations 
at that moment, and. related . the ev^ts of that 
ij.nfprtunate day. "There, gentlemen," said he, 
^^is thq very s^pt wh^cp the British general 
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dollvered up his sword to our commander, GfeaerAl 
Gates." ** Sir," replied Mr. Franklin, with more 
asperity than I ever heard him speak on any othef 
occasion, ^^ the next time you boast of the exploits 
of your countrymen, be sure that you know to whom 
you address yourself: we are Englishmen;" and 
hastily taking hold of my arm, abruptly withdrew. 
The next day we renewed our journey, and ob* 
served that the woods of this part chiefly consist 
of different species of the oak, hiccory, hemlock 
firs, and Weymouth pines, which differ from the 
tree of the same name in Europe. Amongst the 
under»wood arc plenty of wild raspberries^ which 
we found very refreshing. Wretched roads, made 
of the trunks of trees, brought us, by Fort Edward 
and Fort Anue^ to Skeoesborougb, a town situ- 
ated on the borders of Lake Champlain. Here Mr. 
Franklin hired a boat to convey us across the lake^ 
and having provided two or three blankets and a 
basket of provisionss we set sail with a fair wind. 
Our voyage lasted several days, and was far more 
agreeable than being cooped up in a large vessd, 
on the ocean, where notliing ia to be seen but the 
sky above, and a vast expanse of water around ; 
for we landed frequently, both for the sake of pro- 
curing refreshments, and observing the mode of 
life of the people who dwell in the scattered farm* 
houses that skirt the lake. Many of these are 
wretched log«houses, that are scarcely a d^ence 
against tbq weather^ and so badly supplied with any 
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thing eatable, that we could seldom obtain milk, 
eggs, or even bread. At night, we generally wrapt 
ourselves in our blankets, and lay down on the 
cabin floor. Tliis mode of sleeping is not very 
comfortable, Cill use lias reconciled it ; but when f 
am well tired in the day, I and not disturbed by the 
hardness of ray bed. At Ticondcroga we enjoyed, 
with double relish, the comforts of a good inn, the 
only dwelling-house in the place; The agreeable 
accommodations arise from the good management 
of the mistress, who is always the active person, 
whilst the husband minds his farm or other occo*' 
pations. 

The mins of the old fort; and barracks are to be 
seen on the top of a rising ground j^si behind' the 
tavern^ but they are in such a state of decay as to 
be of no use, nor is there any probability of their 
being repaired. There are the remains of another 
fort at Grown Pointy which lias also been demolished. 
Some of the ditches are, however^ perfect; which, 
with the ruined buildings, overgrown with different 
shrubs, particularly ivy, combined with a view of 
the lake and (he distant mountains rising beyond 
it, have a fine effect. This prospect was rendered 
still Wore picturesque to us by a large birch <5anoe, 
full of Indians, in the dresses of their nation. Their 
skim were painted ^f various coluuns, and in the 
most whimsical manner : one i^ of the same man 
was white, whilst Ihe other was daubed with green ; 
bis body was bright yellow, and Im f^ce full of red 
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8{)ot$; and, to give his counfenancc the greaieA 
possible fierceness, his eyes were of different colours. 
The others had indulged their taste with the same 
irregularity; and all were adorned with featliersj 
horse-hair, rings, and bracelets; and to complete 
their attire, each carried a small looking-glass^ 
which was often consulted, in order to touch up the 
&ded colours, or adjust their ornaments. ■ 

In the course of our voyage we were frequently 
regaled with magnificent landscapes from the shores^ 
of hanging woods, rocks, and mountains ; which in 
the evening received a rich glow from the reflectioa 
of the setting sun, that tA tite same time gilded the 
curling waters of the lake. The length of Lake 
Cham plain is an hundred dnd twenty miles, and its 
breadth from two to eighteen. In the widest part 
are a great number of islands : the largest of them 
is called South HetOyittnd contains five hundred 
inhabitants. The broad lake reaches fifty miles, an4 
terminates in a large river, named Sorelle, which 19 
lost in the mighty St. Lawrence. Its waters are of 
great depth, and the shore in many places moun- 
tainous and rocky. The splashing of. the wat^3 
into their chasms, make an uncommon, hollow^ 
murmuring noise, when ihd wind rises to a breeze* 
Some of the rocks shelve under the water, at no 
great depth beneath it, as we experienced by a 
sudden shock, which convinced us that our boat 
had struck on one of them. All was confusion in a 
moment, and every one of us obliged to help to 

N 3 disengage 



k 4 ^ 



270 

Aisengage her; in tn^hich Tve succeodec), with no 
greater misfortune than a thorough drenching — ^a 
circumstance that obliged us to get ashore at the 
first house that would receive us. it was the 
dwelling of a plain Scotch hbonrer, who also 
performed the functions of a judge. 

Having passed the boundary that separates the 
United States from the British dominions, we 
loached a garrison tO'.vn, called St. John's, whither 
the indidn party had arrived before us. With 
tbefn we perceived a middle-aged European, wboae 
languishing, harassed countenance, had something 
peculiarly interesting io it; especially, as with the 
traces of grief, was a mixture of calm resignation 
painted on his face. Mr. Franklin was so struck 
^itb bis appearance, that he sat down amongst 
them, and insinuated himself into their favour. The 
atranger seemed pleased with his attentions, but did 
not appear very communicative, till an opportunity 
oct^urred of conversing in private ; when be related 
liis hi^ory, which is so long, it mngt lie deterred to 
« future iettert Adieu. May every happiness 
^nttend you. 

AllTHUA MIDDLETON. 
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LETTER XXXII. 



Mr. Henri/ Franklin to Edwin Middleton, 

St, JohrCs, on Lake Cliumplain, 

Mr BEAn Edwin, 

THERE is no occasion io have recourse 
to novefe or feigned tales^ in order to amuse and 
interest, whilst the occurrences of real life are often 
M full of extraordinary accidents, and contain more 
instruction than the fictions of the imagination*. 
Arttmr mentioned, in his last, a white hian that 
nee met with amongst a party of Indians. It 
proved to be a merchant, who resided at Richmond 
In Virginia, but, from a train of unfortunate cir» 
•cnmstances, had fallen into their hands as a prisoner. 
•A settled distress was marked on his face, till he 
perceived I gained tlie confidence of the chief wlio 
<x)mnianded the expedition, when something like 
4iope began to animate hs listless frame. His 
•master did not watch him with such jealousy as 
to prevent him from telling me his unhappy story, 
'and interest! nor me in his fate. J happened, some 
•tiitie ago, that he was obliged io go to Kentucky^ 

• The principal circumstances of this narrative are facts 
related by tiie Duke de itochefoucauli Liancourt. 

1^4 to 



27« 

to receive some money that was due to him. - He 
was accompanied by a friend who was a land- 
holder in Kentucky. They proceeded together 
to the banks of the Great Kenhaway, where tliey 
met with several other persons^ who were also going 
to Kentucky. They joined company, and pur- 
chased between them one of those slight, large 
flat-bottomed vessels, without any deck, that are 
used merely to descend the Ohio, but are not suffi- 
ciently substantial to remount the stream. Ilavirif 
embarked with their merchandise and stores, thej 
proceeded on the voyage, working the vessels tbeai- 
selves. Their company consisted of six persons : 
four men, and two young women, who were miets^ 
and going to settle, under the protection of n rela- 
tion, at Kentucky. They were all fully aware that 
the navigation of the Ohio is not free fr&n danger 
from the Indians ; but tbcy also knew that an attack 
on a vessel in the midst of the stream is very ran^, 
and that such an attempt^ with so many on boards 
bad not been heard of for many years. Confidins 
in their numbers, they proceeded, without anxiety^ 
an hundred and six miles, when, about day*break, 
they were alarmed by the most dreadful shrieks, 
proceeding from two white men on the shore, who 
told them, with the most affecting tone of grief^ 
that they had been taken prisoners by the Indians, 
and had made their escape, but feared again to fall 
into their hands. They said they had not eaten any 
thing for the last fpttr days, and ^Atreated, if they 
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could. not be taken oa board, (o be 9t least supplied 
^ith some provision, and saved from perishing by 
hunger^ That humanity, Vfhich is implanted in 
every breast, pleaded in their favour ^ilb all on 
ihoard ; tilt: a little further consideration induced 
those ^of. most eitperience <to apprehend that they 
should expoise; [themselves to danger, by stopping 
io assist these anfortuaate persoiis. Xheir,argu^ 
ments were^ however, overruled by the rest;, and 
.tbe women, ^especiaUy^ declared it wouldvbeanact 
•of the iaoit barbarous cruelty to refuse assistance- 
•to two &Uow.*oreatures in ^ucb deplorable circum* 
stances. « Whilst this contest between prqdepce an^ 
compassion was carrying on, the two men fbtiowed 
Ihe vessel along the shore. Their mournful Iwnent^^- 
ations,. their jscreams and expressions of agonizing 
anguish and despair, still increasing, one of the 
passongers offered to go* alone, and carry bread 
U> these miserable safierers, if bis compftnion3 
would, put him on the land; alledging,. tlia^ b^ 
should discern the Indians from afar, if they rnade 
their appsaranoe; that in this oase, th« vessel: 
might easily regain the middli^ of the steean); an^ 
that he should- be able io reach Limestone on -fqpl, 
where they might wait for him* Who couI(l 
•resist this pif>posiil^;so noble, 'SQ<generojLiSr ^^ ^uU 
of humanity ? Those wlio4eared the cofisequi^nQ^ 
were.obliiged to yield* They j^teered towards the. 
^)ork,. ,wjiere the two .sufferers were dn^ging 
them^Iv^ alppg^ as if^tprjnjt^uicd by the mgjt 
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escraciating pains. How lamentable, thatgeneroia 
eompassioii should eret be abused ! The appie- 
bensions of the 'two gentlemen who opposed the 
measure were too well fotiaded. Tbe men were 
two traitorsi nnder the directioa of (he Indians, and 
appointed by them to decoy the vesKl to the 
shore. The Indians followed them at some dis- 
tance, constantly concealing themselves behind 
trees. The moment the yessd readied the shove, 
they burst forth, about twenty-five or thirty in 
number, raised a dreadful howl, and fired on the 
afiVighted passeogen. Two of them were killed by 
the first firing, and the rest, in equal terror and 
listonishment, endeavoured to regain the middle -of 
the stream; but t)eing too near the shore, and 
their dexterity checked by a sense of danger, they 
made but little wn% The Indians continued to 
4re. A man and one of tbe young ivom^n bad 
abeady fallen victims ; another man was womded, 
and two hoises were killed. Mr. Martin, (the 
name of roy new acquaintance,) and two othars 
.only, were left to use their exertions to save them- 
selves. The fury of the savages increased with 
'their hopes of success. Some threw themselves 
into the river, and swam towards tbe ship ; those 
who remained on shore threatened to repeat tbefar 
fire, if the passengem made the least resistasoe, 
find levelled their piec^ 'at them. The swimmers 
Succeeded in bringing the ship on shore, and my 
niifortanate friend and bis companions were obliged 
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to land, under tbe contimied howb of tKe Indkast' 
irhicb) faowever, were no ioager the aocenb of ra^^ 
'but shouts of jojy oil aoeount of the sebure of their 
prey. The Indians offered thetti their iiands, which 
in some measure allayed their apprehenmonff. 
Whilst sotne of I4ieir neir maaters were tolating 
their prisoner^, and leading them to the Bhore^ the 
rest were employed in landing the 'merchandise 
Slid stores. Some cot weod^ and a fire was pre- 
sently made. The articles found in &e ship were 
carried to the fire, as wdl as the bodies of the tw€»> 
unfiirtunate persons who had been shot : these they 
oompietely stripped of their clothes, scalped them^ 
and threw them into the river. T4ie scalps were* 
dried by the fire,, to increase the trophies of the' 
tribe* To express the horror of the surviving^ 
aister, or of Mr. Martin, (whose particular friend 
had been one of the victims, j at this dreadfiil sighf^ 
is^ impossible. Mr. Martin and his* two male com«^ 
pahions^ wetie next partly stripped, according to the* 
caprice of those who were near them. The yoaiqp 
woman was not touched,. perha|n from respect to- 
the female sex« Mr. Martin's coat ami waistcoat 
^ere already pulled ofi^, and half hi» sfairti' wfaeir 
line of the Indians,, with an air of authority^, gave 
htm back his shirt,, and reproved him who was 
taking it off: be gave him' also a blanket^, instead* 
of his coat and. waistcoat.. They provided bim^e , 
with Indian shoes, made of: deer-skins,. in exchange^ 
§8$. hisowii, which,.with the rest of the clothes, wera^ 
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pdded to the booty. ' The Indians y^mo\r abbot 

^venty in nvmber, attohgst whpm wene several 

women. Tlieir leader anembkd (hem arooml the 

Sirtj aod, holding the tomahawk in his hand, ad- 

.dr^ssed them in a loag speech, which he delivered 

with great fluency, with gestares . and a tone of 

cntburiasm; looking frequently up to heaven, or 

casting his eyes down to tbeground ; and pointing, 

BOW to the prisoners — now to the river. The 

Indians, who listened to him with the utmost 

attmtion, expressed their applause with accents of 

deep, mournful exclamation. The booty was 

.divided among the diffisrent tribes whi<^b shared 

in this enterprise. . The ^trtbe of the Shawanese 

received three [Hrisoners, Mr. Martin, the young 

-woman, and another of the passengers : the other 

&I1 to the lot of the Cherokees, and was afterwards 

^urnt by them. £very prisoner was given to the 

charge of an Indian, who was. answerable for his 

person. They were not prevented bom the solace 

-ef conversing .with each other. t 

The two men who had decoj ed them on shore 

BOW rejoined the Indians, and were ^severely lev 

preached by those who bad been the wretched 

j^ictinis of' their dissimulation. They pleaded that 

ihey had been compelled to act so, on paio of 

xleath. They said that they had been surprised 

jby the loidians six months before, and had beea 

several times employed on these treacherous 

ex|:cdili0ns.^ The stores fouod on board the 
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T«sel senred the Indians for their meals, in lihick 
they generally allowed the prisoners to partake. ' • 
' riight coming on, every one lay down to rest 
under the trees.* The prisoners were surrounded 
by the tribes to which they wrere each allotted; 
and sirlgly guarded by the* Indians who had the 
charge of them. Mr. Martin was tied by the 
dibowS) and the ^ids of the*mpes.w^ fastened 
io trees^ which istood far asunder,* so that it was 
impossible for him to lie down; yet they did ' not 
ihifik this a sufficient security. Another rope, 
fastened to a tree, was tied round his neck, from 
•which a rattle was suspended, that on the least 
motion would have awakened the whole troop. 
/The rest were treated nearly in the same manner^ 
.The two white spies enjoyed the most perfect 
liberty. Some Indians were stationed on the out* 
side, to observe what was passing in the surrounding 
country. 

• The next morning, the Indians who were posted 
along the banks of the Ohio, reported that a vessel 
mvks dropping down the river. The prisoners were 
ordereil to jbin the other two, who only yesterday 
beguUtol them, in exerting their utmost endeavours 
to decoy the passengers in the ship* on shore. How 
fpower&l is the fear of instant death !>-*a punish^* 
ment with which they were threatened in case of 
refusal or disobedience. They complied, and joined 
their hardened companions in a crime their souk 
abfacmred. Mr. MaAin, however, though compelled 
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Ibr the fyresemitioB of his own life, i6 acoomfNui/ 
the fCBti firiBlj determined not to be gn^ty o£ 
dccasiontng the daipcry, or piobaUe death^ of the 
unsuspecting passengeis on board, bj any voloii^ 
tary action ; and conseqnenlly, neither to make the 
amallest giesture^ nor to speak a vrord. Nor was 
there occasion for his effort . His companions) 
less refined in their feelings, runted themsrives 
io the utmost to excite the ooiiipalssion of those 
on board, trbo^ ivitfaoot the least hesitation, stood 
in toward the shore,.' to» sueoour and rescoe from 
davery thoso whom they thoogkt unfortunate 
Uaptives.^ Scarcely hod they approached within 
a small distance Irom Hie sbore^ ivtiefti the Indians^ 
srho had stolen along behind the bushes, ii»tened 
isp^^ fired, and shot the six persons on board. 
Shouts of victory succeeded to the howls of bar» 
Ixinias rage. The vessel was hauled on shore ^ 
and two of the iU«f&(ed victims, who were not 
quite dead, were immediately dispatched by the 
tomahawk.. Thesis scalps were torn off .and dried,, 
and the booty divicled as before, bat with fewer 
forraalitks. . 

The scouts snon after made sfgnals that thier 
wdiet vessels were in sight. TIm same stratageii. 
^as attem)>t^d, but in vain. The passengers were 
too wary to be decoyed out of their couree. They 
Wtie,. however, so much panic-struck aato abandon, 
one of their vessels, wliich was laden with stores 
and otheK vabial^ arti'des, belonging io seversl 
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fiimilies who had emigrated, in Cbmpany, firom 
Tirginia, to settle in Kentuckj. This was a rich 
ixK>ty . Without distribotfaig the whole, the Indians 
iixed eagerly on some casks of whiskey. They 
drank so largely, that most of them were soon 
intoxicated. Six or seven, to whom were com* 
mitted the charge of gnarding the booty, had been 
ordered, at the beginning of these Bacchanalian 
revels, to drink with moderation ; and they alone 
Tetained the use of their senses. All the rest lay 
1>nried in a profound deep; and among them, the 
leadar of the party and the gnards of the prisoners, 
Mr. Martin's mind was too deeply alfected by 
his dreadful situation to partake of this disgusting 
banquet. Totally absorbed in refiecttng upon 
the dangers and miseries that threatened him, and 
anxiously desirous (tf avoiding them, if possible^ 
lie conceived, that whilst the Indians were over- 
powered by the eifectB of the liquor, he might 
contrive a means of escape. This idea he com*- 
monicated to one of his fellow sufferers, who was 
lying by his side. The vessds were festened to 
stakes along the shore, at a small distance finorti 
them. The success of their sttempt depended 
upon their stealing thither unobserved, throwing 
themselves into the first vessel they slioold find, 
(the night being very dark,) and abandoning her 
to the stream* If they reached the vessel in safety, 
wcceBs seemed aa cettain^ aa instent <Ieaitb if they 
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(iould be diseoreral. Tbe hop66 tllab this scheoie 
had kindled were soon destrojed ; for though tliey 
spoke in soch a tow tone of voioei as seemed hardly 
possible to have been overheard bj an Indian iwho 
lay at a considerable distance, bad be had a thorough 
knowledge of English, yet he arose, and .tied them in 
the same' manner as the night before, without .show* 
ing, however, any sign of passion,* or even speaking 
a word. Separated from each other, and convinced 
that they were. closely watched, even in moments 
when they had iroa^inod themselves to^ be totally 
unguarded, they abandoned themselves to the 
dreadful idea that they were doomed to a state q( 
hopeless misery* The remembrance of all tbey 
bad heaffd of the croelty of the In^ns towards 
tifteir prisoners, opprteed them with constant 
horror. They 6s:pected to be yielded up to the 
grossest iosults,' atid to suffer a lingering, cruel 
death. Tbey considered the Indians, wbo were 
lying around them in a state' of senseless, . brutish 
intoxication, as tbe instruments, of their, future 
tortures. Haunted by these painful ideals, they 
passed (he remainder >of (he night in despair. At 
fcieak of day tbe.surroundiug troop awoke, untied 
4b^r prisoners, aod rene^jed their revels ,wiitU U^ 
i^nifiiad^r of ther whiskey, .Oa the fourth day tbe 
leader oC the band proclaimed his will that the 

» 

expeditio|i should be ended^ and that each tribe 
should iitlurn. tp their, respective homes, which 

were 
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were all situated in the neighbourbood of (he Laka 
Ontario and Erie. Mr. Martin, his wounded com- 
panion, and the joung woman, had fallen to the lot 
of the Shawanese. On the first day's journey, Mr. 
Martin was ordered to lead a cow, which they had 
taken from on board oce of the phmdered vessels* 
The vast booty which formed the sliare of this 
tribe, was in part conveyed on horses found in the 
vessels, and carried by the Indians, who oftea 
loaded Mr. Martin with part of their burden. 
The Sfaawanese halted in a beauliful vale, whcre^ 
under straggling trees, about forty horses were 
grazing, which in the course ,of the expedition 
had been taken from the different traveUers. and 

_ « 

sent to this spot. The cow was killed the first day^ 
roasted, and devoured: what ^as not eaten was 
left behind the next morning, when they set oat to. 
renew their journey. 

The chiefs with eight or. tei) Indians, .mounted tb^ 
best horses, and placing tlie yonng woman upon one 
of them, left tbe troop, in order to reach their vil^^ 
lage before the arrival of the rest. 

Mr. Martin and bis companion were left with 
the remainder of tbe troop, to follow more slowly. 
About twelve tbe troop halted. Tbe game killed bjr 
the huntsmen was dressed ; and tbe time of their 
halting was frequently determined by tbe success of 
the cbace. They smoked their pipes before and 
afier dinner, and then set out again to pursue their 
jouraey^ until about an hour before nigbt-fs^II. At 
; ''this 



this time (bey stopped (o eat (heir evening meaf; 
<hen usually f^moked a pipe, in profound "silence ; 
find aflertrards lay down to rest on hides. During 
<he march, some Indians, generally (he huntsmen, 
formed a kind of van-guard, and others brought up 
the rear, at some distance, to watch whether the 
troop was pursued; for the Indians are as mis- 
trustful as they are vigilant. The main body 
hiarched without any regularity. The van-guard 
deemed charged, in particular, with the care of 
looking for game; no more of which they killed 
fban was required for the next meal* The womeit 
cook the food; having en t it ioNai^ge pieces, they 
ptft it on stakes driven into the ground ; but otr 
Hghtihg thcit fires ib^y are careful not to endanger 
tte neighbouring trees. 

The prisoners took the advantage of the liberty 
of keeping constantly together. Their melancholy 
'Mnversation breathed despair, in consequence of 
liavti^ missed the last favourable o|)portunity of 
"escape; though not wholly unmixed with hope, 
that some unlooked-for accident would present 
ibem with another. Some mistrust was at length 
entertained at their keeping so close to each other, 
Irhich was increased by Mr. Martin's inadvertently 
drawing from his pocket a knife, which he had 
carefuHy preserved, for the purpose of cutting 
the ropes with which he was tied at night, if 
any favourable opportunity should offer. This 
t>ccasioiied their being ngaia searched, and finally 

stripped 
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stripped of their breeches, to preTent them froitl 
secreieing any thing that might facilitate their 
escape. Instead of the clothes that had been taken 
from them, they were supplied with short aprons, 
tied round their hips, and reaching half way down 
their tliiglis. But in order effectually to deprive 
them of the power of concerting measures for re* 
gaining their liberty, the chief ordered the troop 
to separate into two divisions, and one of the two 
prisoners to accompany each. Fellowship in mis- 
fortune had endeared them to each d|her, and the 
separation was inexpressibly painful to txith. Mr* 
Martin felt that fan companion in adversity mtt$ his 
support, bis hope, and the only being with who^ 
be con Id associate ; yet he was deprived of this lait 
resource, and for a time gave hhnself up to gritf 
end apprehension, fiat a wif^ejniaii ddes -not 
long remain in this situation. «Being •blessed witik 
an ifinale '^rmness, selfwposgaision, ' and cheerfbliiei^ 
of temper, be determined to overcome bis fedings, 
and beguile tiie mistmst of his masters by an 
appearance of serenity. Tboo^-^h the hideotkd 
image of a painfal death oAcn dtstressed his mind^ 
he consoled himself with the thought, that n^ 
every prisoner is inev</cably doomed by 'the Indtaite 
to suffer death ; but that soim^times they employ 
their captives to assist them in huntings or ado[it 
them as members of their tribes. 

The sameness of the remahiing journey was not 
chequered by any lumaf kable events. The marches 

were 
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were longer or shorter^ in proportion io the gnme 
tbey killed, to the duration of Ihcir sleep at noon^ 
and to the.delight the^ found in their pipes* But 
their length iBspecialiy depended on the will of the 
chief, and the advice of the conjurors. Their 
dreams frequently alter the direction of their 
journeiys. Is^norance and superstition go hand in 
band, amongst the people of all countries. 

Mr. Martin was treated very capriciously, and 
tometimes beaten without any cause. On one of these 
occasions bis patience forsook him, and he retorned 
the blo^s, with the approbation of the whole troop. 
Tb^ «aid. he bad pfoined himself a man, and that 
none but women submitted to such treatment, with- 
out oppbttlion. Fvom/that time he thought be was 
treated with more respect. f 

la the course of their journey they met a negro 
hden.witb whiskey. He was the slare of an Indian, 
who ^B» bunting in the woods, and bad commis- 
sioned bim'to sell the liquor. The negro soon sold 
bis whole stock, and folbwed the troop, waiting for 
bis master. The Indians baited soon after io enjoy 
.their whiskey with more ease, and to prepare fi»r 
tbeiredtrance into Sandusky, which was distant bat 
a few days* journey, by touching up tlieir colours; 
facb being at liberty to paint himself according to 
bis fancy,, ^cept that they atl, men and womeii, 
wear a certain mark, the badge of thdr tribe, 6a 
their breast or arms: that of the Sfaawanese is a 
jvoJf. The troop was soon joined iby, the negro's 
% i . Y master, 
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master, and shorrty after by two other Indians, who 
took Mr. Martin by the band, and conducted him 
to the chief, whom they seemed to address in a 
suppliant manner. After an hour's^ conversattoni 
of which Mr. Martin \ybs evidently the subject, and 
after the petitioners bad presented two gallons of 
whiskey, Mr. Martin was presented to them, and 
carried off. Every ray of hope now vanished: 
he gaiye himself up to. certain destruction; be 
darcd not, for some time, ask his fate of the negro,' 
who understood English, lest he should betray him/ 
lie moved on in silent and secret despair :' buf being 
no longer able i6 support the torturing idea of un* 
certaiffiy, he at last, with great timidity, applied' to 
the negro, who told hjm, that one of the two Iiidiansi 
to 'whom he no^v belon^d, had some time ago 
krRed one of the Ming6 tribe, and by their laws he 
was bofmd to furnish a person instead of the onie he 
had slain, or be himself surrendered to tb^^' vengeance 
of his family ; that being too poor to buy a prisoner, 
he had prevailed on the Shawanese, by entreatieii 
and the whiskey, to make him a present of their 
newly-taketi prisoner ; and that, therefore, he now 
belonged to the Mingoes, k> whom he would be 
delivered up iu a few days. The prospect of slatery 
was pleasing, compared with tfaedread of tortureand 
death, which he had had constaotly before his eyes. 
He journeyed oh with his new makers fori^verat 
days,:in the same manner as with the former, except 
that lie was not tied at night. Unfortunately, they 

fell 
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fdl in with the Sbawanfse again'; and ihe chief, 
become sober, re^f^ielted bis former generositjr ; and 
being the stronger, from the numbers that accom- 
panied him, compelled the Mingoes to resign Mr. 
Martin to h s former misery and anxiety. Some 
days afler they met an Indian driving a horse laden 
with whiskey, belonging to a tribe residing further 
(o the eastward* The desireof another revel ind uoed 
the qhief to exchange his prisoner for a cask of that 
intiM^ipating liquor. He was once more consigned 
to a new master, who employed him in assisting in 
the chace; and afler litmting some time in the 
woods, carried him to his town, that bordered on 
the eastern side of Lake Ontario, Uet^ he had 
passed several months in captivity, otoapisd in 
menial oflices, though he was not tmated with 
severity. Having gained the oonfidenoe of his 
masters, by his docility and indttstry^ he had 
prevailed on them to suffer him to accontpany 
them on a trading expedition to St* John's, in 
hopes that he might meet with some person who 
woald sympathise with his misfortimes, and re« 
deem htm from the slavery under which he groaned* 
I conid not hear tjiis affecting recital without at** 
tempting to deliver him; but he had/endered him- 
self so useful to his employers, that, after many 
proposes that were rejected, I almost despaired of 
success. At length I prevailed, by the inflnenoe of 
a box of paints, several hundred silver buttons, with 
other ^ver triokiets, and two casks of rum. To 

express 
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express the gratitude and satisfaction that wpre 
shown by Mr. IVIartin is impossible. 1 advanced 
him a sum of money to enable him to make the best 
of his way to Philadelphia, wliere he ^a^ relations 
^ho are persons of the first respectability ; and as 
he appears to be a man of worth, 1' have no doubt 
of receiving remittances Irom him, to reimburse me 
for what I have expended on his account. The 
days which afford such opportunities of succouring 
the distressed, should be recKOaed amongst the 
happiest of our lives. May you enjoy many of 
jthem^ and sutkx none to escape, without tasting the 
exquisite pleasure they aflbrd. 

Yours, &c. 

HENRY FRANKLIN, 



LETTER XXXIir. 
Arthur AfiddUion to bis Brother Edxam. 

* 

Qutbec, 
Mr DEAR Ebwin, 

THE country around St. John's is flat^ 
and almost destitute of trees, from a dreadful fine 
.which destroyed the woods for miles, and has. 
xeudered firing very scarce. 

We 
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We set out frorn tbis'plade in a light waggon^ 
wkicb carried us through a picturesque conntry, by 
tbe town of Chambly, adorned with a fine old castle, 
built by the French, to La Prairie, a small place, 
where we exchanged our vehicle for a bateau, in 
which we erabarksd for Montreal. A bateau is a 
flat-bottomed boat, with sharp ends, particularly 
adapted to the stormy lakes and rivers of America. 

Since we left St. John's^ the face of things bears 
^uite a different aspect, and it is easy to perceive 
that we have enteretl a new territory. The British 
jSag; soldiers on duty; the French inhabitants 
running about in their red night-caps; the children 
saluting you at tbe doors ; (a custom never observed 
in the United States ;) the improved appearance of 
of the houses ; large Roman Catholic churches and 
chapels; priests in their robes; nuns; friars; large 
wooden crucifixes by the road side ; and, above all, 
a universal change of language from English to 
French. In order te account for these alterations, 
I must tell you, that Canada belonged to the 
French, till it was ceded by treaty to the English, 
in 1760; and it is still cliteBy inhabited by people 
of French extraction, who are allowed the exercise 
of the Catholic religion. 

.Montreal is the capital of Upper Canada. It is 
built upoii an island of the same name, in the river 
St. Lawrence, and is surrounded with walls, though 
the suburbs extend far beyond them. The build- 

iDg» 
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ings withiti the walls are composed of a compact, 
dark-coloured limestone^ wfaich whitens in the fire, 
and becomes greyish when exposed to the air and 
sun : those in the suburbs are chiefly wood. The 
lower part of the town, where most of the shops are 
situated, has a gloomy aspect, especially towards 
evening, when the doors and windows are regular- 
ly shut up with sheet-iron shutters, a precaution 
used against fire. This accident has so of^en been 
attended here with dreadful consequences, that 
the inhabitants who can afford it, cover the roofs 
of their houses with tin plates, instead of shingles. 
The streets are tiarrowj but there are two open 
squares ; aud the towri is embellished with several 
churches and convents. The cathedral is a spacious 
edifice, and has five richjy-decorated altars: the 
doors are always open, and numbers of people 
frequent it to pay their private devotions, when 
there is no public worship performed. One Sunday 
that we attended the celebration of high mass, the 
crowd was so great, (hat the steps on the outside 
were covered with people, who continued kneeling, 
with tlieir hats ofl', during the service. It happened 
that there was a grand funeral at this church, at 
the time of our stay in the town. A number of 
priests accompanied it, chaunting prayers, foU 
lowed by little boys in white robes and black 
caps, with wax lights in their hands. These are 
the usual ceremonies for all whose relations can 
afibrd to pay for them. The inhabitants arc 

O lively, 
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lively, polite, and sociable, and live in such 
harmony, that you^would suppose (hey were all 
related. Tbe Island of Montreal is twenty-eigbt 
mUes long. On it are several mountains. .Tbe 
loot of the largest of them is encircled with neat 
coantry bouses, and pretty gardens; and its sides 
are covered with lofiy trees* From this p\w» a 
prodigious extent of country bursts upon tbe 
sight, with the noble river St. Lqtwrcnce winding 
through. On one side flows the river smoothly on, 
after passing down the tremendous rapids above 
the town, where 4t is lAurried, with a jK>ise like 
thnoder, over huge cocks. On the opposite side 
is seen the town^ with its churches, monasteries,, 
glittering spires, and the shipping under its ruined 
walU. 

Mr. Franklin having fojmed the resolution of 
passing the winter at Quebec, and the autumn 
l)ei|ig ^retly much advanced, we again embarked 
on boaid a bafeau, covered with an awning 
stretched over hoops, and sailed down the river 
St* Lawrence. For several leagues below Montreal, 
the bouses are so numerous, that it appears like a 
continued village. These build logs 'are Temarkabiy 
neat; and in each hamlet, be it ever ^o small, there 
is a church : tlie spires are generally covered with 
tip, which, sparkling in the sun, has a pretty efiect 
Ibrough the trees. 

Sordle is a-town standing at the mouth of tbe 
rlv^r of tjie sanrve nq^me, wl«I(rb runf from Lake 

Champiuiu 
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Cliamplain into the St. Lawrence, This (own wa« 
io have been built upon a very extensive scale ; but 
instead of that, it now consists of a fetV indiffi;rent, 
straggling houses. It is principally inhabited by 
subjects of tlie United States, who, being attached 
to the British government, fled hither when the 
Americans became independent: H\ey are chiefly 
employed in ship building. A little beyond Sorelle, 
the river expands to a great breadth, and is sd 
thickly sprinkled with small islands, that it is 
astonishing how large vessels can pass between 
them. This wide part is called the Lac St. Pierre. 
It afterwards narrows, and is nowhere more than 
two miles across before it reach^ Quebec. This 
city, where we have Uked jup our residence for 
two or three months^ is situated on a very lofty 
point of land, at the confluence of the rivers St* 
Lawrence and St. Charles. It is built on a rock 
of limestone, and i^ divided into the upper and 
lower town; the latter stands close to the water, 
and the former on rocks, so steep that they are 
absolutely inaccessible. Thus it is strongly fortified 
by nature and art, the side towards the land being 
defended by stupendous works* The lower town 
is a dirty, confined, disagreeable place, chiefly 
inhabited by traders concerned in the shipping. 
The elevated situation of the upper town renders it 
healthy and pleasant^ though the streets are narrow* 
and irregular* It is the residence of .the governor, 
gentry, and principal merchants. Most of the 

O S houses 
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bouses are rery High, and built wrtli ston^. The 
house the governor inhabits is called the chateau. It 
stands in an open place, on the edge of a precipice 
that can only be ascended by birds. In fine weather, 
during summer, one of the regiments belonging 
to the garjrison parades in this square, and the band 
plays to serenade the gentry, who make it a public 
walk. Opposite to the chateau is a Franciscan 
^lonastery, and near it the Jesuits' college. There 
are also several nunneries; and being a garrison 
town, large .barracks, and an armory furnished 
with ten thousand stand of arms, fancifully dis- 
posed, like those in the Tower of London. 

We have taken our abode in the upper town of 
Quebec, which overlooks the most grand and 
delightful scenery imaginable. As soon as I rise, 
I throw up my window, and cast my eye over 
stupendous rocks, immense rivers, variegated 
forests, cultivated plains, mountains, lakes, towns, 
villages, and shipping; forming' at once a rich 
picture of nature and art. The loftiest part of the 
rock, on which the upper town is built, is called 
Cape Diamond, because spars of a brilliant quality 
arc found in its cavities. This elevated precipice 
rises one thousand feet above the level of the river; 
you need n it be surprised, therefore, tliat the 
pro5p'ct from it is sublime and extensive. Mr. 
Franklin's taste difiers from mine: be prefers the 
view from a point not quite so bigb, because he 

thinks 
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thinks the objects are not seen clearly from the 
prodigious distance between them and the spec* 
tator. 

I often visit, wilh enthusiasm, the spot marked 
by a large stone, where General Wolf expired, just 
as he heard the news that his troops bad gained the 
victory, afid got Quebec into their possession ; an 
achievcMnent that few, possessed of less magnanfmity 
and skill, wouUl have dared to undertake^ and in 
ivbicb still fewer would have succeeded. 

The market people carry their goods in little carts^ 
drawn by dogs, thatf resemble the Newfoundland 
breed, and are wonderfully sagacious and tractable* 
I have already had several rides in a cariole, or 
sledge, drawn by half a dozen of thism yoked 
together; and journeys are often perlbrmed in thia 
manner. In a few weeks you shall hear from me^ 
with a further account of this country. In the 
mean time, believe that I am always, affection- 
ately, 

Yours, 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 



Arthur MidMeton to his Brother Edwin. 



MorUrtaL 

OUR stay here, and id Quebec^ has ena- 
bled me io.calieoi many particulars of Ciuiada, aiid 
tte manners of ks inhabilants ; especially as mc 
have made several excursions from the town. It 
is necessary you shotild know that the British pos- 
sessions in North America are divided into Upper 
and jUower Canada, New Bruaswici^, aiid Nova 
Scotia^ The two fiist aie governed by a viceroy^ 
deputx;d by the king of Great Britain; and two 
houses of legislature, one hereditary, the other 
clectiTc; the former corresponding to our House 
of Lords, the latter to our house of Commons, 
Upper Canada is divided into the four districts of 
Detroit, Niagara, Kingstone, and St. John^s. 

The defence of the country is entrusted io (he 
inhabitants, every male being a militia-man, from 
fifteen to fifty, except those who are employed in 
the public offices of government; and the Quakers, 
the Dunkers, and the Baptists, whose religious 

principles 
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principles forbid them to foHow the proFession of a 

soldier^ who are fined a sum of money, in lien of 

the service that would otherwise be required of 
them. 

. Every religion is tolerated. The Roman Catliolic 

. prevails most ; though government favours that of 

the church of England. 

Servants are esttremely scarce, as most of those 
who come from Europe obtain lands, and so be* 
come farmers; therelbre, the regalation that giveis 
freedom to all negroes the moment they arrive iii> 
Canada, is as wise as it is humane. 

Lower Canada is very productive in small grain,^ 

•mall fruits^ and i^rden vegetables of every de« 

■cription. Currants, gooseberries, raspberries, and 

grapes, grow wikl. Tlie raspberries arc particularly 

fine, and abound in the woods ; but the grapes ve^ 

quire tbe gardener's care to bring them to perfec<* 

tion. Tobacco also thrives well ; and that grown in 

this country is esteemed for its peculiar mildii^. 

The variety of trees in the foresls of Canada is sur* 

prising, and highly pleasiiig to an adhoirer of the 

works of creation; there being oaks, elms, ashes^ 

pines, ay camores, chesmits, wahiuts, of each teveral 

ipeciBs, besides otl>ers not so well k6own. TKe s^gar 

maple grows in all parts of the country, and is a 

very useful tree ; as not only sagar may be made 

from it, but Vinegar, table beer, and an excellent 

spirit* The country people pierce these trees with 

an augur, and put a vessel beiieatb^ to catch the 

O 4 sap 
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sap as it falls, ^bich tliey refine by boiling (ill it is 
converged into sugar ; and a sufficient quantity is 
procured to nearly supply tbe inhabitants, wbd 
seldom use any other. 

Manufactures not being yet arrived at great per- 
fection, the imports from Euro()e chiefly consist in 
earthenware, hardware, the more elegant articles of 
household furniture, sationery, leather, grocery, 
i¥ines, and spirits : in return for these things, the 
Canadians export furs in immense quantities, wheaf, 
flour, flax seed, pot*ash, timber, staves, and lum- 
ber, dried fish, oil, gensing, and various medicinal 
drugs* 

A considerable portion of the lands in Lower 
Canada is in the possession of seigniors, who may 
be compared to thriving farmers in England ; but 
the peasants who cultivate their estates are their 
vassals, and, in many respects, are dependent upon 
them. 

When the country was yielded td the English, it 
was agreed that the Roman Catholic religion should 
continue to he tbe profession of the people at large; 
conseqi^ntly, convents, nuns, ^and friars, with the 
other peculiarities of a catholic country, are^o be 
seen here in all their formalities ; amongst others^ 
huge wooden crucifixc^s are common, by tbe road 
side, some of them richly ornamented and painted* 
The superstitious people call them Boffs DieuXy 
and pull off their hats and make a reverend obeis- 
ance to these posts, at which I cannot forbear 

smiling ; 



smiling ; thonghmy good friend reproves me for ity- 
hy saying that I ought to respect the intention of ^he 
most absurd act of devotion, and pity the ignorance 
of the devotee. 

, The female French peasants are generally very' 
pretty ; and their beauty is improved by the taste- 
fulness of their summer dre-^. Most of them wear' 
a boddice of blue or scarlet, without sleeves> a' 
petticoat of a diflferent colour,- and a straw hat; 

^ They look old early, which is attributed to their 
working. too hard, their husbands leaving many 
fttiguing employments to them. But io m<^ke them 
amends, they are persons of great, consequence iw 
the family;, for a Canadian never makes a bargdia* 
without consulting his wife. This probai)ly arises^ 
from the superior learning of the womeD)<»firtIf^y^ 
are better taught than the men,.wh9«eldom are able 
to readier write. Both sexes. ai» generally very- 
cheerful, and are fond of dancing and singing,^ 
which, are favourite amusements^ even amongst^ 
the. lower classes^ L believe that the menare the-* 
most dexterous . managers of bateaux; in the world^^ 
in rapid rivers. .. But for our confidence in the skill' 

• of the boatman,, we- should have given onrseli^es' 
up at the .strong ^current that hurried us tbrouglp 
the midst of largq rocks with precipitate violence, -^^ 
jpst as • we .approached . Montreal^ We seeraed< 
erery moment oii'. tlie point of being dashed ' io* 
pieces. Tbc^,. however, brought us safe over** 
The, canoes thdt are used in the driver ^. Lawr^n^r 
... 05 ares.' 



998 

i^tt ooriavd J €Oiiitiiietei of the haik ^ the burc]i« 
ifotj which grows to a very lar^ siie in the move 
nocthera part of the country. This bark resembhs 
that of the cork tree, and is so flexible, it may be 
rolled up like a pieoe of cloth ; so that the Indians, 
when they go a httnting, pvovide themsdires with 
spine of it, to make a cOTering for a temporary 
but. The canoes are formed wilh ribs made of 
thick, toagh rods, coTered with this bark, ami are 
of different siaes; some of them holding one man 
oaly, and others twenty. Unless people are used 
to these frail ressels, they are easily oreiset; for 
they are so light, that two mea are not qverioaded 
by carrying one, of a moderate sixe, on their 
shooMers ; and so swift, that they lea?e the best 
ked4xMit behind them. 

The most common carriage in Lower Canada is 
a cabsb^ which is a sort of one-horse chaise that 
hohte two people, besides the driver, whos^tsona 
box placed over the foot-board. On each side of 
the carriage is a little door, which serves as an 
entmoce, and, when shut, is convenient to prevent 
any thilig from lalliog out. The harness b clnnqr, 
studded with brass nails, and decorated with small 
bells, that make a most disagieeable jii^le. During 
th^ sevase frosts, sledges are frequently used, and 
f6irmafavotirite.divenioo. They are of two kinds, 
covered Aiid openr the covered sledge is like the 
body of a chariot, covered all over with far, and 
put upon Iwo itod ruittierB,. shaped like a pair of 

skates^ 
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skiifeR; theop^n sledge varies in shape, accordiD|^ 
tb t\\e sta((* of the owner^ aftd is oflen very hand* 
sotneljr decorated. Those belonging to the gentry 
are drawn by one or two horses, placed like those 
in a tandem; and the ladies who ride in them are 
generally dres$;ed superbly, in the most valaabie 
Ain. These sledges glide over the snow with sncV 
swiftness and so little noise, that, to prevent acci*- 
dents, they are obliged to give notice of their 
aippixKicb, by belts attached to the harness, xn* by-^a^' 
born soanded before them. 

Though the cold is so intense^ t do not suflfer 
itiore from it than I did in England ; for wb'en I gcr> 
abroad I am covered from head to foot with fur. . 
My cap is so^ contrived that nothing btit my eye»- 
and nose is to be seen ; and every part of oor housa 
is^ warmed with stoves. Ohr doors and^windows 
are double ;. so that no cold air can enter to incom* - 
mode us.. The heat and cold ffre both felt in the 
extreme in C&nada^ but the climate is not subject 
to such sudden changes, .in the same day^ as in4he 
Ignited States^ The snow generally begins to iilU 
in November, when itis dbagreeably cold and raw,, 
and the sky is dark and lowering; by the middto: 
of December the sky clears,. and the frost sets in;>^ 
and for six weeks- there is seldom any alfemtion^ 
This is the season of gaiety and pleasure, as we* 
have most agreeably experienced.. Musio^ dancing,, 
skating, and social piurfies^ enliven every- day, and 
make us disregaal thejcold and the sno^. Ditring 

O & this 
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this long frost, w6 returned, in a sl^ge, to Montreal, 
Wc ^ere three clays' on the road ; but we were 
wrapped in our fur pelisses, and defied the riifouts 
of the northern sky. The veather was remarkaUj 
clear, the roads as hard as a rock, and the froal 
on the trees glittered like a forest of diamonds. We 
glided as swift as an arrow, and on bur arrival weie 
welcomed by our Criends with that warmth of heart 
mid socmbility that renders every place cbarnMUg* 
In this pleasing society* we have passed the winter; 
but a rapid change, that has within a' few days 
taken place, warns us that our departure is not 
very distant. : The' snow has dist^ppeared ; the 
fields, clothed with the richest verdure, bear the 
appearance of spring; and the trees alre^idy display, 
a beautiful foliage of rich tints, 

Montreal is the grand mart for the fur trade; the 
skins of various animals, collected by the Indians, 
being brought thither from a vast distance, •al^ng: 
livers and kikes, and then are transported to Europe. 
I have bespoke a fine black bear-skin, to ,make a 
muff for my mother, which I hope she will wear 
for my sake. The skins of beaversj otters, martins, 
^d wild cats, are called fine peltry; but those 
cargoes are termed mixed peltry, when, with the. 
finer sorts, are packed wolves, foxes, bufi&loes>. 
deer, and bears. 

One of our rides was iQ the river Montmorenci^ 
that unites with tlie !Ft. liawrence, about seven. 
icUea below Quebec. , Tbo^couatry through whif^h 

w ^ it 
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ii passes is wiid) and thickly wooded ; and its course 

lies over a bed of broken rooks, till it comes to the 

ViRk of a precipice, down which it descends in 

one uninterrupted fall of two bundled and forty 

feet : the water seems, io reach the bottom slowly, 

and has^he appeartince of snoW, as it is received in 

a natural . bason 'offopk; and the spray, when the 

sun sUines^ reflects the most vivid tints. The 

cataract of fiai Chandeere has a very different 

i^pect, Jt^ul is not less beautiful. It is not half 

t}ie bei^^ht of that of Montmorenci, but it is two 

hundred and fifty feet wide; and the banks are 

oovered with the ^rande^ forest tiees, and fortn^ 

amidst .the pilfs of broken rocks that lie scattered 

aground, some of the most romantic views imaginable. 

My letter is already too long, yet it will not be 

ooiBplete, unless I add. a few particulars of our 

jcnuneyfrom Quebec to Montreal. At the first 

post-house, our driver,' with his hair in a queue, 

bonitd up with an eei-skin^ announced our arrival 

by a loud crack of .bis whip, which brought out 

the post-ftiaster and all his family to the door to 

welcome i(s. The old lady was very stylish, in a 

c]ose French, cap.' She gave us a good breakfast, 

of which we stood, greatly in need. The road.runs( 

iposlly along the banks of t}ie St. Lawrence, pre*. 

sfat^ng the same vieyys of neat little towns and 

tillages, we so much admired from the water, ia 

oar passagett^ Quei^ec. In tiie first forty miles ive 

were qf)en ;gfatifie^ .\vUb prospects of great sub- 

Umity. 
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limif jr. In some piftoes the iihmetiM riter, like a 
lake confined between ranges of mountains, seemed 
to roll under our feel ; ^nd the largest merchantmen^ 
as we looked down from the steep banks, appeared 
no bigger than fishing boati. We took refresli- 
ment at a town called Trois Riviires, from its 
situation on the shore of the St* Lawrence, chise to 
the mouth of the river St. Maurice, the largest 
of thirty rivers that fall into the St. Lawrence, on 
the north*west side alone, between Quebec and 
Montreal. This river is divided into three streams, 
by two large islands, just before it is lost in the 
nighty St. Lawrence. The lo\in is not large; 
the streets are narrow, and many of the bouses are 
built only of wood t but we were so well amused 
at the convent of St. Ursuie, th«t we disregarded 
the meanness of the town# We first entered the 
chapel, the doors of which open to the street,, 
under a porch. It is very lofty, but not exiensive. 
Opposite to tlie entrance is the altar, which is 
richly ornamented ; on each side of it is a lattice, 
the one leading (o an apartment allotted for sick 
nuns, the other connected with the cborur of the 
chapel. Here we were desired to ring a bell. 
Upon this the curtain within the lattice was drawn 
back, and we discovered an apartment surrounded 
with nuns, and furnished with an &ltar. Hear which 
kneeled several nuns, dressed in black stuff gowns, 
with white handkerchief spread over their shoal- 
ders, and drawn close up to tlie throat; to these 

were^ 
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-were joiaed a kind of hood of white linen, that 

covers half the forehead, the temples, and ears* 

£ach of (hem had, besides, a flowing veil of black 

gauze; andasilrer cross hang from the breast. 

The works of these sisters, in birch bark, embroi« 

dered with elk hair, dyed of the most brilliant 

colours, are very ingenious: of these materials they 

make pocket-books, work>bags, dressing-boxes, 

models of Indian canoes, and a variefy of the 

warlike weapons used by the Indians. Strangers 

are expected to porchase some of thera, which I 

did wiiliagly, and shall send them by thf first 

opportunity to Catherine and Lonisa, as spcci*. 

mens of the art. Besides works of fancy, these 

good sisters employ themselves in attending on 

tke sick in the hospital, which is close to the 

convent. 

Here I will dose this long epistle, and for the 
ptesent bid yoo adieu. 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 
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LETTER XXXV. 



Arthur Middleion to kis Brother Edwin* 

Kingston: 

Mr DBA a Boy, 

IT is said, <^ the eye is not satisfied with 
seeing/' which may be truljr applied tou^; for after 
the vast extent we halve traversed, and the variety 
that has occurred in (he ccmn« of our peregrinations, 
I could not tieliold a party of Moatreal dealers in 
fui8, set off for. an expedition to the distant lakes 
that lie towards the Pacific Ocean, without an. 
ardent desire .to share th^lr ftdveAtur^s, whatever 
difficulties they might encounter. Mr. Frapldini 
was not loiig in yieldid]^ tp.ray importunities; but 
choosing to visit the celebrated Falls of Niagara, we 
took a different course, and agreed to meet them at 
Machillimackinack. We accordingly embarked at 
Cliinc, a small, pleasant village about nine miles 
biglier up on tiie island, to avoid the strong rapids 
just above Montreal. Here are very extensive store- 
houses, belonging to the king of England, where 
the presents for the Indians are deposited. On the 
opposite side of the river stands the village of the 
Cockenonaga Indians, chiefly consisting of a few 
.* / log- bouses,. 
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log-houses, and a Roman Catholic churcli, gaily 

adorned with pictures, lamps, and other finery, to 

attract the attention of tbese people. When the 

"wind was favourable, wc used our sails; when 

otherwise, tlie boatmen were oblii^ed to take to their 

oars; a labour that they always cheer with a song, 

in which every man of them joins, whether his 

voice be melodious or not. A ^tr mg current, at 

times, obliged them to keep as close as possible to 

the shore, and push the ba eau alon^ with light 

poles, headed with iron They are (.ften ob ged 

to rest from this exertion, when they seldom fail 

to fill their pipes, which they keep constantly in 

their momhs; for a French C<inadian without it, is 

a rare si^rht. On one part of the river, called the 

Lake of St. Louis, our vessels were covered with 

swarms of little white insects, rather larger than a 

gnat, but of such a delicate texture, that they 

crumble to powder with a /ouch. We passed the 

first night on a small island named Perot, at the 

mouth ot* tlie Utawas river. Here I enjoyed a novel 

scene. After oar boatmen had secured the little 

fleet of bateaux, they divided themselves into small 

parties, and kindled fires along the shore, that they 

nii^ht cook their victuals for the next day, and 

keep themselves warm during the night. These 

men are so hardy,. that in fine weaither they sleep 

on the bare grass, with no other covering than a 

short blanket ; and when it is stormy they shelter 

themselves with a«ail,^ or a blanket spread against 

the 
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ibe vvind, over a few poks stiicic ivHo ^he ground. 
J envied tlicir independence, and tried, one ni^ht, 
to imitate it, but 1 got a tri4nniing cold. The 
next day we crossed (be U(awas, in order to ^aia 
the moulli ok the south-west branch of the St. 
Lawrence. The riv i at th's place rushes down 
into the lake over itnroea&e rooka, with sach im- 
petuosity', and lite breakers rufi so high, that I fully 
expected our bateaux would be qverset, or filled 
with water. The dexterity of our boatmen, how- 
cyer,;got4is safe throi^h tiKse rapid.^i as tfeey are 
properly named, for boata are carried down the 
stream at the rate of ^fieen miles an hour* Ascend* 
isg the stream was, oa tin* conttary, ik> tedious, 
lliiat Mr party were put oa sb«rey deterttiitiifig to 
proceed on <bot, till the bateau^ had passed thU 
difficait riavigatioti. We fot a comtortaMe'diAoef 
ID the Englitih &fy e, al a neat tavern, kept by aa 
English woman, in the pretty village of Ahe Hill of 
Cedars. Ttris evening the baleaujiL were drawn up 
for the sight, at the foot of the hill of the lake, and 
we pitched our tent on the edge <^f a wood, at a little 
distance from the river. I was fiitigued, aad slept 
as soundly as if I bad been oa a bed of down. The 
|iext qiornii^ we en^iered the Lake St. Francis, 
about twenty-five nules long; and landed on the 
Isle aux Raisins, named so from the abuQciance of 
wild vines that grow upon it. The Indians, who 
possess if, were very friendly, aod sold us some 
Wfld ducks and fre»h«caught fish, for a trifle. 

Night 
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JN^ight ailer night we passed much in the same 
manner, omriT (he slielter of our tent, which did 
not secure us from (he effec(s of a dreadful hurri« 
cane, a((eii(led with torrents of rain that drenched 
us (o (he skin. 

Some of our friends were excellent shots : when 
ygve went on shore to aroid the rapids, of which we 
passed several, they mostly carried their guns, and 
killed a numl)er of wood-pigeons, except l3eing 
smaller, vj?ry much like those we have in England. 
Having passed (lie las/t rapid below (he mouth of the 
OswetiTA^chee, the mo6t.consifl;Tab!e of those ri^^^rs 
within the territory dat fulls into the St. Lawrence, 
the cnrreru became gentle, and we entered the Lake 
of a Thousand Islands. The mulfiplictty of smali 
kicts that cover its surface gives it this name. They 
vary in size, from several miies round to a spot not 
big>rer than our boat. Ail of them are covered with 
wood ; and many pf them are guarded by rocks, 
and crags of fantastic shapes, that rise to a con- 
akleralj^e height above the water. 

Nothing can exceed the beauty and variety of 
prospects this lake afTord^. In ^ome parts, our 
bateaux seemed to be hemmed in by islands, whose 
rich foliage hung over the water. Between the trees 
were the hunting encampments of the Indians, when, 
on a sudden, a narrow passage led us into the open 
lake. After enjoying these cver-dianging views, 
Wc were landed at Kingston, a garrison town of 

great 
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greaf trnde, situaied at the moutit oT a ^leep hay^ 
at the iiurth-eastern extremity of Lake Ontario. 
Jiviorc I proceed, I must eatreat yon to cast your 
eye on the map, and trace the course of the mighty 
St. La\« fence. At its outh, it is ninety miles 
wide; and it is n:ivi«TabIe, for shi^is of the line, as 
fur as Quebec, a distance of four hundred miles 
from the sea. If we consider that immense body 
of water that flovvs from Lake Winnipic, through 
the Lake of the Woods, Lakes Superior, Erie, 
Huron, and Ontario, down to the sea, as one 
continued stream, it must excite our woader and 
admiration. 

After introducing to your attention an object so 
sublime and noble, which must naturally raise, your 
mind to the omnipotence of its great Author, I 
shall conclude i as all common topics must, ail^ 
this, appear trifling and insignificant. 

Adieu, my dear brother. Youns, &c. . 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 
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LETTER XXXYI. 



Arthur Middleton to his Brother Edwin. 

Niagara, 

My deah Edwin, 

WE took a few clays' rest at Kingsfon : 
(he ground near the cify rises with a gefille swell, 
and forms, near the lake, a sort of aniphitbeatre of 
lands, cleared, but not yet cultivated. A few of 
the houses are built of stone and brick, but the 
generality are only of wood. The barracks are a 
stone edifice, surrounded with palisadoes. King- 
ston is a kind qf mart for the goods brought up the 
St. Lawrence, for the supply of the upper country; 
here tbey are deposited in stores, (the Araericaa 
name for warehouses,) till they can be exported 
across the lakes. A great number of furs also are 
collected in this town frora the country beyond the 
lakes; and some are brought in by the Indians 
who hunt in the neighbourhood. 

Having taken a full survey of this town, Mr. 
Franklin bargained with the aiptain of a large 
vessel bound for Niagara, for the use of the cabin ; 
and, on the signal of a fair wind, we embarked fcyr 
crossing Lake Ontario, the most easterly of the 
four lakes, through which the boundary line passes, 

that 
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lliat separates <be United Slates from the province 
of UpixT Canada. It is two hundred and tvienfy 
miles in length, and, in the broadest part, seventy 
wide. Our vojasje was exactly the same as if 
we had been on the ocean, for the shores being 
generally flat and sJindy, we were inostly out of 
sio^ht oi land ; and this lake being less subject to 
storms than the others that are near it, tiie passage 
was calm and prosperous. As we approached the 
town of Niagara, often called Newach, we admired 
the handsome ap|x?arance of the fort. Here wc 
were put asliore, and soon entered the town, which 
IS one of the principal of Upper Canada, and the 
centre of the gentility of the province. . The houses 
for the common people are mostly of wooc4, but 
those designed for the residence of the officers of 
government aie very handsome buildings. It 
stands on the western bank of the river of the 
same name, in a very pleasant situation ; but it 
is miserably unhealthy, the inhabitants being 
very subject to the ague, as I have unfortunately 
experienced during the last three days. I have 
had two violent fits of it. I am now swallow- 
ing doses of bark every two hours, in hopes of 
preventing a return of it. Agues and intermittents 
are very prevalent in many parts of America, par- 
ticularly where the land has been lately cleared 
of wood ; which is attributed to the vapours that 
rise from the eavth when first turned up, which 
has never before been cultivated. I hope I shall 

$oon 
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toon recover my health, as in many of our wan- 
derings I am obliged to fast as well as feast, and 
have no opportunity f'>r iiidulgeice. Though 
there is no regular marki^t a( this place, we fare 
Mclh yesterday we had a haunch of venison, and 
salmon, for dinner; both purchased from an 
Indian, who gladly exchanged tliem for a boUle 
of rum and a loaf uf bread. Lake Ontario, and all 
the rivers that fall into it, abound with excellent 
salraiea, and many different kinds of «aU-water fish, 
which come up the river St. Lawrence; ns well 
as a great variety of those kinds that live in fresh 
water, its own natural inhabitants. The Indians, 
whose chief occupation^ besides war, is fisliing 
and huntings have a curious meUiod of taking the 
£sh in (his lake. Two men go at night on these 
expeditions, in a canoe : the one sits in the stern, 
and paddles the boat along ; and the other stands 
with a spear in his band, over a flambeau placed in 
the head of the canoe. The light attracts the fish ; 
they crowd on all sides of the canoe; and the 
spearsman, accustomed to the business, strikes 
them with such dexterity, that he seldom misses his 
aim. 

The day and hour being fixed for our visit to 
the famous falls, we mounted our horses early, and 
set out pn our e;cpedition. I must confess, my im« 
patience was so great, I was often ready to leave the 
company and advance before them. Though good 
manners restrained me from this indulgence to my 

own 
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own feelings, my altention was cntirclj engrossed 
with watching for the first glimpse of the Mfbite 
column of mist that rises over the cataract, and 
listening to the roar of (he in^petuoiis torrent; but 
I could perceive neither, till we approaclied with- 
in a mile of the place, though Captain Toddrel, 
a gentleman in our company, assured us that he 
bad himself heard the tremendous sound, at the 
dbtance of forty miles, and seen the white cloud 
hovering in the air, still further ofF. These appear- 
ances depend upon the state of the atmosphere, 
which at this time was unfavourable to our wishes. 
At length we attained the point so earnest ly desired: 
the grand spectacle appeared before us in all its 
majesty. The river, closely hemmed in by the 
rocks on the right, encroaching upon its channel, 
branches into two arms; one of which flows along 
the bank formed by these rocks; and the other 
arm, which is far the most considerable, being 
separated by a small island, runs straight on to 
the left, and sweeps through a capacioiis natural 
bason of stone, which it fills with much ibam and 
noise. Its course being obstructed by other rocks, 
it makes a turn, and with redoubled violence niocts 
the other branch; and their united force rushes 
down a perpendicular ledge of rocks, one hundred 
and sixty feet high, partly hollowed out by the 
incessant impetuosity of the falling current. Its 
width is nearly equal to that of the channel of 
the river, the uniformity of which is only in- 
terrupted 
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^errupted by the islnnd I mcntionfd before, ^btch 

separates the two arms, rest^ aoshaken on its rocky 

basis, and seems, as it were, to swim between the 

two streams, Whicti rush atoiioeiiito this stupendous 

chasm* Picture io 3 ourselves w bat a mighty torrent 

that must be which proceeds from the united wafers 

of the Lakes Erie, Michigan, $t. Clair, Huron, and 

Superior, and the numerous rivers tiiat empty 

themselves into these hikes, and j^ou will form some 

feint idea of the v»st body of waters tluit incessantly 

supplies this astonishing cataract, which tumbles 

down perpendicularly on the rocks. 

The colour of the water is at times a dark green, 
at others a foaming^ white*; brilliant in all ]3Brts, 
and displaying a thousand hues, according to the 
effects of the rays ef the sun, the time of day, the. 
state of the' air, the force of the wind, and the 
colour of the sky* The water that reaches the 
}x>ttom, obstructed in its fall by fragments of rodk, 
is in violent agitation, cjntintfatly spouting, and 
foaming, and throve ing on shore logs of wood^ 
bodies of trees, boats, and wrecks, which tiie 
stream has swept away in its course. The noise, 
agitation, irregularity, and rapid descent of the- 
stream, continues seven or eight mil»; nor cab 
the river be sa&ly passed in a boat till it teaches 
Queenstown, nine miles from the falls. — But to 
proeeed. Captain Toddrd, who is well acquaint^ > 
cd with every part of these stupeadouf fails, led us 
fiivt to the toink of a. deep, hoUow place^ sttt-foumled 
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ipri)VlArge4rQos, ffomtOie |k|1(dii» of which rise tbkJc 
i^Iumc^ of whilisli iQisti TiiscBiblif^ the smoke, of 
t^iuurning w«r(b». Hcrq ym. folUmed him down a 
^eep bank^ for ffly yards, whicb led us (o a inarsby 
piece of gfou?i(i CQVi^red with bushes; thence lie 
qsndiU/cted i^ to Um^ Table Roolci wlitch stands to 
t}ie front of the goeoi f^li^ aad rises focty ieet aboFe 
it*. How. shall I cxpness my sensaiions whco arrived 
at this spoil For sqioe lime I was lost .in wonder ; 
hilt collecting roy thoughts) the sublime images 
hefore me cxcUcd p sort of devotional awe, and raised 
emotions of adoratioi^ to tjiat Infinite. Power, by 
^boni the mighly torrent was created. Mr, FraiiMin 
f^lt the #uni?t impressions; nor- vfw he ashamed to 
qoflfov thqa»>fbeforQ all tbp company, Frpm this 
poipt. wc^ enjoyed an uninterrupted view, of the 
tiEeipepdou^ ifapids above the fulls; aad of die 
swfounduig: ^b^ones, cpvered with thick woods* 
c;Qni|)p9ed of trees of various shades. A few yards 
h^io^v^our &et rolled the Horse-shoe Fall> dashing 
i^s. watery. with frightful impetuosity: at a.dis- 
tance^ QUaiir^leftband^ we beheld the fall of Foot 
l^ahthnper; and* if we got courage tp cast oUr.ejM?s 
hai4£a|(b9:WoJo6ji#d. perpendicularly dcmrn. in to (ho 
frighl(nlfts<|Iph» agitated by the tteoKendotts ,wli»rl- 
potil $piicasiooc^) by du^iiumblinj^ cataract* -Here. 
w« oejtiuned. some, houra; for how cofkidi we bid 
adifiUf Am. i ha kxiA tim^, pot suohi ai sf^cjat^icle f. Uku 
day I '>«^^ £if ispfttlt; If ungeir aad ialigu^ indudxL mm . 
tft liotuRtt to ^niiic}i^fieitt<iti ^ve^o. i» tho ineigjiboniw. 
>i,... 't hood, 



IibO(>, determined to repatr'ngaiit td the Rltsy a(t aiii' 
carfy hour in rtre friotning, <vhen our friendly gttkfd' 
took: its ty Hfibthet pofrit^of- view, whence we ha!*«i^ 
rtbsf btsiufrtf 'And su'bKme pr(Wjx*et of t\it nfhofei 
cttfcifftd ait'oifde: Aftet Which, ' wilB ineipresSbW 
fatigut, danger, and dffficnlty, we scrambled to ih^ 
bottom of the cataract, by means oiF perpend iculaif 
steps, cut out of trpes, carfeirns, and projecting' 
rocks, the* sfca^teired fragments of wt^ich warned US' 
to late heed ro oiir steps. When- we reached 'the' 
bottom, a new and awfuf scene was' presented before' 
us : huge prfes of misshapen rotfts, overgrown witfr 
pines and cedars^ projected from the cliff over oui* 
^Bcads, and seemed to threaten us with instant de»* 
striiction. Many of the largd trees grow with their 
heads Hbwn'Wfcirds, being suspended by the roots, 
from Ihc drags' wh'idi hnd g^vtfn way. 

Having reached flitf ' margih ^of the rfvcr, we' 
proceeded along the strand, towards the Great 
Fair. ^ Here we "saw vast nnrabers of dead bodies' 
of diflferrfnt stnimafe, thrown to the sutftce of thd* 
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\tafer^;-»^fKhcs> squirrefe,' foxeis, &c. that had bdefii' 
cttiil66t kSVajr by thc-Violcnde of the' current ab6ve' 
the?*Als, and pitclpitated^ into the gulph beneath* 
Birds of prey hover on the shore, atid feast oH 
these carcases. Witti cautious steps we followed? 
our conductor: over rug^ crags, niade sHppeiy' 
by the continual moisture from the spray; somc*^ 
times we \f ere obliged to creep on hands and Iltk^ 

* ' * * 

through lorfg, dark holes,' where tbdrti are pd^siigdA^ 

P2 between 
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hetmcen the torn np rocks and trees ; at last, we 
approached the ?ery foot of the Great Fall^ whtcb 
ruabes like a wa(cr->spout, .from. the. edge of apro- 
joctnog rock* Birbiod it are large, boUow ,ca4rerasy 
worn away by the conttnuai force of tlie ivaten* 
Emboldened, as I became fainiliartzed with the 
scene, I ventured behind this aaiazing sheet of water, 
but 1 was near paying/or iny raslin^oss- arith my iiie: 
the whirlwind that always rages at tbe bo|tioai of 
the cataract, deprived me of breath* I was stunned 
with the (remeudous roar, and was on the point of 
&Iling senscjl^ into the awful chasm, when Mr. 
Franklin, with great resolutbn and presence of 
miod, naade one iosiantaneoos efSirt to snatch me 
from the threatened^ dcstvuction, and fortunately 
succeeded in catphing Jiojd of the flap of mjr ooat, 
by which he dragged. f9e kpm my sitoal^. I was 
some time before I caine, to. myself. This happy 
eBCQjpe will teach me not to expose myself so care- 
lesdy in future* 1 was tolerably recovo'ed jby haif 
ag^ of brandy;- tl\9|ugh i,cpuld not divest fpyself, 
the {f hole day, from a^^roe of hoi:r9r»{faa if i was 
still filing into thegolph. ^-t^ ^li&f{)ottom pf tiic. 
Horsc*shoe Fail we observed a white subsitance 
adhering to the rocks, exactly like froti^ petrified. 
I put several pieces of it into .my pocket, to add to 
Qur., collection of natural (:urio6ities., Neither tbe 
cataract, nor .ther river abpye it, are froeen in the 
severest winters; but a$.^|i^, flakes that contribute 
their^ waters to it are». eaoroious flakes of ice rush 

; constantly 



'Sir 

cofisfaiitljr down (he falls, when the thaw sett in, and 
are piled at the bottom to a gr&it heighf, in huge 
irregotar masses^ resembling the columns of a palace; 
which must greatij add to the grandenr of the scene, 
particularly when the sun shining on them reflects 
a tbOUtond^ccAottirsI and causer them to glitter lilte 
diamonds* Having brought some refreshments in 
a basket, we did not Chink of ascending the cliff till 
the sort was going down, when we had the unex- 
pected gratification of beholding one of the iakast 
perfect and (n't lltant rainbows displayed in the spray 
that was rising from (he fall. 

The rirer from whicli- this snblmse cataract takes 
its name, connects the two lakes, Erie and Ontario, 
together, by a course of thirty *six railet, which it 
runs partly o?er a bed of rock between tbera. 
Being extremely exhausted by the fatigues of the 
^myf and our minds deeply impressed by the sfo^ 
pandous objects we bad been viewing, we retired to 
rest, full of the rao^t sublime ideas of the pbwer, 
wisdom, and goodness, of the Deity. Adiea. 

4 • • • * 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 
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of (he falls, we made; several ;|^U«sa^t ^fK9^XBipM$ 
^rpugj) (UflcT^iil parUviif ti^eadj^Os^t ccMuiirj; 
i({|cl ^:w€ had lirvp we^itKer, ei^yod the wild, 
wo^]\i\^ ^^fo^^e^Uy flffonk^ by t^e v^ely (^ 
inour^tains, vallrp;, an<rwoods« li^f>\kK lYaiks, w^ 

aq tMAn4(^4 ^V^Hi t^rpis; pfbe^ ^JtMabing tb^ 
Lighe^t Ures, .V» DUi^&^it of birds and §qRirwte, 
upon which they principally fe^. These climbers 
ave seveiial fi^llong, aiid ilie upper part of the 
body is black and scaly. Wherever they appear, 
they carry terror with them ; even to the winged 
inhabitants of high trees, who seem to have no 
power to escape from their devouring jaws. I have 
watched them several times : after they Jiave fixed 
^heir eyes on an animal, they become motionless^ 
except turning their head sometimes to the right, 
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and so/kiettriies to the left, bitt stiH'keep tfieir eyt 
invariably directed to the object. The distracteSl 
-victim^ conscious of its danger, instead of flying 
from its enemy, seems to be held by some invinclblfe 
power; it screams^ draws nigh, then goes io n Itttlfc 
distance, and after skipping about with unac* 
countable agitation, actuaUy rushes into the jaw^ 
of the snake, who swallows it up, after havfrr^ 
covered it with a slimy gltie, to make it slide more 
-easity down his throat. In one of our rambles Vre 
vere struck by a strange sort of rustling noise; 
and, on examining l^hence it proceeded, we beheld 
two large snakes, one pursuing the other across the 
fiekl. The' pursuer was a black snake, and the 
runaway a water-^n&ke. These soon met, and, in 
the fury of their first encounter, were in an instant 
firmly twisted together; and whilst their united 
(uiis beat the ground, they tried with open jaws td 
VOtttid €k^\\ dtfaer^ Hbiir lifeati^iunt they Iddk^dl 
Tlieir hetRls were cMrftimshfecl to h «maS sisse ; tftrii: 
,cye&6&em«d to flash fi*"e. AfteUhfey had struggle 
thus for five rainiites,~ the watefr-snAke disengaged 
himself ft^om its en^biy, and hurried toward t4jfe 
4iilcli. Its antagonist 'iAsttnttiyassui^ed aneVr 
|)OSt«rd; ftnd, half-creeping, hrif*erect, like somfe 
prouif Watrier sur6 df victory, overtook and at- 
tacked the other agtiln^ whkh placed itself in th^ 
same Htlitude, anel ptepar^ to resist. My curiosity 
was ttn^rafmonly excited by- Ibis estraordinaf^ 
ba/ttle. Tims opposed, theyfbught with theH: 
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ykWff biting eacb oCker wttii (be utmost nige. 
Whether from a coiisctoosness of inferior «trei^(h, 
or the confidence of secorUy in his natural element, 
the water^^nake still seemed di*sirous of retreating 
loward the dilch. The keeii-eyed black one no 
sooner perceived his drift, thnn, twisting iiis tail 
twice round the stalk of a strong shrub, he seised 
-l^is adversary, bjr the throat, not by his jaws, but 
by twisting his own neck round that of the water- 
snake, and so prevented lijm from reaching <be 
ditch. The latter, to guard against a defeat^ 
likewise fastened himself to a stalk on the bank, 
and by (hat means became a match for its fierpe 
antagonist. Thus twisted together, and strctciied 
at their full length, they pulled against each other; 
and when they exerteil themselves the most, that 
paft of their liodies' which was entwined looked 
extremely small, whjkt the other appeared swelleJy 
and convulsed with strong writhiogs and tarniflgs* 
their eyes looked on fire, and ready to start out of 
their heads. Victory was long doubtfol, till at 
last the stalk, by which the water-snak^ held, gave 
way, and down they both pianged into the ditch* 
Some of our companions are very expert is 
shooting, banting, and sporting of every kind* 
.Wh^n they go out with the gun, I general'/ 
join the party. Sometimes we shoot wood pigeoost 
4>r hunt squirrels. In the midst of these wiUs we 
saw many parties of the Lewka Indians, who were 
amusing themadiiBs in fcilliog sq|uirfeb with the 

blow- 
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Clow-gunl The €rst time I saw an ahriMr (nms* 
fixed through tbebead of a large black squirrel, 
foy one of these in^t rumen ts^ it seemed likeroagfd; 
^r'l did not hear the slightest noise, nor did I 
see the arrow pass, so swiftly did it flj. - AH I 
p^orived' WAS an Indian ptit a small tube to bis 
tnootli, and fix his. eye on the sqarrrel; ahd, in 
an instant, the poor animal fell lifeless to the 
j^rdund. Determined to know the secret,*! 'sooa 
made acquamtanee wHh-the Indians; and in answer 
ti^ my enquiry, how he killed the squirrel?, hogafe 
liie aharirow tube, abont six feet long, rtiadte-itf a 
iodine reed. I examined it catefuily, blit cbukl not 
|)&rc0ive its <power of destruction^ tiH the' Ihdiaw 
took it from ite, and showed me a shorty sleiider 
arrow, not much thicker than a string, headed 
i¥ith little triangulai' piecei^of 4in^ and at?4he other 
end were fastened tufts of the doWn o|^ thistles. 
Having lifled the tube to bis month, he* placed 
the atrow within it, took aim at a pigeon, blew-- 
irith a smart puiFj and brought down the poor 
bird, though at a great [distance. It seemed so 
Very easy,, that 1 thought 1 could use it to at 
much purpose aa he did, but4t was ndl till after 
toany trials that I could tiMich a feather: 'so no» 
teTsai'j^Sis practtce to the simplest arts. This 
Indian was a * ^attior, atid- a femt>u^ hunler iit 
his tribe. He gloried in his skill in.taking animali 
tf all kinds, and proud of dis^aylng^ his tatenti 
Jbefoii bs, he incited ua to joiti « jjiaHy toa bear 
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biMA¥ift>.H^^lHcli he V^s^ to tell Siirinct[»Al le^ckr. 
|:^C<Qnj4^ the ^nvitoU(Hi jpjfall j, ai^ Mr* Ffankluiy 
though ^versf froav all sGesyps «f .d^tructioDy as be 

fupfisitj^ . \ : , . 

, E^\g ill ,tb^ n^on^qgy, if^ vori? rpi^ to Ui€ 

9^q[it>l^y ^(t^ided hj Ijxtffi dogB^ of a breed 
li^ilfefa.tb^ bloftd-bwud and tbe lofi^tiff. We 
^^tered (b^ yfiooda togetboi , and after walking some 

trafi>.^* t^r^ amongst the .s(^iU^^ lesiifep; a 
4<m^mf^ ia M:bi(ib 4w(, ^^ a. gy^ iadept,. be^ 
^Jat^li Hntli^a i^mpe o£ hi^> epo,^ , l)ov fepwy 
^lt)m^ mmk JM i))A$«ed that, lyajs aod. if^ethei 
iV^ yietp,qvifm »r plA <¥i^.^ Tbe, ^poji^ iwaei- 
#rt?ly.*)wnpd; ^'Ciiid%;/^n^^ ^vi^lfM^ ffictber 
i/iti^t^ iforeii';; pmwii)g iM^ sc^tt ^ tbejr werq 
^mfif^ My ,^^ Amfi tiU they routed the b^i 
vblsb^piiQv^ ^ be a f^PHikt followed by iwo whs* 
Tb^ b^^mar^simn iapniBdi^t^ly tooV aim, asd 
lodged several hsill^ m b^ body- FuU of rage at this 
m^U fij^^a^ $>B Hh^ «aipti of ber ^owg, she 
^r¥wd fieiefj^X'^Ql^ }i6r <»<mias» whilst tbe.^^hs 
i«i»ta(iiily: f^eiiided a.Ar»e.( T^eid^i Wb ^i^pcq 
l90Qths9^]»Qpt hm fAb^ tiill she . JHl) ov^i^p^HB^ml 

ks f^g^ie^: yfrnm^yi m^, tM. w^ a{ie^ward| 
bwftiw tb(^ prfy.pC.tbe .b»nteis. .. Th^;|ndiswpjhad 

mi^ iiig^fkfjAiifeif 'pm^fUg &iom^ qff th/» 9feiw 

i' and 



dria witkifibr feeist^ tutap fbe oarcases; th^ perrfj of 
prerefence, sach as Ihe paws and Imuncfce^, they 
chrried hdme, and tli^ remainder was left in th6 
^rood. The batmck of €mi^ €^ the cobs whs dressed 
for dinner^ and preved extremely g<K}d. -' 
. In some of our forest eacursions ive saw coveys ef 
birds, larger, bnt otherwise much resemblfng the 
£ngli^ partridge) daUod by the ctHmtry p(K>pl^,. 
«prnce pheasants. ^ These birds are dt^Kcafe fodd', 
tke iesh being flavonred very ranch like otir 
phesfsants; andilieynre so stupidly tame, that k 
9equkt& hot Itttkr art to shoot them in nombcrst 
topeciaUy. if the sportsman begins his aiiftck oA fhe 
bird that sits lowest on the trte, and so proceeds ais^ 
they ascend > (be surmors seeming tnscMsibteto the^ 
ikte of their eomptmion&r. 

In order to pavsiie our jemrney^we pfoeceded to* 
Jibrt Cbippeway s it sftandson a! aveek mAt the sborb ^ 
dif the Niagara rcver. The fi»rt eomsists of a smalt - 
bloiDk*hoiKe, enclosed by a stockact&df eed9#'po^s^ 
which t is merely sofll^ienl to defend th^ garf^oh< 
sgamsl musfcet shoK A^ few farm-houses^ .9tmif softie 
ikrfjc stobe repoeilorieS' for good^, f^tA tho liie^t of 
tlm viUage.' Block*lonse9 are so commMly used- 
hstm as tinrtifidatEOfisy and so dlfib^eml from m^y tb'^ft^ 
in England, I must dcscrit^ one to you.. Their* 
vioRs are fotmed of thick, square pieces of timber; 
the up|>er story projects above the lower, and loop- 
holes are left round the edge of the floor 5 so that if ^ 
an attenjpt were made to storm (he house, the 
; i P.O.. garrison? 



garrison ooiild fire directly on tbe assailants. But 
should their resisiance be overpowered, aod half 
the building be sliot away, tbe other half woold 
^tand as firm as before, each piece of timber in tbe 
roof and walk being so fixed, as to be independent 
of the rest. So that ifa piece ofartiUeryw^e played 
upon the block-honse, that part alone, against 
which the ball struck, wonid be disptacedy and 
every other remain oninjitred* Prom Fort Chippe- 
way we followed the coarse of tbe river ta Fort 
Erie. In the latter part of our ride we observed that 
(he land is rich^ and well cultivated with Indiaa 
com, gourds, and squashes ; metona are also planted 
between the rows, and attain great perfiectioo. Our 
inn at Fort £rie is a wretched logJionse, with 
scarcely a whole pane of glass in any of the win- 
dows. Unfortunately for us a heavy rain fell last 
night, that beat in upon us, as we lay asleep on the 
floor, folded in our buffalo skins ; but oar greatest 
hardship is want <tf food, and tbe little we get b so 
bad, that nothing but hunger can make it godown. 
We wail only for a fair wind to set sail across Lake 
Erie ; and I am so tired of our quarters, I do Uttie 
but wateh tbe weather*cock. Present my affectionate 
d^ty to my mother, and think often of your absent 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 
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LETTER XXXVIII, 



Mr. FrankHn to Edwin Midd!eton. 

District o/AfatdeiL 

My dear young Fribnd, ^ 

FROM the account your brother gave of 
our accoramodations at Fort Erie, yotk may belteve 
we wittingly obeyed the summons of our captain 
to embark. We had not been two hours on board 
befi>Te the signal gun was fired, and the ve^el 
scudded before the wind. Eyening approached. 
Tbe vast body of wafer, bounded only by the 
horizon, flowed with the rich tints reflected from 
the western sky. The tail trees of the forest, that 
adorned the shore, seemed tipt with go!d, by the 
last beams of the setting sun. All was hushed and 
tranquil) as if nature were at rest. The moment 
iras favoarable to reflection. My mind wandered 
across the Atlantic with satisfaction, in the con- 
sideration that the same Power under whose pro- 
tection 1 had been preserved in safety through so 
many changes of climate, watched over ray friends 
at home. I sunk to sleep linder a strong impression 
of the goodness of the Universal Father. In the 
mornings the face of nature presented images of 

his 
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bis power. The surface of the urater, which before 
was smooth and clear, became agitated with swelling 
waves, that tossed the. vessel abotit furiooslj'. The 
wind blew a hurricane, and the sky was obscured 
with black clouds, that reflected their sombre hue 
on the bosoDft> of the lake. Several honia our frail 
bark had to contend with this war of elements. 
The. scene was awful, and excited the most reirerent 
iifeas of the majesty and omnipotence of the Author 
of Nature.' The wind aubskled towards Hie close 
-of day, and the araearanee of the lake resumed its 
larmcr harmony. / During the rest of the royasre, a 
moderate gab filled the sails, aad we ndmaiatxd as 
fast as we couhl dcsure. We were sereral days aa 
the passage^ the lake beio^ nearly three kundrof 
miles from the western to the eastern extiremily ; and' 
so deep, that, in calm weather, Tessels may aecuoeiy 
ride at anchor in. any part of it ; bnt wlieo stom^) 
the anchorage in tlie ofien part is not to be Innstedj. 
because the sands at bottom are loose, afiil gihre 
way. The heiglit of the land is very variable. lit* 
some places, long ranges of steep nioiwtfliiiis . rise 
from the very edge of the water; in etkeai^.tbe 
shores arc so flat, tliat when a strong \wi«fel drtvei 
Uie water towards the l&nd> the eoufitry il: imiil* 
dated iox miles. As we approached the! western 
side of the lakc^ we observfd several di^tere ef 
islands^ which preseal very pleasing .seeed-y, 
being* all adoracd witb wood, .eveov to (ko ^Ipy 
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trH»i4h»s(r; ,<»«d4l»# Yf^f m^T, Mie j^ajukris covered 
,wi^. tb^ b^iilHttl iivm^ af Iberii^a/ter lily. The 
.larger jatomls fiXKlDG? ¥aiiob&hkind$(Of &im timber; 
iHsipitg&t ffW^&^a,^ Qa}as» bi^ory tnes, aad xed 
o^iUrsi i>f S9cb eKftficM^iiiary sice^ that tbejr are 
pfttfi parvi^ fqr^y. fl;Mle$ di^tamt^ to the British 
iBjojlil^ipent ^ D^roit rivec . N^ne of these ijslands 
HfQ difeisifi^ )yUb ri^jif gvound ; and in the 
i(i(^ri#r paH9> of spfn^.pf the largest are <»(ensive 
poads aad marshes* From the moistarc and rich* 
^es»'Of tfiQ^iy psobaliljr, ^isqs the vast aambev 
of di^r^ kiod^ qf serpents that abound in them; 
(p^ iba.t> iii.i|«nmer» it k dangerous to M^alk among 
ti^$ iong..gi;aw^ Raccoons aoil Kjufrrels inhabit 
i\m, ivoqAs ill miiUit^des i and when the lake is 
frozM betweiHi thf m^ land aodtbe islands, bean 
ar^ occasional nsitors. Docks and wild-fowl haunt 
these/ pqmlp andmarplies; apd the shores swarm 
yriija^ gulls* Tba sain^ wind that carcied us across 
the lEike not being favpujrable foi: entering Detroit 
ri?er, nve sfeia obliged to lie at anchor under 
Middle Island till it changed, and taking the ad* 
vajp^e q{ (bis cifeul1l^tance, we went On shores 
Aflsr a4nu»9g, ourfi^lves with a walk, we vfece 
hospita^y in^yfi^ to \y^l^iim of an est^rtainment^ 
prepared o( tb^ir gri^test^ d^cacies, for us, as 
straing^rs* AnH)n^ht qlber novf Uies, . there was a 
vattk-$nake, said' to be. ^f exceUent flaTour, and 
(bft>]^i was of a bf#iiti^l wJuIq; but we JQkireji^aiihs 

mvid. nut: 6¥^kjntljf: 9ireri^m0 om prajudjlxs to 
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iastc it. Tlie sigtial-gHn' spak MWKn&oed i» m 
tioard; and tii afeiir h«uf» ire eofteied Detroit ritCTi 
vbich does not exceed lire miles m widA. The 
sh^ml are thickly irooded, and, iowmds the new 
British port, enlireoed by Indian encanpmenfs 
and villagt's ; and beyond theta arfebeen tbe British 
settlements. The river 'vras* cf6#ded #ith Indian 
canoes and bateaux; and several pteasare-boals 
were cmistng backwards and forwards, in the ex« 
pectation of-meettng our vessel, whidi was freq^ht* 
ed with pri^sents for the Indians, sent annoally 
by* the British govemmeht, (o seonre their attach* 
ment and friendsbip.r At length our vessel moored 
opposite to the hooae of the saperinlendaat of the 
Indian department, to whom we Were introduced 
by lettefs of reeommendation* He welcomed us 
with the greatest politeness^ • and here we have 
taken up onr abode, tilt some friends froaa Mont^ 
real have transacted 'their business, which is likely 
to detain them some time. The neighbourhood 
that extends along the eastern side of Detroit river, 
is called the District of MaMeh. Thife houses 
towards the lower end are widely scattered asander; 
but at the iipper end the inhabitailts have formed a 
smalt town, that has not yet reoeived a name. 
' Spine of the farms are of considerable siae : that 
of our frieiKl the snperintendant, is one of the best 
cultivated. Tite house stands pleosaitfy in view 
of the ri^cr) which is often picturesquely adorned 
with Indian 'canoes. A pretty lawn, planted with 

clumps 
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damps of trefs, is spread before it^ at the bottoA 
of which stands a large w ig>wa m» or counciUhouse, 
ivhere (he Indians assemble whenever they transact 
Any affairs of importance with the officers in the 
Ihdian department. During our stay at the hoase 
of this gentleman, I had the pleasure of seeing the 
ceremony of distributing the presents* Previously to 
the day appointed, a number of chiefs, of diflcrent 
tribes, brought each a bfifid^e of little bits of a^dar 
vrood, containing the exnct number oF his tribe, 
MFho expected to share the bounty of their Great 
Father, as they style the king of £ngland. The 
longest/sticks represented the warriors; the next 
in size the women ; and the shortest, the children* 
This contrivance gave as exact information of what 
iwas necesary to prepare, as if the notice had been 
sent in writing. £arly in the morning of the day 
they were to receive the i^ifts, a number of large 
stakes were first fixed in the lawn, to eaeb of which 
vas fastened a label, with the name of the tribe, and 
the number of warriors, women, and children,, ia 
it, lo whom presents were to be given. Piresently 
the whde place appeared - like a country fair« 
Bales of thick blankets ; blue, scarlet, and brown 
ckytb, and ooarse figured cottons; with large rolls 
of tobacco, gnus, flints^ powder^ bath,, shot, case- 
knives, iTory and horn combs, looking-glasses, 
pipe-tomahawks, hatchete, scissais, needles^ bags 
of vermilion, pots and kettles, were dispbyed in 
order. The bales of goods were opened^ and the 

Uanketsj^ 
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J>IankeUyck>t))Sj and oot^ons^ dki()«d into pieces 'of 
BUilicient lengtli to c»$Uie a Wfapper, skirt, or other 
article of dress for a single perMw. The liltotfiient of 
the whole for eiich tribu was Rfterwarik throwa in a 
heap, at the CmiI of Ufie.tftukc inscriiieii with i(s 
jiame. 

After this pvcparalion, (he cbiefii were ordered 
to .aaieinble their wnrriors^wbo were ioitertng aboat 
the grounds at the OQtstde ot the lawn. Tbej 
sooQ obe> ed the sumiiiotis ; and, having formetl a 
circle, listened attentivelj to a epeedi delifered 
to then by the superintendant. '^Cfaiefr and 
.warriors," said he, ^^your great and good father, 
(meaning. the kmg of Enghuid,} who Uv^es on the 
•opposite side of the Big Lake, (as tbey term the 
Atlantic.) being ever attentive to the bappioess of bis 
faithful people, hafi, with his accQ^ooied bounfj« 
sent the presents you see spread on the grass, for bis 
good cbildreB the IiHliaa9« ThegttnB,tbehatobel8^ 
and the aoimiiniilion^ are for the yoling men; but I 
bope that the hatchet of war wiU b>iig» li& dorAant> 
.and that it will only be applisd to-the fmi-paads o{ 
bunting. For the comfort of the Agrtl> tte women, 
and children, he has supplied yoa ikrith: Mankets, 
clothing, and kitchen utonsib* Yovmg Iii0n,t(oonp 

.tinned be^} be nttpndve to the wants 4if.y»fir agri 

• 

'parents, and divide the spoils you tabeiaitliecbace 
between (hem pnd yoiir wiv!es andobiUren. May 
the Great Spirit grant yoa bright saniS, clear skn^S) 
^nd; 9^ i^Toiir^o season for bunting; and when 

' . another 



another year shall be passed, if you continue 
peaceable, obedient, faithful children, your good 
father vriH ai^ain send a vessel across the Bi«: Lake, 
laden \*ilh toketis of his freitdship.** 

Interpreters were prcspnt, who repeated this 
speech tn the different languages of each tribe, 
who Qi^iirMQil tltc^ appmlMyiOtt by llMid ex- 
clamations, '^Eloahl Iloahl" 

Aftgr this address the chiefs. were called forward, 
and tlieir respective por ions- com oiUted to their 
car^. Thf 9hicrt> c^teived them wit^i gratitude and 
8a,ti^facti6n, and beckoning .0 their warriors, a 
Qitinbci of jomg .men quickly started ffom the 
;Crawd, an4 iu a few .rainutcs the preseate were coa* 
iiceyed fjroxn .tjie.kiwa, and citoij^ed on board the 
ca^^oes, which were waiting io carry tlt^Bi \x> an 
J«iaiixF,ip ^1^. riv€;r,^alMl B<^ Blanc/ wbere niaiijr 

. {if oa|r;)Mfiqtfter c|^^ t|ie inqst p^feet 4ieaU)^ and 
diesvcfs*jt(i^»iliijtej|isk^j|^ to jfopy^^d the v^stiif your 
fa^ii^ «wcki|. iiaMi 4liat ^ yout «U«^ed ^ 
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LETT£R XXXIX. 



/ Aifthur MiMeion to Mn. MUtOacm^ 

BttroH, 
Mt dear Motheh, 

WE are now nt Detroit, on the side of 

the river opposite to Malden.r Bfany settlements 

are (o be seen orvbdh shores, ftdorned with the 

-most (emptrrig orciiards of peaches, apples, and 

eherries. The last were ripe; and fors few pence 

the owners were wilKiig we should talce as many a$ 

ive ohose. The apples- were green, and of inanj 

difierent kinds. They boasted partieuktrly of that 

catied pomme caiUe^ as of eKi^ttisite llavoar* It is 

of a very large siae, arki deep red cdkniT U^^ the 

core* The manneirs of the people ate mudf Kke 

those of Lower Canada. Almost ertry body speaks 

French; and the generality retain traces of their 

French descent. The town of -Detroit is the largest 

in the western country. It is surrounded by a 

strong. stockade, through which there are four 

gates, each defended by a blockhouse. It is 

situated in a land of plenty^ being well supplied 

with all kinds of provisions. Ftt»h, in particvlar, 

is excellent^ and abounds in the river ud neigh* 

: ! .'M bottring 
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fbimring lakes. A. large species of trouf, called 
lieve 4he MiciiiUimakinack white fish, is a daintj 
TUOTK^I; 'biit you know i am not attachetl to good* 
«aling^ add can make a heart/ meal on the plainest 
Are.- 

The streets of the town are always crowded with 
]/)dians; and I already . fancy I am in the midst of 
their country. They ^appear a harmiess race, did* 
tipif their mimt neighbours, the white people, teach 
them txr drink 'sptRttp, whrch makes tbem^ at times, 
almost imadf and iexcit& them to revenge, by tres« 
passing: upoft^t heir territory; and injure them, in' 
many reispects, by imposing opon their ignorance. > 
When the States purchase lands of them, (he 
obiefs sign. the deeds by the token that distingnishes 
their tribe,, ^jiich is generally the figare of some^' 
aiyimaU': .^any, individuals are likewise honoured 
^itb> peculiar tities, that express tlie .qualities for* 
M^bich (liey aits/f(tmed. .One of my acquaintance' 
is caUed the Bltie^ake; another th<; Little Turkey ; 
l)is,fMher4bQ Big Bear;, and a nimble fellow, that; 
iij^MRell kno^fi at: Detroit) haa. received the tiame of 
tti9 Active Squjrnel. - Tbeir ingenuity is charming, 
aa you would, acknowledge were you to see ihe 
cfvrving on so^e of their wooden bowls, dishes, 
and other fiousebold furniture. But they bestow 
the greatest pains in deooratii^ the haiidtes of their 
tamabawk$, powdcT*hornS) and the bowls of their 
pipes, .which are carved vety neatly, considefing 
tb^ lis^ve nQ otbcir tool than a knife and a hatcbee. 

The 
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The women arcoqmHymc^CTtolis^ in tbe embmidery 
of their moccasihs^ a. kind of buskin (bey: wetfr on 
tbe^rtc^. TJbdir. fiorcttpiAe^uiU irorbitietegmt, 
w»d . wDuId not daagraee my GdUvrine^ 'The^ idfye 
Ihe soft, new quills of (his animal of the nuBt 
brilliafit celeur^ ; blir tiietr' knoiwiedgK of the lases of 
jllaats enabits then to excel imtiie drts* of djteing, 
and. in . curing wdunds « afid\8driie diseases.) with 
afitoniBhing success... Bkit.ol^aMciheiii attaimwcftt^,' I 
aiii»i»ost pleased with (heir c^porteesiiHlgisdgfiAphy. 
Thej biveoo maps or books to ieflEpIaio to tbent 
the situation of rivens or pioTinces ;' : nor ans^tbeir 
chiMnentormefited wiik loi^ laaatd <^ tbci^oiftode 
and longitude of places; yet tkejr can find- tbeir 
way throngh a oouniry thejr have- never seen 
before, io a place at a bundiied'' arfles-rfii^fonce, 
without a gukle,. or sign^post^ OF')artyt.0i4ter diveb* 
tisnthan what.is furnished by their owivobserratkm. 
I heard a story ofta paity k>f the Oredt nation/ that 
proves Ihem capable of dii^ qoalitf* They were 
travelling fnom Staunfonv a itowa situated behind 
(be Bloe Mounlains* ia Tirginia, to' PMtadelpMa. 
Some of them' set auit before iMt^ V^mpatiiens. 
When the'resi followed^ Ih^y wene* a^tend^di bjr a 
few of tlie toiifnsraeo) who kbdl^y o<ftf edf to e^otirt 
them on their, way. • Hheyt ^iodeiid^ Itogether, 
%t seime nuks, ^i^ -tfae^ h%)r' rtMid; 'i^rt the 
lodbns stiddiiniy > tUmeU 4a«o- tlkK- WDoAsl "tlifetv' 
ooi»pant0n» inr/voiii 'pertubdiM(^'4biHili ^ liefutflP'to" 
tho» beattn; tmotv: Tbeji. p^iiu«M34lllit>i|lt^'^^ 

going 
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•going tlic direct way towards Philadelphia, and 
should presently overtake their friends, who, they 
wjre sure, Imd cliosen the same route. Nor were 
they mistaken. The others had made theiV way, in 
the sume pkce, throu!;h these palhless woods ; and 
it vtBH afterwards found that they had taken tiie way 
to the place of theit destination, as direct as if a crow 
had flown befoii' them. 

I oaiHiet resist refating an anecddte of a yonng 
Seneka'.warrror^ whor curae accidentally into a room 
where Mr. Franklin and I were cxaminitisr a map 
of the ^ktie^ of New York. A's soon as he looked ' 
at the m^, be comprehended its design ; but being 
iKiable (f^-readj be could not discover what part of 
the country it descrtbed, tHVI gave him a clue, by 
putting my fff^r on the spot where we then were, 
and showing bim thef sHuatfort of Builhio Creek, 
^liare hid vUIq^ stood^ In a moment he saw the 
conn^ectton of one part with another, and, sitting 
down, presently ran over the. whote map, and 
pointed ofet, tiy name, every lake* and river for 
more tlHwi' two hundred hiiles from the village 
wtere his^itved'. . • 

Some few years ago a treaty of peace wds con- 
cluded bt^w^n the Indmns and Americans, with . 
tbe cerememy* of btirylng the war-hAtclict, wK|ch 
Mifn& reliitedSto Us 4>y'art Eriglishman who happened. 
t& be present; On' Uifetodcasion, one * of the chiefs 
^r«e,'afld aftJerlanieotingirtiatflie peace haU con- 
jtuitted^^O'sho^taiinre,' pmpo^ that a large oak 

m 
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is Tiew should be torn up bj f he roofs^ and that 
the batehet bhould be buried under it, where it 
might remain for ever, A second, who wasgreatlj 
revered, began lo iipeak after (he first was silent: 
<< Trees (said he) are liable (o be overthrown bjr 
storms, and in course of time will certainly dccaj; 
therefore I advise, that the hatchet may for ever be 
at rest, that it be buried under the high mountain 
which rears lis proud head behind jonder forest." 
This proposal pleased the whole asspmb^, till an 
aged chief, distingnished for his wisdom, arose 
and delivered his opinion to the foHowingefiect: 
*^ I am but a poor, feeble old man, (said he,) and 
have not the irresistible power of the Great Spirit, 
to tear up the trees of the forests by the roots, or 
to overthrow mountains, that the hatchet may be 
concealed beneath them; but that it may be ob- 
scured for ever from our sight, I propose that it 
should be thrown into the Great Lake, where no 
roan can find it and bring it forth to raise «nmity 
between us and our white brethren*'* A general 
niurmur of applause ran through the aasemblj; 
and the hatchet i^as cast accordingly^ ipitli great 
solemnity, into the ocean. 

My indiaation for seeing the world is noltabated 
hy indulgence* Whe|i;i have concluded the tour 
of America, and had; Jhe pleasore of spending a 
few months with jo^, J l^ope you will permit me 
to go on a vojage b£ discotyeryy where 1 shall en< 
deavour to distinguish i^ys^f to youf satisfaction, 

by 
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1>J ^y S^^ condact. Be assured, my dear molheri 
that wherever I am, I can never forget (be duty 
a.nd affection I owe you, and with which I sub-* 
scribe myself. 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON, 



LETTER XL, 



1 ' 



Mr. Franklin to his Brother. 

Michillimakinac'k. 

My dsah BnoTitEn, 

WE left Detroit in a^nvaH vessel, which 
conveyed as, in a Hortheriy direction, across Lake 
Huron, to MichiUimakinack, the g'rand rendezvous 
of the dealers in fursf from all parts. Lake Huron is 
next in size to Lake Superior, and has a communi* 
catioli with another vast body of water, called Lake 
Michigan* The Chippaway Indians have many 
villages scattered around LakeHuron ; and amongst 
the natural productions of its shores are vast quan« 
titles of the sand cherry. Son^e appearances of 
unfavourable weather drove us into a laige bay on 
the south-west side of the lake, known by the name 
of Saganaum Bay ; but a clear sky soon enabled 
OS to pursue our voyage. The captain pointed out 
«no(fa^ bay, remarkable for continued thunder, « 

Q phasnomenon 



|l^aenomenon oot easily explained. To the north- 
west lies the narrow tlmn dftbeMaaatoulin isles, 
believed by the Indians to be the Abode of departed 
spirits. The port of Machiilimakinack starids on 
an island, in a strait M^hich unites the Lakes 
Michig^an and Huron. Such a busy scene could 
scarcely be expected in sp, temote a situafioa. 
All is bustle and activity. There are not less than 
a thousand |)ersons assembled, each interested in 
making bargains, })ackif>g and unpacking bales 
of furs, and tnifficking Mrilh tlie Indians. Arthur is 
highly amu^, and is by. no means an idle specta- 
tor, being ready to give his assistance to any one 
wlio wants it. 

^ When the Europeans first «eMed in Canada, the 
Indians 'biiutcd OHly fot food and clothings but 
their aew aeighbours wH>n taught them to pat 
another value on the furs they took, by exebang* 
ing for'thetn rum and other articles, in the way of 
trade. In these early tiines^ some of the Gaoadiaiis 
l^:co^lpanied the Indians on their hunting espei» 
ditions, adopted their savage mode of. iite, .and 
became a sort of pedlars in furs. Ttiese people 
were called Cour^urs des liois^ and weneguilfy.of 
niauygreat irregularities ; vi^hich pfoduf^ed such ill 
consequences, that it- became necessary fointeUisb 
flQilttary posts, for the regulation of tlie jtcadc^Atlhe 
eoiifluence of the Jarge lakes of Gamida. 

The Indians, fifiding themselves .often cbtftted 
Mid abused by the r^imioin adventurers tJialpeDe* 

trated 
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trikicd Iheir territory^ seem to have, determined (0 
extirpate ilie traders; but the small- pox baviQ|^ 
bpen communicated to them, by &Qme accideo^^ 
provQd -such a desolating misfortune, as to depriv/e 
them of tlie power of resistance. So destructible 
• was this disease) that the woWes and the 4ogs 
•ilmgged the dead bodies from the iiMts, whicli woi» 
left without inhabitants; and many instances i^re 
rehited of the father of a family calling his children 
around him, aud urging them io avoid the miseri^ 
itiilicted on their race, by some evil sprit^ as they, 
believed, by plunging their poinards into tbelr 
bosoms; and if (heir courage failed, ofTerio^ tp 
perform the act of mercy with tlieir own band, an4 
io follow them, hioiself to the abode of the departed. 
This was a great check to the trade, as whole faoii- 
lies and tribes were swept off; e^nd in manyi^ccs 
•.ibere were i^one lef^, either' to bpy or tojselU Th^ 
^pestilential disease having abated^ there happened 
.many struggles and Qontests betweep individuals, 
for a<share in this lucrativi^ tradfs till the nortU* 
.west Qompany was ests^blished, by a unipn of.lhje 
coqt«o()ing parties, in 1787. A .variety of .articlji^ 
»re purcba^c^ in. England by this c^pany, io 
exchange with the Indians for their furs. Thqy 
«^ chiefly woollen clqths) fail^nkets, .arms and 
.amm coition, tobacco, Unen,. «^tton$| thready twine, 
.bard|V|ire, cutlery .and ironmongery, kettles, hats, 
.shoes, stpcHings, &c. Proyisioas and spirituous 
liquors ar^ bpught.in«Gana(]^« The ^tter are not 

Q 2 . allowed 
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allowed to be sold to the I ml mm; but this law « 
eluded by making them a gift-: a«d a pernicious 
one it is to these people, whose manners it corrupls; 
whose health it injures ; ami it has too often been 
made the means of imposing tipon tliem. 

Our friends the traders, w*o mean to porsw 
their journey a vast way to the iiortli-west, for the 
sake of trading wiih the -distant tribes, arrived at 
this place a little before us. They followed ll«€ 
coursexifthcUtawas river, and consequently passed 
a very ditferent route from that we hare described 
in our letters, since we left Montreal. The parfi- 
culars of their journey have been relatcxl to nie l>y 
the leader of tfie expedition, wlio is an inte/frgfflt 
man, named Roseberry, for vfkom I have contracted 

a friendship. 

They embarked at Xa Chine in a 8eet ^f canoe^ 
each manned with eight or ten men; 'tvith their 
•baggage, consisting of sixty-five packets of food^i 
six hundred weight of biscuit, two hundfed weight 
of pork, thfec' baskets of peas^ two oil-cfoths to 
cover \\\e goods, a sail, &c. ; an axe, a ton ing li»»<*> 
a kettlcj and a sponi^e to baif out the water; with a 
quantity of gum, bark, and watape^ to repair tte 
vesfjel. 

What European would undertake such a voyage 
in so slender a \esse1, thus laden, with her g«n- 
whale within six inches of the water? Yet tbe 
Canadians are so expert, that-few accidents happen* 
At the end of the Lake of the Two Mountains, i^^ 

water 
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\9atec contracts' into Utawns River, which, after a 
course of fifteeR miles, is interrupted by a successioa 
of rapids and cascades, for ten more, where termi- 
nate the Canadian Seigniories. I ought io have 
told you, that the company is composed of clerks, 
interpreters, caooe^men, and guides. Tiicy are 
frequently obliged to unload their canoes at diffi- 
cult passages, and carry the goods upon their 
backs, or, rnther, suspended in slings from their 
Leads* Some men will carry three packas^es; 
others but two. The canoe, in this case, is towed 
by a strong line. They had already passed three 
carrying-places, when they reached a regular cur- 
rent of sixty miles, io the Portage de Chaudiere^ 
where the body of water falls twenty-five feet, over 
cragged, hollow rocks, in a most wild, romantic 
manner. At a small distance below is the river 
Rideau, falling like a curtain, in one vast sheet, 
over |3crpendicular rocks. At this portage the 
cnnoe is obliged to be taken out of the water, and 
is carried, with difficulty, over the steep rocks. 
They now entered Lac des Chaudieres, which 
reaches abotit thirty miles in length. At the end 
of this is the Portage des Chats. The river is here 
barred by a ridge of black rocks, rising in pin- 
nacles, and covered with low, stinted wood. The 
stream finds its way over and through these rocks, 
in numerous channels, making a considerable fall* 
From hence a 8er{)entinc channel is formed by the 
rocks fottSeverai miles^^ when the current slackens, 

Q3 and 
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and receives the name of the Lake dfe*s Chats. At 
the channels of the Grand Calamet, the current 
recovers ifs strength, and the men are obliged to 
rdnew their labour of carrying the goods over 
several portages nnd deckarges: which differ in 
this, that, where it is nei3^sary to cortv^y the goods 
alone orrf land, it is called 8( jwrtage ; but vvhetie 
th^c cariocs also must be taken out of the water, it is 
a dccharge. The Grand Culumet is the longest 
carrying place in this river, and is about two 
thousand and thirty- five paces, o vet a high hilL 
A few lengAeii beyond, the current forkns Lake 
Cbulonge, and' from tlrence proceeds through the 
channels of the'Allumettes, to (he portage of the 
«!tttte name. A great part of the country (farongb 
which they had passed is a fine deer-hunting tract; 
and the land, in many places, fit for cultivation. 
From hence the river spreads wide, and is full of 
islands io the beginning of Riviere Creuse, or Deep 
lliver, which runs in the form of a canal, above a 
mile wide, for rieatly thirty-six miles; the north 
side bounded by very high rocks, with a low, sandy 
Aore on the south. It is intercepted by falls and 
cataracts, which occasion two more portages. A 
steady current carried them hence to the River da 
Maine, v^here there has generally been a trading 
house. A succession of rapids and portages occurred 
till they reached the place where the Petile Riviere 
falls into the Utawas. The Lake Ncpisingui is a 
few miles beyoitd it, and is bounded by rocks, 

which 
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"wliicli are inhabited by the remainder of a numerous 

converted tribe of the Algonquin nation. Out of this 

lake flows the Riviere dos Franfoie, over rocks of a 

considerable height. This river is very irregular, 

both as to its breadth and form ; and so interspersed 

with islands, that in its whole course the banks are 

seldom seen, l^lrcy are chiefly hills of entire rock, 

\9itI10ut the sliallowest covering of soil. In about 

twenty-five leagues more, the trading company 

entered Lake Huron, and passed the island of St. 

Jo$epli, where is the most westerly .mHitary esta- 

4)Iishnient in the caunlry. Nqihing now obstructed 

t^eir arrival at MicUiUimaki^ack, to which they 

proceeded. . . 

V £very thing is prepared % p^r depart uro to* 

morrow. We shall scioa be beyond every tracf 

of European civilia^atloii, roads^ post^, ^r townii« 

I.sl^all k<»ep a _ii^rfaMve pf, tbet im^^i striking 

oct:iiri}ei|c«is, with' -HeifQarkQ pa t^e yiWil. country 

j^ncl people we are gpingto visit, Wthich I ^haU 

t^adsrpit toiyouy bj9 the .fiit)t eoavey^iice that ofiers» 

{li the itieaa tiine> feet no umsa^i^s for my safety; 

but reiy upon that Provicknce whi<^ watches* 

vith an ^qjnal: c^ ov^i^ ail the nations of \Utf 

gteb^. Adieu. . 

H. FRANKLIN. 
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LETTER XLf. 



Mr. Henrjf Franklin to his Broi/ter. 



Fori Cltepeu't/arr, 

Mr DBAft Brother^ 

YOU mast not consider ffiis as a ktieff 
but rafhfr as a joamal of our travels tbrotigh (he 
wiids of the north-west parts of AmeHca. A&^ 
embarking at MichillimakinaGk, we proceeded (Q 
the Fall of Bt. Muirj^ where is a village (hat was 
fbrmerlj a place of great resort for the inhabitants 
of Lake Superior ; but the trade is now dwindled 
to nothing, and the people reduced to about tbirt/ 
families of tlie Algonquin nation, and- a few Ca« 
nadbns wIk) have settled amongst them. Tb^ 
great quantity of white«tish that are to be taken 
near the falk, Specially in autumn, is iheii 
attraction (o this spot. At that season, t^ ^^ 
leaves the lakes, and comes to ^he runi^iog'shaKoW 
waters to spawn. The natives live^hieiy on this 
ibb, wfaich they hong up by the tail, and preserve 
them throughout the winter with salt, when they 
can get it. Leaving St. Mary^s, we now entered 
Lake Superbr, which I think may be pronounced 
the largest and most magnificent body of fresh 

water 
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lirater in (he world. It is clear, of vast depth, andi 
abounds in a great variety offish, which are the most 
excellent of their kind. There are three sorts of 
trout, weighing from five to fifty pounds; sturgeon^ 
pickerel, pike, red and white carp, black bass, 
herrings, &c. and (he last and best of ail, (he (ica- 
mang, or wbi(e-fish, which is found from four to 
six(een pounds weight. The north shore is a con^ 
tinued mountainous- embankment of rock, from 
three hundred to one thousand five hundred feet in 
height ; and is broken by numerous coves and sandv 
bays, which are frequently sheltered by islands^ 
from (he swell of the lake. Many of the island^ 
are composed of lava, intermixed with round stones 
of (he size of a pigeon^s egg. This vast collection 
of water is often covered with fog, which, driving 
against the high rocks, dissolves in torrents of rain. 
The inhabitants of the coasts are all of the Algonquin 
nation, and arc very few. Fish is their principal 
support; for the rocks, bearing a volcanic appear- 
ance^ and being destitute of shelter, do not abound 
in animals. Between the stinted timber, that has 
fallen in many places, grow briars, hurtleberry, 
gooseberry, and raspberry bushes, which invitjB 
the bears into the neighbourhood. The iCr range 
Portage, where we landed, is situated on a pleasant 
bay, on the north side of Lake Suiierior.' .The 
.fbrt is picketed in with pallisadoes, and cnclosps 
houses built with wood and covered with shin":lcs. 
The9e arc for the accommodation of the mercliants 
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ittif iiidi detkij dttring^ their shorf stay there. 
.%e htTittt m8ft live under terits; bat the more 
iru^dt pdrk Isiitef ^ or danod man^ lodges beneath 
life cafiot. 

' T^e'* Jidrlagfe H^re is hihc miles over hills and 
mounlain^; biit t'he men arc so inured to the busi- 
ness, (hat, for aii extra' rc\t^rd, some of them, after 
naVing carried two pac^khges of ninety pounds each, 
reliirnftd wi(K twb others of the same weight. The 

f'oolis .lieihg safely conveyed over the portage, Mr. 
loseberry and his partners have selected from the 
^brk-eaters a proper number of men to manage the 
north canoes, that' are to proceed to the interior 
jfdats of the country. Those men who went last 
year to the north, are' ako arrived at the Grande 
Portage^ where they receive their wages, and often 
send part of them to their friends in Canada. 

We mess at the drst table, with the merchants, 
clerks, guides, and interpreters; and &re well, on 
jfresh meat, salt pork, fish, and venison ; but the poor 
canoe- men are obliged to be satisfied ffHh a pudding 
of horuinee. 

' The necessary arrangeiAents being made, oar 
leader ordered iis to embark again on the nojrth side 
of the portage^ on the river Aa Tourt. It would 
"be . uninteresting io mention all the portages and 
decharges we passed,^ between thi» place and Lake 
de la Piuie;; Office it to say, tlie poor fellows wqre 
often obliged io unload their cano^, and endare 
the excessive labour of carrying their goods,, some- 
times 
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tfnlcs over rocks and pTOcipices that were difficult 
to pHss eren withaiit a load* At (be Tarther end of 
the Outard Portage is a rery considerable liill to 
descend, over which han^ a rock, seven hundred 
feet high. The face of the country, during (his * 
pa-rf of our route, is generaJly a wild scene of huge 
faflls and rocks, separated by stony valleys, lakes, 
and ponds: the (atter often covered with water* 
lilies, and the ground, where there is any soiF, 
sheltered with trees. In one or two places, I 
observed a Strang property of the current to attract 
the cnnoes towards the bottom, so that it is difficult 
to paddle over it ; and we were told of load^xl canoes 
being in dan<^er of being swallowed up. 

Before the small- pox desolated this country, and 
completed the destruction of the inhabitants, who > 
Ibad been previously, much thinned by a war with 
<he Nodownsis, it was very populous. Tbey are 
p-arficutarly attncheri to the part near the Lake de 
Sagiiigan, and make their canoes th^e : the lake 
abo^mling with fis^li, (he country around it being 
plentifully supplied with game, and the rocky 
'fidges that form the boundaries of the water^ ' 
cohered with a variety of berries. 

Near Lake de la PluJe, ttie natives find a soft 
red stone, of which^they make their pipes.' Here 
the people from Montreal meet those who come 
from the Athabaska country, and exchange lading 
with them. It is the residence of the first chief^ 

Q6 or 
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or Sachem, of all the Algonquia iribes. Here ako 
the elders meet in eoanQii, to treat of peace or war. 
Thediscbargeof this lake is called de la PluieRiver^ 
and is one of the finest streams in tlie north*west, 
running a course of eighty miles. lis banks are 
icovered with a rich soii^ and are often clothed wttb 
0pen groves of oak, maple, pine, and cedar. I(s 
waters abound in^fish ; particiilarly sturgeon, which 
the natives either spear or take with drag-nets. The 
French bad formerly many settlements near Lake 
du Bois; a body of water remarkable for a cluster 
of isktnds, some of which are of ^uch extent that 
Ihey may be taken for the main land* This part 
of the countr|r-is so bioken by lakes and rivers, that 
a man in a canoe may direct his course whichever 
way he pleases.. 

The Indians have a curious custom of crowning 
stones, laid in a circle on the highest rock of a 
portage, called Galet du Bonnet^ with wreaths of 
branches and shrubs. 

Wild rice grows v^ry abundantly tluooghout the 
country; and the fruits spoataneously produced 
are strawbenies, hurtleberries, plums, cherries, 
hazel-nuts, current, gooseberries, raspberries, and 
pears. Lake Winnipic is the great reservoir of 
several large rivers, and discharges itself by the 
River Nelsoa into Hudson's Bay. The Red River 
runs in(o the lake from an almost opposite direction. 
There are two tpding establishments on it. The 
.<90untry, on either side^ consists of plains, where 

herds 
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berdf oflke bufi^tB A((l the elk gi1i%c at ftill like^tf^ 
Tlie eastern ski© ahomoils in benv^siis, bears, .njoose-k 
deer, faltow-deer, &c.» Tbe Bed Rhver divicks 
into two branches, that bound a ^ODsiderabte'district 
inhabit^ chiefly by the Assiniboins.. They con- 
fine themselves to hantiag the bufiklo aiid trapping 
^lolves. Tlwe^^-emalnder of the forHKsr^ Hbicbthey 
do not irtrant ifuoiediately for food or elothing, thejr 
pound into pemican, something Uke potted naeat| 
and melt the fat, and pre{)are tlie skins in the bair^ 
for winter. They never eat the wolves ; but thej 
uiak^ tallow from their /at, and dress their skins; 
which they exchange with the traders for arm£| 
.ammunUioB, rum, tobacco, knives, and trinketsj 
There are in this country tiiree principal forts for 
trade; one on the river Daapliin, one on Red- 
deer River, and the last on Swan Riven The 
iohabitunts are chiefly wandering hungers, of the 
^Kaisteneaux and Algonquin tribes. The passage 
.of oor canoes was interrupted in the Saskatchwine 
river by a rapid, in which the waters tumble over 
ridges of rocks that cross the river. At the foot 
of this cascade there is an excellent sturgeon fishery, 
frequented by vast numbers of pelicans and cor»- 
.luorants, which watch for an opportunity of seizing 
the fish that may be killed or disabled by the force 
of the waters. From the Saskatchtwine a succession 
of small lakes, interrupted by falls and rapids, and 
varied with rocky islands, extends to the Great 
Churchill River* The Pojiage de Traite received 

its 
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ib' nmrne'ftom Mr. Jo^ph F^iilier, wlie^ pene- 
trated into tbis pnrt of t\^ ot^mtry from^Ganada, as 
early as the year 1774, where fie liiet tiie Indians in 
the spring, on their way to Churehill, acecmlin«^ to 
a'niiual castom, with their canoes foil of Taltiable 
furs. They (ra^d with liho^ for as many of fhem 
... AS bis canoes w^ild carry; and in consequetice of 
this fransactiony its pr(»8ent. name was given to the 
porlage. The Cdimfry is iaiiab^ed by several 
tribesi those wto lire to the north* west are beaver- 
ImtfterB • the others deal in* firoirisions,> and vroUy 
bttflSdO) and fox skins. The Picaneaax and Sfone 
Imiians, in their \far parties, wander on the con- 
flfKS of Me&ico, where they coMtri^fr to possess 
themselves of holies; some of which tli<7 employ 
io carry loids, and the othens are ^^ed m the chaee 
fijf the buffalo. A drpadfiit "flioniinnieiit ttidiaiifs of 
the roortalify occasioned by tlie msM^pox^ at the 
lfqri(kg;€ des Morts, where ihetie is a promoi«<iory 
eorered with hannan bones, (in a isert^n rock 
wbere the IiKtiulis were used to niiake^aiv ofteringv 
we observed sketches of figures painted ved ,. and 
on a small island in the Lake desf Poiiris, a tery 
large stone in the form of a bear, on which the 
natives had painted ttie head* and snout of that 
-animal. 

. The namerons lakes, Fa^^ rapfds^ ishnds, and 
bays, in the course of oar narigailion, cannot be 
particniarised ; I shall therefove only draw your 
atiealioii to the principal or sucb places as are 

on 



on any a6eoHilt remafkable* Tb«r0 is a fdrt on a 

low isthmus/ in Isle i^ la Crosse^ which has^ (aken 

its name from the game of the cross, which is a 

favdurite ainoaement' amongst the natives* Thh 

sitaatidn of Lftke k la Crosse; the abuaiiarrce of 

the finest fish (o be fooncl in its vrntttBi the richw 

ness of itrsur^oHihdif^g banks atid forests, in moosb^ 

and fallow deer; wi(h the muKitades of the smaller 

tribes of animals, whose kinds are precious; and this 

numerous flocks of wild- fowl, that frequent it in the 

spring and autumn — make it a most desirable spQf, 

<6itfaer for tlie residence or occasfoiml resort of the 

natives. 

At Portage la Loche the navigation censes, and 
the canoes, with their lading, .are carried over land 
for thirteen miles. This portage is formed by tlie 
ridge that divides Ihe waters which discharsfe 
themselves into Hudson's Bay, from those thstt 
flow into the northern ocean. The Portage la 
liOche is covered with the cypress, the pine, ana 
the spruce fh*, and is of a level surface ii!I within 
a mile of its tertui nation ; when we descended a 
very steep precipice, that seemed equally imprac- 
ticable to climb up or down, as it consists of 
eight hills, some of which are almost perpendicniar; 
nevertheless, the activity of our Canadians sur- 
mounted all these difficulties, even wi(h their 
canoes and lading. When we reached the top of 
the precipice, which rises upwards of a thousand 
feet above the plain^ every one was cbarmeS^' but 
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Afibur' skxxlr eartlptuied ^kh the extensile, ro- 
mantic, and mF^hif^ prosp^Bct. >Mr. Roseberry, 
Arliiur, and myself, indulged ounelves wilh con* 
(em plating the vqst expanse. Beneath us flowed 
the Swan ttiirer, beaatiruUy meandering for tbirtj 
miles. JTb^ iraUey, which b at onpc Eefcc&hed and 
adorned by it, is about thre& miles in breadth^ and 
is confined by two lofty ridges of equal height, dis- 
playing a most delightful intermixture of wood and 
lawti, and stretching on tilt the blue raist obscures 
the prospect. Some parts of the inclining heights 
are covered with stately forests, relieyed by pro- 
montories of the finest verdure, where the elk and 
buffalo find pasture. These are contrasted by spots 
where fire has destroyed the woods, and left a dreary 
void behind it. Amidst this sublime display of uo* 
cultivated nature, the moving scenery of human 
occupation completed the prospect. 

From this elevated situation we looked down 
upon our fellow travellers, who appeared like pig- 
mies, employed in pitching their tents in a charm- 
ing meadow, amidst their canoes; which, being 
turned upon their sides, presented tlieir reddened 
bottoms, in contrast with tha surrounding verdure. 

We were again frequently- interrupted in our 
progress by carrying places; but. after surmoont- 
ing many difficulties, we reached Fort Chepewyan, 
standing on a point, on the southern side .of tl^e 
Lakeof the Hills. 

The season being uqw so far advanced as the 
;, .. M beginning 
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beginning of Obtober, I have resblml to fake tii^ 

our winter quarters at this fort, M^ith Mr Roseberry 

a n<! others; though some of the people (ire (lis- 

patcliod up the Peace River, to trade with the 

Beaver and Hooky Mountain Indians ; and ot-hers, 

for the same purpose, to the Slave River and Lake. 

Mr. Rosel)erry, who is very attentive to pro^ 

:vide for the wants of those under bis command, 

having no dependence for winter stock, but the 

produce of the lake and the fishery, has ordered 

the nets to be pre|!>ared. These nets are sixty 

fathom long: a small stone ami wooden buoy are 

fastened t6. the side -line, opposite to each otber| 

at the distance of two fathoms. When the net is 

carefully thrown into the water the stone sinks it 

to the bottom, while the buoy keeps it at its fiill 

extent; and it is secured in this position by a stone 

nl either end. The nets are. visited every day, and 

frequently takeii out to, be cleaned and dried. This 

is easily performed at present; but it wtU be a 

difficult task when the water is frozen five feet deep, 

which it generally is in the. winter. Then the men 

^re obliged io cut holes in the ice, at the distance 

of thirty feet from each other, to the full length 

of the n^t. . By means of these openings, and 

^ith the assistance of poles,, the nets are placed 

in, and drawn out of the water. liooks and lines 

are also daily employed to provide a winter store. 

.The white-fitth are the principal objects of pursuit ; 
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they spawn in Ihe aiitamil, and tdwards the be- 
gtDning of the hard frost crawd in sboals fo> the 
shalloMnvater ; when as many as possible are taken, 
and prcscrred perfectly good^ till April^ in a frozeo 
state. 

In spring and fall gvo^t nnmbera of wild-/bwl 
frequent this eoantry^ which I suppose we shall 
consider a great treaty' alter having sa long' sub- 
sisted on . fish atone, even withouit the addition of 
vegdables. 

. In t:he fall of the year, the nartives' meet ihe 
trailers at the forts, where- th^y barter such furs or 
provisimis as they hare to sell; they* tteii obfaiil 
credit, ami proceed to hiURtbeavord't wbehcetjiey 
do not return tiU'the b^ianlng of (the y^ar^ when 
thidy are again fitted out' in the same tnanner, and 
oofne back the latter end of March or the begging 
of ApriL The' greater pa^t of ihe CtepeWymis 
matt to the barrel! grdunds,^ aftd^ Hve^ diirtiftg.th^ 
summer, with tfieir relation!^ in tfie 'enjoyment of 
that pkHity which (hey derive from bcimert)i» ^rcb 
of deer. But those who are the most attached to 
these desarts, cannot remain iberti in W4ilter'; but 
are obliged,' with the deer, t4> titte shelter in iht 
wood^during the rtgoiir of the season. Sometime^ 
Cfaey contrive i^ kill a few beavers, ^bich they send 
by youfng men to exchange for iion atensils and 
ammunition. 

Arthur's active rattid is ne^er at a loss for sHnase- 
ment; but the unvaried solitude of our present 

situationi 
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situation) tvill not bear a c6mpari6on ivUh tfie 
cheerful society we enjoyed last* winier ai Quebec 
anti Montre&L Mr. Roseberry has travelled a 
vast deal in this part of the ooUiftry, and is well 
acquainted with the language and peculiar custom^ 
of difierent tribes, Which' makes him a Very enter- 
taining companiony^ and enables him to amus0 
rtiany a dreary hour. 

This letter will be dispatched io Canada, by the 
first company that retarns thither with furs. 

Present my kindest remembrances to all my 
European friends and connexion^; {mdbea^urcd 
tbat I ant yonr afibetlonate brother. 

HENRY FRANKLIN. 



LETTER XlilL 

Arthur Mddkton t6 his Brother Edwin: 

r 

Mr DEAR Ebwin^ 

THE rigours of winter are past, and our 
long confiiiement at this Fort ended, which is 
matter of rejoicing to me, for I am quite weary of 
the uniformity of our lives. We are to embark 
presently in a canoe,>made of birch bark, on the 
south side of the Lake of the Hills, for a very 
dbtant country northwards. Odr crew will con^iibt 

of 
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•r Rfr* Franklin^ Mr. Rescberry, and four Cbiia« 
dians, hUIi tbeir two wives; and in anot'her c:anoe 
wilt follow uaan Indian chief, altended with' two of 
his wives, bebides two young Indians^ who are ht» 
relations. Mr. Roseberry has enga^^^ them to 
hunt for us, ufid to serve- as interprefers vyith tlie 
natives. A third canoe is,* laden with oar ammu^ 
nition, provision, and clothes; besides a proper 
assortment of merchandise, as presents, to- conciliate 
the favour of the savage tribes.- Mr. Frank h'n,^ 
though determined, says we must prepare ourselres 
to encounter many dangers and hardships. I foresee 
nothing but pleasure, and feel not the least anxiety 
for the future. As pens, ipk, and paper,. form part 
of our stores, I shall keep a kind of journal, of which 
this is the beginning, though it cannot be forwarded 
to you till our retura to the fort from whence it is 
dated» 

Following a norlh-wesJerly direction, we entered 
Fcace River, which at this spot exceeds a mile in 
breadth,, and assumes the name of Slave River, on 
account of the Slave Indians, who were so called 
as a reprorfch, because ihey were driven from tbeir 
own country by the Knistcneaux. At the nioiith 
of the Dog River we landed and refreshed our- 
selves, whilst the canoes were gummed. Several 
rapicJs obliged the men to unload the canoes, and 
convey the goods overland, which fatigued them 
extremely; but (he skill of the huuters prepared 
tbcm a luxurious repast, of seven geese^ a beaver, 

and 



»Tid fbttrJiicfcs, Rainj weather coTnin<? on, we 
>vcn' obliged to land mid encamp, ia order to secare 
our54e!vcs and our goods frora tlie wet. After two 
>4l!iys the weather cleared, and we pursued our 
course io the Great Slave Lake, which, ^houirh the 
Ixviiiiinina: of June, was •entirelj covered with ice, 
Tn'te cold of this cliutate freed us from the musquitoes 
and «^iiats^ that had been very troublesome during 
our passage along (he river. The Indians told us, 
that at no^rreat diMunce are very extensive plains 
-on bo'h 6i«les of the river, fn^quented by large 
Iierds of "bufiiddts; and that the woods which 
border them arc iufiabitcil by moose and rein 
deer. Beavers abound: they huld their curious 
habitations in the small lakes aud rivers, and the 
mud banks are covered with wild-fowl; so we have 
only to asc our guns for a [jlentiful supply for our 
table. 

Being obliged to pitch our tents till the lake was 

snfliciently open for our passage across it, we set 

the 'nets, and caught cMp^ poisson inconnuy white* 

fish, and tiout. The Indians were sent on a hunting 

expedition ; and the women i*mployed ingathering 

berries of di^Terciit kinds, and collecting the eggs of 

swaus, geesi^, ami wHd-towl. We watched the 

breaking of the ice with ifmpatienre: a heavy rain, 

attended with thunder and lightning, hastened its 

dis^oliition, and, as soon as it was practicable, we 

ventured to one of the largest islands, but were 

stopped by shoals of ice frotn proceeding farther. 

Obterviikg 



Observing several rdn-deerohibe islaind, the hunien 
killed five of tlicoi.* Some days were spent in goin* 
from island .^ istaiKl.s duriu^ ilm iLue vfc liret 
upon &ihy and the wild'-fowl killed bjr the hunters. 
The Biain bqAy q( ice veeied ^ccordin^ to (k 
direction of (tie wind ; so that son^ctiines we coasted 
round i(s edge, amidst several islands of difierem 
sizes. At iengtb we came to a. large bjaj, which 
receives a conniderable river -at the bottom of if. 
The norlh-west side of the bay was covered with 
many small iblandjS} tbat were aurrounded wilh ice: 
but our steersman roanagesd to clear.a passage wifb- 
in Iheni) and to put us ashore on the main land at 
three lodges of Red-knife Indians, so named from 
using copper knives. They told «a tbat several of 
their countrymen were within a little d&tance, but 
that they did not visit the (ake till tbeswan^ moult 
their feathers. 

Since we had entered the b^yi we observed a 
continued view of iiigh hills, and islands of solid 
jock; the surtfi^ occa^ipnally vairied with kkks, 
shrubs, and a kw scattered trees, stunted for want 
of soil to bring then) 4o p^fection. Unfertile as 
this sltuatioa appeared, berries of various kiiWs 
abound: m^ ofien gatben^ cr^i^rriesj juniper* 
berries; r|i$pberries ; pa^t^lidgetb^rries ; goo^dber* 
lies; ai>.d itbe pathagopnc^afi, which grows on 9 
^jqaall s^atk about a &ot land. a half high, in wet, 
mossy spots, and the fr^it resembles a raspberry. 
>Ve coutiuued (o cos^^t tbe bikp, ^j^netiqicis crossing 
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iJoep bajs, and frequeritly landing on the Islands. 
W^hcrever wc wfei>t on shore, wesawlddges tliat had 
been deserted by the Jndians, and. tracks of the 
moosa hnd rein deer, which seem' to be. nnmeroas in 
this country : white partridges aVe also plenHfuf, 
and at this $eaaon they becomb oit' a grey colour, 
like that of tJie>iii®or-fowL Notwithstanding the 
cold,:our nights wefe again disturbed by the stings 
of the mus^ttctoes. We now sailed under the 
directbn of a Red-knife Indian,- whom Mr. 
Roscberry hadiengaged as a guide, and coming to 
a bay, which he mistook for a river, we steered 
down it, iilL we were involved in a field of broken 
ice, and with, great difficulty secured oureelves on 
au island befoce the apptoach of night. Our 
kidiaii guide misled us a second lirtie, which had 
nearly occasioned a serieu^ .quarrel between him 
and the Indian dhief who accompanied m from 
Chcpewyan; but Mr. Franklin reconciled, them, 
by enforcing the mcessity o£ oniin 5 and the greater 
the difficulty!, the more* need therewas^of their mu- 
tual exertions to<{ discover, the passagd we wanted k 
Aftar several eifort&'ivedbubled tfieJ point of a very 
long island, and fell intota branch of the river 
we had been so long endeavouring to find. Here 
the water appearckl to abound in fish, and was 
covered witii swans, geese, black ducks, and ot&er 
wtld*fowL The mouth of. the river where it dis* 
charges ks waters into tlw Slave Lake is ten miles 
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inlilc; hut it narrow*, gradually, <6 the bieadtho! 
haU'a mile. Thesuolhurii shore is the bigliett landi 
both are covered with trees, part of which bavc 
been burned, and. lie scattered on the ^oiind. Mr. 
Roseberrv, who ha* traverbed this country betbrc, 
assured us, that tand laid waste by fire, wlitch pro- 
duced €pruce>pine and white btrcb^ yields after* 
ivards nothing but poplars, though none previously 
grew there. The Horn Moontain now appeared in 
sight, which is. hi the country of Ihe Beaver lodiaM. 
Our guiites being appreliensive of roug'h weather, 
ive lauded, and pi4cbed OHr tents just In time to 
shelter us from a violeui ihunder-^storni, attended 
with (orrents <»f rain. 

We contifiufNi otur course, often amongst jsW'^ 
and at tiroes with a strong current: the weather for 
fiome^la^s w.as stormy, and lightning sind tbm^ 
frequent. Our canoes passed the mouths of 
several rivers, which discharge their waters info 
the ihain stream. In order to provide for the future 
necessities, on our return we concealed in an island 
^wo bags of pemi<;an, which is meat sliced, dried 
in the sun, ami pounded. Early one rooming 
we observed a vary high mountain at a distanccf/ 
on our nearer approadi, the suminit appeared bare 
and rocVy? but^the sides were clothed with vrood^ 
interspersed with spots of brilliant ' white, that 
«|)arkled in the sun. it was some time betbre ^ 
discovered that they were only, patches of snow* 
Our bursters occasionally supplied us with swans, • 
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gee^^ ^hite {)aVtrid^es, aiid otic6 (bey bfob^hf ud 
a grey criatie. 

Having encamped one evening at the foot of k' 

high hiir, a fe\V of us' ascended it, in order to ex- 

plote the country*. As it was very steep and' craggy ^ 

the sight of an Indian encampment on its summit 

surprised us; but our Indian attendants e^i^plciinecT 

the motive for choosing such an inconvenient sita'^ 

ation, by tellfng us, that those tribes who have no 

arms, prefer it, by way of defence against their 

^nemiesi. 

Otfr prospect from this elevated spot Was 5b- 
strueted by a circular range of hills ; between tlies6 
were small lakes, where great numl^crs of majestic 
swtfns were shimming about in a mo^t graceful 
matin^r. The swarms of niusquito^ thatanhbycd 
' us in this spot, compelled d^ to return hastily to' 
our tents. • 

The next evening the curling smoke from some 
Indian fires invited us on shore ; but we were no 
sooner perceived, than the whol# band divided in 
great confusion, each providing for his own safety: 
some hiding in the woods, others retreating to tlfi^ir ^ 
canoes. The assurance^ of our Indians, that oui' 
intentions weri6 friendly, were not immediately 
believed. Sonii^ of the boldest at last ventured to 
our camp, and were so agreeably welcomed by 
presents of small value, that their companions soon 
followed. They proved to be five families of the" 
• Slave arid Dog-rib Indians, and as they differ 
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widely from the tribes we saw in the United States 
and Canada, I shall describe their pers(His and 
dress. 

Thej are a meagre, uglj, ill-made race, with verj 
clumsy legs, and appear to be unhealthy, which 
probably arises from their want of cleanliness. 
Some of them wear their hair extrenoiely long, 
while others suffer a long tress only to fall behind^ 
and the rest is cut so short as to expose their ears. 
There were old men with long beards^ and oihm 
who had pulled them out by the roots. The men 
have two double lines tattooed upon each cheek, 
from the ear to the nose ; aud a hole is ndade through 
the gristle of the nose, large enough « to receive a 
goose-quill, or a small piece of wood : a stran^^ 
notion of finery, but not more absurd than an 
European lady's ear-rings. Their clothes are made 
of the dressed skins of the rein or moose deer. 
For the sake of warmth, their winter vestmeats 
are prepared in the hair. Some of them are deco- 
rated with a very neat embroidery, of porcupine 
quills and the hair of the moose deer, coloured 
red, black, yellow, and white. They wear shirts 
made of skins ; their upper garments are sufficiently 
large to cover the whole body, with a fringe round 
the bottom : these are worn night and day. 'their 
leggins reach half way up the thigh, and are em- 
broidered on the seams and the ancle. Both sexes 
dress nearly alike. To complete their attire they 
adorn themselves with gorgets; bracelets of wood) 
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locn, or bone, on the arras and wrists ; and a band' 
>f leather roand the head, wrought with porcupine 
q|uills, and stuck round with claws of bears and 
«vi1d-fow1, to which they hang short thongs of the 
skin of an animal resembling the ermine, in the 
form of a tassel. Bands, garters, &c. are formed 
of the quills of the porcupine, woven together with 
sinews in a very neat manner, and fringed with 
strings of leather, worked round with dyed hair 
of various colours. You can hardly conceive any 
thing more grotesque than their whole appearance. 
A few poles supported by a fork, fixed in a 
semicircular form, and covered with branches or 
bark, serve them for a lodge. They build two 
of these opposite to one another, and make the 
fire between them. Their furniture consists chiefly 
of a few dishes of wood, bark, or horn: their 
cooking Tessels are shaped like a gourd, narrow 
at top and wide at bottom; and are made of wa- 
tape, which is the roots of the spruce fir-tree split, 
and wove so close as to hold liquids: but as they 
would burn on the fire, they in^ke them boil by 
putting red-hot stones into them. They have, be- 
sides, a number of small leather bags, to hold their 
embroidery, lines, and nets. Of the fibres of the 
willow bark they make thread, and fishing-lines of 
the sinews of the rein-deer. They hunt with bows 
and arrows, spears, daggers, and clubs. The dag- 
gers are short, flat, and sharp pointed, and are made 
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of horn or bone. Their axes are composed of 
piece of grey or biowu stone ; and their canoes an 
BO light as to be carried with ease on a man's baci. 
They nrged every argnnient they could use to dis- 
suade us from proceeding on our voyage, asaoriog 
MS that it would take years to leach the sea, aol 
that our heads would be silvered with age befeie 
our return. They also related ridiculous tradiUoos 
of monsters of frightful shapes, that woald enceun- 
ter, if not devour us by the way. You naay beliefe 
this had no effect on such men as Mr. Franklin or 
Mr. Roseberry ; but our poor Indians looked very 
grave at these wonderful accounts, and were not 
easily encouraged to lay aside their fears, ^^^^v^ 

Notwithstanding these dreadful prognostics, we 
ie«embarked, and soon passed the Great Bear Lake 
river. We met with numerous islands, and had s 
ridge of snowy mountains always in sight. Great 
numbers of beats and. small white buffaloes frequent 
those mountains, which aYe also inhabited by 
Indians. Soon after we came to the termination 
of the mountains, the rapid appeared which the 
Indians had described as so extreuely dangerous; 
hut we found their accounts greatly exaggerated, 
and passed it without difficulty. Pursuing our 
course to the nortb*\ve$t, we came to a river that 
flowed from the eastward. Here an encampment 
of four fires invited us to land : a measure which 
terrified these poor people, who .took us for enemies. 
They all fled different waj^ except an old man, 

who 
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who approached us with ttie foil expectBtian of 
being put to death. He said^ his few remaining 
dajs were notworth preserving ; but, w?th the most 
afiecting earnestness, patted off his venersibte grey 
locks by handfalts, and distributed them amongst 
us, implorii^ our favour for himself and his 
reflations. Our Indians assured trim of our friendly 
intentions, which Mr. Rosdierry confirmed by pre* 
seats oTsuch trifles as he knew would '"be acoeptabte 
to 'the people. The old man, having gained con« 
fidence, recalled the scattered fugitives; aiid one 
of them, though reluctantly, was persuadefl to 
accompany us as a guide in 'our expedition. "We 
re*embaiked, and found the river grow narrower, 
and bounded by tofty, perpendicular, white rocks. 
We exchanged a few trinkets ^vith another party of 
Indians, for a parcel of excellent fish. Amcmgst 
them was some unknown to us, of a routid form aad 
greenish colour. 

From an encampment of thnse or four families, 
a little beyond, we received hares, partridges, and 
a grey crane. Our new guide endeavoured (o 
persuade us to retiirn, telling us thtit he was afraid 
of the Esquimaux, who, he said, were a very 
wicked, malignant people, and but tv%o summers 
ago came up this river and killed many of his 
relations. Our appearance mostly terrified the 
scattered parties of Indians that we saw encamped 
on the banks of the river; but our guides, by 
assurances of friendship, and Mr. Ruseberry by 
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precis, generallj allayed their fe^rs, and braugh 
ihem to s^ degree of famiUfurity* One party wa? 
clad in have skin?, and belpng to a tribe caUed 
I^aie Indians, fr^m living principally on that 
aiiimal and fi^h; r^in-deer and beaver bein^ yerj 
Sjcarce in thb part o( the country. We continued 
to see difl^ent parties encamped on the banks of 
the river, who differed but little from those I hafe 
des<;ribed^ As we h^ advanced far beyond the 
knowi^ge of any of our guides, by bribes sfjud 
presents Mr. Rosejberry prevailed with a native of 
this country to gb with. us. He told us that we 
should slepp ten nights before we came to the sea, 
and that we were near. the £squimau^, with whom 
his nation was now at peace. Having never heard 
the sound of a gun, he was extremely startled 
when some of the hunters discharged their fowling 
pieces, and, had they not assured him it was a 
token of friendship, would have )eft us. Mr. 
Roseberry's making some niemorandums in his 
pocket-book, was another cause of als^rm, as he 
c6uld not comprehend the design of writing, bat 
imagined he was a conjuror, and that it was a 
charm, by which he might be injured. Two of his 
brothers followed us in their canoes, and amused us, 
not only with their native songs, but with others, 
in imitation of the Esquimaux ; which so animated 
our new associate, who was also in his own small 
canoe, that he jumped and capered to keep time 
with the siifging, till we were terrified lest he 
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should upset his light bark. A smoke on the 
ivestorn shore induced us to land. The natives 
made a most terrible uproar, talking very loud, 
and running about as if they were out of their 
senses ; while the greater part of the women and 
children fled away, a sure sign of hostile inten- 
tions; but we were too numerous to be afraid of 
then). A few blue beads made them our friends. 
They are called the Quarrellers. The river was now 
divided into several channels, and it was difficult 
iwliich to choose. Mr. Roseberry determined on 
the middle one. 

We were now in such high northern regions, 
that the sun was above thb horizon all night. Mr. 
Franklin and I resigned one night's rest to enjoy 
a spectacle to us so extraordinary, and that we 
were never likely to see again when we left this 
country. Traces of the Esquimaux were observed 
in several places. Near the spots where they had 
made their fires, were scattered pieces* of whale- 
bone, thick burned leather, and marks where they 
had spilled train oil. In one place we saw three 
of their huts, for I cannot dignify them with the 
name of house. The ground plot is of an oval 
form, about fifteen feet long; the whole of it is 
dug about twelve inches below the surface of the 
ground, and one half of it is covered with branches 
of willow, which probably serves the whole family 
for a bed. A space in the middle of the other 
half, about four feet wide, is deeper than the rest^ 
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and is tbe .ooly part of the hopse whyoe a grovn 
pencm cajo staail upright. One side .of it is tbe 
hearth^ or fijcct^place; bqt they do not appear to 
ipakB much use of it, for the wall, thaog]! close 
to it, did not seem to be boraed. Tbe dpor is ia 
the middle of pne of tjbe ends, and opens ia(p « 
(^y/ered waj, so lo»r^ ^hat we were obliged to 
creep on all-^urs to enter tbjb carious hi^bitatioD. 
Qn tbe tpp is a hole, of about ^ghteen inclwr 
^gtt^j which serves fbf a windjov, ap occasjooal 
door, apd a chimuej. The under-^^ijound part of 
the .floor is lined with split wood. Six or eight 
stumps of small trees driven iuto the earthy fvitb 
the root upwards, on which are laid some eras 
pieces of timber, support the rpof of tbe buiUiDg* 
The whole is made of drift wood, .covered with 
Imocfaes and dry grass, oyer which is laid a 6xi 
^bep of earth. On each sjide of U;|ye8e houses are 
square holes dug ij^ the grouoil, CQvereti, except in 
the middle, with split wood and earth ; these ^ere 
^ppos^ to ifp ^rehouses, for the winter stocl^ ^ 
prof isipn^. Befgie each hut were skimps of U^ 
fixed in the grou^tj, probably for the' purpose of 
l^angii^g ibpix fish uppn to dry.' 

^'we advanced, trees became vi^ sc^^ 
except a f^fv ^wfu( willows. A vidept raia (otc^ 
ys tp land again, and shelter ourselves updfif fi>^ 
houses, similar tp those I have just described* ^^ 
high lands adjacent were covered w^lh short g^ 
and flPWW) ^hil«|t th^ Y^^hy^ preianM a s)keet of 
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snow and ice. Being come to the entrance of a hrg^ 
lake^ iirhicb> ftom the shalloivness of the water, and 
the thickness of the ice before us, ifc could not tra- 
Terse, \re were obliged to relinquish our intention of 
proceeding ftiHher; though the whole company 
had cherished the idea of reaching the ocean before 
they turned their faces homewards. We pitched 
OUT tents on an island, from the highest part of which 
we eould discern a solid field of ice, extending from 
the south-west to the eastward. A chain of moun- 
tains were dimly perceired on the south, stretching 
out as far as the eye could reach ; and to the east- 
ward, we saw many islands* White partridges, 
MOW turned brown, were rather plentiful : flocks of 
heautiftti plovers were also common ; as were white 
owls, and gulls of the same colottr. 

As I was rambling about in search of a plover's 
nest, I discovered the grave of one of the natives : 
by it lay a bow, a paddle, and a spear — articles that, 
doubtless, belonged to the deceased ; but the arms 
that had wielded them were unstrung: they remained 
as tokens, perhaps, to perpetuate the remembrance 
of his expertness in the chace, or the management of 
his canoe. 

Our provisions running rather short, the nets 
were put down, and we halted a day or two, in 
hopes of supplying ourselves with fish. During 
our stay, we had clear proofs of the rising of the 
tide, which made us conclude that the lake commu- 
nicated with the sea; and as a confirmation of that 
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opimoo^ spme of. Q^r,f|Bea descried, a^ they; ima- 
ginedy huge pieces of ice advs^Bi^o^ towards us; 
but 01^ a elo^c laspectioQ they were .whales, whose 
white $ides rising above the. water, might at first be 
easily mistaken for shoals of ice. Our guide told 
m, that the JBsquiraiaux chiefly lived apon these 
pnxiigiotts fish, and th^t they were ;often seen as 
large as , our canoe. 

Mr. Uoseberry.caiised a post to t»e erected^ in 
remembrance of our having reached this spot, and 
inscribed on it 69*" 7' north latitude, our names^ 
and the date of. our arriva}. We now reluctAniiy 
determined to steer our co^Jrse back again towards 
Chepewyan Fort ; and as we. returned by the way 
we came, I shall not trouble yo\i with a repetition 
of what I have aheady described, but only men- 
tion such particulars as I think will be interesting 
to you* The cold, which had been very [g^^^^j 
diminished afler we entered the river: a circiSBL* 
stance that would have been very agreeable, if i^ 
had not been for our old tormentors, tbie mus<}ui- 
toes, whose numbers increased with the warmth. 
We landed upon a small round island, close to the 
eastern shore, which seemed to be sacred to the 
'dead, there, being a place of sepulture, crowded 
with numerous graves : amongst these were scat- 
tered the implements that formerly belonged to 
those who were interred th erg. We frequently 
observed a kind of fence along the hills, made 
with branches^ where the natives had set snares 
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to catcb white partridges. This leads me to men-, 
lion the method the northern Indians use to catch 
deer in a pound. They ifirst search for a path 
frequented by those animals ; and if it crosses a lake, 
a wide river, or a barren plain, it is the more &- 
vourable for their purpose; especially if woods are 
near, to supply them with materials for their worb^ 
The pound is then built with a strong fence, made 
of brushy trees^^ perhaps a mile in circumference. 
The entrance is not wider than a common gate, and 
the inside is filled with hedges, in the manner of a 
labyrinth ; in every opening is set a snare, made 
with thongs of parchment deer-skins, well twisted 
together, which are extremely strong. These snares 
are generally fastened by one end to a pole, to pre- 
vent the deer from dragging the snare from its 
situation. When the pound is thus prepared, a 
row of small brush- wood is stuck up in the snow 
that covers the frozen lake or plain, where neither 
stick nor stump besides is to be seen, which makes 
them a more striking object. These bushes diverge 
from the entrance of the pound, sometimes for two 
or three miles, on each side of the deer's path. . As 

■ 

soon as the deer are perceived going that ifay, men,^ 
women, and children contrive, by making a circuit, 
to get, unobserved, behind them. Then they form 
themselves into a semicircle. The poor timo[Q^us 
deer, finding themselves pursued, run straight tor- 
wards into the pound, when the entrance is stopped 
up with bushes. The men lose no time in following 
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them into tke encloeure; where tboee that are 
entan/rled in the snares ftie speared, and those that 
are loose, shot with bows and arrows. 

It happened one rooming that I had taken a 
walk with the hanters in pursuit of sorae deer, 
when we perceived the track of an un€M>roinon 
snow slioe. We followed it to a Gonsiderable 
distance, till we were led to a little hat, wbbie 
a yoktns^ woman was sitting alone. My companions 
knew enf)tigh of her language to comprehend ber 
story : she told them that she belonged to the tribe of 
Dfi<r-ribbed Indians, and had been taken prisaaet 
by a party of their enemies ; who, though they bad 
adopted her, and treated her with kindness, couU 
never win her affections, as she could not banish 
from her roind their cruelty in slau^tering her 
aged father and mother, with the rest of their com* 
panion<:, whom they surprised in the night: there- 
fore, she had taken the first opportunity of making 
her escape, with the hope of returning to her om 
country ; but that, having been carri^ away in a 
canoe, the turnings and windings of the rivers and 
lakes had so bewildered her, she could not find ber 
way, and had therefore been obliged to build this 
hut, as a defence against the weather. She said, 
that she eloped in the month when the birds bq^o 
^ to lay their eggs, and that she had supported her- 
self ever since, which was several months, by 
snaring partridges, rabbits, and squirrels : she bad 
afao contrived to kill two or three beavers, and 
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some poreupiaes. Fortanateljr, Ae had been able 
to bring with ber a few deer sii^evs, with which she 
Iiad made her first snares ; and afterwards she was 
oMiged to siibstitute the sinews of the rabbits' legs 
she had caaght, twisted together. The rabbits not 
only afforded her food, but a neat, warm suit of 
clothes, that she had made very ingeniously. It 
was happy for her that necessity obliged her to 
employ herself in solitude, or she would probably 
have sunk a victim to despair and melancholy* 
^When she was not engaged in hunting for food, she 
amused the tedious hours with twisting the inner 
rind of willows into small lines, like net-twine, of 
vrhich she intended to have made a .fishing net. 

Five or six inches of an iron hoop made into a 
knife, and the shank of an iron arrow head, were 
the only tools she had; but she was far better 
qualified to support herself, under such disastrous 
circumstances, than an European wOman, because 
the Indians not only make their wives and daughters 
assist them in snaring animals, but they compel 
thein also to perform the most laborious tasks. 
She was very glad to leave her retreat, and accom- 
pany us to our<;amp. As she had a fine figure, and, 
with the singularity of her dress, made a striking 
appearance, she drew general attention; and having 
given decisive proofs ^f her cleverness, each of the 
Indians wished to have her for a wife. A wrestling 
u match took place on the occasion, as it is usual 
amongst the northern Indians, when two men like 
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tbe same woman, to decide the matter bj a contest of I 
this kind; ani the poor womani whose inclination is 
never consulted, 18 allotted to the stroni^t mao. 

The Indian who first discovered ber gained (he 
prize; and whether her pre&isace arose from love or 
gratitude is diflliaiit to determine, but she seemed 
perfectly contented with her husband, and highlj 
pleasiHl with her change of situation. 

Whilst we were in the extreme bi^h north lati- 
tudes, our ap|ietites increased to an astonisbiag 
degree; so that we no longer felt surprise at the 
eagerness for food shown by the northern ^n6es. 
During the whole of our course, to tbe entrance of 
the Slave Lake, we saw tokens of Indian encamp- 
ments ; but on our approach, the people generally 
retreated with precipitation to the woods. They 
' were mostly employed in drying fish for the winter, 
and were often attended with dogs. The weather 
varied extremely. One day we were pinched wiVA 
cold; and, probably, the next, overpowered with 
the heat. Storms of lightning and thunder wete 
frequent ; and on one occasion we were obliged to 
screen ourselves from the. stones hurled in tbe air 
like sand, by lying flat on the ground. For a con- 
siderable time the nights were so light, that tbe 
stars could not be perceived, even after the sun 
descended below the horiason^ which, during our 
stay amongst the islands in the most northern lake, 
never happened; consequently, it was perpetual 
day-light. Our fare was varied by fish of different 
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kiuds, swans, geese, wild-fowl, partridges, hares, and 
venison, according to our situation ; and we always 
had plenty of berries ^of different softs. We crossed 
the Slave Lake without any material aficident; 
though the weather was very stormy, and we ^we 
Treqaently obliged to. land nnd gum our canoes. 

We fell in, one evening, with a lodge of Knis- 

teneaux Indians. Amongst them one man was very 

much indisposed, from a superstitious idea that his 

enemies liad thrown medicine at him, which he 

was firmly persuaded would cause, his death. Mr. 

Franklin assumed the character of physician, and 

professed to have an antidote that would effectually 

cure him. He made him a harmless, mixture, that 

had such a good effect upon his spirits, that he 

perfectly recovered. 

After so long a voyage, and. so many fatigues, 
we joyfully entered the Lake pf the Hills, across 
which we were speedily wafted by a fair wind to 
Chegewyan, where we found our former acquaint- 
ance in good health, and well pleased at our return. 
Our voyage being concluded, my journal closes, 
with the assurance that 1 ever am, most affection- 
ately, yours, 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 
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LETTER XLIII. 



Arthur MitUUetOH to his Brother 



Chepewyan Fort. 

My dear Brother, 

I ONCE more b^in my journal at this 
place, though I thall probably finish it at a great 
distance; as Mr. Franklin and I are siting at 
again, with Mr. Roseberrj, for a distant expedi- 
tion to the south-westward. Mr. Roseberry is 
attracted thither by the hopes of establishing a 
profitable trade with the tribes that inhabit those 
parts, and of discovering a passage, westward, io 
the Pacific Ocean; and we are drawn by th€ 
motive that has already led us so long a dance^ 
curiosity. Mr. Franklin says, that though we have 
seen the principal parts of the United States and 
Canada, with some of the Indian nations, yet he 
wishes to have a better acquaintance with those 
whose manners have not been changed by a com- 
munication with Europeans. 

I shall write as opportunity and matter invite 
me: what follows, therefore, will be a recital 
of our voyage. We proceeded up the Peace 
River, along a chain of lakes, the largest of which 
is the Athabasca, and passed by Peace Point, 
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jwi^ roQeif ed to n^me by a tvetntir of peace being 

b^d tjhciw ,t)etweevi the KnisteneaiHi: Attd Beairfflr 

I«4iaii0 ; 98 di4 .4ie Sl^^re River, fron the /gob* 

^^Mi)Bt$ ^lUI^ Knistcjneauii, ivHb# drove the inkahit* 

ai>te jie^ir P(vi(es9 Ift J^i^e I9 a xUsfanoe, and thoa 

cfiUed ihfm ^lw^» A fiJit of Awenty feet oUiged 

tifi Ao .ui^aqNd 4m cm99$9 and oaf ry tbaia nd our 

Iqiggag)^ acifOBS a icari^yu^ plaoe. The country 

\^e hid WMftQito pi69«d was low, awampy groHttd, 

waV ^U^d Kith wood • Tbe badks of the river, 

bot«Kieen ibis plicae saod Mr« Maokeiizie's establish- 

naeot, m^ire geaeidly iofty, aiad produce cyprew, 

ltt;rowf*vood> and tlftoru teees. On either aide of 

the riy^, UwHigh nait wiifatn «i^t of it, are ex* 

tisasive pUins, whjidi abound in buffiiloes, elks, 

ipc^vea, foxes, and bears. The Deer MovHitaia 

stiietcfaes'oiat 4o the westward ; and opposite to the 

eatablishinent are beautiful meadows, adorned with 

iriieguhur groves of poplar, and enlivened by herds 

of various animals. At this place our ears were 

frequently regakd with the sweet notes of a small 

bird, not so large as a robin; the neck, breast, 

and heUy of the aocjc, a^ of a deep scarlet : part 

of th^ body is of a delicate fawn colour ; the wings 

aie black, edged with iawn,*and have two white 

stjripes running across them ; the tail is variegaled, 

afld the bead crowned witih a tuft. The ben is of a 

smple fiiwn colauir, except a tippet of glossy yellow. 

The EstabUshiMnt, or Foit, as these trading 

houses aaecaiiedy consists aff bun boarded houses, 
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for the aooommodafioti of the traders in winter; 
and is provided with a garden, that grows turnips^ 
carrots, parsnips, potatoes, and cabbages. It being 
now the month of December, and the frost so severe 
that the. workmen's axes became as brittle as glass, 
determined as to halt here for a few weeks. The 
weather was soipetiroes extremely sjtormy: harri- 
canes of wind,. snow, rain, and hail, frequent!/ 
confined ns within the house; a restraint that I 
found very disagreeable. Several of the natives 
took up their abode with as, which gave us an op- 
portunity of observing their customs on particular 
occasions. A young man, called the Swan, lost 
ills father by an accident. He immediately retired 
in silence to his lodge, and fired his gun several 
times, as a notice to his friends not to intrude 
upon his retirement, because, from bis misfoTtonef 
he was grown carsless of life. The wife of the de- 
ceased expressed her grief by cries and tears, aad 
cutting oJBf her hair. She then took a sharp instrn- 
ment, and, with determined resolution, separated 
the nail from one 6f her fingers, and forced back 
the flesh beyond the first joint, which she cut off- 
On expressing my astonishment, she showed m^ 
that she bad lost the first joint of her two other 
fingers, as tokens of grief for the death of two 
of her sons. The men consider it a disgrace 
to ished tears when they are sober; therefoij^j 
they sometimes drink till they are intoxicated, that 
they may indulge fireely in lanientations. Tfie 
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i^rpinpn are the; slaves 5f their husbands. They 
carry * heavy loads, aad . perform the most laborioHs 
tasker^) whilst tbeif imperious masters walk by their 
s|dcsi w^ttl nptlpin^.but!a gun in their hands. . If a 
spot be chosen for an encampment, the men ait 
quiet^if do^wp s^nd; enjoy their pipes, leaving 4he 
YpmenitQ;^:^tI|<9 pol^ )n. circles, that meet at lop 
like a .tent), t and then coyer them with dmssed 
T][iqo6etdeer ^d(iinsi ^^vedi together. During the 
ifpinter, t^)sy,)W!ear,sao.w ^hOes, vto enable them to 
traverse thasoi^tK)e of:tbe country, which is a con- 
tinued sbqet qf snow, at that seaclon. The frames 
pf jlj(ie^;6l|9ie6: monjBOyader.of birch-wood ; and the 
I9^ttir|g3, of;tj^oiigs:,oC deeil-skrin^ -A very sudden 
alteration in the. seastni, from the severest incle* 
menqyi qf^jviator- to.the.. deUgbtftd 'beauties of 
spring, gave us jaotiee jit .was tin)e tQ pUt ourselves 
again in march. . .Thpi|g|i the river, pas still oo- 
vered with ic^> jthe plains .were of a verdant colour ; 
the trees and shrubsjii bu$l, and some, of them in 
floM^er,. Tfai^ was th^ {niddte of AprjiU AU things 
beings ready, we set. out in. pur .canoes, .and en- 
camped where .groves, ojC poplars, in every shape, 
vary the scepe; and. the ppen plains between them 
are enlivened with vast herds of elks and buffaloes* 
These pleasing, scenes, which continued for miles, 
were succeeded by hig|^; white cli^^. As we ad^ 
vanced, a river &%in from the noi[th. Ther^ ar^ 
also several islands and .^mall streams, on botii 
sides. We perceiyt^, f^lpfg.^he shore, tracks of 
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Itage beanu I was gretified ty tbe sight of tin 
den^ or wtDter ^varters, of one ^f ^hese animab. 
Ttny are a fiesoe apecimy aiMl called 4be GrMy 
Bear. Tlie den mas tea feet deep, fire feet high, 
and six feet vide. 

We saw some straggKi^ parties of Rockj 
Moootain Indians^ Mr. RoBeberiy prevariled, by 
presents and promises, -with one of them, io 
aocoaafianjr us as a guide ; but it 'was 'with grssl 
reluctance that his fiidier consented to it. '^ Mj 
son, (said he,) yoar departure tnakes my heart 
painful. The white people may be said to lob as 
of oar chikkea. They aie going to lead you into 
the midst of our enemies ; and perhaps you will 
never move letum to as. Were yon not with tkf 
chief, (by which he meant Mr. Roseberry,) I know 
not what I should do: but he requires your at- 
tendance, and you must follow him.** 

The banks of the river were diversified with 
woods, clay, rocky ctifis, and earths of red^ green, 
and yellow colours, which i think might be used 
in the composition of paints. In some places^ 
rivers fall into the main stream ; and in others are 
numerous islands. Poplar and white birch-treev 
are common ; and the country is so thronged with 
animals, as to recal the idea of a stall-yard. Tfe 
rocky mountains, with their snow-capped stun- 
mits, now became visible. Afler toiling against 
a strong current, we landed on an island, on which 
there were eight deserted lodges. The natives 
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had prepaied bark foe several canoes ; and we pei^ 
cmeA traees of a road^ aloog the hilb wiiere thejf 
had passed. Near it we saw a gioand«faog ; and in 
Mine places the earth had been turned up by the 
bears, in search of roofs: and over the shore 
hovered two cormorants, which were probably 
watching for fish in the river. Soon after this, 
we had great difficulties to encounter, ftom eddies, 
currents, cascades, and rapids, in the river, which 
was bounded, particularly on one side, by a range 
of steep, over-hanging rocks, beneath which thb 
current drove our canoe, with almost irresistible 
impetuosity. Here are several islands of solid 
rocks, covered with a small portion of verdure, 
which has been worn away by the constant force 
of the current. The under part of these islands is 
so much diminished, probably by the friction of 
ice at the water's edge, that they have the ap- 
pearance of large table?, supported by a pedestal. 
Their principal inhabitants are wild geese, which 
weie, at this time, breeding and rearing their 
young. 

Our Indian guide alarmed us so much by his 
account of the dangers of the navigartion, that Mr. 
Boseberry, myself, and two of the people^ ascended 
the bank, which Was very high, that we knight 
reconnoitre the country before us. As we passed 
through the woods, we came to an enclosure, 
' which had been formed by the natives for snaring 
the elk, which was so large, we could not discover 
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its extent. After travelling for some' hours through 
the forest, which consisted of the sprifce^ birch, 
and tlie largest poplars we had ever seen, we sunk 
down upon the river, where the bank is low, and 
near the foot of a mountain, between which and 
a high ridge, the river flows in a stream of about a 
hundred yards broad ; though, at a small distance 
below, it rushes .on between perp^ndicolar rockSf 
which con^nc it within half that breadth. Here 
we anxiously waited for the arrival of the canoe. 
After exploring the shore, both way», we met it at 
the entrance of the narrow channel, which our 
people had reached, after inexpressible fatigue and 
danger. An Indian was then sent forward on shoTe? 
to examine the passage, who returned, at the close 
of evening, with an alarming account of the obsta- 
cles before us. Our diffioiUies increased every 
mile. In passing the foot of a roct:, we were oblig- 
ed to cut steps in it, for the distance of twenty feet, 
from which Mr. Franklin, at the hazard of his 
life, leaped on a small rock beneath, and received 
four of the men on his shoulders, who, with great 
labour, dragged up the canoe, and in the attempt 
injured her. With the branches of a dry. tree that 
had fallen from the upper part of the rock, we made 
a fire, and repaired our bark^ which we towed along 
the rocks to (he next point; though not without 
risking the safety of the men, who were obliged to 
pass on the outside of trees that grew on the edge 
of the precipice. It nowfoecamo necessary to cross 
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the stream, where the water was so rapid, that 
some of the people prepared themselves for swim- 
niing for their lives, by stripping to their shirts. 
Often were we compelled to unload and carry 
every thing but the canoe over the rocks; and 
indeed it required great exertion to prevent her 
from, being dashed to pieces against them, by the 
violence of the eddies. At length, the agitation of 
the water was so great, that a wave, striking on the 
bow of the canoe, broke the line, and filled me, 
^who was on shore, assisting the men in towing,} 
with inexpressible terror, when I saw the vessel on 
the point of being dashed to shivers, and my friends, 
particuUrly my revered and beloved Mr. Franklin, 
in danger of perishing. No words can describe 
my feelings at that alarming moment; but another 
wave tranquillized my fears, by driving her out of 
the tumbling water, when, by the united>fforts of 
the men, she was brought on shore, where we 
pitched our tents, to give time for consideration 
on the course we should pursue; for as far as the 
eye could reach, the river appeared one white 
sheet of foaming water. Finding the succession 
of rapids and cascades impassable, M r. Roseberry 
determined to attempt ascending the mountain 
with the baggage and canoe: an undertaking that 
must have been impracticable, but for the united 
courage and perseverance of Mr. Roseberry and 
Mr. Franklin, who encouraged the men by their 
example and firmness, to perform what id^ny would 

have 



have deemed imposiibhfl At break of iny we afl 
started, aad eteiy man took an BX^e part in cat- 
ting a road up the moimtain. To aoeoMplibh (his 
they were obliged to fell the trees that stood iti tbe 
tray, which they generally contrived should fell 
parallel with the rood, M^itbouf s^lraliiig tbem 
entirely from the roots; so that they form^ a kind 
of railing on each side. The steep shelving it>ck9 
increased the diflictilty of bringing ttie baggage 
from the side of the river to the encaftipmeht, as 
the first man who made a false step must have fallen 
headlong into the water. The canoe was draggled 
up the precipice, by having the line doubled, and 
fastened ib tUe stomps as they advanced. Before 
aftiernoon the whole was safely lodged, with* inde- 
fatigable labour, on the summit, where we per- 
ceived ourselves surrounded by mountains still 
higher, whose tops were covered with snow. We 
took up pur abode for the night, near a rivulet 
that issues from* a large mass of ioe or snow. In 
this unpleasant march, we saw spruce, red pine, 
cypress, poplar, red birch, willow, aldet*, arrow- 
wood, red-wood, liard, service-tree; and bois- 
picant, which rises about nine feet high, grows io 
joints, without branches, and is tufted at the end. 
The stem is small, and of equal thickness from top 
to bottom, and is covert with small prickles. 
There were also gooseberry and current trees, and 
several kinds of briars. Our descent led us down 
some steep bills,* and through a wtkkl of tall pines. 

After 
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^^fter all this toll and trouble, we reached the rircr 
nbove the rapids, without any material accident, 
and once more entrusted ourselves to the watery 
element. There were mountains on all sidef of 
ns; one, especially, of a very great height. The 
river became extremely wide,, and flill of islands, 
which again changed to more confined bounds^ 
and a smooth, strong current. With some vari- 
sttions we proceeded to a beautiful sheet of water, 
wlncid was seen to advantage from the rays of a 
brilliant sun sparkling on its surface. At the ter- 
mination of this prospect^ the river was barred 
with rocks, forming cascades and small islands. 
There was likewise a chain of mountains running 
south and north, as far as we could see. We al 
length arrived at a fort, where the river separates 
into two branches. By the advice of our guide, 
we took that which inclined to the cast. In tho 
course of this day's voyage, we observed a Vcist 
number of beaver lodges. In some places these 
active, sagacious^ animals had cut down several 
acres of large poplars ; and we saw a great number 
of them. The time which these wonderful crea- 
tiires allot for their labours, either in erecting their 
curious habitations, or providing food, is the wholj^ 
interval between tlie rising and the setting sun. 
Of late, the weather had been extremely cold : it 
now suddenly changed to a degree of heat that we 
found overpowering, 'this alteration brought back 
our old tormentors^ .the gnats and musquitocs; 
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and we were frequent!/ incommoded wiili'-beary 
rains and thunder*s(onns. 

Having already passed beyond the knowledge of 
our^uide, we were anxious to <meet with some of 
Uie.natives, who could give os further Infbrcnatioa 
of the course we should pursue to come to the sea, 
the object we had in view. A smell of tire, and 
the noise of people in the wooils^ api)eared fa- 
vourable to our wishes; but they were shy, and 
fpr soipe time concealed themselves. A length, 
two men ventured to an eminence opposite to us, 
brandishing their spears; displaying their bows 
and arrows; and, with loud shouts, expressing a 
hostile disposition. Our interpreter wa3 some 
time before lie could peirsuade ,them we were 
friends, who visited their country only from curi- 
osity. As spon; as we. huided, Mr. Roseberry 
took each of them by the hand. One of the twq, 

as a token of submission, dre^ a knife from his 

. ... 

sleeve, and presented it to. himy sbakii;^ wilh fear 
at the same time. Tkeir .party consisted .only of 
three men, three women, anda.few bpys and girls. 
They examined us, and every thing about us, witli 
the most minute and suspicious attention, doubt* 
ing yet whether we were friends or enemies.- They, 
had heard^ indeed, of white mejUj but hadj^ever seen 
any Jb^efore, which readily accpunte/or, their alarm 
qn our appearance. The tallest of then^ did not 
exceed iive feet sis or ^efen inches in .height. 
Yhey had meagre countenances^ though their faces 

were 
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were round, which might be attributed (o the harcU 
ness and uncertainty of their fare. They had liigh 
cheek-bones, and small dark brown eyes, with hair 
of a dingy black, hanging in loose disorder over 
their shoulders ; and their complexion was of a 
swarthy yellow. Their dress consisted of robes, 
made of the skins of the beaver, the ground hog, 
and the rein-deer, dressed in the hair; and of the 
moosc-^kin, without it. All of them were orna- 
mented with a fringe, and some of them had tassels 
hanging down the seams. The tails of the animal 
were left hanging on those made of the skin of the 
ground-hog, which served instead of tassels. They 
tie these robes over the shoulders, and fasten them 
round the middle with a belt of green skin, as stifF 
as born. Their leggins and shoes resemble those 
of the other tribes. The women's dress is nindi 
(he same, except the addition of an apron that 
reaches to the knees. Their hair is divided from 
the forehead to the crown, and drawn back in long 
plaits behind tiie ears. As destitute as these people 
are of every thing we Europeans call corafoff^ 
they wear bracelets of horn and bone ; and the men 
only htive the privilege of being adorned wTth 
necklaces, made of -the claws of the grisly or white 
bear. Their arms tire spears, and bows tind arrows, 
^hicb, with their knives and tools^ are partly made 
efiron; a circumstance that convinced Mr. Rose-' 
berry they h&d communication with some of th^ 
iribes that border the sea-coast ; though they eitfier 
-• • ' S 9 could 
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could not, or vrere unwilling to direct our course 
thither. Bribes at length prevailed with one of 
them to join our party, as a guide. They shoved 
us snares made of green skin^ cut to the size of 
sturgeon twine; and though, wlien a number of 
them are twisted together, ihty do not exceed the 
thickness of a cod-line, yet they are strong enough 
to hold a mooso-deer. Their nets and fishing 
lines are made of willow-bark and nettles. We 
parted in a friendly manner, which was mutually 
expressed by presents* They gave us some trout, 
and two quivers of excellent arrows, which we 
repaid in beads and pern Lean. We again embark- 
ed, with our new guide, who regarded Mr. Bxise* 
berry as a being of a superior nature, whom he was 
bound to obey ; an idea that was very convenient, 
as his attendance was essentially necessary. We 
passed a river on the left, at the foot of a moun- 
tain, which, from its cone-like form, we named 
the Beaver Lodge ' Mountain. As we advanced, 
this mountain changed its appearance to that of a 
succession of round hills,, covered with woods 
almost to their summits, which were white with 
snow, and crowned with withered trees. By the 
direction of our guide, We. now quitted the main 
branch, as he assured us it would soon terminate. 
The stream we pursued led us through a succesaoa 
of small lakes. We saw great numbers of swans, 
geese, and ducks ; and gathered plenty of wild 
paismp&. Blue jays, yellow birds, and one beau- 
tiful 
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tiful humming bird, sported amongst the trees, 
which were principally spruce, white birch, wil- 
low, and alder. Here we reached the source of 
Unjigali, or Peace River, which, after a winding 
course through a vast extent of country, receiving 
many large rivers in its progress, and passing 
through the Slave Lake, discharges its waters into 
the Frozen Ocean. Having perceived a beaten 
path, we landed and unloaded where the natives 
had formerly encamped. They had left baskets 
hanging on the trees, ir* which we found a net, 
some Tiooks, a goat's horn, and a wooden trap for 
taking the ground-hog. Here two streams tumble 
down the rocks into the lake we had left; whilst 
two others fall from the opposite heights, and glide 
into the lake, to which we now committed our- 
selves, without an apprehension of the dangers 
and sufferings that awaited us. In the midst of a 
rapid current, our canoe struck, and notwithstand- 
ing all our exertions, the violence of the stream 
drove her sideways down the river, and broke her 
by the first bar. We all instantly jumped into 
the water; but before we could, with our united 
force, either set her straight, or stop her, we came 
to such a depth of water, that we were obliged to 
re-embark with the uttuost precipitation. We were 
scarcely seated, when she drove against a rock, 
which shattered the stern in such a manner, that 
the steersman could no longer keep his place. 
The violence of this shock drove us to the opposite 
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side of (be rWety vihen the bow met wkh the«ame 
fate as the stern. At this moment the foreman 
seized on some branches of a small tree^ in hopes 
of bringing up the canoe; but such was their 
elaslicity, that, to our great surprise, he was jerked 
pn shore in an instant, with a degree of violence 
that endangered his life. But oar own danger \¥as 
too great to leave us at leisure to enquire into his 
fate; for, in a few moments^ we came across a 
cascade, Uiat broke several large holes in the bot- 
tom of the canoe. The wreck becoming flat on 
the water, we all jumped out, ami hehl iasi to it» 
In this situation we were forced several hundred 
jcgrds, with the constant expectatiou^of being over- 
whelmed. When our strength was nearly exbaust- 
ed> and every one began to think death inevitable, 
we came to shallow water and a small eddy, where, 
from the weight of the canoe resting on the stones, 
we were enabled to stop hs further progress ; and 
qalling to the people on shore for assistance, amongst 
whom we espied the foreman unhurt, we Mere 
rescucil from this imminent danger. The joy of 
escape was so great, tbat we scarcely considered 
9ttr misfortune as it really deserved ; our whole 
atock of balls, and some other useful articles, 
being irretrievably lost by this accident, and our 
canoe so shattered as to be unfit for service. In 
tills deplorable condition, most men would ha?e 
thought of nothing but th^ speediest means of 
return. The resolution of Mr. Franklin and Mr, 
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Roseberry was not to be shaken. They both urcrc 

deteFmined to overcome every obstacle withiR the 

power of man to subdue. They consoled the peoplej 

Vfbo were ready to dcspnir, nvith kind aUentions; 

and alleviated their fatigue with j-est, and the best 

refreshments llicy could provide. When they 

were well recruited, they animated their drooping 

courage by exhortations, and well-timed praises of 

their past courage, wliich, with tho prospect of sooa 

reach ii)g a smoother river, had such an effect, that 

they declared, they were ready to follow wherever 

they "would lead them. Our first employment 

was to seek for bark to tepair our canoe; a task 

not eflected without difficalty; Several falls: in 

the river, and the. obstruction of trees that lay 

across it^ rendered a passage impracticable fov 

Tniles; and every man was- obliged to assist in car«* 

rying the canoe and the lading through a low^ 

swampy country, their, feet frequently sticking in 

quagmires of mud. Wearied with (bis laborious 

exertion, we sometimes ventured to put the canoe 

inta the water; but her progress was soon inter* 

rupted by the drift wood and prostrate trees^ which 

GompeUed us taadvance alternately by land ani 

water^ according to circutfnstances, tili we joyfully 

arrived oir the: bank of a navigable river, on the 

west side of the first great range of mountains. 

Ha-e 1 will- close this part of my narrative,' 
tbiakiog it will bo more convenient to you to^ 
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diride it. in another letter^ I shall relate ibe 
future events of oar journey* Adieu, £?er yomc 
a&ctionate 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON. 



LETTER XLIV* 

Arthur Middhton to his Brother Eddoin* 

' TacoutckeTeutyOrOolmjii^ 

Mr D£AR BROTaEB^ 

THE excessive fatigues m hpA latdjr 
vndergone made it necessary to haU^ ^ recruii 
fhe strength and spirits of our iiien. Mr. Rosc^^ 
berry »afs bowfiver^ anxious to xe«4»9»b(irk as sq»i 
as ppsslblfi. Tile country,, for ^me time, was 
rather low 9. and our view contined^by iroodsi at fk 
small distafiee from the banks. A lUtle beyond, 
Ihe river divided into two branches. W£ followod 
Ibe raost westerly course, and bad not. proceeded 
fiir before clouds of thick smoke rose from tko 
ivoQds, accompanied with a; strong odour of the 
gum. of x;y press and the, spruce fir; but notwith*. 
standing, .tliat, we saw none of the natives. Tbo 
banks here arc composed of high, while cliffs^ 
crowned with pinnacles in very grotesque shapes, 
tbai^ with the assistance:! of a iivcly imagination, 

might 
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might be compared (o a succession of Gothic towers, 
ivhilst the river at their base tamblcd in cascades 
lind impetuous whirlpools, that complete the ro« 
mantrc scenery. This irregularily in the river 
once more obliged us to convey our crazy bark on 
the men's shoulders for more than lialf a mile, 
over a most rugged, rocky hill. After this fatigue, 
we partook, with our brave fdlows, of a refreshing 
meal of pemican, rendered savory with wiki oni« 
ons, that grew plentifully on the banks, which 
were overshadowed by lofty firs and wide-spreading 
cedars. Our Indians shot the largest of two red 
deer, which came to theedgeef the water to drink; 
and, from the number of their tracks, we suppose 
that they abound in this country. Many of the 
spruce trees bad been stripped of their bark, pro«' 
bably by the natives, io make coverings for their 
cabins. The shores now became of a moderate 
height, covered with poplars and cypresses. We- 
passed a comfortable night under the shelter of aw^ 
Indian house, deserted by its inhabitants. It was of- 
considerable size, and had accommodations for three 
families. Behind the beds was a narrow space^ 
a little raised, for the purpose of keeping fish. The 
walls were formed of very straight spruce timbers,,- 
and the roof was of bark, supported by spars, resting 
on a ridge pole, fastened together by the fibres of the 
cedar. Along the upper part of the building were 
fixed large rods, on which they hang their fish to* 
drj. The most extraordinary pteco of fiurniture 
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left in this'dMreliing ^as a machine to cafch Istrge 
fish^ of such unwieldy diinensionS) that the bouse 
must have been unroofed to let it in. It somewbat 
resembled an eel-basket in forni) and was made of 
long pieces of split woody placed an inch asunder, 
on six hoops. A boat of. the same material was 
added to it, into which the &b> maj be driren, 
Tirhen they are to be taken out of the macbinek On 
a point, at a little distance, we discovered an 
oblong heap,, neatly walled and covered with bark, 
which we conjectured to be a tomb» Near it was 
fixed a poIe> ten or twelve feet high, with a piece 
of bark banging to' it^ which might expicss some 
memorial of the deceased* SeveraV rivers, from 
different quarters^ occasionally joined the maia 
stream ; aad many, islands appeared^ on some of 
which we observed Indian* booses, like that I have 
just described. The clii&r are of various colours 
and shapes. In one place they rose like ancient 
castles, of white and red clay; and in another, tbo 
forms were equally giotesque, but of blue and 
yellow. 

We perceiiEcd a. canoe with- one roan in it,, who,, 
on seeing us, immediately gave the whoop, to 
alarm bis friends on sbore^. who obeyed, his sum*^ 
mons> by their hostile appearance on the bank ;. 
being armed with bows and arrows,, and spoars,. 
^hich they brandished, by way of defiance. 
According to our interpreters, they threatened us 
with instant death, if we should offer to land; and^ 

as 



M a confirmation of that threat, discharge a y6\iby^ 

of arrouvs at as, which, howevtsr, passed over the 

boat witfaoat hurting ns. As- we «tood greatly 11% 

need of information for our future course,' Mr.' 

¥ranklia oflferedto go alone to the beach opposite 

to where they were, hoping they would consider it 

as a mark of confidence^ and an offi^r of friendship.* 

His scheme succeeded* Two of them put off in ^ 

canoe, but had not courage to land^ till he bad 4n«» 

Tited them. by a display of. looking-glasses, beads/ 

and other aliurii^ trinkets. At length they yen- 

ture(ltto«land; and were persuaded to sit down, 

and suffer ^our interpreterr to approach, who as«* 

sared themr'of our friendly intentions. We were* 

now admitted to join their friends^on the opposite 

s&orc, amongst whom Mr. Rosieberry distributed^ 

presents^ and treated their chiklrea with^sugar/ 

la reply to -his questions conocrning the country 

tefore US) they told him thai the river runs a vast* 

way towards the mid-day sua; and, at its raouth^^ 

as' they had. heard, white people^ who came in. 

qanoes as big as- istands, were building-^ houses » 

that) ba^ides the difficulties of the navigations^ 

which in many parts were great^ .we should ^suflSsr^ 

from tlie. hostile disposition>«of«' the ^ natives, who^- 

were of a ferocious character. ■ This unwclcome>> 

intelligence did ^oi deter ourt leader froia'Conti^ 

nuing his design*. He persuaded two "^ of* t)ieit» 

people io go with us as conductors, and^ prepared* 

ior our departure^ ,1 should lemaric, that this 'W9^ 

''<* S6 a fishing , 
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a &lbmg party, but jiirt .arrived froin n dbtiinee^ 
intending to pass the sumiber liere, for the ssk^ oi 
]^v:iding a store of fish against the winter. Thef 
ipcre bttsy 10 niakiag nachioes of tbesacae kand as^ 
that we had seen in the deserted house. Thejr 
IKere.cIad ia leather, and had aome beaYser and 
i;abbit skin bhinkets. Their iiiaiiBeK& and appear* 
tnoe qearly resembk those of the Bockj Hfeun- 
tain Indians. It was not long before we weie 
i^in tempted to hind, by the appearaaoe of a 
auhtenanean house, the roof of which only could 
be seen above ground. The fear of as had drires 
the inhabitaatfft away. They, howerer, appeared 
•n a neighbouring mountain, in a menaeiag pos- 
ture, making the most fraatic gestuies, and faeiduig 
their bows and arrows ready to> riioot. Their 
robes were fastened round the neck, but the right 
arm was hfi fiee, and beneath it^ hung a blanket, 
or leaiher jooftorhig, which might be used as a kind 
qf shield. Aftetr some efibrts,* we found means la 
gain their coofideni^ and friendship. In elderly 
man, who seemed lo be a person of authority, 
^ttt^ched oiit somethiag like a mstp of the oountryr 
§0V our guidance, on a piece of bark ;: though he 
could noi help expressing his asloaishmentat Bfr. 
Rosebejrry^s enquiries, as he said he thought white 
men kn?w every thing. Mr. Roseberry, desiroas 
qI inaintainiiig this idea of superiority, replied, 
that tbey oertaii^y wece acquainted with- the prin* 
ci|»al *€ucumstaBoes of every part of the world, 

bat 
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but that he did i)ot know tbe obstructions he migbt 
nieet with in passing down that river^ a« well as 
iliosB who lived on its banks. Beit^c^ assured from 
the repocts of this people, who are called the Atnak 
tribe, that the navigation would be long and difficulty 
if not impraclicabley Mr. Roseberry determine 
to return up the river, as far as the Nagallers^ 
or Carrier iiKlians^ the last nation we had seen^ 
and then endeavour to penetrate to tin sea over 
land. 

Our eanoe was in such a crazy condition, that it 
'fias scaKoety safe lor service. A young man^ 
who had pxosaiaed to go with us. to introduce us as 
friends to ihe neict tribes, diose to go by land, and 
Olgaged to me^ us at the subterranean house : on 
seeing him again, he assiured us that there was a 
plot to destroy us, or prevent our progress. Ao- 
eordingly, wherever we landed, the houses were 
deserted, 'and every thing left to ournwercy, in 6ach 
haste had the inhabitants abandoned tbem» A ge* 
neral tenror seemed to have possessed them an 
our nen equally, who wejre earnest to retorn home^ 
but the firm composure of Mr. Roseberry, second* 
ed by Mr* Franklin, deterred them from their pro- 
ject. We passed a painful nigfaft under the remains 
of a broken shed, two of us watching whilst the 
vest slept. Towards morning, as it was my turn 
to keep OR the look out, I was surprised by a ms* 
lling in the woods, attd incessant barking of our 
faithful 0og» i kept my eye fixed on the part 
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whence (lie. noise proceeded, when I observed 
something like a man, creeping on all-foQrs.< I 
called up Mr. Roseberrj without delay, and it 
proved to be an old, grey-headed, blind roan, who 
bad been driven by extreme hun|:er to leave his 
hiding-place. From him we learned that the people 
regarded us as enemies; especmify as we had 
returned by the river, contrary to oar declared" 
intention, and, from a motive of self-defence, bad 
abandoned their habitations, and dispersed tbeni- 
selves in the woods, to such distance that a con- 
siderable tim^ must pass before they could- raily^ 
again. This intelligence was most onweiepme toallr 
our pstrtj, who wished to parson the object tkat firsts 
drew us into the uncultivated wilds; as we wdt* 
knew it would* be impossible to proceed wtthoot a» 
guide, and our young man had fled with the rert. 
Our situation was now every way alarn\in^; our 
men were in ill humour, approaoiiing to rebellkm;- 
our provisions^ and ammunition ran short ; and the- 
natives were not only jealous of our designs, but^ 
determined to prevent us from patting them in* 
execution. We occasionally saw a f&w stragglers,^ 
either in* canoes or on the shore: our entreaties to^ 
them wece unavailing : they fled from us as^f they^ 
were afraid of a peBtiieotial infection. 

The canoe was become so leaky ^. that wewere^ 
under the necessity, of building a new one.' The 
blind man, whom we fed and* won by fctnd treatment, 
directed us*4o a place jvLei^ wq might get .plenty o£ 
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eedar and bark. Every man had lib part assigned 

Iiim ; and in a day or two the work was finished^ 

much to Mr. lloseberry's satisfaction. This gave 

the men fresh spirits ; especially as we perceived 

two men in a canoe^ who landed on the island 

ivhere vie then were, and one of them was out 

guide, who declared he never intended to desert 

us, but Ihat he had Ix;en all this time seeking foe 

his relations, who had been seized with the general 

panic. He was covered with a painted beaver robe, 

so that we scarcely knew him in this new garb. 

During our stay on this island, we were inexpressiblj^ 

teased by the sand«fly, and were obliged to be put 

on the short allowance of two meals a day. One of 

our- repasts was composed of the dried rows of fish, 

pounded and boiled in water, thickened with a 

small quantity of flour and a little fat. You 

raay smile at our cookery ; but use and necessity 

reconciled us to it> and gave . us, at least, (he 

advantage of the habit of m^oderation, and content* 

ment with, plain fare, which is valuable in every 

situation of life. 

We bad some difficulty, in repassing the rapids^ 
but not so great as before* Wc iell in with a party 
of the Nascud Denee Indians, who^ friendship 
was secured by our guide, who^. a& a reward for 
bis fidelity, was dressed by Mr. Roseberry in a 
jacket, trowsers, and European hat. 

Here we wefe obliged tp leiye oqr^canoe, with 
• siich. things as were too bulky to carry on our 
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6acks. In order to preserve them against oar 
let urn, we erected a sort of stage, on wliicli the 
canoe was placed, bottom upwards, and defended 
from t)>e snn by branches of trees. Near it was 
bailt a long square of logs, io contain the rest of 
eur treasure. Having taken these precautions, we 
set out on our perilous journey by land, each man 
carrying a load of pcmican on his shouklers, and 
an equal weight of ammunition, besides bis gun. 
The first day we marched twelve miles, ihroBgh 
woods, along a rugged path, and were glad io repose 
our weary limbs at an Indian camp of three £fes. 
A party from the westward joined us, and raised 
<Nir hopes by the assurance that it was not more 
than eight days* journey to the sea. They proposed 
to 9ead two young men before us, to prepare the 
natives for our approach, and ensure us a fiivourable 
leception, which was thankfully accepted. 

We followed our gtiides along the edge of a hke, 
through thick woodsy-and without any path for some 
distance. We then crossed a creek, and enteied upon 
a beaten track, through an open country, sprinkted 
Illicit h cypress trees. At noon the sky became blacky 
and a heavy gust, with rain, succeeded, attended 
with a violent hail-storm. The ground was covered 
with hail-stones of an enonnous siaee, such as we 
liad never seen before ; and as the rain continued^ 
we fixed up a thin, light, oil-cloth, to shelter us 
from it^ and under this covering we passed the 
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night.. The neajt day we tra veiled s^long a level 
country, embdlidied wUU ^ fif«trecs : but as wo 
had seen no water, we suffered from intderabl^ 
thirst » 

The mUiV(^ tbat we now fdl in with, bore a 

di£fer»it appearance from any we bad yet seen. 

Amongst. tbem wdsa woman, who had come from 

the sea-coast : sbe was rather corpulent, of )ow 

stature, bad grey eyea^ and a flattisb nose. She 

vras dressed out in various fiinery, sudi as large 

blae hieads^ -cither banging from iier ears, braided 

\rk her hair, or ;eiicircUng her neck. She also wore 

bracetd^ of brass, copper, and horn. Her under 

dress yFas^akind of tunic, covered with a robe of 

rnatted bark, fringed round the bottom with sea* 

otter skin. These people appear to treat age witb 

|he greatest rever^ce and afieotioo ; for we obserV^ 

•d an oki wpmap, who from extrsme age was qaite 

Vklinci and ujaable to walk, whom they carried by 

tarns on their backs. Thjey are. equally attentive 

to the memofy of tlicir deceased relations', as ap* 

peared from a midd(e<-aged woman, whom we saw 

earnestly weediug a circular spot ; and on enquiring 

the cause of this care, from which our approach 

did not iu the leiist disturb her, the by-standcrs 

informed us, that the ashes of her husband and 

h(ur son were buried there ; and that she nevei? 

passed that way without paying this tribute ol 

ber r^rd. 

As wfi .advanced, the coantry became more 

' thickly 
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tbickljr inliabited. By the goocT oflBces of imt 
couriers, we had genemllj a hosptfaUe reception, 
and were sometimes regaled with a fetr dried fish. 
We frequently changed our guides, few being 
willing to go with us a great way from home; hut 
>vhen they reached the extent that suifed their con* 
vcDience, they transferred us io others, who in their 
turn escorted us as far as they chose, or porfalips a» 
long as they had any personal acquanUatH^ with the 
inhabitants. 

The West- road river crossed our cpatb: w^ 
forded it about knee doep and a hondred yards 
wide. Twelve dreary miles we passetl €>vef an 
exterisive swamp, in whidv we ivere oft^ ofef the 
ancles : an evil that was increased by rainy weatlier. 
In this part of the road we were struck^ with the 
singular appearance of several regular basons : some 
were filled with water,^ and others were empty f^b^^ 
whether they were natural or artifkial, cotild not 
be ascertai^ied. We arrived at the banks of 9n<y 
tJ)er considerable river, abounding* ^itb fish, which 
afforded us an agreeable change of food j game of 
all kinds having been unaccountably scarce. Wcr 
proceeded beneath a range of beautiful hHls; and 
beyond them, to the south, we discovered the top 
of mountains covered with snow. The river being 
too deep ib ford,, we crossed it on a raft, and tbea 
marched till we reached two^ houses pttosantl^ 
situated. We entered them, and found them without 
iiihctbilants ; but as the fnrhltufc was hot rotuovftl^ 
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Vic supposed the owners were at no great tli^ftance^ 

INear them were several graves or monuments^of the 

dead, which the natives greatly revere, and never 

suffer any weeds or grass to grow upon them. A 

little beyond we fell in with a party of Red-fish men, 

who appeared more healthy, cleanly , and agreeable, 

than any of the natives we had yet seen. They told 

us there were but a few days' journey to the sea. 

They showed no signs of ahirni at our appearance; 

nor did they express more than surprise at the sound 

of our fire-arms, though oneof our hunters killed aa 

esig\e in their presence. A most uncomfortable 

succession of rainy weather increa9ed the difficuUics 

of our journey : we were often drenched to the skin^ 

and obliged to halt to dry our clothes. This part 

of the country is iutersected with rivulets, lakes^ 

and swamps. , 

, AU ofir guides having deserted us, we were at a 
loss which way to proceed ; and under great appre- 
hensions from the natives, wiio, unapprised of our 
approach, or the design of our journey, might mis- 
take u$ for enemies, and treat us as if we were so. 
In thi^ state of uneasiness and doubt, wc suddenly 
came to a house built in a verdant plain, near the 
side of the river .^ Mr. Rosebcrry, with his usual 
counige, entered it alone. The women and chiUlren, 
on beholding him, uttered the most horrid shrieks, 
believing that they were attacked by enemies, and 
that they should b^aM immediately massacred. A 

mail 
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man tbat was with (hem fled out at a back door^ be* 
fore Mr. Roseberry could prevent his flight. 

A display of beads and trinkets, with gentleness of 
manners, gradually allayed their appr(5hensions9 and 
prevailed with the women to bring back the man, 
who, after repeated efforts, returned with a com- 
panion, who harangued us in a very loud tone of 
' voice. The purport of his address was, that he trust- 
ed in our mercy, and we might kill him if it was our 
pleasure; though he hoped for our friendship, rather 
than our enmity. Having conciliated them by gifts^ 
the first man and his son agreed to accompany us; 
and, that they might not be burdensome, they sup* 
ported themselves by fishing, and the intier bark of 
trees, that they stripped off^with a thin piece of bone. 
This food is very agreeable to them, and is of a gla* 
tinous quality, Ivith a clammy, sweet taste. 

Our path now wound over the monntains ; some- 
times climbing the steep ascents, then descending 
their rugged sides. The fatigue of this laborious 
march was alleviated by the assurance of odr guides, 
that, at the termination of this high range, we 
should reach the ocean. We passed a number of 
houses, but never saw one in tliis country without 
a tomb belonging to it. Our present guides were 
rery communicative ; from them we learned that 
they .sometimes burned their dead, except the 
larger bones, which are rolled up in bark, and 
hung on jxjles near the tomb. On other occa- 
wons they bury the corpse, and when the same 

family 
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familj- loses another relation, the remains of tli« 
person last interred are taken out of the grave and 
burned : so that the individuals of the same family 
make room for each other, and one tomb serves a 
whole race through succeeding generations. 

Tiie face of the country cohtinaed much as I last 
described it. We met with several rivers of di& 
ferent magnitudes: some %ve forded, and others we 
crossed on rafts ; though, if the current was nottoo 
«trong, I generally preferred swimming, an exerciso 
in wiiich I am become very expert. 

Wc were joined by a numerous party of meni 
women, and children, of a most friendly disposi*- 
tion, who said they were going on a fishing expe* 
dition ; and as their road was the same as ours, 
tliey offered to travel in company, which was very 
agreeable to us. Their aspect was very pleasing, 
and their complexion fairer than the tribes we had' 
lutherto seen; perhaps because their skins were ia 
a more cleanly condition. The women wore their 
hair tied in large loose knots, over the ears, and 
neatly plaited from the division of the head. These 
tresses were intermingled with beads, disposed 
with some degree of taste. The men were dressed 
in leather, and their hair nicely combed. Every 
man, woman, and child, carried a load of beavers- 
coating and parchment, skins of the otter, marten^ 
{)ear, lynx, and dressed moose-skihs, in proportion 
to their strength, which they intended to barter 
with the people of the sea-coast, who «ell them to 

white 
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IwhUc men iliai visH these parts, as they fold tis, in 
canoes like floating houses. At noon we sat down 
on a pleasant green spot, to partake of our allowance 
of pemican, whh wild parsnips for our sauce. 
Whilst we were thus employed, the leader of (be 
][)arty and one of his companions engaged in a sort 
of game. They had each a bundle of about fifty 
small sticks, neatly polished^ of the size of a qnill, 
and five inclies long : some of these sticks had red 
lines round them, and as many of these as one of the 
players chose, were curiously rolled up in dry giAss, 
and his antagonist lost or won, according as he 
guessed their number and marks. The loser parted 
with a bow and arrows, and several other arlicles. 
A sudden caprice determined our new companions 
to change their route, and transfer us to other guides; 
though not till they had increased our exhausted 
store of provisions, by a kettle of boiled fish roes^ 
mixed, to the thickness of a pudding, with strong, 
rancid oiL These strangers led us through woods 
to the banks of another river that flowed from the 
mountain : the country beyond it was swampy, and 
encumbered with a multitude of fallen trees. 

Having passed this tract, we began to ascend; 
and though surrounded by mountains covered wilh 
snow, we were mueh teased with musquitoes. In 
one of the valleys, at the foot of a mountain, we s&w 
a great number of moles ; and presently afterwards 
perceived mnny ground hogs, and- heafrd them 
wWstle in every direction. We now ;gaiiied a 

barren 
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Ilece we were attacked by a violent hurricane of 

\¥iiid, hail| rain, and 5now, and could find no other 

shelter (ban the leeward side of a huge rock. A 

stupendous, mountain rose before us, whose snow*' 

clad summit was lost in the clouds ; bnt thq rirer 

to which our course was directed rolled between 

us and it. As we pro<5peded, we seemed to leave 

the mountauis and descend into the level country ; 

and, in our way, saw larger and loftier elder 

and cedar trees than we had ever seen in any 

country. 

. We followed tlie tract of our guides, who had 
gone before us, to a village, where we arrived late 
in the evening. Mr. Roaeberry, with his accus- 
tomed, courage, entered the first house, without 
-waiting for an invitation. jThe people were busy 
in cooking fi^^h : they directed us by signs to go to a 
large house, erected on upright posts, at some dis« 
tancc from the gronnd. A bro^id piece of timber, 
with steps cut in it, formed the entrance, by Hvhich 
we ascended, and passed three firesi, at equal dis- 
tances, in the middle of the building. -SeiVeral 
people, sealefl upon a very wide board, at the upper 
end of it, received us kindly^ and directed a mat to 
be placed befi^rc Mr. Roseberry, Mr. Franklin, and 
m>'$clf; and then, brought a roasted salnion for each 
of us, distinguishing us from our people, to whom 
they gave only half our portion. Our meal wad 
iSnisbed by two large dishes of salmon roes^ pounded 

fine; 
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6ne; bde beat up ^iih nvator to a fine crcatxiy the 
btfaer flavoured wi<ta gooseberries^ and an herb tliat 
nje took far sorrel; In the morning they regaled 
tis again with roaBted salmon, and small firuits, snch 
as gooseberries, whirtieberries, and n»pberries; 
and, instead of' bread, the dried roes of fish. The 
liTer abounds with salmon, which seems to form 
the chief riches of the people, as well as to snppljr 
them with the principal part of their food. In 
order to secure a quantity of this fish, they have 
contrived an' embankment or weir, constructed with 
great ingenuity across the river, near which they 
place their madhines, both above and below the 
weir. The water of this river resembles ass's milk, 
which Mr. Franklin attributed to the limestone 
through which it passes. There is another species 
offish found here, called dilly : it is* broader than 
the salmon, its colour is inclined to grey, and it 
has a hunch on its back : the flesh is white, but 
not wdl flavoured. The jaw and teeth of this 
animal r^embie that- of a dog ; and the teeth bend 
ini^aid, like the ohi\i^ of a bird of prey. The tribe 
that inhabit the Friendly Village^ (for so we named 
it,) seem to hold all kindi of airimal food, except 
fish, in' aUiorreace; nay, so far do they carry 
their superstitious ideas on this- point, that they 
wcK^ not 'willing to permit us Id depart by water, 
lest we should driire the fish from the river, by the 
smell of venison ill the canoe. As they supplied 
.us Ub^ally with salmon, we left our venisoo, in 

order 
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in a canoe procured from the natives. 

I cannot relate the .pnaigiess of our journey, 

ivUboiit first describing the dress of oar faospital^lip 

fi lends, which conskts of a sii^Ie robe, tied over 

the fihottlders, reaching behind to the heels, ani 

•before only to the knees, with a deep fringe round 

the bottom. These robes are generally made of the 

ba,rk of the cedar tree, which is prepared as fine as 

hemp: some of them are interwoven with strips 

of the sea-otter skin, that gives them tiie appearanoo 

of a for on one side. In addition to tbis robe,.tiie 

wooien wear a ckise fringe, banging down bdbre in 

the shape of an a[»on. The men smear their hair, 

i¥hich is worn in plaits, with oil and ted earthy 

which renders it impracticable to use a comb; they 

have, therefore, a snudi stick, tied by a string to one 

lock, to seratdi tbeur heads when 'they are trouble- 

some. They carry their chiidien in a cradle slung 

over ooe shoulder, which is made of ti frame fixe4 

to a board, and lined with moss. In rainy weathei^ 

instead. of a gieat coat, the meo defend themsdvies 

from the uret by a garment, aometUng like a 

smock4rock, made of matting, that throws off the 

ws^ter^ 

With no small leluetanoe we left these beoero* 
lent strangers, who deputed seven of their coun- 
trymen to navigate our canoe, and attend us to the 
next village, which was situated at the distance of 
some miles. Their skill in maiyiging th^ canoe 
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exceeded that of our Canadians, 'who ate thougbt 
te excel most other nations in that art. 

Our guides, as on former occasions, vreni before, 
to giv/s notice of our approach to the inhabitants of 
the village near whidi we ianded. The expectation 
of our arrival put them into extreme confusion ; and 
when we entered, they were running, armed, from 
house to house, as if preparing to receive art enemy. 
Mr. RosebQiry, as our chief, walked up to there 
with undaunted resolution, which quieted their 
apprehensions : they laid down their weapons, and 
crowded round us with the most curious attention. 
Whilst we were thus pressed on all sides, an 
elderly man broke from the -muUitudc, and took 
Mr. 'Roseberry in his arms, which rather alarmed 
us who were behind him: but we ourselves were 
presently treated in the same manner by others, 
when we discovered that. i these embraces were 
designed as a welcome; and,* as a further' token of 
good will, a young, man pulled off a handsome 
robe of se^i-ottenskin^ and placed it on Mr. Rose- 
berry.^ -The chief,- by his authority^ ddivered us 
from ' the trouWcso^e curiosity of: the populace, 
and cond«ioted us to his own hons^, which wa^ 
larger, and formed of better materials, than the 
tCBti He directed tmats to be spread befiire it, upon 
wbioh we were dedred to sit; whilst be and his 
counsellors placed themselves opposite .to us, and 
the people kept a respectful distance; Jn the space 
between us, mats of very neat quality were laid, 

which 



•411 

tvbioli served iis* for a table-cloth* ; And we had a 

small roasted salmon put bfefote-eachof ws. We 

wewe next treated wift bakes madft ofUlie inner 

J rind, of th^ hemteck-tree sprinkled with oil, which 

5 are esteemed a g^at delicacy by the natives. ' At 

cleseof day We were permitted to retire to a lodge 

. erected for tis. 

, ^ Salmon is their principal food, and abundantly 

tsupplfpd from the river, where we saw thousands 

« of 'them strung on cords, and fast^ied^' to stakes 

fixed in ihe water. They are as superstitions as 

th^ir neighbonrs with respect to the river, and 

Would not suffer us to dip our kettle in it, lest tlK; 

. snieU of ispn should drive away the fish. It is likely 

that we>often itiisundersti^d their meaning, as none 

of OUT interpreters und^stoed their language; con- 

. scquently, we 'could have no means of conveying 

•our thoughts 4o each other but by signs. 

The whole village contained only fduir elevated 
t houses, ancl seven built 6n the ground ; besides a 
gseat many sh(Kis, which served for kitchens and fdr 
curing their fi|h. The four 'houses that were raised 
on posts wer&ef great length afnd breadth. In the 
middle were several hearths; whioh not only 
warm the apartment, but are used for cooking the 
fish. The whole length of the building is divided 
by cedar planks into small apartments. On poles 
.that run along th6 beims, hang coasted fish ; and the 
. roof is covered with boards and bark, except a few 

T2 open 



0|ien spaces ^>n each side oflbc ridge p<^^*leftio 
«adliiit ihe ligfaiand ictthestnokecBCHpe. 

Near the <lweUiDg of the chief iveie seveni 
(>bhNig squares, bailt of thick cedar JaiOank, and 
Ifainted wilh hieroglyphics and figures -of diffeteot 
aniaiak, appropriated, as we supposed, to acts of 
devotion, such as sacrifices, &c. There was also, 
in the middie of the village, a large, open bvuMing, 
(hat I should call a temple, thoqgh rodeljr built, 
supported by pests cut out into buman figores ia 
different attitudes. At one time we obaervied foar 
^beaps of salmon, each consisting of several hundred 
fisb, piled up before tlie door of the diieTs house. 
Sucteen womcai were eenpiojred in prqpftriog and 
ckaniag them. Afler the bead is cut off, it is 
boiled, and the flesh .tt partly cut from the back 
bone, which is imHiediately Masted. The rest of 
the flesh is ako rqusted ami kqptibr futore use. 

As the last act of hospitality, the chief ordered 

oat his own large canoe, lo convey as on our 

voyage* In this vessel, he told us, be formerly 

'went a vast wiiy, with forty of his peogde^ towards 

the mid-dfty sun, where he saw two huge vessels 

jbll of white men. This caaoe was black, and 

adorned with liepresenfations of diflferent kinds of 

' fisb, painted white : the gunwhale was inhud widi 

, the teeth of the sea-otter. We embarked ki it, with 

asvesal of the ruUives, and proceeded by a very 

nff^tpid euriefit, interrupted by some cascades.. We 

tpassed a few villages and detached bouses, at which 

we 
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we oGcasionftUy tentRkTw file inhabHants of ont (# 

them* were engaged in different employments. Some 

of the women wefe- beating the inner rind of the 

cedar bark, to a state resembling flax ; others were 

spinning with a distaff and a spindle. One of them 

was weaving a robe of this material, intermixed* 

with stripes of the sea-otter, on a frame placed 

against the side of the house. The men were fishing 

with drag-nefs between two canoes. These nets are 

forced by [k>Ics to the tK>ttom, the current driving 

thera before it. Thus the salmon are* intercepted by 

their nets, ami by. tbeic suuggles give notice when 

they arc cauglit. 

Here (he river is divided into numerous channels, 
wh ich discharge into- anr acm of the sea* Porpoises, 
seals, and sea*otters, were sporting in the water s- 
and one of our hunters, shpt a whi(e-beaded eagle* 
Our stock of provisions running very low, and the 
natives we had lately seen not ofl^ring us a share of 
theirs, we were obiigeil to make a meal upon a 
porcupine, boiled in small pieces* The coast is 
intersected with bays and inlets^ and appeared to 
Ik tolerably inhabited, by the number of canoes 
that we saw paddling near the sh ^re. 

We took our station on a projecting rock, shel- 
tered from Ihe weatiier |by one above it, and de- 
fended ftoB any attack from the natives, by the 
difficulty of getting to it; which seemed a ne« 
eesNury precauliim, as they did not appear weU in- 
sUnei towanb us, from the misfepresenii^ions of 
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i^quarrels^me iel^^r, and two or tbr^ of hia com- 
rades, ^¥ho inhabited the islands, aod carried on a 
triide in cedar bark,, fish spawn, cop[>er^ iren^ and 
heads, whioh they barter for roasted salmon^ hem- 
lock^bark cakes, and cakes, make of salmon roes, 
sprirel, and. bitter berries, r 
^ I}av|ng conducted yottto theoceai^^ I mxist also 
bring this longepi^tie to a cohdittsionyf and leave it 
to Mr. Franklin to relate the events thatbefel us at 
this place, J with some further remarks on the iuba*. 
hitants, ..JFarewell. . 
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/ Mr: Ft^MfiMin ia Edwin MidMeion. 

"'•' ■" ' ♦ ..'.••'•■ Jlfackcnzirs Oiithi, 

IN .order to. ? complete fonit rvmsatfYt^ L 
nlusi cdntin«e.LA.rtUur's: »t»<wmt wfvouu' rccefWon 
arrto^gst tjie ifthabilools i^f Hie et^isiM the-Patifio 
Ocean) Avho are a vcary difercnt psapbi^ifroia the 
ludii>ns.in tbejnteripf pfirJs of IheteooriltyT* Tlfeit 
complex ion is betwoeil) tjho oUv^' wvl Jtite .cpppcr^ 
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their heads are forrQed like a wedge, which arises 
from tb^ custom of enclosing the heads of infants^ 
in boards covered with leather, till they aitain that 
sha pe. Many of th.eir habits and modes of life differ 
also rouch from the interior tribes, as yo\x ituisthav(2 
observed by your brother's account. One morning^. 
«is \vc vv^re cpnsuUIng on (he plan of our return ta 
JFort Chepewyauy a young chief,' who had accom-* 
panicd us as a guide, approached our encampment, 
wHh joy and astonishment iu his countenance, tell-^ 
ijyg us that some of our countrymen* had arrived in 
a^JiUge canoe^ which lay behind a point of land in 
the channel to the south«west of us; and, as a 
f^TQof af the truth of this story, he showed us an 
JEIuglish hatf'^enny, which he liad received fot 
some smcall frail. You may believe this intelligence 
was very agreeable to all our parly. The idea of 
Dfieeting, . in this remote part of the world, people 
'wboscimnnnei's rcseutblei) our own, and whose in-*, 
terests'were the same, was an inexpressible pleasure,. 
We soon folioweil the youngchlef to the shore, 
where we saw a boat full of white men, attempting 
to land ; nnd amongst the busiest of the crew, a 
negro, in whonx Arlhur soon recognized his faithful 
Sancho. The vessel was an American trader, from 
the .port of balem; and the object of the voyage^ 
the skins of the sea-oXter, wluch they purposed to 
dispose of at Canton in China. Sancho had in-^ 
vested his little capital in a shjiie of Ihecargq: and 
in order to trallic with iliif the best advantage^ 
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ift»dto the Ta}iige in penon* The tntcroliange' of 
expressions of regard and satisfaGtion^ b c twc e o 
Arthur and Sancho, I leave you to imagine* 

Tbcjr had no sooner landed, than the nativea 
flocked about tbeia; and, from our united num- 
bers, treated us with more respect than tbey* had 
df)n« before their arrival. A traffic now took place* 
between ttiese strangers and the ' natives. The 
former collected a considerable noinber of sea-ottec 
sKtnsy to which 4bey added- those of some other ani«« 
mab; wbilsl 41ie ship's cvew displayed an assorl* 
meat' of knives^ scissars^ h)oking*gbis8e69 gaiis^ irOTi- 
pots- and kettfes, and other utensils for domestic 
purposes, besides trinkets and beads* Whilst Ihey. 
^lerc making tbeir bargains, it occurred to me, tbal 
if, by the good offices of Sanolio, Aithur and I 
o3uki procuric a passage to Canton, it was likely we 
(»hoQld- meet there wiik an IndtaitiAH, lliat would' 
convey us to our mitive cduntvy ; as' we had ncMV 
explored the principal civilised parts of NorfJf 
America, and I had no inclination to return through 
the same ttncukivated tract that we had lately passed 
from Fort Chepewyao. I feH a reluctance in leaving 
Mr. Iiose{)erry to struggle with the difficulties of 
Mich a journey alone; but he was so well conrvinccd 
of the proprietj of the measure, that he oves-rfiled 
my scruples* The captain is a well-disposed man, 
«nd readily agrees witfa our proposal. Jf the wind 
be fair, we shall sail in a few days^ and leave this 
ooiilinent, which bas presented us witbjsuch a soc« 

cession 
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cession of diflSjr^nt scenes, perlia{» for crcf» A 
jrecapitulatton. of' (lie leading fentupes of (be ehkf 
districts of the country, may not be amiss, aOer (he 
minute leciCals yonhaii^e received of our travels, in 
this long and varied excnrsiori. 

The soalhern stales, are rich in vegetable pro** 

dactions, and abound in animals of various kinds. 

They aie inhabited' by coltivators of tobacco, rice^ 

and corn, who enjoy, in a la:inrious modeof life, the 

produce of tiie laboor of ilte wretched negro slave* 

The newly. eMabiisfaod: settlements to the westward 

aie fumidhed libemHy withi natural productions; 

They possea^a wavni cliinAte, itmnense forests, and 

magnificent rivers* The staple commodity is cotton, 

whiob is easily roised by the inhabitants, wbose^ 

lAonnen an simple and laborioiis, and who feel an* 

independenee from tiie eqtmlityof their condilioo* 

Yost traotsof this countey are occupied by Indian 

nations^ min* are supinrtiid.' by tim hboorsiof the» 

eimce. 

The mtddb provinces: aee in a high state of cuU 
tivatbn, and present many large, papulous towns^ 
growa rich by trade, manufactures,, and conunevcei 
The usefiiir arts of Kib, in great variety ^ occupy and 
enrich tiie people; who are more polished' and 
hi^ttfiuas than those who live to the westward of the 
Allegany Mountains, bat less so than the wealthy 
. planteiBof the soulhern states. 

The eastern eoast iaa woody, fertile tract, yidding^ 
pastoie to numeioas herds oi catlhi, wJiich, with tlie 

timbet 
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timber of the forests, and the fish of the ocean, fbrnr 

the trcasHr($ and. occupation of a hardy race of men^ 

who are either j^raziers, wood-cutters, or sailors. 

. .The lakes, rivers, and cataracts of Canada, are 

on the grandest scale. The extremes of wint^ and. 

summe; are felt in this climate, but no middle season. 

The manners of Ihe people, like their descent, are of 

French origin, and retain stcorig marks of their 

ancient customs.. A happyy social, lively disposition 

is their charac(edstic, and appears in all ranks, 

from the -merchant in furs, (the great article of Ibeir 

commerce,) to the men who row. the boats .on the 

mighty St. Lawrenca. TJiie nuraeiotts. tribes of 

Indians that live in the neigbbQurlioodlofrlhe.seUle-! 

ments, snppiy the Canadians with the furs of 

different animab, which thfey often procure from, 

vast distances, in the interior parte of: the country. 

. The northern portion ot the . .coKtinent, that 

extends to Hudson's Boy^. and ceaofaesiwost^^^rd ia 

the Pacific Ocean, is inhabited by wandering tritfes 

of Indians, who do hot;C«Uivate the earth, but 

procure a precarious subsistence from tiie chace 

of wild animals, the fish of tlje rivers, fruits that 

grow spontan^usly, bark of trees, &c. Nor would 

the soil repay the labour of the fiirfner; for so 

iiiigenial is the climate, that the ground is never 

tliawed at the: depth of a.fcw iqct below the surface ; 

not even in the heisfht of the? short summer that 

enlivens tlie dreariness of this barren region. 

The wi^disLch^nged in our favour^ andl»-morrow 

1 ^ is 
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is fixed. tbnour (Iv'parUrfet ,Q^if ^fnenc^'^eicpect Iho^ 
ren^aindQr of our . timo^ whicli Qouxpelg me if> say 
adieu* .• . 
. \ . : H. FJRANKLIN, 

V »'i -"r ■*.'"■>'*■:•«. ' *. • 

• __ -* 

.Mr. Franklin and Iiis young companion took j^n 
Q^SiBfiii^Tpip ieAHQ oi]\^Jn jRosetterry, an^, Avith a 
degree of regret, departed tVona a country, where, in 

« 

tbe- course of Iheir e;ccu^iQns, they had received 

ra^ny wi^aee^ of liospiitHlhy, and. had fortaed a 

fffiQiK^^bip^ifPAih pers(jfBs of vorih find intelligence. . . 

Nothing reraarl^able hapf)ened in thfeir voyage 

io C^nioui e^^cept. an . accident that, gave' SalK^ho 

{^.opportunity of testifying hb gratitude and at« 

tMbmetit to his youjig, masteir and benefactor* 

Asihiitf beirf^ ao osiceUeiit swimuieir, was accu6'«'. 

tai^< greqtleiiiljp to iaduigQ biiu^f with^a pluoge 

id(9 the ^R4 . On'one ofibese occasions he was 

alarincd ^lihthe approach of a voracious sharks 

from '\vh use attack there seemed no possibility of 

escape* Sancho, hearing hisi^lirieks, jumped into 

the *^ater, aad, ;fearK»ss of jjanger, rescued his 

terriflcfl friend, by his superior dexterity, . antl 

brouglit him on his back in safety to the ship. This 

fortunate deliverance strengthened the mutual regard 

of Arthur and Sancho, as each had received from 

the other the most signal benefit, and rendered their 

obligations equal ; though there was still a disparity 

in their circumstances, which Sancho never forgot, 

.V/tiilLI .1 . I observing 
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absenring the most respcctfiil conduct idvanls %is 
libo'ator; Hfbo, on his side, endeavonfed, by cverj 
condescending attention, to diminish the distinctioii 
between them. They had both warm hearts, dis- 
pofied to the impressions of gratitude, and were 
never satisfied with discharging the obNgatioos they 
had received. 

Oar travelfers Ibond an English vessel at Gimlony 
ready to suii, in which they embarked, and bad a 
fhvourable voyage to? England, where they bad the 
satisfactionof nM^eting tlieiv friends in good health, 
delighted with their retiirn^ and testif^g'ltleir joy 
by tbetendiiiest marks of afiection* 

M«B. Middleton viewed thegrowtiVaUd improve^ 
ment of her son, who wt>» neavly become- a tpa'^f 
with unspeakable pleeisiife. His sisters tfnd bvother 
-gatbeied round him, eaob asking mimbeiibs^ qiMS^ 
tioDs, in too quick siiceeiBion to- wait fer-ft reply* 
After the first tmnspettiwereovev, a calm^ succeeds 
od, that gave Arthur an opportanity of fully satisfy- 
ing their curiosity. The events of his jooraey 
furnished topics of conversation for a very hw^ 
time, and afforded a variety to the amuseaoents of 
this happy family. 
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PHlLlDELPafA 

New Jersey and I^elaware 

Trenton 

Burlington 

Dover 

Wilmington 

Schuylkill^ crossed 

Chester 

Wilmington 

Havre de Grace — ^Susque- 

hannab 
Baltimore 

Washington— Patowmac 
George Town 
Alexandria 
Falls of'the Patowmac 
Mount Vernon, the seat of 

General Washington. 
Monticello, the seat of Mr. 

Jefferson. 
Rock Bridge 
Maddison*s Cave 
Passage of the Patowmac^ 

across the Blue Ridge 
Washington 
Hoe*s Ferry 
Virginia 

Richmond — ^James River 
Williamsburg 
York- 



Hampton — ^James River 
Norfolk — ^James River 
Dismal Swamp 
North Carolina 
Newbern 
South Carolina 
Charlestown — Ashley and 

Cooper Rivers 
East Florida 
Savanna 
Sunbury 

South Carolina Islands 
Alatamaha River 
Fort Barrlngton 
St. Mary's River 
St. John's River 
St. Augustine 
, Lake George 
Taskawtla_ 
Territories of the Sembola 

and Muskogee Indians 
Talahasochte — St Juan 
Apalachuela 
Talassce 
West Florida 
River Schambe 
Taensa 
Mobile 
Pensacola 
Pearl River 

Pear» 
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Pearl Island 
New Orleans ^ 
Mississippi KIviT 
Mancliac 
The Natclies 
River Tenessce 
Nashville — River Cumber- 
land 



State of Tenessee 
Roaring River 
Territory of the Cherokees 
Kingston 
KnoxVille 
Fort Blount 
Greenville 
Jonesborough 
Allegany Mountains 
Blue Ridge 

Mountains of Linneville 
Morgantown 
State of Kentucky * 
llarrodsburgh 
Lexington 
Paris 

Millesburgh , * 

^'asliingtonjnear Ohiol 
Voyage on the Ohio 
Point "Pleasant, above the 

Mouth of the Great Keu- 

haway. 
Alexandria and Gallipoli, on 

the Ohio. 
Marietta, Wheeling, West 

Liberty Town — Condu- 

ence of the Ohio and the 

Muskingham. 



Pittsburg — Confluence of 
the MoQang^ahela and 
Allegany. 

GLrseusburgh 

Ligonier's Valley 

Laurel Hill 

Bedford 

R. Juniata 

Shippensburgh 

Carlisle 

York 

Lancaster 

Harrisburgh 

Sunbury — Susquehannah 

Northumberland 

Bethlehem^ a Moravian Sef- 

. tiement. 
Nazareth 

Easton — ^'Confluence of Le- 
high and Delaware. 
State of New Jersey 
Hatchetstown 
Morristown — R.' "RaritoQ 
Fall of tlie Pbsaick 
New'York 
Long Island 
Stamford 
Fairfield 

Newhayen ^ 

Middletoa ' .' 
Harford 
Norwich) 
Connecticut 
New London 
Ivh' de Island 
Providence . 

Kinghain 
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Kingham 

IJoston — Capital of New 

Kiigland 
Salem 
Marblehcad 
Gr loucester 
Cape Ann 
TsTewbufy Port 
R. Merrimack 
Ports inouth 
iDover 
Exeter 
I^erham 
II . Piscataqua 
Portland 
Brunswick 
Wiscasset 
R. Kennebeck 
Penobscot 
Boston 

Marlborough ^ 
R. Connecticut 
'. Northampion 
Green Mountains 
Pittsfield 

Hancock Mountain 
New Lebanon 
Albany 
Cohoz* 

Hudson, or N. River 
Saratoga 
Fort Edward 
Fort Anne 
Skcenesborough 
Lake Cham plain 
Ticondtragq 



Crown Point 
Canada 
St. John's 
La Prairie 
Montreal 
Sorelle 
Quebec 
Trois Rivieres 
R. Sti Lawrence 
La Chine 

Cochanonaga Village 
R. Attawas 

Lake of a Thousand Islands 
Kingston 
Lake of Ontario 
Newark, or Niagara 
Falls of Niagara 
Fort Chippeway 
Fort Erie 
Lake Erie 
Middle Island 
Detroit River 
District of Maiden 
Detroit 

Lake Huron — Saganaum 
Bay — Manatoulin Isles 
Michlllimackinack 
Course of the Traders from 
La Chine to Michillimac- 
kinack 
Portage de Chaudiere 
R. Rideau 
Lac des Chaudieres 
. Portage des Chats 
Grand Calumet 
Lake Coulonge 

Riviere 
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Riviere Crcuse 
K. clu Moiiie 
LakeNepisingui 
K. des an^ois • 
Lake Huron 
Michillimackinack 
Falls of St. Mary 
Lake Superior 
Grande Portage 
Lake de la Piule 
Outanle Portage 
Lake de la Sagaigan 
GkM du Bonnet 
Lake Winnipec 
Bed River 
Portage de TraH6 
Portage des Morts 
Isle ^ la Crntse 
Portage la Loch» 



Fort Chepewyan 

P<?ace River 

Slave River 

Great Slave Lake 

Red-knife Indians 

Horn Mountain 

Great Bear Lake Rtver 

Hare Indians 

Quarrel lers 

River full of Islands^ dis- 
charging its waters into 
tlie Ocean. 

Return to Chipipew}*an 

Peace River 

Peace Point 

Ikaver Lodge Mount ala 

Progress west^va^(| 

Ocean. 
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Pf fated by Darton, Harvey «Dd C«« 
Gracccbon^- S trcet . 
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